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ADTERTISEMENT TO THE PRESENT EDITION. 


In tlie edition of Mr. Murray’s “ History of India,” now offered to 
the public, the narrative is brought down to a period very close 
upon the present time. The last edition embraced the chapters 
devoted to the Afghan and Sikh wars. These have now been 
somewhat modified by the present Editor, who has had at his disr 
posal those more ample and authentic materials which the progress 
of time is sure to evolve. He has also added to the history, chapters 
containing an account of the administration of Lord Dalhousie, and 
of those changes in the general admimstration of India which fol- 
lowed the passing of the Act of 1853, under which the country is 
now governed. The entire work presents a complete history of 
India from the earliest times to the present year. The whole has 
been revised with the utmost care; and it is now confidently 
recommended to the public, in the belief that it fulfils all the 
conditions of a compendious history, which may be consulted with 
advantage both by the professional student and the general reader. 
The increased attention, which is now given to Indian affairs, and 
the enlarged social circle from which the Indian services are now 
draum, seem to have rendered more necessary to the satisfaction 
of the public wants the existence of such works as the present, 
which, whilst it deters'no one by its elaborate amplitude of detail, 
is yet sufficiently copious to render the student intimately ac- 
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Great Importance nlwaTS aiLichcil to TnJIa— It« Outline anil Bennitarle*— General A«ptcl — 
Tlic Great Central Tlatn— rwrtneea of wliteh U Is co!npo*«t— VecelaMe anil Animal Tto- 
doettons— Ttio Great Pcyert— Jfonntaln-restoa of the Illmalaysh— IWi or IJerdcr of ihfcl: 
JunRle— Tract of lower llllls— rtevated Kanpes—Tlieir steep nnd roreeil Cliaracter— 
Chance In VecetaUe and Animal Xatoro— Hirec 7^nes of Vecciatlon— Central llcclon— 
The dlirerent Klecr-clcas— Valleys— Cashmere— Panceroas rav«es— WBIenlty of Itesplia* 
Hon— Sonicca of the Jumna and Ganges— ruprlmacc—Tlic Dceean— Vyntlhya Hango— 
Tlic Ghauts— Xllserttcs—Oppodtc Coasts— Central TaWe-plalns— Seenery— Inllnenco of 
the physical Cliaracter upon the political State of these dllfcrent Rreiens. 

Of nil tbe countries on tlic Asintic continent, Intlin, from llic 
earliest ages, 1ms excited the greatest interest, nnd enjoyed the 
liiglicst celebrity. The exploits of Ibo conquerors wbo made it 
tlio object of tbeir warlike expeditions, as also tbc splendid pro- 
ductions of nature and art which were tbcncc imported, procured 
for it a great name even in the remotest eras of classical antiquity. 
It has always appeared to the imagination of the Western World 
adorned with whatever is most splendid nnd gorgeous; glittering 
ns it were with gold nnd gems, and redolent of fragrant and deli- 
cious odours. Though there bo, in these magnificent conceptions, 
something romantic and illusoiy', still India forms unqucstionabl}' 
one of the most remarkable regions that exist on the surface of 
tho globe. TLo varied grandeur of its scenery, and the rich pro- 
ductions of its soil, are scarcely equalled in any other country. 
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GENEHAL VIEW’ OF THE 


It is also oxtromcly proTiablo timt it was, if not the first, at least 
one of tho earliest scats of civilization, laws, arts, and of all the 
improvements of social life. These, it is true, have at no period 
attmned to tho same pitch of advancement as among Europeans ; 
but they have, ncvcrlhcloss, been developed in verj' original 
forms, displaying human nature under the most striking and 
singular aspects. 

Tho strong interest which India in itself is thus c.'ilculafcd to 
excite, must to us bo greatly heightened by the consideration of 
its having become so completely a province of the British Empire. 
The government of this country now directs the fortunes of a 
hundred millions of human beings placed at the opposite extre* 
mity of tho earth ; and hence the welfare of the state is intimately 
suspended on that of this vast dependency. This connc.\ion, too, 
is peculiarly strengthened by the great number of ovtr countrymen 
who are constantly going out to administer the affairs of that 
important colony. Closer personal tic.s, in man}’ instances, are 
thereby formed with our eastern settlements, than with the dif- 
ferent provinces of Britain itself. Thoussnids, to whom Cornwall 
and Devonshire arc almost strange lands, arc connected by the 
most intimate social relations w'ith Madras and Calcutta. For 
such persons the history and description of our Indian possessions, 
independently of tho grandeur of the subject and its union with 
national w’calth and pow'cr, must have a peculiar interest, as being 
closely associated with tho pursuits and prospects of their dearest 
friends. 

India is enclosed by grand natural boundaries. Its whole 
northern frontier is separated from tho high table-land of Thibet 
by tho chain of the Himalayah Mountains, which, according to 
recent observation, appears to reach at least as great a height ns 
any other ridge by which the globe is traversed. The w’cstem 
and eastern limits arc formed by the lower course of two great 
rivers,— the Indus on one side, and tho Brahmapoutra on the 
other. The southern portion consists of a very extensive penin- 
sula bounded by - tho ocean. Other countries have often been 
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conipreliended tinder the general appellation of India, — ^particu- 
larly the territories of Afghanistan, which ranked long as pro- 
vinces belonging to the Mogul emperors, in consequence of those 
warlike nilers having conquered India, and transferred thither 
the seat of their empire. These districts, it is manifest, hear a 
much closer relation to Persia and Tartary; and, when they are 
included in Hindostan, they necessarily extend that country beyond 
its great river-line on the north-west, where it has no decided or 
natural boundaries. But within the limits we have indicated 
there are found a religion, languages, manners, and institutions, 
characteristic of this region, and totinguishing it from all the 
other countries of Asia. 

India, thus defined, though some of its extremities have not 
been very precisely determined, may he suitably described as 
lying between the 8th and 34th degrees of north latitude, and the 
68th and 92d of east longitude. It thus extends somewhat above 
1800 miles from north to south, and, at its greatest breadth, 
nctirly 1500 from east to west. 

In treating of this important country, it will be useful to begin 
ndth a general survey of its geographical features ; arid these, it 
will soon appear, are distinguished at once by their grandeur and 
their'variety. India is, as it were, an epitome of the whole world. 
It has regions that bask beneath the brightest rays of a tropical 
sun, and others, than which the most awful depths of the polar 
world are not more dreary. The varying degrees of elevation 
produce here the same changes that arise elsewhere from the 
greatest difference of position on the earth’s surface. Its vast 
plains present the double harvests, the luxuriant foliage, and even 
the burning deserts of the torrid zone; the lower heights are 
enriched by the fruits and grains of the temperate climates ; the 
upper steeps are clothed with the vast pine forests of the north; 
while the highest pinnacles arc buried beneath the perpetual 
snows of the arctic zone. We do not here, as in Africa and the 
polar regions, sec nature under one uniform aspect ; on the con- 
trary, wc have to trace gradual yet complete transitions between 
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ing, — and, in tbo drier tracts, cotton, whicli clothes flic inlmbi- 
tants of tbo East, and affords tbo material of the most delicate and 
beautiful fabrics. Sucli an entire subjection to tbo plough and 
tbo spade, joined to the want of variety in the surface, gives to 
this great central region a tame and monotonous aspect. Baber, 
its Afghan conqueror, complains, in his Afemoirs, of the uniform 
and uninteresting scenery which everywhere met bis eye, and 
looks back with regret to the lofty cliffs, tbo green slopes, and 
murmuring streams of bis native land. 

In spite, however, of cvciy human effort, some tracts are left 
uncultivated in consequence of political disorder and misrule; 
while, in others, nature, under the combined influence of beat and 
moisture, make cflbrts so powerful ns to bafllc all attempts to 
modify or control her. She then riots in nnbounded luxuriance, 
and covers large tracts with that dense, dark, impenetrable mass 
of foliage, crowded and twined together, called jnnyfc, which 
opposes an almost impassable barrier even to an army. Trees 
spreading on every side their gigantic arms, — ^thorny and prickly 
shrubs of every size and shape, — canes shooting in a few months 
to the height of sixty feet, — compose the chief materials of those 
natural palisades. Even in the open plain, the banian and other 
single trees, when full scope is given to their growth, spread out 
into the dimensions of a considerable forest. 

Prom the cultivated regions the various classes of wild beasts 
are excluded with the utmost solicitude. Even the domestic 
species are not reared in great numbers, nor to any remarkable 
size or strength. There is a small cow with a hump, fit only for 
draught, but which the Hindoo regards as a sacred object. Light 
active steeds are bred by the natives for predatory excursions ; 
though, for regular military sendee, the large Turkish horse is 
decidedly preferred. But the wooded tracts, where nature revels 
uncontrolled, are filled with huge and sometimes destructive ani- 
mals, of which the two most remarkable are the elephant and the 
tiger. The former, of a species distinct from that of Africa, is 
here not merely pursued as game, but, being caught alive, is 
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trained for the various purposes of state, hunting, and vr&v. The 
tiger, the most formidable tenant of the Bengal jungle, supplies 
the absence of the lion, and, though, not quite equal in strength 
and majesty, is still more fierce and dangerous. These two 
mighty quadrupeds are brought into conflict in the Indian hunts, 
when the elephent is used as an instrument for attaching his 
fiercer but less vigorous rival. The hunter, well armed, is seated 
on the bach of his huge ally; and, in the first advance, the 
whole body of the assailants are ranged in a line. When the 
combat commences, the elephant endeavours either to tread down 
the tiger with his hoof, crushing him with the whole weight of, 
his immense body, or to assail him with his long and powerful 
tusks. Whenever either of these movements can be fully accom- 
plished, the effect is irresistible ; but the tiger, by his agility, and 
espedally by his rapid spring resembling the flight of an arrow, 
often succeeds in fastening upon the legs and sides of his unwieldy 
adversary, and inflicts deep wounds, while the latter is unable 
either to resist or to retaliate. Even the rider, notwithstanding 
his exalted seat and the use of fire-arms, is not on such occasions 
wholly exempt from danger. 

To complete the survey of the great Indian plain, there re- 
mains to be described, as already hinted, one feature wholly 
dissimilar to all the rest. Immediately westward of the Jumna, 
the general level of the country attains a point of elevation, 
whence it descends on both sides; and all the torrents, falling 
from this high mountain-range, roll either eastward and become 
tributary to the Ganges, or westward to pour their waters into the 
Indus. Between these two rivers and their respective branches 
there intervenes a considerable space, which is refreshed only by 
a few -small rivulets that spring up and disappear amid the waste; 
In this manner is formed a desert, of extent sufficient to compose 
a mighty kingdom, and occupying in that direction the whole 
breadth, from the mountains to the ocean. This entire region, 
about 600 miles long and 300 broad, presents an aspect nearly 
similar to the most dreary tracts of Arabia and Africa. Accord- 
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ing to tlio oLsomlions of l^Ir. Elphinstono, who crossed it in his 
way to Poshnwur, tho eastern division consists of sand often rising 
into hills of surprising height, and so loose that, whenever the 
horses quilted the path hardened hy heating, they sunk above the 
knee. Over this wilderness, howcvci’, is scattered some coarse 
grass, with stunted and prickly shrubs; while, in tlic midst of 
tho sand, there grow large water-melons, affording the most deli- 
cious refreshment to tho thirsty traveller. At wide intervals arc 
found villages, or rather clusters of mud huts, round which arc 
reared crops of coarse grain and pulse, whose stalks, like shrubs, 
stand distinctly separate from each other. Yet a considerable 
population must bo sprinkled over this immense desert, since 
Bikancer, in its centre, presents, though on a small 60 . 110 , the 
aspect of a city adorned with palaces, temples, and other spacious 
edifices. Westward of that town tho soil is generally a hard 
clay, variegated only by mounds of sand. Poogul, a village of 
straw huts, defended by a nnnous mud fort, encompassed with 
naked hills, and amid a sea of sand without a trace of vegetation, 
appeared a spot so desolate, that it seemed astonishing how any 
human beings could make it their abode. On the more smooth 
and level portions of this dreary tract the traveller is tantalized by 
the phenomenon of tho mirage, producing before him the appear- 
ance of immense hikes that even reflect the surrounding objects; 
and tho illusion continues till he has almost touched the watery 
semblance, and finds it to consist of the same arid soil as the rest 
of the desert. 

Northward of this great plain, and along its whole extent, 
towers the sublime mountain-region of the Himalayoh, ascending 
gradually till it terminates in a long range of summits wrapped 
in perpetual snow. According to Mr. Caldcr, there may bo traced, 
for the space of 1000 miles, a continuous line 21,000 feet above 
the sea, from which, as a base, detached peaks ascend to the addi- 
tional height of 5000 or 6000 feet. Tho inhabitant of the burning 
plains contemplates, not without wonder, this long array of white 
pinnacles, forming the boundary of the distant horizon. In this 
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progressive ascent nature assumes a continually cbanging aspect; 
and hence it will ho necessary to view in succession the different 
stages through which she passes. 

The Himalayah range, where it touches on the champaign 
country, is almost everywhere girt with a peculiar helt or border, 
called the Tarryai. This term is applied to a plain about twenty 
miles broad, upon which the waters from the higher regions are 
poured down in such profusion that the river-beds are unable to 
contain them. They accordingly overflow, and convert the ground 
into a species of swamp, which, acted on by the burning rays of a 
tropical sun, throws up an excessively rank vegetation, whereby 
the earth is choked rather than covered. The soil is concealed 
beneath a mass of dark and dismal foliage, while long grass and 
prickly shrubs shoot up so densely and so close as to form an 
almost impenetrable barrier. It is still more a^vfuUy guarded by 
the pestilential vapours exhaling from those dark recesses, which 
make it at certain seasons a region of death. Hence the destruc- 
tion which overtakes an army that encamps for any length of time 
near this valley, — an effect fatally experienced by the British 
detachments which were stationed on the frontiers of Bootan and 
Nepaul. Beneath these melancholy shades, too, the elephant, 
the tiger, and other wild animals, prowl unmolested; while the 
few human beings who occupy the vicinity present a meagre, 
dwarfish, and most sickly aspect. 

In emerging from this dark and deadly plain, and beginning 
to ascend the lower mountain-stages, the visiter enjoys a much 
more pleasing scene. He passes now through smiling and fruit- 
M valleys, overhung by the most romantic steeps, and covered 
to a great extent with the noblest forests. Amid trees similar to 
those which spread their majestic foliage on the banks of the 
Ganges, various species of the more hardy oak and the pine 
begin to appear. Some possess rich juices and aromatic odours 
not found among the lower woods; such as that peculiar mimosa, 
the fluid extracted from which yields the medical substance called 
catechu, and a species of cinnamon or rather cassia, the virtue of 
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wliicli rcsidcB in its root. The prospects obtained from command- 
ing points in these regions, consisting in n foreground of smiling 
and cultured vales, hills behind crowned with natural plantations, 
steeper and loftier ranges beyond, and in the distance the snow- 
clad tops of the highest mountain-chain, form a combination of 
the most sublime and enchanting scenery. 

The Hinialaynh, ns it ascends above the picturesque slopes 
which diversify its lower border, assumes a much holder and 
severer aspect. The lofty ridge, the deep valley, the dashing 
torrent, produce a rcscmhlancc to the most elevated ])orlions of 
our own central Highlands; and Scottish ofliccrti, accordingly, 
who happened to serve in that remote province, have fancied 
themselves wandering amid the romantic glens of their native 
country. Generally speahing, the character of this mountain- 
chain is rugged and stern; its ridges rise behind each other in 
awful array; hut thej' enclose no rural sconcB, nor present any 
gentle undulations. Their sleep sides, sometimes wooded, some- 
times presenting vast faces of nnhed rock, dip down abruptly, 
forming dark chasms and ravines, at the bottom of which there 
is only room for the torrent to force its way through rude frag- 
ments fallen from the cliffs above. A laborious task is imposed 
on the traveller, who has successively to mount .and descend this 
series of lofty terraces, along rough and narrow paths that often 
skirt the most tremendous precipices. The expedients, too, pro- 
vided for the passage of the rivers which dash through these 
gloomy holloivs, are of the most slender and imperfect description. 
Two planks fastened to the point of opposite clifts, called a sanya 
or sankha, arc in many cases considered amply sufficient; others 
called jhulas, arc formed by ropes stretched across, m.aking a 
species of loose parapet, and supporting a light ladder for the feet 
to rest upon. Captain Webb met with an instance where there 
were nearly stretched from hank to hank two or three ropes, 
round which the passenger was expected to coil himself, and work 
his way across, having a hoop for the hack to rest upon; those 
who could not,eifcct this movement were pulled across by a cord. 
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So irregular is the surface of this territory that great difficulty 
occurs in finding a level space on Tvhich to build their towns. It 
is supposed that, in the whole extent of country surrounding 
Serinagnr, there could not have been discovered another place on 
which to have erected that small city; and there is no spot between 
it and the great plain where a thousand men could encamp. At 
Nahn the passenger mounts through the principal street by a stair 
cut in the rock. Kampore, the chief town in the valley of the 
Upper Sutledge, is reached only over ledges of rocks and fiights 
of steps; its houses rise in tiers above each other along the face of 
the steep, while the river tumbles beneath, and awful crags over- 
hang it from above. 

In consequence of this peculiar structure, these loftier regions of 
the Himalayah do not present that tranquil grandeur, and those 
picturesque views, which render the mountain-scenery of Europe 
so enchanting. They are rugged, gloomy, and monotonous. The 
mighty summits overhang no soft pastoral valleys, nor. wave with 
varied foliage, nor are reflected in the bosom of still and trans- 
parent lakes. The traveler, hemmed in between their steep 
precipices, sees only the dark grandeur of the chasm through 
which he winds. Sometimes, however, on reaching a clear point, 
he finds himself in possession of a prospect bearing a character of 
the most awful sublimity. A spot, raised almost to an immeasur- 
able height above the plain beneath, proves only the base, whence 
seven or eight successive ranges rise towards heaven, and terminate 
at length in a line of snowy pinnacles. 

Mr. Eoyle, in his elegant and instructive work on the botany 
of the Himalayah, divides that repon, in respect to vegetation, 
into three zones or belts. The first he considers as rising to the 
height of 5000 feet. The general temperature is here lowered, as 
usual, in proportion to the elevation, yet without the disappearance, 
to the extent that might he expected, of tropical plants. The 
southern exposure, the intense force of the sun’s rays during the 
hot season, and the tropical rains falling in undiminished abund- 
ance, enable these to be brought to almost equal maturity as in the 
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upper part of the central plain. In Nepaul, and other favourable 
situations, rice as a summer, and wheat as a winter crop, form the 
regular course of cultivation. But some of the more delicate 
plauts are unable to resist exposurfe to the keen atmosphere and 
the nightly breezes; among which are the choicest of fruits, the 
mango and the pine-apple. At the same time, in the colder 
season, on elevated peaks, the plants of Europe and other temper- 
ate climates, are seen springing contiguously to those of the tropic. 
Snow is scarcely ever observed on this lower stage of the mountain 
territory. 

• The second belt is considered as reaching to the height of 9000 
feet. Snow here falls constantly in winter, often to' a great depth, 
but melts in early spring. Although the vegetation becomes 
more and more that of the temperate zone, yet the causes already 
stated enable tropical plants to climb beyond their natural height, 
and to mingle with those of a very different clime. In sheltered 
well-watered valleys, crops of rice are still successfully raised, 
while wheat grows on the heights above. But though the her- 
baceous plants are able to mount thus high, it is otherwise with 
trees, exposed to every vicissitude of the seasons. The palms and 
other Indian species are seen no longer, and the foliage appears 
exclusively European. 

The third and most elevated belt reaches from the border of the 
latter to the summit of the Himalayah. The climate here is that 
of the more northern part of Europe and America, terminating in 
the perpetual snows of the arctic world. These, even in the lower 
districts, do not melt till May or June, when the extreme cold of 
■winter is suddenly succeeded by the most intense heat. The rays 
of the sun, indeed, beat fiercely and painfully, even when the 
atmosphere is so little affected by them that the thermometer 
stands many degrees below the freezing point; and hence the 
traveller is scorched amidst almost unbearable cold, — extremes 
which always prove distressing, and sometimes fatal. The .terri- 
tory called Bhot, constituting the most elevated portion, has the 
severity of the climate aggravated by its rocky surface, so that 
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not jibovo a sixtccntli part of it is fit for cultivation; yet, even 
here, under circumstances not at all favourable, vegetation dis- 
plays a luxuriance nliicb could little bo expected at so great a 
height. Bucivwhcat and barlej* are generally raised with success. 
At 12,000 feet. Captain "Webb saw the finest grain, andat 11,G80, 
he observed forests of oalc, and beds of strawberries and currants 
in full blossom. The pasturage, in consequence probably of 
copious moisture, combined with the power of the sun’s rays, 
grows with a luxuriance almo-st unequalled. The natives, prone 
to exaggeration, assert it to bo inexhaustible, so that whatever 
has been crept during the day is restored in the following night. 
A productive field, however, is occasionally mined bj' the descent 
of glaciers, or beds of snow, which do not melt for several yc.ars. 
It is alleged, indeed, bj’ the inhabitants, that there is a gradual 
lowering of the frozen line, and that the snow covers woods and 
fields which wore once entirely free from it. 

Notwithstanding the shattered and roclcy aspect of those pre- 
cipices, they arc yet covered ndth vast masses of hanging wood. 
Amidst tho wilds, t.all and majestic forests of pine, larch, spruce, 
and silver fir, sometimes even of cypress and cedar, grow, fiourish, 
and decay; for there are no means of conveying the timber to 
any spot where it might bo subservient to human use or orna- 
ment. "With these trees are intermingled numerous bushes loaded 
with the fruits which form tho luxxiry of the northern regions of 
Europe ; gooseberry, raspbeny, strawberry, all unlmown to the 
plains below. In sheltered spots, tho wild rose, the lily of the 
valley, cowslip, dandelion, and various other flowers, are seen 
bursting through tho green carpet. Tho trees and rochs in tho 
higher districts are richly clothed with moss and lichen, the vege- 
tation of the countries bordering on the arctic circle; a specimen 
of the latter has even been observed resembling that which 
flourishes in Iceland, and which is imported for medicinal purposes 
under the name of Iceland moss. 

After passing the crest of the Himalayah, and descending the 
northern side, quite a different scene opens to the view. The 
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jicrioilicnl rnins, which plentifully wnlcr nil the oppoMte fare, 
cnnnol puss timt Ircmcndoiia harrier. Snow nlrn falh* in nitieli 
Hinnilcr quniitily, nnd is more easily incHed. 'I'lio » amo hijcnriant 
verdure nnd vcgclntion no longer clothe tho?c roinolcln-ight^, which 
nro dcseribcd hy Jncqticinonl ns sleep nnd mdu’d, rovi rcd with 
ehruha, ptirchcd grass, nnd debris wnshed down hy the. v.nfcM. 
Yet It is rcmnrhnhlc Hint n mild clitnnic, fit for the jiraduction of 
vnhinhlo grain, rcnehc.3 to n coiisiderahl}' grentcr ch'vniiori here 
thnn even on the southern face. In the Tartar j»crgnnnnh of 
ITungnrung, the village of Jsnho, 12,000 feel high, was rcen 
surrounded hy the most luxiirinnt crops of wheat nnd barley. A 
hamlet, in the north-east of Kimnwur, nt M,lt00 feel, i- dc'erihed 
hy Dr. Gerard ns being encompassed with the finest fields of the 
latter; nnd it appeared to him that ciilltin! might he rarried to the 
height of IG,000 or 17,000 feet. Kven the gra.'s.’cs, though 
having n withered appearance, nro of a milritiou.s species, nnd 
nfibvd suhsistcncc to numerous flocks nnd herds. Passes 20,000 
feet high have, in this region, been found clear of snow. It is 
rcmnrknhlo that, on coming to the outer face of one of these 
mountains, oven with n southern c-xiio-suro, the temperature h 
graatlj’- diminished. The ease is the same with peaks projected 
into the air, like promontories into the ocean ; though the cau=!c 
of the pcculinr mildness in this enclosed part of the great range 
seems not to bo fully understood. Mr. Roylo suggests the reflec- 
tion of the sun's rays from opposite mountains, nnd the warm 
vapours ascending from the sheltered valleys which lie between 
them. 

Tlio animal world in this higher region undergoes n change 
equally striking with tlic vegetable. The clcplKint nnd tiger, 
kings of the forests beneath, dhsappenr, or arc very seldom seen. 
Depredations nro chiefly committed hy the wild cat, the bear, and 
the hog. The chamois bounds from rock to rock, and the forests 
arc filled with deer of various species ; of which the most rare and 
precious is that producing the musk. It is found only in the 
loftiest heights, amid rocks which the human foot scarcely dares 
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(0 trwcl. The inoft inton?c coW is r-o c^sf.nUnt <o its Hfo, tlint the 
yotinjr, on hciii};; lironglit tiow n to n wann sitnntion, nsnnlly porish in 
A few liny.e. Tiici forc-ts at all tlu* tnoro inodemtc vlcvationx arc filled 
with lloeh'S t‘f such fov.-h; a*; are elsewhere ihimcvlicatcil, lje.ro 
running ahotsl wild, Icnipting the imrstnl of the rportsman; btit, 
as they very jchlonr taho wing, they are with diiucuU), reached by 
the gun. The jjcacoch disjdays hi.« glitteritig {dmn.tgc only on 
the lower hills. The. rovcrclgn eagle is sehhujj de*cried amid the 
clitT?, which Am itihahile<l by bites, h-awl;.®, .and others of the 
minor predatory hinls. Partridge^ and phcas.ajtis are jnniKjr* 
oiss and of various species; the latter arc even seen flying 
amid the snows at a great elevation, lives .Kwarm in .all the 
lower district-*, making their hivc.s in the hollow.s of trees; 
thc«c! the nalivc.s jdnndcr hy merely raising a loud noise, which 
causes ihe'jjw.irni to is«uo forth ami leave, the honey unjiro- 
tcctcd. 

The, dojiicstic animals, fed hy the natives on their rich p.isturcs, 
arc the common black cattle, of India, comhijjcd with the yak of 
Thibet, A mule bred between the two is also very common. 
Tlic latter jiroduce* with either of the pure species, and even with 
its onvn kind, though in this last e.nscit soon degenerates. Sheep 
and goats arc also reared in large numbers, not only for the 
ordinary purimscs of food and clothing, hut for the conveyance of 
merchandise, which they .’done arc fitted to tnansporl over the 
steep mounlain-passc.s. Besides the common pheep, there is 
another breed, powerful, and long-legged, and able to bear 
more than double Ibc burden of the other; it.s wool is also verj* 
fine. 

The most elevated part of thi.s stupendons v.angc is that to the 
north of Bengal, along the heads of the Gogra, the Ganges, and 
the Jumna, and westward ns far ns the Sutlcdgc. In this line 
there arc supposed to ho at least twenty-eight peaks higher than 
Chimborazo; and several appear, upon strict measurement, to 
reach 25,000 feet. Tlirco, farther to the north, seen at diflerent 
times, hut at some distance, by Jloorcroft, Gerard, and a govern- 
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went surveyor, could not, 16 was tliought by these gcnllomon, fall 
short of 29,000 or even 30,000 feet. This subliine formation, 
supposed to be 1000 miles in length and eighty in breadth, does 
not enclose anything that ean properly bo called a tabledand; for 
though, from the plain, it appears, like a succession of ridges, in 
the interior it is found composed of arms, radiating in every 
direction, intcrsootcd by deep ravines, through which the waters 
struggle, and are often turned in opposite directions. Tlicir lino 
is so winding and irregular, that the traveller is usually obliged 
to cross the summit of the ridge, as if no openings existed. It is 
observed, too, that the north-western face is always rugged, while 
that to the north-cast is shelving. The declivity towards Thibet 
is small, when compared to the descent on the southern side; indi- 
cating the great elevation of that country, which is estimated not 
to fall short of 15,000 feet. 

'Westward of the Sutlcdgc, the Himnlayah greatly declines, or 
rather, according to Baron HUgcl, it stretches in a northern direc- 
tion, along the frontier of Thibet, detaching only an inferior 
branch along the Indian border. The wliite summits arc no 
longer seen in a continuous line, but appear only singly, and at 
some distance. The most wcstci'n is Tricota Devi, a beautiful 
three-peaked mountain, and beyond it a break occurs, which, how- 
ever, to an eye looking from Indio, is filled up by more distant 
masses. Southward of Cashmere, the Peer Pandjahl, as it is 
called, rears its snowy head, though not altogether to the same 
stupendous height; and it is continued to the Hindoo Coosh, which 
separates Cabul from Tartary. 

A natural division of this high country is formed by the narrow 
valleys, or rather ravines, furrowed out by those mighty rivers 
which descend from the heights to water the plains of Hindostan. 
These glens, all deep, dark, and enclosed by precipitous walls, 
have each, besides, its own peculiar aspect; and a late traveller 
lias enabled us to form some idea of the loading features which 
distinguish those of the Sutlcdgo, the Pabur, the Jumna, and the 
Baglmrutteo, or principal head of the Ganges. 



NATURAL FRATURES OF INDIA. 


17 


The glen of the Siitledge is little more than a profound and 
gloomy chasm, without the romantic heauty produced hy swelling 
hanks or fringing woods. Cultivation appears only on a few 
scattered patches; no villages smile along its hoi'der, though 
numerous forts frown over its steeps. The Pahur, a tributary of 
the Jumna, presents a pleasing variety compared to this or to any 
other ravine of the Himalayah. It rolls through a vale of moderate 
breadth; its hanks and the slopes above are beautifully studded 
with fields, woods, and villages; while brown hills, tipped with 
rocks and snow, tower in the background. The Jumna, again, 
has its borders generally bold and savage; all its higher tracts, 
too, consist of mighty rocks and precipices buried under huge 
masses of snow. Yet the lower grounds are wooded; and along 
the river are seen some nan'owr vales, rising into -slopes covci'ed 
with cultivation and verdure, which diversify even its wildest 
scenes with a mixture of softness and elegance. The hanks of 
the Bagharuttee, a broader stream, which has woi’n a still deeper 
bed through the mountain-strata, are beyond all other.s repulsive, 
and equally destitute of beauty and life. These solitary steeps, 
too, are only scantily clothed with the foliage of the sombre fir; 
the cliffs, shattered and splintered, are not even tinted with moss 
or lichen, but, bearing the dusky colours of their natural fracture, 
shoot up on eveiy side into pinnacles of amazing height. 

But, notwithstanding the gloomy aspect of these mountain- 
scenes, there are a few places in which they open out into smiling 
plains of considerable extent. The valleys of Nepaul, indeed, 
besides being very narrow, belong rather to the region of the 
lower hills. Considerably higher is found the Rama Serai, or 
the Happy Valley, where little eminences, villages, and richly 
cultivated fields, combine to form a delightful scene. The most 
extensive opening, however, takes place at its western extremity, 
where these great ridges enclose the little kingdom of Cashmere, 
Avhich, beyond any other spot on earth, seems to merit the 
appellation of a terrestrial paradise. Numerous rivulets flowing 
down the mountain-sides diffiise verdure and beauty over the hills 

B 
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and vnlos, and in flio plainM expand iido an i:xicn iivt! lal:e. pro* 
fuscly adorned with all the pomp of art ajid nafnni. 'J'lio Mo;:ul 
aovcreigiiH had creeled on tlie hanks of tlii/t «h'-et of v/ater ;rny 
palaces and pavilions, to which they were wont to repair their 
jnost pleasing retreat from the toils of empire. The {.oet'i vie 
with each other in celehrating the delights of this Cfiehantitig 
valley. They extol particularly the roo,-. of f’n'hmrri! as poi-^eic;. 
ing beauty without a rival, the opening of who^c hiids is held hy 
their countrymen as a national festival. M. .Inetjurmonf, a very 
recent traveller, considers these dirscriplions of the ci.iuntry n« ex- 
aggcralcd; though Flaron Iltlgcl, who visited it in IH.'J'i, thinks 
that none can bo too flattering. The flora is entirely that of 
Europe, and particidarly of IjombarJy; the gig.nntic iilnne*fre».', 
the vine, the jioplar, cover the lower grounds; while on the 
heights hang majestic forests of cedar and pine. Tlic level part 
of the valley, nearly f»000 feet above the sea, is nhotit eighty 
miles long and from aix to thirty broad; but between the eternal 
snows of the opposite Pandjnhls, or inountnin-ridges, from fifty to 
sixty miles intervene. Shnlimar alone, of the gay pal.acea erected 
by tbc Mogul, is still standing. The beauty of tlie Cas-bmerian 
maidens bas also bccnhigbly celebrated tbrouglioul tlie Ka~t; and 
though M. Jacquemont professes scepticism upon this iioint, he 
gives a solution of his doubt, by mentioning tlie painful circum- 
stance that almost all who possess good looks arc in early life, 
sold and carried away as slaves. 

The passes which extend across this tremendous ridge into 
Thibet arc of extreme and peculiar difticulty. From the .•'tnic- 
turc of the mountains the roads must generally bo carried nearly 
over tboir summits, rising Fometimes as high as 20,000 feet. 
They are in most cases fonned hy a precarious track along the 
alpine torrent, which dashes in an unbroken sheet of foam, through 
dark ravines bordered by precipitous mountain-walls ascending 
above the clouds. Down the perpendicular faces of these stupen- 
dous avenues descend almost continual showers of stony frag- 
ments, broken off from the cliffs above. Occasionally largo por- 
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tions of rock nro detached, and roll down in heaps, effacing every 
path which has heen formed heneath, filling the beds of the rivers, 
and converting them into cataracts. The whole side of a moun- 
tain has been seen thus parted, and spread in fragments at its 
base. Trees torn np, and precipitated into the abyss, lie stretched 
with their branches on the earth, and their roots turned np to the 
sky. Yot'through these tremendous passes, and across all these 
mighty obstructions, the daring industry of mortals -has contrived 
to form tracks, narrow indeed, as well as fearful and perilous, 
butbj’ means of which Thibet and India find it possible to ex- 
change their respective commodities. Nothing, it is true, resem- 
bling a waggon, not even the ordinaiy beasts of burden, can pass 
tins way. The goods, as already suggested, are placed on the 
backs of goats and sheep, which alone can scramble along these 
precipitous routes, though, in other respects, these animals are 
ill-fitted for such a laborious employment. Goats, in descending, 
are often pressed down by the load, while sheep, if at all urged, 
are very apt to run, — a movement which' is here attended with 
the' utmost peril. In some cases human aid is required, and these 
patient quadrupeds are raised and lo'wered by slings. The prin- 
cipal passes are those of Niti and Mana, 'by -the heads of the 
Ganges; Juwar, Darma, and Byanse, by those of the Gogra. 
They are connected by a few cross-paths ; but these are uncertain, 
and passable only in the very height of summer. ' ' 

In proceeding along these stupendous heights, the traveller 
occasionally experiences a distressing sensation. The atmosphere, 
rarefied to excess, becomes neai-ly unfit for supporting respiration, 
— ^the action of the lungs being impeded, the slightest fatigue 
overpowers him, — he stops at every three or four steps, gasping 
for breath, — the skin is painful, and blood bursts from the lips, — 
sometimes he is affected by giddiness in the head and a tendency 
to vertigo. The natives, who are also seized with these symptoms 
without being able to divine the physical cause, ■ ascribe them to 
bis, or bisk, meaning air poisoned, as they imagine, by the dele- 
terious odour of certain flowers. A little observation would have 
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shown them that the flowers in these regions have scarcely any 
scent ; while it is in the most elevated tracts, where all vegetation 
has ceased, that the feelings in question hecome the most severe 
and .oppressive. 

The arrangements for facilitating a passage over these frightful 
cliffs are still more perilous than those employed on the lower de- 
clivities. Kude staircases are constructed along the precipices, by 
which the traveller is invited to make his way. The road in some 
places is formed merely by posts driven into the side of the steep, 
over which branches of trees and earth arc spread, affording a 
narrow footpath, suspended at a fearful height above the torrent, 
and shaking beneath the tread of the passenger. 

Amid these awful scenes there are two spots peculiarly sacred 
and sublime; those, namely, where the Jumna and the Ganges, 
the two rivers which give grandeur and fertility to the plain of 
Hindostan, burst from beneath the eternal snows. No mortal 
foot has yet ascended to their original springs, situated in the 
most elevated recesses of the mountains'. There they issue forth 
as torrents, amid broken masses of granite, to force their way 
through the deep glens of the middle Eimalayab. Above them, 
huge piles of rock and heaps of snow rise higher and higher, till 
they shoot up into the two amazing peaks of Eoodroo Himala 
and Jumnavatari. 

\Jumnotree is situated at the foot of the immense mountain-mass 
of Bunderpouch, the upper section of which is entirely buried in 
snow; but the brow which overhangs the village is rendered 
green by the trickling of numberless rills that fall down and unite 
in a broad basin, the fountain of the Jumna. The highest peak 
that towers above is estimated by Mr. Colebrooke at 25,500 feet, 
which, however, Mr. Fraser suspects to be considerably overrated. 
The river is here swelled by numerous hot springs issuing from the 
rocky banks, or from pools in its own current. Captain Hodgson 
penetrated to several of these fountains that lay concealed beneath 
vast beds of snow, which, being melted by the exhalations, were 
formed into spacious halls resembling vaulted roofs of marble. 
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The mountain-scenery which surrounds Gangoutri, where the 
infant Ganges hursts into view, is still more sublime and amazing. 
The traveller winds his way to this place, clambering over steep 
rocks, or creeping along the face of precipices, whore flights of 
steps are formed by posts driven into the crevices. At length he 
reaches the village, consisting only of a few huts and the temple 
dedicated to Mahadco. Here the naked and pointed cliffs, shoot- 
ing up to the skies, wuth confused masses of rook lying at their 
feet, and only a few trees rooting themselves in the deep chasms, 
make the spectator feel as if he trode on the ruins of a former 
world. Shattered precipices, which frown over the temple, have 
strewn the vicinity with enormous fragments of granite, destined 
probably one day to overwhelm the edifice itself. A few old pines 
throw a dark shade over the troubled waters, whose roar is heard 
beneath, mingled with the stifled but fearful sound of the stones 
borne down by the current. Rocky heights shut in the prospect 
on every side except towards the east, where, behind a crowd of 
naked spires, the view is bounded by the four snowy peaks of 
Roodroo Himala. 

Mr. Fraser attempted to trace the Ganges above Gangoutri to 
a spot famous in India under the appellation of “The Cow’s 
Month,” the river being represented as rushing there from be- 
neath the snows through an aperture bearing that particular 
form. The ruggedness of the banks and other obstacles obliged 
him to return ; but Captain Hodgson, after three days of severe 
toil, reached this memorable spot, and saw the stream issuing 
from under a perpendicular wall of frozen snow, with numerous 
depending idcles, in a manner not very dissimilar to that which 
Indian report had led him to expect. 

The two places above mentioned, with the lower shrines of 
Bhadrinath and Kedarnath, and indeed the whole of this region, 
possess a peculiarly sacred character in the eyes of the Hindoo, 
and are the scene of many of the most remarkable fictions in his 
poetical mythology. They are esteemed the chosen dwelling of 
Siva or Mahadeo, the third person in the Hindoo trinity, who, in 
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witlulrnwng from Liinka or Ceylon, llimw tip, it is prcloniletl, 
the nimnltiyah ns his place of retrent. Dewtas, or Hpirits, nre 
imagined to Imunt the inaccessible glens, and by feigned sounds 
to nlluro the nnfortunato passenger inJo their recesses, tvlicnce he 
never rctunig to the living world. Pilgrimage, the favourite 
form of Hindoo devotion, is most frequently performed into these 
mysterious solitudes, where many, however, in nl tempting to 
penetrnto hy the rugged paths buried in snow, either perish, or 
lose partially the use of tlieir limbs. The perils which bar the 
approach to Gangoutri deter the greater number of the devotees, 
who ascend from the great fair at Ilurdwnr, from proceeding 
beyond the lower shrine of Phadrinatb, which, in the year vrlicn 
Captain "Webb was there, had been visited by between *15,000 
and 50,000 pilgrims. 

The Deccan or Southern Pcnin.sula, which alone remains to be 
described, presents none of those singular features that distinguish 
the great central plain and its northern botmdaiy. Hills occa- 
sionally rising to the rank of mountains, and enclosing tnblc- 
■ lands of v.arious elevation, diversify its surface, and procure for it 
at once the climate and vegetation of the tropical and of the tem- 
perate zones. But the most prominent feature is a range of 
heights corresponding to the triangular form of this part of the 
continent. Tlie northern border consists in a tract of high coun- 
try stretching from the Gulf of Cambay to tlie Bay of Bengal, 
chiefly along both banks of the Nerbudda, and composing the 
provinces of Jlalwah, Candcish, and Gnndwana, to which ha.s 
been given the appellation of Central India. It is knomi by the 
name of the Vyndhya chain; yet it is so widely extended, and 
of such moderate height, seldom exceeding 2000 feet, that it 
seems rather a very rough and broken table-land than a regular 
mountain-range. Various local names are given to its branehes. 
In some of the districts rise perpendicular heights, witli a plain 
at the top, on which, as already mentioned, are constructed those 
strong hill-forts peculiar to that part of the world. From its 
extremities extend southward two parallel chains, called the 
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Ghnut*!, wl)ich, nl. a greater or Icps <lislaiJC(\ girdle the Avliolc of 
the opposite coasts of Malahar and Coromandel. 

The ^Yoslo^l Ghauts, which range along the Indian Ocean, 
stand generally at a small distance from the sea, ajid somctimc.s 
approach so close that their clifls arc washed hy its waves. liforc 
commonly at ten or twelve, mile.s from the shore, thc\' rear their 
pc.ahs, crowned, nntlihe those of the llimalayah with the trees of the 
Icmpcnatc or aretic zone-s, hut with the stately palms and aromatic 
shnih.s which form the pride of tropic.il groves. The most v.ilu- 
ahlc of these productions arc the plant hearing the pepper, — the 
hotel, whose leave.! arc the universal mastic.itory in India, — the 
.ircei-palm, the nut of which is chewed along with the hotel, — 
the sago-palm, whence flow.s a rich and nourishing juice, — and 
the cocoa-p.ihn, so famed for its numerous and imjwrtant uses. 
Higher than all towera the tc.ak-trce, whose timher, stronger and 
more durahlo than that of the IJriti.sh ofik, fonns the material of 
Oricnt.il navies. This chain doc.s not in the northern part reach 
above 3000 feet. Near Homh.iy, the Pc.ik of Mahahnlcshwar, 
5000 feet high, affords a convenient .station for inv.ilids from that 
city. But it i.s on the coast of Ganara at»d JIalahar, southv.-.ird 
of the iiffeenth degree of latitude, that this rjingc attains its 
greatest height, shooting up pinn.iclcs of granite COOO feet. At 
the boundary of Mysore there crosses the continent a ridge c.illcd 
the 2silgcrrics, the highest in all this part of India, having one 
peak estimated at 8700 feet, which has lately hccoihc a most 
important .sanitary retreat. ^Ir. Roylo conceives this group as 
joining together and closing the parallel chain of the two Ghaiits, 
so that from thence only a single arm stretches southward to C.ipo 
Comorin. The western coast is in general very low, and tr.a- 
versed hy numerous rivers flowing par.illel to the shore, thus 
affording grc.it convenience for inland navigation. 

The Eastern Ghauts, rising behind the Coromandel coast, arc 
gcnerallj’ less lofty, but spread into more numerous hrnnehes, and 
over a wider surface. They leave also a broader phiin between 
them and the sea; yet, unless in the dclto.B of the great rivers, 
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•wliicli from llic west cross the Ghniits, and fall into the Hay of 
Bengal, this space hears aomcwlmt of a iinhcd and arid characlrr. 
There occur even extensive tracts of sandy soil impregnated with 
saline suhstanecs, which in some degree taint the ntmosplicrc. 
More to the north, in Orissa and the Circars, the high gronnds 
often advance close to the sea, and consist to a great extent of 
mountain and jungle, continuing in a more uncultivated slat*!, and 
peopled by move uncivilized races, than almost any other part of 
India. Cultaclt, again, a district approaching the G-nuges, is so 
low as to he liable to frequent inundations from the sea, which, in 
1830, 1831, 1832, and 1833, broke the hounds or harriers, and 
overflowed numerous fields. 

These three ranges enclose a table-land, elevated nearly two 
thousand feet above the level of the ocean, and comprising the 
main body of Southern India. The south-western track, llu; 
original scat of Maiiratta power, forms a hilly country, not es- 
tremoly rugged, hut interspersed with deep valleys. In its aBjicct 
it is decidedly highland, and is a fit residence for a pa‘itoral 
people of predatory linhits. The central region, composing the 
once powerful kingdoms of Golconda nnd Bcjaporc, comprehends 
extensive plains, secured by their elevation from the scorching 
heats which afllict the territory along the coast. The surface is 
generally level, and possesses much fertility, though diversified 
by those insulated sleeps which supply a position for the almost 
impregnable hill-forts. The extreme southern district, called the 
Carnatic, is divided into two table-lands, the Balnghaut and the 
Mysore, considerably liigher than those of the Deccan, and on 
that account including a greater variety of climate, soil, and pro- 
duction. 

The mountain-scenery of Southern India in general, though 
wanting those features which invest the Himalayah with so 
sublime a character, is beautiful, striking, and picturesque. It 
assimilates more to that of Wales and Scotland, — with this pecu- 
liarity, that it never rises above the limit of 'the richest vegeta- 
tion, and has its highest summits crowned with woods nnd 
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vcr<l«rc. The gTentcr pnrl is under cuKivntion ; though there is 
dislribnlctl over it n considcmhlc portion of jungle, rook, forest, 
nncl even of Fonily wnstc. 

The political convlition of the tlifferent regions of India varies 
Ftrifcinglv according to the pcc«tHaritics in their physical cirenm- 
Ftanccs. The groat central plain, for example, has generally, 
from (he earliest ages, been the scat of an empire whose greatness 
and splendour have eclipsed those of almost every other country. 
Some detached portions, ns Hcngal in (he cast, nnd tins Punjaub 
in the west, have been frequently divided from the main body ; 
but, under a vigorous nnd warlike dynasty, they have been as 
often reunited. It might have been expected that Itidia, sepn* 
rated from other countries by a vast ocean and the loftiest nmun- 
tain-barricr on earth, would have been secured from foreign 
aggression ; but nothing could check the avarice nnd ambition 
which were attracted by the fame of her grent wealth. That 
ocean has been passed, — those inountnin-barricrs have been 
sealed, — and during many generations she has submitted without 
hope of deliverance to the yoke of the stranger. 

The power which bears rule over this central empire 1ms usiinlly 
aspired to the dominion of the whole j but (ho bucccss of such 
undertakings has been only partial .and Icmporaiy. They have 
been chiefly directed (ow.ards the extensive plains of the Deccan, 
which have in fact for ages been under foreign sway, — composed 
of branches broken off from the great trunk of Jlogul dominion. 
In the most southern quarter, the table-lands nnd coasts have 
been shared among a number of little kingdoms, wealthy, popu- 
lous, and civilized. These have often owned allegiance, nnd even 
paid tribute, to the iMogul, or more frequently to the Deccan 
rulers ; but in all essential rc.spects they have ranked as indepen- 
dent states. 

The mountain-regions of Northern India have enjoyed a hap- 
pier lot, and been inhabited generally by races different from 
those which occupy the lower parts of the peninsula. The rugged 
tracts of the higher Ilimnlayah are possessed by bold, fierce, 
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fidini-Tftrlnr triJics, wlio «cfircp1y noTjiiowlcflyo llio fiuprctnncy of 
fli(! Kovcrnl j) 0 \vcrrt wliicli govftr/j tlin Jidjncnfit plniji'*. They 
Jinvfl cvcji from limes lo time linrn«SP(l liioir npigliisoiir,'! by pro- 
(Inlory iiiromlx ; but llmir mnnll ntimbor, ond tbn ptrnng barrlrra 
by Avbich they nro Kftjmrntcfl, bnvo jircvorilod them from forming 
any oxicissivo RclKsmcn of (;omjiic«t. 

Sinoo ibo war witii Xapatil, n cosmidarnblo Irnat bn<i ispon an* 
nexed to llm ]3rilisli domininn — to wliicb ofliror-t of Ibo I{an;jal 
jsrcsidaacy arc now in flic habit of resorting with a viosv to tlin 
rest oral ion of lienltb. At Simla and liandotir, go^'crnment have 
formed HlalioiiH for invalids; and, in the vicinily of lliou* jilaccs, 
villas built by opulent Europeans slnd the Riimmit of bills rising 
7000 or 8000 feel above the sea, and commanding extensive 
views info the regions of perjscfiinl snow. 
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CHAPTER n. 

KNOWLEDGE OF INDIA AMONG THE ANCIENTS. 

India early knonrn to the Ancients— Accounts In Scriptnro of Its Trade— Bacchus — Sesostrls 
— Esqpcdltlon of Scmtramls— Conquest hy Darios— Accounts by Ilcrodotus and Cteslas— 
Expedition of Alexander— He Is obliged to return— Voyage down the Indus— Voyage of 
Nearchus— Alexander's March through Gcdrosla— Accounts of India obtained by this 
Channd— Kingdoms of Syria and of Bactria-lts Numismatic licmains— Mercantile Voy- 
age from Egypt to India- Coasts which were then visited. 

India, to the view of the earliest Greek and Boman writers, 
appeared an almost inaccessihle region; the extensive seas which 
intervene being in the infancy of* navigation considered quite 
impassable. The inland route, besides its very great length and 
the imperfect means of convej'ance, lay partly across the loftiest 
ridge of mountains in the world, partly through deserts as dreary 
as those of Arabia. Yet the country had features which, seen 
even at this mysterious distance, strongly attracted attention 
among the civilized nations of antiquity. Its wealth and large 
population made it one of the principal objects of. ambition to 
those great conquerors who aimed at universal empire; its fabrics, 
the most beautiful that human art has anywhere produced, were 
sought hy merchauts.at the expense of the greatest toils and 
dangers; and the manners of its people, as well as the maxims of 
its sages, had something original and peculiar, which strongly 
excited philosophical inquiry. For these reasons, from .the first 
moment that its existence became known doTO to the present 
day, Hindostan has continued to hold a conspicuous name in the 
Western world. 

In the sacred volume, which contains the earliest of our his- 
torical records, no statement is made whence we might conclude 
that the Jews had arrived at any knowledge of India. The Great 
River (Euphrates), and the territory immmediately beyond it, 
appeared to them the most remote objects to the eastward, and 
are described under the appellation of the “ ends of the earth.'” 
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Yet those writings make a direct allusion to the extensive cara- 
van routes, formed at an early period for conveying the manufac- 
tures of that opulent region into the kingdoms of the West. We 
cannot hesitate to believe, with Dr. Vincent, that the embroidered 
work, and chests of rich apparel hound with cords, mentioned by 
Ezekiel (xxvii. 23) as brought from Haran, Canneh, and other 
towns on the Euphrates, wore not produced by the ingenuity of 
the nations on that river, hut drawn from the more distant coun- 
tries of Eastern Asia. We have little doubt, also, that the trade 
across Arabia, by way of Dedan and Idumea, and of which 
“ precious cloths ” are mentioned as the staple, was an Indian 
trade. 

Bacchus, in the classic mythology, is named as the conqueror 
of India ; hut this tradition, though probably not destitute of some 
foundation, is so enveloped in fable that we can attach to it little 
historical importance. Whether that country was at all included 
in the wide career of invasion, rather than of conquest, pursued 
by Sesostris, seems extremely doubtful ; though some light may 
perhaps he thrown upon the subject by the researches now in 
progress for the interpretation of Egyptian hieroglyphics. 

The next expedition into the East, which is described in more 
ample detail, was that accomplished by Semiramis, the celebrated 
queen of Assyria. Although the knowledge possessed by the 
Greeks respecting the early Asiatic empires is exceedingly im- 
perfect, yet the great fame of this enterprise, and the various 
shapes in which it has been reported, leave little room to doubt 
that it was actually undertaken. In the absence of a narrative 
on which a fuller dependence might be placed, recourse must he 
had to the account given by Diodorus. The Assyrian queen, it 
is said, having extended her dominion widely over Western Asia, 
till even Bactria was comprehended within it, and having been 
informed that India was the most populous, the most wealthy, and 
the most beautiful of kingdoms, determined to employ all the re- 
sources of her empire in attempting its conquest. Only two cir- 
cumstances made this great exploit appear impracticable. One 
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wns tlic broad and rapid stream of tbo Indus, with the entire 
want of vessels fitted for its passage ; tbo other wns tbc strength 
and formidable character of the war-elephants, the very aspect of 
which struck terror into troops unaccustomed to their presence. 
To supply these deficiencies, the queen engaged naval architects 
from riicnicia, Cyprus, and other maritime districts; and, ns 
proper nintcriala were not to he found on the hanks of the river, 
she caused vessels suited to its nangalion to ho constructed at 
Bactra, and conveyed thence overland. For supplying the want 
of elephants a still more singular plan wns devised. Three hun- 
dred thousand oxen were slain, and their hides formed into the 
shape of the Inigc animals to he represented, within w'hich camels 
and men were introduced as the moving power. After three 
years spent in these extraordinary preparations, she sent forward 
her .mnics, which some writers dcscriho ns amounting to several 
millions of comh.atants ; hut the narrative of Gtesias, itself much 
exaggerated, estimates them at three hundred thousand foot, five 
hundred thousand horse, while two thousand boats and the mock 
elephants were conveyed on the kacks of camels. St.ibrohates, 
the Indian king, was ready to meet them on the eastern hank, 
with four thousand boats framed out of the reeds (canes) which 
grew in ahundancc on its marshy hordcr-s. At the same time he 
collected, from the various districts of India, an army oven 
greater than th.at of Scmirainis, supported by a numerous body of 
elephants. The two powers first encountered each other in the 
rlvcr-strc.am, where the queen giuncd a decided advantage, sink- 
ing many of the enemy’s harks, and obtaining possession of both 
shores. She then constructed a spacious bridge, by which the 
whole army passed, and advanced against her adversaries. In 
front the pretended elephants ranged in order of battle, somewhat 
surprised and appalled the native troops ; hut Stahrohates, having 
learned by means of deserters the real composition of these ficti- 
tious quadrupeds, prepared without apprehension to encounter 
them. As long as the contest was confined to the cavalry, 
victory inclined to the side of Assyria; hut as soo^'>«^the 
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from slicep, nnd like it used for clothing, is evidently cotton, — a 
substance then unknown in the West. The statement, too, that 
some natives kill no living thing, hut subsist w’holly on herbs, 
points out a characteristic fact in Indian manners; while the 
assertion that others of them neither cultivate the ground nor in* 
habit houses, clearly applies to the superstitious practices of the 
yogites or fakirs. The Padaci, probably a mountain-horde, arc 
described as living on raw flesh, while the people bordering on the 
river are sa[id to subsist on raw fish. The singular statement that 
when any one, male or female, falls sick, his relations kill him, 
and feed upon the body, as well as another passage asserting that 
those who feel themselves indisposed go out into' the desert, and 
die without any one caring for them, may have been suggested by 
the various forms of self-immolation, which, if not urged, arc at 
least permitted, by the nearest kindred. A remarkable notice is 
conveyed respecting the great quantity of gold found in mines and . 
in the beds of rivers; to which is appended an odd story respecting 
huge ants that defend this, treasure, and often give chase to those 
who attempt to collect it. 

The work of Ctesias, who, after the time of Herodotus, com- 
municated the information collected during a long residence in ■ 
Persia, is known to us only through the medium of some fragments 
preserved by Photius and other authors. The knowledge of India 
in his time does not appear to have been any farther extended. 

He mentions no river except the Indus, yet says that the inhabi- 
tants in its neighbourhood are the remotest people known to the 
eastward ; so that his intelligence evidently terminated with the 
western desert, and did not include the vast regions which com- 
pose the proper Hindostan. Yet, even under this limited view, 
he relates that it surpassed in number all other nations; and hence 
it may be inferred, that the country, even in that early age, was 
populous and highly cultivated. His descriptions of the animals 
and vegetables, though bearing some traces of truth, are greatly 
mixed with fable. Some light, however, is thrown on the reports,, jr 
of Herodotus conceraing the gold of India, which is here sta; ■ 
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l)C founil, not like tliat of J*nclaliis in tlio beds of rivers, bnt in 
extensive nnd rugged inountnins, Immilcd by wild beasts of i)ccti- 
liar form and fierceness. For Ibis reason, it is added, only a 
small quantity of the precious metal could be extracted from tbc 
mines; and it is probable tliat tbeir remote nnd difiieult situation 
led to an exaggerated idea of tbeir real importance. 

Much more ample information respecting this quarter of tbc 
globe was obtained from tbc expedition of Alexander, tboiigb that 
great conqueror did not pass or perhaps even reneb the limit 
ivbich bad arrested tbc progress of Darius. Having overrun the 
whole Persian empire as far ns Bnclra (B.alkb), the capital of 
Bactrin, nnd finding it ovcrj’wbcrc subdued nnd submissive, be 
determined to cross the mountains, nnd complete the subjugation of 
the known world by conquering India. He cleared the ridge of 
Paropamisus, probabl}* by the great caravan-route between Balkh 
and Candabar, without having snilured any Korions loss, though 
it is admitted that the reduction of tbc strongholds by which the 
passes of the mountains were guarded gave occasion to several 
arduous conflicts, lie then marched eastward, nnd reached the 
Indus at or near Atlock, where its breadth is considerably less 
than in most other parts of its lower course; nnd he crossed it 
without encountering any obstacles, but such as arose from the 
rapidity of the current. Although this hero founded his claim to 
India on its being a province of the Persian empire, transferred to 
him by right of conquest, the truth appears to be, that during the 
weak reigns of the successors of Darius, every trace of their 
dominion had been entirely obliterated; the country not being 
even united under one sovereign, but parcelled out among numerous 
independent chiefs. The first whose territories the Maccdoni.m 
entered was named Taxiles, or Tacshailas, who, either considering 
resistance hopeless, or expecting to derive advantage from the 
Greek alliance, immediatel}' joined him with all his forces. Bnt 
when the conqueror reached the Hydaspes, he found its opposite 
bank ocenpied by Porus, or Phoor, with a very numerous army, 
composed of stronger men and braver troops than those whom he 
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had so easily vanquished in Persia, and selected, it is probable, 
from the Eajputs and mountain-tribes, the most warlike part of 
the Hindoo population. The difficulties of the invading army 
were increased by the rainy season, which had swelled the liver 
to a height that made it impossible for- the soldiers to ford it. 
Alexander, however, displayed his generalship by taking advantage 
of a wooded island at some distance below ; to which, while making 
a feigned attempt in another quarter, he transported the flower of 
his phalanx ns well as the best of his cavalry. These, having 
easil}’ defeated the small force ivhich hastened to oppose their 
landing, were soon drawn up in order of battle. Porus without 
delay attacked the strangers; and his defeat, his noble bearing 
in captivity, and the generous treatment bestowed upon him, arc 
well-known events in the history of the Grecian prince. 

Alexander having overcome this formidable enemy, pressed 
onward, and soon arrived on the banks pf the Hyidiasis, the modern 
Sutlcdgc, and the last of that series of rivers which water the 
Punjaub. But here his progress was arrested by the cele- 
brated mutiny, which seems to have originated in the opinion of 
his followers, from the highest to the lowest, that no farther 
advance could be made with advantage or safety. The extensive 
desert which it was necessary to pass, joined to the great magni- 
tude and populousncss of the eastern regions, rendered the attempt 
at invasion most hazardous, and precluded almost every hope of 
being able to preserve any conquests which they might make in 
so remote a quarter. Their leader was therefore obliged to set 
bounds to his vast ambition, and to resign the fondly cberished hope 
of reaching the Ganges, and the supposed extremity of the world. 

It behoved Alexander to commence the disagreeable task of 
returning towards Assyria; but he resolved at least to vary his 
route, and thereby to extend his acquaintance with the country 
which he had overrun. Among his other great qualities he was 
animated with an ardent thii-st for knowledge, and particularly for 
geographical discovery. In retracing bis steps towai-ds Babylon, 

therefore, which he made his Asiatic capital, it appeared to him 
c 
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that he might have an opportunity of determining the coukc of the 
Indus and the southern limits of Asia. He was encouraged by an 
idea, and even belief, which to ua it appears astonishing he could 
even for a moment have cherished, that the Indus and the Kile 
were the same river. But we must not, from the full light we 
now enjoy, denounce too severely the imperfect steps by which the 
ancients groped their way in that twilight of science. The voyage 
of Scylax being probably forgotten or doubted, and the shores of 
Asia as well as the situation of the Arabian and Persian Gulfs 
continuing still very imperfectly known, the imagined circuit 
uniting the two rivers might appear by no means impossible. 

Having formed this resolution, he proceeded to execute it with 
his characteristic activity. Having found on the banks of the 
Hydaspes an ample store of excellent timber, he employed the 
Pbenicians and other maritime people, belonging to his army to 
construct out of it a fleet of more than two thousand vessels, of 
which eighty had three banks of oars. He put some of his troops 
on board, while strong detachments encamped on cither side of 
the stream. After solemn sacrifices, celebrated both in the 
Grecian and Indian manner, this great armament began its move- 
ment. The varied and imposing spectacle, — ^the shouting of the 
troops, — ^the brandishing of so many thousand oars, as the flotilla 
dropped down the majestic river, — ^filled with admiration the 
natives, who watched its progress to a considerable distance. 
Some time was spent in attacking certain strong places of the 
Malli (people of Moultan), who arc accused by the Greek historians 
of a hostile disposition, although their whole conduct seems to 
have been strictly defensive; and Alexander appears to have 
rashly sacrificed many of his soldiers, and even endangered his 
own life, in making conquests which he could never hope to retain. 
After the voyage down the Indus, which from various causes was 
protracted to nine months, he found, enclosed by the branches of 
that river, the large insular territory of Pattala. On his approach 
the inhabitants fled, and allowed him to occupy their capital with- 
out resistance. 
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Fnrtliev down, the stream divide^ itself into two spacious 
channels; in descending one of which his followers w'cre much 
surprised and alarmed, when the water, suddenly receding, left a 
great part of the ships on dry land. Next day it rose again and 
floated the vessels;’ and hence it was soon perceived that these 
alternations were occasioned by the tide, and that the Indus, once 
supposed to reach the plain of Egypt, was already approaching 
its termination. The ting then put a stop to the progress of the 
main fleet, and sailed down with a few vessels to the mouth of the 
river, where he heheld, spreading before him as far as the eye 
could reach, the magnificent expanse of the ocean. Exulting to 
have thus, as ho conceived, reached one of the grand boundaries 
of the earth, he formed the idea of turning his discovery to the 
advantage of science, and perhaps of commerce. He proposed to 
employ a small squadron in surveying the coast, from this point 
to the entrance of the Euphrates, where the expedition might join 
the army which he was now preparing to lead back to Babylon. 
The enterprise, however, appeared so very hazardous, that none 
of the naval chiefs were willing to undertake it except Nearchus, 
the most distinguished of their number and admiral of the fleet. 
Alexander hesitated much before he would consent to expose so 
precious a life; but finding that no other w'ould volunteer, he at 
length yielded his concurrence. 

Nearchus accordingly performed his celebrated voyage along 
the coast; during which he suffered very severely, chiefly from 
the great scarcity of provisions, as a large extent of the land was 
completely desert, and the rest inhabited by rude tribes, from 
whom no supplies could be obtained except by violence. At 
length he entered the Persian Gulf, where he found a fertile and 
friendly shore, in which all the wants of the fleet were supplied, 
and where his crews soon recruited their strength. Here, with 
great joy, he learned that the Grecian camp was pitched at the 
distance of only a few days’ journey in the interior. He accord- 
ingly set out with five of his ofScers, who received the most 
hearty congi'atulations from their sovereign and countrymen, who 
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by that time had almost resigned every hope of their return. 
Alexander himself, in inarehing through Gedrosia, the modem 
Meliran and Beloochistan, saw his army exposed to miseries and 
dangers, greater, if possible, than the sailors had encountered. 
Their route lay through immense deserts of moving sand, rising 
into steep hillochs, into which the feet sunk as in mire or in the 
sea. "Water occun'ed onl}* at long intervals, when the}' reached 
the hanks of rapid streams ; and so eager were the men to quench 
their thirst, that some of them plunged into the current and lost 
their lives. Indeed, of all the rash enterprises which have been 
laid to the charge of that conqueror, this march was perhaps the 
most foolhardy. Ilowcver, by that energy which he always dis- 
pla3’ed in the hour of danger, and bj' sharing the foils and priva- 
tions of the meanest soldier, he at length conducted his armj' to 
the capital of Gedrosia, and thence to Carmania (Kerman), where 
their difficulties terminated. He then gave a loose to rejoicing, 
and converted the rest of his march into a kind of festive proces- 
sion. 

The biographers of Alexander, and otlier writers using their 
materials, have transmitted a pretty full account of the state i; 
which he found India; and their narratives, in the absence > ■ 
native records, still possess a great degree of historical vrli.' 
The result, brought out still more fully than in the Persian f 
collected by Herodotus and Ctesias, appears to be, that tlns^ 
was as populous and as highly cultivated at a very remote . 
in the present, and that it exhibited manners and customs t’’ 
precisely similar. That characteristic institution, the divisic 
castes, according to which, dignides and employments ari 
mitted from father to son by hereditar}’’ succession, was' 
established. The same maj' be said of the pre-eminenc 
among these orders by the priesthood, who were und 
inherit all the learning and philosophy of the Eastern vv 
prince and several of his officers, imbued with Greci-!’ 
and curiosity, felt an unusual Interest respecting the d 
these oriental sages. The self-denial and studied aust* 
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hail a^toiujihcl (la'in Jn l)iopcJ»r.< atul alho.r's f>f ihc Cynic rchool. 
wore cnrrinl hero to ji much more unnnttirnl :iiul extravagant 
pitch. The men whom Imlla hcM in vctieralion wore i^ccn with- 
hohling from tla'nwelvc' all the enjoyment:* ami rotuforl-* of life, 
subjecting their ]>er,’:om5 to the tno<* nnhe.anUof lorlnrcs and 
jiunancc", lying nahi-d in the wood-* ami riehls, exposed to the 
Imrning rnvs of the s\m. The Macedonian chief docs not seem to 
have hceu himrelf inclined to enter into conversation with these 
uncouth rophists; hut he rent flne«icritu« to oJidcavour to obtain 
.= 0 !uc idea of their princijtles. Thi< envoy was acconlingly gnideil 
to a solitary spat, .ahotil twti mile*, from the city, where a group of 
fifteen, hraving the noon-day heat, had placed themselves in the 
most j*ainful and fantastic attitudes. The Grech accosted them, 
and made hnowu the. ohjecl of his vi‘.it, whc.ti one of their Jtnmhcr, 
named Cal.ann*, oh<cnT.d, that it little hecamo them to revc.nl the 
mysteries of philosophy to otte arrayed iti the. costume of a courtier 
and w.'vrrior; and required, as an iiidi“ppn.«ablc preliminary to nil 
communication, that he should throw himself naked on the .eatnc 
stones where they lay extended. As Oncdcritus seemed to pause, 
M.nndanis, another of the Indian group, condemned this harsh 
reply to the representative of a sovereign and confjncror who 
dc.«crvcd pnnisc for snch enlightened curiosity; and thcti, through 
the medium of an inleiqireicr, he, gave a summary of the tenets 
held by his fraternity, and inquired if they bore any rescmhlanco 
to the doctrines professed in G recce. Oncsicrilus assured l»im that 
Pythagoras, Socratc.s, and, above all, Diogenes, entertained 
opinions verj' .•iimilar. Mnnd.nms admitted this to ho in so far 
salisfucfory, yet conceived that no one who wore clothes, or 
mingled in human society, could .nttain to that m^^stcrious height 
of wisdom which distinguished the Indian philosophers. The con- 
versation conlinuol till evening, when the learned men rose and 
accompanied their new companion to the city. It then appc.arcd 
that tills ostentations self-denial was far from being unrewarded. 
If any one c.avrying fruit or provisions met them, they were invited 
to partake; and they were readily received into the greatest 
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houses, -where they -were privileged to enter apartments whence 
all others were excluded. Calamis, notwithstanding the stem 
pride which he had displayed, was prevailed upon to accompany 
Alexander into 'Western Asia, a proposal rejected by his milder 
companion; but he always preserved the manners and demeanour 
of a Hindoo philosopher, and, at a very advanced ago, exhibited 
to the Grcchs an example of religious suicide, by mounting a 
funeral-pile, on tvhich he was consumed to ashes. 

The other castes appear to have been more numerous than they 
are at the present day, and to have been distinguished on grounds 
somewhat different from those which arc recognised in modem 
times. 

The following is the enumeration given by the several authors 
who derived their information from the source now pointed out: — 1. 
Priests; 2. Husbandmen; 3. Shepherds and Hunters; 4. Sfanu- 
facturers; 5. Military; 6. Inspectors employed in the 8cr\-ice of 
the sovereign; 7. Royal Councillors and Magistrates. The last 
two orders, with their functions, must in a great measure have 
ceased during the long subjection of Hindostan to foreign sway; 
probably they have merged into that of Kuttri or Chittiy, which 
at present includes the most distinguished civil members of Indian 
society. The ranldng of Shepherds as n distinct order was, we 
may conjecture, founded rather upon observations made on the 
bordering Afghan and other mountain-tribes, than on the inhabit- 
ants of the plain, where the more general pursuit of agriculture 
must have superseded the habits of pastoral life. Much is said 
of the honours paid to the class of husbandmen, who -were seen 
ploughing in the midst of hostile armies, — a happy arrangement, 
not always observed during the evil days which the same country 
has lately been doomed to experience. Other statements made 
by the ancients, respecting the early marriage of females, — the 
worship of the Gange^ — the mode of catching elephants, — the 
bnming of widows on the funeral-pile of their husbands, — confirm 
the bdief that the Greeks beheld the very same race who now 
inhabit that interesting land. 
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Sclcucus, llic general wlio, on tlic partition of llic Macedonian 
empire, obtained Syida for his share, claimed as its appendage all 
the vast regions of the East. He undertook an expedition to 
secure, or more properly to regain, those distant possessions, 
which, after Alexander’s retreat, had probably sbaken off entirely 
the slight yoke imposed upon them. The verj* imperfect accounts 
of this enterprise represent it as having been successful, though 
the invader had to encounter the force of Sandracottus (Chadra- 
gupta), who had already established on the banks of tbo Ganges 
a sovereignty embracing almost the whole of India, But much 
doubt will rest on this brilliant result, when we find it to have 
issued in a treaty by which he resigned all the provinces eastward 
of the Indus. This amity, however, was cemented by inter- 
marriage and mutual presents. Selcucus, moreover, sent Megas- 
tbencs on an embassy to Palibothra, the metropolis of this power- 
ful monarch, whence he returned with the most splendid account 
both of his kingdom and his residence. Sandracottus is said to 
hare possessed an army of 400,000 men, including 20,000 cavalry 
and 2000 chariots. His chief city was ten miles in length and 
two in breadth, defended by 574 towers and a diteh thirty cubits 
deep, and entered by sixty g.ates. The site of this celebrated 
capital has been the subject of much controversy ; but a mist of 
obscurity still surrounds it.* 


* The most predsc Etntcmcnt Is that maSo hy ATrian nacT Mognsthcncs, placing it at the 
jnncHon of the Ganges \rlth another rircr (the Eiranohoos), eonsldcTed the third In India 
as to magnitude. Itclying on this indication, D’AnTiUe has fixed upon Allahahad, a great, 
ancient, and hair citr, standing at the JoncUon yrith the Jumna, a lirer certainly not ill 
entiUed to the distinction jnst stated. Bnt this conclnslon is positively contradicted by the 
naimtlTe of Pliny and Ftolcmy, the two highest anthoritlcs in ancient gcogiaphy, both of 
whom place the city a great way farther down,— the former about 400 miles, the latter still 
' more distant Mqjor Rcnneli nest suggests Fatno, likewise a large town, and considerably 
below the confluence in question; wldle the Soane, a stream certainly of great magnitude, 
which at present fails into the Ganges about thirtj' miles above, is supposed ancienUy to 
have followed a difierent diannel, and to have Sowed close by Patna. Still that city is not 
so iar down the Ganges as Palibothra is described both by Ptolemy and Pliny ; the latter of 
whom, in enumerating the tributaries of the great river, mentions both the Soane and the 
Ertanoboas as perfectly distinct Colonel Franklin, by a series of learned researches, has 
lately endeavoured to fix the position at Bajemahl, which, though still liable tosomeobjeo- 
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Ab Uio Itingilom of Syriii (Icclincil in Rlvcnglli, U RulHiiitl'A lo 
the scpamlion of Us eastern territories, liaclria was erected into 
an independent slate, wiiich, during Rcvcrnl ages, recjiis to have 
been hpl]> powerful and enlightened; and its dominion apimarsto 
have extended oven over parts of India that had not heen reached 
hy the anna of Darina and Alexander. According to the con- 
clusions of Ilaycr, it was founded in 25G n. c. hy Thcodotus, who 
threw off the Syrian yoke, and was cnished in lUIi ii.c. hy .an 
irruption of a Scytlnan or Gelic nation frojn the north; h»it this 
last date is hy some cslccnicd douhtful. No part of ancient his- 
tory 1ms been involved in deeper ohseurify, on which, however, 
some rays of light have recently been thrown hy a learned exami- 
nation of coins and medals. 

Major Tod, author of the vnluahlc history of llajastan, was the 
first who drew attention to the number of such relicii, with in- 
scriptions wholly or piirtinlly Greek, which arc BC.'iUcrcd through 
the western provinces. They arc found in the fo/m or scpulchr.il 
tumuli which mark the site of decayed towns ; ami their profusion 
is such ns to prove both the ancient wealth of the country, and 
the custom of burying trcJisuro. The first great discovery was at 
Manikyala, a city in the Punjnub, erected upon ruins which ap- 
pcar.to have belonged lo the capital of a kingdom, .and the chief 
seat of the national religion. A very spacious tope had been 
observed hero hy Mr. Elphinstonc ; and General VentHr.i, when 
encamped in the neighbourhood, succeeded in penetrating its rc- 

ttonn, ccrtftliityiiia'ccsticttcr tlmn nny oUrerwHU Uio Rnclenl nnlhotUk^ Tlie jiTSsent 
wrUcr, In n former work, Ima mcntlonca nogllpoor, a town not f.ir itlatnnt from ItnJcmaM, 
tint somewhat nearer to tlio position described by Ptolemy, and stilt moro so to that 
assigned by Pliny ns Uio site of Fnllbatbra. Tlie name exactly coincides ( fur, in the 
Xuropcnnorlhogniphy oforlcnlat sounds, bandp, a and o, are always used Indiscriminately, 
svlillo tlio other Alterations are manifestly adopted for the salio ofenphony In tho Creek 
languago. A wamo Is nothing v.-hcro there Is no agreement ns to position; hut where tho 
cotncldenco In that respect Is so great as In tho present Instance, It Is of much hnportancr, 
bccattsc ancient- nppcilallons often remain long ntlachcd to tho same loralillcs. After 
being oblfgcd to giro up tho Jninnn, wo cannot hope for a rivet which sholl nctonlly be tbe 
** tblrd In India." The Ganges, not far from Uogllpoor, rccclrcs tho Coosy, or liver of 
Ncpaiil,— a largo stream, which flows nearly COO miles, and drains a vast extent of moiia- 
laln-torrltoiy. 
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cesses, where he discovered a great variety of interesting coins. 
Another was 02}cned hy Jl. A. Court with still more important 
results, westward of the Indus ; and at Peshawur and Jcllnlahad 
in ^Afghanistan, M. Ilonighergcr made similar discoveries.. About 
twenty-five miles from Cahul, M. Masson cxjdorcd with success 
the remains of a large town, called hy the natives Beghram, which 
he endeavours to identify with that named Alexandria ad calcem 
Caucasi ; hut this hypothesis, oven from his own statements, must 
ho pronounced somcwh.at doubtful. 

The greater proportion of these coins are called Gneco-Indiau, 
or Graco-Scythic. The oldest, which appear to have been purely 
Greek, and arc of fine workmanship, are succeeded by others of 
the same country, with an Indian, Scj’thic, and sometimes Pchlevi, 
or Persian obverse. There is, moreover, a considerable number 
of Roman pieces, hearing the impress of Antony, Cmsar, and 
Agrippa ; hut these, we think, were probably introduced hy^ com- 
merce, which was always carried on with India in metallic cur-' 
rency. 

No specimens have been found of the two earliest kings, Theo- 
dotus I. and II., whence, and from other circumstances, it has 
been inferred that they ruled only over Bactriana Proper, and 
never crossed the Indian Caucasus. The next name is Euthyde- 
mus, who is even suspected of having usui-ped the throne. Fx'om 
the places where his coins are found, it may be certainly inferred 
that he pushed his conquests into the kingdom of Gabul. He 
was succeeded by Apollodotus, the wide diffusion of whose money 
prove.s, not only that he reigned there and in India, but that 
these were the chief seats of his dominion. Menander, who suc- 
ceeded him on the throne, is celebrated as a powerful monarch 
even by the classic witers, whose report is stronglj’- confirmed by 
the species of evidence now described. India appears even to 
have been the main theatre of his power ; and, to conciliate his 
new subjects, he was probably induced to combine a native reverse 
with the Greek legend. Demetrius, whose name is also men- 
tioned by the andents, is supposed to have been a brother, and to 
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liavc rejgncJ in n different qnnricr. Encratidcs L, wlio assumed 
tlie title of Great, is understood, on Giinilar grounds, to have held 
sway only over Bactriana and Western Afghanistan, hi» coins 
not being found so far cast as Jcllalahad. There arc many hear- 
ing the impress of llormrous I. and IF., sovereigns who arc re- 
ferred to nearly the same era. These researches have moreover 
brought to our knowledge a number of princes whose very names 
had never before reached Europe. Among thc.eo is Antimachns, 
the purity and beauty of who.se silver pieces might seem to place 
him in the age of Apollodotus, though it is difficult to find an 
interval for him in the succession. From the same source we 
derive Agathocles, Antilakidcs, Lj-sin-s, Malius or JFcgas, Unad- 
pberros. M. Hbnigberger brought to light Iv.adphiscs, whose 
coins are as rude as his name, and wlio is conjectured citiier to be 
the prince in whom this remarkable dynasty tenninated, or one 
of the barbarous race that immediately succeeded. There has 
also been revealed to the knowledge of modern times a mighty 
and mysterious potentate, “ Azos the Great, king of kings,” whose 
titles, and tbo numerous relics of bis mint, unite in attesting liis 
wide dominion. Mr. Prinsep is of opinion that the character of 
these remains marks them as belonging to the age of the Roman 
emperor Gallienus ; but if a Greek monarchy existed in India at 
that era, it is a circumstance idtogether new to history, 

Strabo relates that Augustus, w’hen at Antioch, received an 
embassy with letters from an Indian sovereign who called him- 
self Porus, and boasted that he held sway over six hundred kings ; 
but it is not said whether any additional information was ever 
obtained through this unwonted channel. 

Commerce ultimately afforded the means of enabling the ancients 
to obtain a great accession to (heir knowledge respecting India. 
The navigation from Egypt, though it appears, as already observed, 
to have been performed at a very early date by Soylax imder the 
direction of Darius, did not for a very long period become the 
regular channel of conveyance. Alexander, by the voyage of 
Nearchus, connected the mouth of the Indus with the Persian 
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Gulf; l)jil Uic cojninunicallon Imtwcon llic latter and tltcHed Sen, 
round tin: peninsula of Arabia, was rcganlcd by him as a discovery 
yet to be made. It was still considered a novel enterprise when 
performed by Ihnloxus, in the reipi of Ptolemy Encrpclcs, aboiit 
the year l.”0 «. c. A jwwerful impulse was however piven by the 
wealth a»ul tmbotmdtsl luxury of Rome towards creating an ample 
market for the beautiful productions of India. In the first century, 
a regular intcrcour.’O was established l)ctwccn the Red Sea and 
Muhiris, on the coast of M.nlab.ar; imd in a trc.alise, entitled the 
Pcriplus of the Krythnean Sea, by a writer whose supposed name 
is Arrian, the details of this voyage arc given at considerable 
length. In confonjjitv to the limited resources of the ancient 
mariner, who nlw.ny.s kept close to the lattd, it comprised an im- 
mense circuit of very dangerous co.a«t. 

Any details as to the voyage down the Red Sea, and along the 
eoast-s of Arabia .and Pcrsi.-i, do not properly come within the 
comj>ass of the pro.<enl underl.aking. Suflicc it to rctnarlc, that in 
due titnc the navigators reached the tnouth of the Indus, which, 
in the “ Pcriplu''," is called Seynthus, and justly said to bo the 
greatest th.at enters the Indian Occjtn. It has seven mouths, but 
•all narrow and shallow except one, bj' which alone largo vessels 
could ascend. They soon caJiic to Ilarb.arike {IJarbancimi Em- 
porium), where they unloaded their ships and received fresh 
cjirgoes; but it was necessary to proceed upwards to Minnagara, 
Uic principtil city of this region (which is called by the author 
Scythia), and where the king, who was subject to the Parthian 
empire, resided. The commerce appears to liavc been very con- 
siderable, consisting in the cxchangcof silk and silk stuffs, bdellium, 
spikenard, sapphires, and indigo, for cloth, coral, incense, vessels 
of glass and silver, money, and a little wine. 

Beyond tlio Indus the merehantmen passed another more 
norlhcrlj” gulf, which they c.'illcd Eirin (the modern Cutch). The 
waves, however, were so high and tempestuous, the current so 
rapid, while the bottom, rough and rocky, destroyed so many of 
their anchors, that, in order to sail with safety, it was ncccsstiry to 
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Iccop consulcraWy out to. sea. Tiioy cniiie llicn to a coast (tlint 
of llio modern Guzevat), which is accurately dc.scrlhcfl as very 
fertile in grain, rice, and above all in carbiistts (cotton), from 
which was manufactured an immense quantity of clothing. Turn- 
ing a promontory (Uiuhead) they soon entered a third gulf, 

' .deriving its name from Barugaza (Baroachc) which appears to 
have been then the emporium of Western India, The navigation 
of this inlet required great caution, on account of the e.vtrnordinary 
violence of the tide, hy which, at its periodical chh, a great extent 
of land, before covered with the sea, was suddenly left dry; and 
the cautious sailor, anticipating this phenomenon, was admonished 
by the sound as of a great army advancing, which was that of the 
waves, rushing on with such fury as threatened to drive him 
ashore. The mouth also of the great river (the Nerbudda) upon 
which Barugaza was situated, could not be found without didiculty, 
owing to the flat shore and the numerous shoals. 'J'hc object of 
the merchants was to arrive in the month of July, when a great 
fair was held in that city. The imports were nearly the same as 
at Barbarik6, except that wine is mentioned ns a lending article, 
to which was added a great quantity of gold and silver money. 
The exports consisted in a variety of cotton cloths and finer 
muslins, vasa viurrhina (supposed to be porcelain), and onyx 
stones, which were brought down chiefly from Ozone (Ougein), a 
great city, and the capital of an extensive kingdom. Beyond 
Barugaza, India extended from north to south, and was called 
Dakinabades (the Deccan or South Country). It is described as 
comprising regions of vast extent, mountains and deserts filled 
with wild animals, particularly elephants, tigers, leopards, and 
sei’pents of enormous size. In the interior were two great capital.-?, 
Flithana and Tagara. The former is supposed to bo Piltanab, on 
the Godavery, — the latter Deoghir, the modern Dowlatabad, in 
whose vicinity the splendid excavated temples of Ellora still indi- 
cate its former greatness. 

The coast, extending southward from the Gulf of Barugaza, or - 
Cambay, presented the ports of Akabaros, Oopar.i, and Kalliena,. 
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tlie last of which is easily identified with Kalliann, opposite to 
Bombay. It had once been open to Grecian enterprise, and was 
a place of considerable resort; but the prince to whom it was then 
subject rigorousl}' excluded vessels of that nation, which could not 
even safely pass without a convoy. A line of shore is delineated 
with a considerable number of ports, which cannot now be' very 
easily ascertained; but when wo find them described as the seat 
of some trade, and infested by pirates, we recognise at once the 
Goncan, which still bcai’s the same character. Having reached 
the island of Leuke (Angedive), they approached the fertile shores 
of Limurike, comprising Canara, with part of Malabar Proper, 
and which seems to have formed the centre of their commerce with 
India. The three great omporia of this coast were Tyndis, 
Musiris, and Nclkunda, which Dr. Vincent thinks may still be 
traced in Barcelore, Mangalore, and Nelisuram. Although the 
second of these was a place of extensive resort, yet Nclknnda is 
described as the principal empoinum. There even appears much 
reason to conclude that the Egyptian n.avigators proceeded no 
farther, but found there an assortment of all the goods produced 
on the eastern shore.s of India, and even in the regions beyond. 
These were, pepper in great abundance, pearls, silk, ivory, 
spikenard, diamonds, amethysts, other precious stones, and tortoise- 
shell. The imports were nearly the same as elsewhere, except 
that money was in very particular request. 

The voyage to this part of India, after being for some time pur- 
sued by the tedious and circuitous line of the Arabian and Persian 
coasts, was greatly improved by an accident of which there is 
perhaps no other example in ancient navigation. Hippalus, hav- 
ing observed the steady course of the monsoon at fixed periods in 
a certain direction, taught the mariners to steei’, under its influence, 
from the month of the Red Sea directly across the ocean; and thus 
a voyage, which, according to the ordinary method,~usually lasted 
two months, was often completed in a few days. 

Beyond Nelkunda, where, as already observed, there is reason 
to think that the navigation of the Greeks terminated, the descrip- 
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tion of llio shores of India becomes much more meagre and im- 
perfect. The next city mentioned is Colchi, probably Cochin, 
represented as part of the hingdom of Pnndion, which at tliat lime 
extended over all this part of the continent, and included even 
Nclkunda. This is followed by Comar, a town evidently adjoin- 
ing to Cape Comorin, the most southern point of the land, and said 
to possess a species of convent where persons of both sexes, 
devoting themselves to celibacj', engaged in the performance of 
certain religious rites in honour of a goddess whom they imagined 
to haunt the neighbouring waters. Ceylon is next described 
under the appellation of Palcsimonda, or tiie more ancient one 
of Taprobane, and particular mention is made of the extensive 
pearl-fishery carried on both there and on the opposite const. Tlio 
author now proceeds to Coromandel, respecting which ho can give 
only some imperfect notices. Mesolia, mentioned ns an extensive 
district distinguished for the manufacture of verj* fine cloths, seems 
clearly to bo Masulipatam and the surrounding country. Ho came 
afterwards to a region of terrors and prodigies, — one people with 
flat noses, and another with horses’ heads, reported to feed on 
human flesh. These wolidcrs unequivocally prove that the 
narrator had attained the boundary of accurate hnowlcdgc; yet 
the wild tract of mountain and jungle, which composes so large a 
proportion of Orissa, afforded considerable room for these imagi- 
nations. Then, however, he reaches the mouth of the Ganges, 
where he finds a groat commercial city called by the name of the 
river, an appellation w'hich it no longer bears. Its trade consisted 
chiefly in cloths of the most delicate texture and extreme beauty, 
— a description under which it is impossible not to recognise the 
superb muslins fabricated at Dacca and other districts of Bengal. 
Beyond the Ganges was the golden country, doubtless the Aurca 
Chersonesus of Ptolemy, which must be placed on some part of 
the long range of coast intermediate between India and China. 

The weakness and distractions of the Boman empire, and sub- 
sequently the rise of the Mohammedan power, cut off the nations 
of Europe from all direct communication with India. The rich 
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productions of that country were, during a considerable period, 
conveyed by Arabian navigators or by inland caravans, and sold 
to the Venetians and Genoese on tbc shores of the Mediterranean 
or of tlic Black Sea; but ibcso traders themselves, so distinguished 
in the Middle Ages by their maritime enterprise, made no attempt 
to open a direct commerce with the distant regions whence those 
precious commodities wcrcninportcd. 
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gloiy of bis name, to the cause of maritime enterprise. Prince 
.Hcniy, a younger son of John, by Philippa of Lancaster, sister 
to Henry IV. king of England, after having acted a distinguished 
part in the expeditions against Barhary, directed all his attention 
to this now object. Ho fixed his residence at Sagres, near Capo 
St. Vincent, where his eye rested continually on the vast ocean ; 
and thei’c collected every information and every aid which the 
infant sciences of geography and navigation could then furnish.' 
Ho afforded to successive adventurers the means of prosecuting 
their discoveries ; while the deep interest ho took in their various 
attempts throw a peculiar lustre around this hazai'dons pursuit. 

The first expedition fitted out by Homy, in 1418, consisted of 
only a single vessel under two officers of his household, Juan 
Gonzales and Tristram Vaz, who, being driven out to sea by a 
tempest, made the discovery first of Porto Santo, and afterwards 
of Madeira. These two beautiful islands, being found very pro- 
ductive in several valuable commodities, were considered as a 
promising commencement. Yet it was not till 1433, fifteen years 
after, that Gilianez, steering a bolder coui'se through the open 
sen, passed Cape Bojador, and thereby proved that the fears which 
this celebrated promontory had inspired must have been in a great 
measure chimerical. The success of the Portuguese in tracing 
the line of the African continent was now rapid ; yet for a con- 
siderable time it was only rewarded by the sight of a barren and 
desolate coast, “ a dread expanse of lifeless sand and sky.” At 
length they readied the verdant shores of the Senegal and Gambia, 
•whore nature assumes a grand and romantic form ; and to which 
gold, ivory, and other precious commodities, wore brought down 
from the interior. 

Tho progress of disoovoiy was somewhat checked by the death 
of King John in 1433, and still more by that of Prince Henry 
in 1463 ; yet it still advanced. Alphonso, John’s successor, 
granted to Fernand Gomez an exclusive right of navigation for 
five years, on condition of discovering during that time five hun- 
dred leagues of coast. Gomez, accordingly, in 1471, succeeded 
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in exploring tlie Gold Coast, which, conresponding in some degree 
to its name, afforded a brilliant promise of wealth. The king no 
longer hesitated to assume the title of Lord of Guinea ; and the 
castle of Elmina, or the hlinc, being erected on this shore, was 
made the capital of all the Portuguese possessions. 

John II., who succeeded Alphonso, pressed discoreiy with 
augmented zeal. In 1484, Diego Cam sailed from Elmina, and 
proceeded along A&ica, till he found himself, though considerably 
out at sea, involved in a powerful cunrent of fresh water. Con- 
cluding hence that some mighty stream in this latitude must 
empty itself into the ocean, he made his way towards land, and 
discovered the mouth of the Congo. He opened a communication 
with the natives, and the Portuguese afterwards formed very ex- 
tensive settlements in the country situated on the banks of that 
river. 

Discovery had advanced thus far in 1486, when John II. de- 
termined to make a grand effort to complete the circuit of the 
African coast. He placed three vessels under the command of 
Bartholomew Diaz, whom he stnctly enjoined, if possible, to pass 
the southern boundaiy of that continent ; and this officer, having 
arrived at the month of the Congo by a course now easy and 
ascertained, began from that point his career of discovery. He 
adopted the odd contrivance of canying 'Nvith him four negro 
damsels well clothed, and furnished with gold and silver orna- 
ments, toys, and spices, whom he landed at different points of the 
coast, that they might spread brilliant reports of the wealth and 
power of the Portuguese. He gave names, as he went along, to 
remarkable bays and capes ; and at St. Jago, 120 leagues beyond 
the Congo, erected a pillar of stone to denote at once the dominion 
of the king and of the Cross. He passed successively the Bays 
of the Landing, of Isles, and of "Windings, — ^the last name being 
given on account of the many changes of course which, during 
five days, the sinuosities of the coast, and adverse gales, obliged 
him to make. The weather continuing stormy, drove bim from 
the land in a southern direction, where his frail barks seemed 
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Covilliam and Alonzo do Payva, by way of tho Red Sea, to gain 
through that channel overy possible information respeeting India. 
The latter died in Egypt ; but his colleague, in two successive 
voyages, visited Caiiauor, Cidicut, and Goii, tho three principal 
cities of Malabar ; also Sufala, on the coast of Eastern Africa, 
and Ormuz, tho splendid emporium of the Persian G ulf. On his 
return through tho Red Sea he visited the Emperor of Abyssinia, 
venerated by the Portuguese under tho character of Prester John. 
Covilham was well received, but, according to a custom prevalent 
at that court, was never permitted to quit the country. lie tran.s- 
luitted to lus sovereign accounts which wore never made public, 
but were understood to favour the most sanguine expectations .as 
to the advantages to be derived from opening a passage into the 
seas of India. 

John did not immedbtely' follow up tho discovery of Di.az. lie 
was at this time much engrossed by the arrival of a negro prince 
from tho Senegal, and in fitting out an expedition to reinstate him 
in his dominions. Ho suiicred also a deep mortification from 
hanug been induced, by unenlightened advisers, to reject tho 
application of Christopher Colmnbus, which was made in the fii'st 
instance to tho Portuguese monarch as the chief patron of naval 
discovery. This navigator having perfonned his grand expedi- 
tion, was obliged, in returning home, to put into tho river of 
Lisbon. He brought with him trophies of the newly-discovered 
world, which tho king coidd not view without tho deepest agita- 
tion. He even held several councils, and sought to advance 
untenable claims to those new regions. There were not even 
wanting at court certain base instruments w*ho tendered their 
services to assassinate the great discoverer ; but the king was of 
too noble a character to sanedon so dreadful a crime. 

John died in 1495, before a new' expedition could be fitted out; 
but his cousin Emanuel, who succeeded him, displayed an ardour 
in this cause sm-possing even that of all his predecessors. There 
were indeed not a few counsellors who represented that he would 
thus w'aste the resources of his Idngdom in undertakings every 
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a voyage so full of doul)t and peril — while they loolccd alter- 
nately to the laud that they were quitting, and on the ocean into 
which they were advancing — they could not restrain a few natural 
tears. 

Gama sailed on the 8th July 1-197, with three good vessels, — 
the St. Gabriel and St. llaphael, commanded by himself and his 
brother Paulo, and the Berio, a caravel, under Ificolas Coelho. 
Cashinhcda describes them as encountering in the early part of 
their voyage severe tempests, and even repeated alarms; and 
though this is not mentioned by Do Barros, it seems probable, 
since after sailing four months they had not yet reached the Cape. 
Yasco landed in a h.ny, which bo called St. Helena, to obtain 
water and to make astronomical observations. Here h.'iving espied 
two negroes, he caused them to he waylaid and brought before him ; 
but they could hold no communication by woiJs, and were, be- 
sides, ill such agitation and alarm, os to be unable to comprehend 
the signs of friendship which were liberally tendered. Gama 
hereupon desired two of his grumettas, or negro servants, to take 
them apart and give them abundance of food, of which when they 
had partaken, their minds apparently underwent a happy change, 
and they pointed to a village two or three miles distant belonging 
to their countiy'mcn. Fernando Yeloso, a Portuguese, obtained 
permission to repair thither and make observations on the natives. 
Kot long after his departure, however, he was seen running back 
full speed, pursued by a large party of negroes. He found -re- 
fuge in the boat, but several of tbo sailors were wounded with 
spears and assagaics thrown by the savage assailants. Yeloso 
then related that ho had been at first well received, but observing 
some suspicious symptoms, he took to flight, and. found his alarm 
fully justified by the event. 

De Gama, quitting this inhospitable shore, steered directly to- 
wards that grand promontory which he was now closely approach- 
ing, and the passing of winch was to decide the fate of his voyage. 
Deep and solemn emotions filled the minds of the sailors, as on 
the ISth November they came near to the southern extremity of 
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truly terrible; and in (heir despair (bey sought relief, according 
to Do Barros, too exclusively in religious exercises, without em- 
ploying suQiciently their own exertions to escape the pressing 
danger. The tempest, however, having abated, tlie two ships re- 
joined each other, and proceeded cheerfully onwards. Having 
passed the coast, called Natal from the day on which it Wiis dis- 
covered, they were tempted to land at the mouth of a iiue river, 
where they were soon surrounded by a numerous band of natives, 
chiefly composed of females; whose comfortable clothing of skins 
indiciitcd, in comparison of the former parties, both a colder 
country and a higher degree of industry and civilization. The 
latter inference was not belied by their demeanour. Martin 
Alonzo, one of tho sailors, having succeeded in making himself 
understood, received an invitiition to their village, which, notwith- 
standing tho alarm sustained by Fernando Vcloso, ho did not 
hesitate to accept. Tho huts of which it consisted were rudely 
built of straw, but comfortably fitted up; ho was treated with tho 
greatest respect and kindness, and sent back next day under an 
escort of two hundred men. Tho chief came afterwards with a 
largo rctinuo to tako a view of tho ships, .and harmony continued 
uninterrupted during tho five days tlmt tho voyagers remained on 
tho coast. Gama, delighted with this people, who belong to tho 
comparatively improved r,aco of tho Cafircs, distinguished their 
inlet as the River of Peace. 

In navigating this coast, the admiral found the sea agitated by 
violent currents coming down tho ^lozsimbiquo Channel, which 
greatly impeded the progress of his ship. Having passed a bold 
cape, to which, in allusion to this fact, he gave the namo of Cor- 
rientes, and seeing tho land now trending rapidl}' to the westward, 
which made him afraid of being involved in a deep gulf, ho steered 
out into tho ocean. Thus ho failed to discover Sofala, then tho 
chief emporium of this part of Africa, eni'iched by tho commerce 
of gold and ivory brought down the Zambeze. Ho came, how- 
ever, to a river on whose banks were persons dressed in silk and 
blue cotton vestments, some of whom understood Martins, the 
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by tlic deadly wara waged between bis nation and the Portuguese. 
Yet, though some change was obscrrablo in bis countenance, bo 
maintained a friendly demeanour, assuring the admiral that these 
moderate dcmtuids would be most cheerfully complied with. An 
unrestrained intercourse was immediately opened between the 
Europeans and the natives; and, a few days afterwards, the 
governor, or xeque, came himself on board, wearing robes of fine 
linen and rich velvet, and on his head a silk turban trimmed with 
gold. The interview passed most amicably; though, amid all 
this show of kindness, there were not wanting slight grounds of 
suspicion. There c.imo on board, among others, three individuals, 
who proved to bo the subjectsof the King of Abyssinia, a monarch 
wliom the Portuguese had almost deified under the .nppcllntiou of 
Prestcr John. Though these visiters had become converts to the 
^Moslem creed, yet, on seeing a painting of the angel Gabriel on 
the stern of one of the vessels, they were so far moved- by old re- 
collections as to bend down on their knees, and do reverence to it. 
This movement, which betrayed their secret and ancient faith, 
led to an eager inquiry' and a more intimate conrmunication; 
which the Moors no sooner remarked, then they drove the Abys- 
sinians out of the ship, and carefully prevented the voyagers from 
holding any further intercourse wtli these strangers. Notwith- 
standing these unfavourable symptoms, the necessity of procuring 
wood and water induced Gama to send two boats’ crews daily on 
shore, where they obtained on amplo supply at a moderate rate. 
One day these boats, having gone beyond the range of the ships, 
were suddenly attacked by seven largo barks, whence was dis- 
charged a cloud of darts, spears, and javelins. The natives were 
soon driven off by a volley of fire-arms, and their conduct was dis- 
avowed by the xeque. Sundry transactions followed, and pro- 
mises were alternately made and broken, till Vasco, by the terror 
of his artillery, and the threcat of reducing Mozambique to ashes, 
compelled the governor to allow him to complete his supplies, and 
also to grant him a pilot for Mombaza, where ho was assured that 
he would find a more skilful one to conduct him to India. 
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alam, thougH groundless, disclosed to Gama the deep treason to 
which he had nearly fallen a victim. He immediately resumed 
his former station, where it required the greatest vigilance to de- 
feat the repeated attempts which were made by the . enemy to 
surprise his ships or cut the cables. He pursued and took one 
boat, having on board thirteen men, whom he treated well, but 
compelled them to show him the way to Melinda, a town which 
was at no great distance, and where he hoped at last to obtain a 
pilot for the Indian Sea. 

Melinda, proved a large, well-built, beautiful city, surrounded 
by numerous gardens and forests of palm-trees crowned with per- 
petual verdure. The king, though a Mohammedan, and imbued 
with the usual bigotry of that faith, appears to have been other- 
wise a prince of liberal and enlightened views,' who saw all the 
advantages which his subjects might derive from intercourse with 
an opulent and powerful people. The Moors, therefore, being sent 
on shore, returned with assurances which bore a greater air- of 
sincerity than any received in the cities hitherto visited. Gama, 
however, was still too prudent to accept the invitation to visit 
Melinda, pretending that his master had strictly prohibited him 
from landing; but he proposed a meeting in boats between his 
vessels and the shore. His majesty, accordingly, was soon seen 
approaching in a spacious silk pavilion open in front, where he 
appeared seated in a chair supported on the shoulders of four 
men. Yasco then manned his boats, having’^his officers and 
sailors dressed in their gayest attire, and sounding trumpets; and, 
that some fear might mingle with the joy of the Africans, he gave 
orders to fire a round of artillery. This salute produced an effect 
beyond expectation; the natives, with every mark of alarm, wei-e 
hastening back to the shore, when he made a signal to conclude 
this warlike compliment. He then rowed up to the royal barge, 
and had a most satisfactory interview. The king was even inspired 
with such confidence that he sailed round the ships, examining 
their structure, and putting various questions respecting the 
nature and uses of the artillery. He inquired about the King of 
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his adventurous voyage, and that of Portugneso ambition and 
enterprise during successive ages, was now attained; ho was on 
the shores of Hindosfan, A solemn thanksgiving to Heaven was 
nungled with loud acclamations of joy at having brought this high 
adventure to so glorious an issue. 

Gama had how to consider in what manner a communication 
ndght bo opened with the court of Calicut, and such privileges 
obtained as would , enable his countrymen to carry on an advan- 
tageous commerce on this opulent shore. The Mohammedans under 
Seounder had already established their empire over the northern 
plain of Hindostan; but the Soutlicm Peninsula, and even the 
Deccan, were still in possession of numerous native princes with 
various degrees of power. Among these, on the coast of Malabar, 
a great pre-eminence was held by the sovereign of Calicut, bearing 
the titloof Zamorin, or “King of Kings.” He was a Hindoo, 
supersdUoua but tolerant, and opened his ports to merchants of 
every religion. The commercial world, however, at that period 
consisted entirely of Moors ftom Egypt and Arabia, who, by 
thrir numbers and influence, possessed extensive means os render- 
ing a residence at Calicut dangerous to their cr.emi',;S or rivals. 
The commander, that he might prccccd wirii all due enutiors, 
began by sending ashore his pilot, along w;;3i a Cindcr.neJ 
criminal, who had been brought oat cxpn.i:ly to meet tiiC hanarJ 
of such perilous missions. Considerable aaxiciv wa> fd:, ait<;r a 


whole day and night had elapsed wirhonl any tilhigs, and whea 
all their barks were observed caieSdlv shunninn the Portugncce 
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endeavoured to make a sotnewhat brilliant appearance. His 
sailor.-:, in their best attire, moved in regular order, Arith trumpets 
sounding. He was immediately elevated into a palanquin, and 
carried ibrv.-ard on the shoulders of four men nitli such rapidity 
that his attendants, who were on foot, were soon left beliind. Thus 
he found himself entirely in the power of the Hindoos; but they 
made no im])roper use of their advantage. On reaching the banks 
of a river, the bearer.-) waited for the remainder of the party, 
whom they embarked in two almadias or country-bont.s. There 
now appeared in view a splendid pagoda with loflj' 2)illar.s of brass, 
where tiie Portuguese were invited to land. They chose, ou very 
slender grounds, to conclude tlmt this must bo a Christian temple, 
— becau.-;e the half-naked ministers wore strings of bends like 
those of the Komish priests, sprinkled the company with water 
which might be consecrated, and presented sandal-wood powdered, 
as the Catholics do ashes. The Europcan.s, being ushered into 
the grand apartment, found the walls covered with images, which 
being willing to identify with those of tho Madonna and saints, 
they threw themselves prostrate on tho ground. Juan do la Sala, 
however, chancing to look up and observe the strange and uncouth 
aspect of these imaginary apostles, some of whom brandished four 
or five anns and had enormous teeth projecting out of their mouths, 
judged it advi.-:ablc to guard himself by the exclamation, — “If 
these bo devihs, it is God whom I worship." The others laughed; 
and soon verifying with their own eyes the just grounds of his 
apprehension, started up and regained the boats. 

On the arriwal of the party at Calicut, to which the zamorin had 
now returned, they were joined by several friends of the cutwal, 
and other nobles or /lai'rs, who escorted them to tho palaeo in 
great state, with sound of trampet. This royal residence, though 
built only of earth, was of largo extent, dehghtfully situated amid 
gardens and pleasurc-gi-ounds. They were received at the gi’.ia 
by a venerable old man, the chief Brainin, drc.ssed in whiic rc-r-cs 
emblematic of purity. He took Gama by the hand, aad 
through long halls into the presence-chamber, where the 
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{;roa( zAtnorin. Thuy thought it would be bolter (o ECiid no 
[iroM'nt at all than one of !,•» little value, (lainn, however, after 
^uriouj tueditaiioi), deSeniiitici], wi.cly it idiuuhl scent, that the 
gift, such ai it v.a;^ shoaM be ^ent, arcouj^taiticd by an c.Npl.ina- 
lion that, having left Lisbon under much nucerlainty, and with 
scarcely n hojfU of reaching Calicut, he caiue unprovided with any 
present from his royal uia-.ter, .and could only ; elect from his own 
stores what might t vein least unworthy of hi;» majesty's acceptance; 
hut th.at, in his next voyage, thi> failure wouhl he amply coin* 
peusatvd. The hing, apparently i.iti:(ictl with this aijolngy’, 
admitted the admiral to an interview*, at which, if wc may believe 
the historians, he .tMigneJ, as the chief motive of his vi>y.nge, the 
belief of the aanmrin being a Christun prince,— ami received even 
on that head a salisftctory answer. But, in regard to this point, 
there um.sl have been on the one .*-010 ortho other n complete luis- 
nppreheusiun. 

Hitherto, it apjiears that the hiiig, aetuated by motives of (he 
soundest {wHcy, luul shown n decided disposition to favour ifio 
Portugue-.c. The Moors, however, who caw* in these amicable 
feelings their own worst fears coutlrmed, determined to leave no 
means untried for the dcsiruelion of their rivaN. Their Imiding 
tuen held a meeting, and repreJeated to each other, in c.\aggcrated 
Colours, the ruin with which (hey were ihreateucd fruni this 
western people, 'i'hc a-.trologcrs announced visions which had 
appeared to them of llects de.>troycd or anulc in conseiptcnce of 
the entrance of these detested strangers into thu Indian >ieas; and 
the conclusion was, that no exertion should be omitted by which 
they might destroy their vesccls. As, however, their direct 
interferenee would be justly imputed to motives of rivalry, they 
adapted a circuitous course. Having subscribed a large sum, 
they bribed thu culwal, who possessed thu intimate confideiieu 
of his m;n.ter, and who could not be supposed to bu actuated but 
by a view to his welfare. This ofticer represented that all Iho 
accounts from thu West described those strangers as persons of a 
very diii'erent class from what they had described themselves; 
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to prevail upon him to send out an order for bringing the ships 
close to the shore. Ho represented the many dangers they in- 
curred ns long as they were kept tossing in an open roadstead, 
while the position which he x*ccoiumcndcd would at once place 
them in safety, and secure the confidence of the zaniorin, who 
could not hut interpret their present shyness into a proof of guilt 
and fear. Gama, fully aware that this proposal was urged solely 
in the hope of obtaining an opportunity of burning or otherwise 
destroying his vessels, chose to dissemble his conviction, and 
merely replied that his ships, from their largo dimensions, could 
not without hazard bo drawn on shore, like the ilat-hottomed 
harks of India. Seeing clearly that the zamorin’s oilicers were 
acting , without any authority from him, ho assumed a high tone, 
and resolutely declared that, by some channel or other, he would 
bring his grievances under the view of their monareh. At length 
he was allowed to go on board, after having landed part of his 
cargo, which he left under charge of bis factor Diego Diaz, and 
Alvaro de Braga his secretary. 

The cutwal and the !Moors, since they could not keep Gama in 
confinement, studied to spoil his market; and tlicy had influence 
sufiScient to prevent almost every pui'chaser from repairing to 
Fandarane. Ho sent Diaz to complain of this conduct to the 
zamorin, who appeared always disposed to favour traffic, and 
allowed the cargo to he brought to Calicut, where it was advan- 
tageously disposed of. These transactions led to considerable 
intimacy with the natives, many of whom went familiarly on 
board the ships. Yet the Moors abated nothing of their enmity; 
and Monzaide sent advice, that they had at length completely 
gained over the king to their hostile views. Of this Diaz was 
soon made sensible, when he waited on his majesty to take leiive, 
and to request that he would sanction the continu.'ince of the trade, 
and fulfil the intention formerly expressed of sending an ambas- 
sador to Portugal. His hopes were at once chilled by the cold 
and frowning looks of the prince, — an effect which he had it not 
in his power to remove by the presentation of a suitable gift. On 
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of that territory, was busily equipping an armanicnt destined for 
their destruetiou; and that every bay, creek, and river, were filled 
with boats ready, at a moment's warning, to co-operate in the 
same undertaking. Under such circumstances, the European 
chief, though somewhat unprepared for the voyage, could no 
longer delay his departure, and accordingly resolved to steer across 
that formidable ocean which separated him from the African 
coast. Ho had a tedious passage of four months, delayed alter- 
nately by storms and calms, while the scurvy renewed its terrible 
ravages among his several crews. 

In a most exhausted state bo reached Magadoxo, a more 
northerly port than any he had formerly visited; but, learning 
that it wa.s entirely in possession of a bigoted tribe of jMoors, he 
chose rather to proceed to the friendly harbour of Melinda. There 
he was received with the wonted cordiality, and amply supplied 
with fresh provisions, which could not, however, arrest the mortality 
that hud begun to rage on board. The sailors were so reduced in 
strength and number that they could not undertake to navigate 
all the three vessels round the Cape; and hence he judged it 
necessary to burn the St. Baphacl, and convoy her stores on 
board of the two other ships. In his progress aloug the coast of 
Africa, he touched at the islands of Zanzibai’, Pemba, and Monfia, 
and met a good reception; but avoided having any communication 
with Mozambique. Being regularly supplied with fresh pro- 
visions, all his men, at the time of passing the Cape, were fit for 
duty, and they met with no farther obstruction in making the 
circuit of the continent. The admiral, however, had to sustain at 
Terceira the deep afHiction occasioned by the death of his brother 
Paulo, who had strengthened the ties of kindred by the ability and 
fidelity with which he had aided this grand expedition. On the 
29th August 1499 Gama entered the Tagus, after a voyage of 
two years and two months, in which he had fully explored a new 
path to the commerce and empire of India. But of the hundred 
and eight maianers who had oiiginally manned the vessels, only 
fifty-five returned to their native country. 
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CUArTER IV. 

PORTCOVL'SE SETTLEMENTS AND CONQUESTS IN INDIA. 

Expedition of Cabr.il-'DIscorcry of Brazil — Passage of the Cape— Arriral at Calicut- 
Friendly Reception— Quarrels with tho Moors— Factory destroyed— lloslilo Proceedings— 
Esialdishinent at Cochin- Return— Juan dcNueru— Second Voyage of Gama— Ills severe 
Proceedings at Calicut— Visits Cochin— AVors between Calicut and Cocliln— Exploits of 
Paclioco— Lope Soaiez- Alnieyda— Maritime War in Guzerat- Albuquerque— Unsuccess- 
ful Attempt on Calicut — Reduction of Goa— Expulsion from that City— Its Recovery — 
tieans employed for cementing tho Portuguese Power— Conquest of Malacca- Of Ormuz — 
Albuquerque is superseded— Dies— Extent of Portuguese Dominion— Rcmarhablo Sieges 
of Diu— General Confederacy against tho Portugueso — Defeated— Their DecUnc — AFars 
with tho Dutch— AA'ith tho English- Low Stato of tliclr Power. 

Not a moment aa’BS lost by tbc Portuguese in folIoAA'ing out tho 
grand objects of naval and commercial enterprise. An armament 
Avas immediately equipped, at that time considered truly forinid* 
able, and Avbicb, consisting of thirteen ships and tAVolve hundred 
men, aa’us indeed sufficient to keep tho sen against all tho navies 
of the East. The command Avas not bestoAved upon Gama; 
Avhether it Avas that an opposite interest had begun to prevail at 
court, or that his conduct in the former expedition aa'os not con- 
sidered as altogether di-screet and conciliatory. On this, as on 
every other subject Avhich might affect the reputation of their 
sovereign, the national Avriters maintain a profound silence. The 
neAV admiral Avas Alvarez Cabral, a person perfectly qualified for 
this important undertaking. He Avas accompanied by eight 
Franciscan friars, and, according to De Parros, 'Avas instructed to 
carry fire and SAVord into every country AA'hich should refuse to 
listen to their preaching. 

On the 8th Mai-ch 1500, the king repaired to the convent of 
Bethlehem, heard mass, and delivered a consecrated banner to 
Cabral, Avho then kissed his majesty's hand and embarked. The 
assembled multitude beheld the fleet depart next day Avith sensa- 
tions of joy, much more general and unmixed than those with 
which they had seen Gama set forth on his bolder and more 
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earnestly solicited a visit from the European captain, wLo, how- 
over, firmly declined the proftered honour. Tho latter then left 
the African const, and, aficr touchin^r at the island of Angedive, 
came, on tho 13th September, in view of the city of Calicut. 

Ho is said to have entertained considerable anxict}' in regard 
to tbc reception that he was likely to experience, after the abrupt 
and somewhat uncourteous close of the transactions with Gama in 
tho fonner expedition. First appearances, however, were very 
promising. Some of the principal people came out in almadias, 
or country-boats, with assurances from tho zamorin of the most 
friendly disposition.. Cabral then restored tho captives carried oft’ 
by his predecessor, handsomely dressed, and ready to bear testi- 
mony to their good treatment. Having received an invitation to 
land and visit the prince, he expressed an earnest wish to comply 
and also to negotiate a treaty of amity and alliance, only soliciting 
that four persons of distinction, whom ho named, should be sent 
as hostages. To this proposal tho king very strongly objected, 
as these were Bramins of high and holy character, who could not, 
without profanation, enter a ship, or perforin there any of their 
sacred ceremonies and ablutions. Tho Portuguese commander, 
however, stood firm, and carried his point. Preparations were 
forthwith made on shore for his reception by erecting a gallery, 
which, though not very spacious, was richly hung- with carpets 
and curtains of crimson velvet fancifully embroidered. Here 
Cabral, having equipped his attendants in the most handsome 
manner, found tho monarch ready to receive him. The sole 
clothing of his majesty was a richly-cinbroidcrcd cloth round the 
middle ; but his person presented a most dazzling spectacle, being 
adorned with girdle, bracelets, rings of gold, diamonds, rubies, 
sapphires, and very large pearls. The interview’ was amicable ; 
the present, consisting of several vessels of gold and silver, and 
cloths ingeniously wrought, was graciously accepted, and, in re- 
turn, full liberty w’as conceded to establish a factory in Calicut. 
Meantime the hostages, w’ho on their passage to the ship had 
shown the deepest alarm and horror, were struck, on entering, 
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Jay hastily observed, that they had better take forcible possession 
of one of their cargoes, provided they paid for it an equitable 
price. This hint was very probably thrown out in a fit of impa- 
tience, in order to get rid of their remonstrances, without any idea 
of its being practically adopted. However, Aires Correa, the 
factor, a man of a warm and eager temper, was disposed to receive 
it in its literal sense ; while his pretended friends among the 
Moors eagerly urged him not to neglect the royal permission. 
Cabral, on tliis information being transmitted to him, felt it to be 
a matter of extreme delicacy, and w'as by no means fonvard to 
engage in the transaction. Correa, however, sent repeated and 
urgent representations to him, upbraiding his supincncss, and 
almost threatening mutiny. 

. The !Moors, ineautime, began ostentatiously to lade n vessel 
with the richest spices, and fixed an hour for her departure, of 
which they took special care to apprize the Portuguese. The 
admiral, on seeing the ship leave the harbour, allowed himself to 
bo overcome by the urgency of his factor and agents, and sent 
his boats, which captured it, and proceeded to transfer its precious 
contents to their own ships. The Moslems, who bad long watched 
for this crisis, ran instantly to the king, representing that the 
band of pirates were now seen in their true colours, having, in 
dcfiaucc of his royal power, commenced their system of i-obbery. 
His majesty, who had cither forgotten his alleged permission, or 
never meant it to be seriously taken, entered into their views, and 
allowed them to seek redress as they chose. The nairs, and 
other inhabitants of CiTlicut, having joined them, they proceeded 
in a united body against the factory. The Portuguese felt so 
perfectly secure that they at fii'st supposed the tumult to bo raised 
only in jest, and hence, on .ascertaining its hostile purpose, found 
great diflSculty in shutting the gates. Correa, with his slender 
troop, forthwith manned the roof of the edifice ; but it was a con- 
test of seventy individuals ag.ainst thousands, who rent the air 
with their cries, and poured in a thick cloud of darts and javelins. 
Signals of distress were raised to inform Cabral of their situation, 
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time at Sofaln, where ho formed a treaty of alliance and com- 
merce, At Quiloa he assumed a higher tone, and, in resentment 
of the inhospitable treatment inflicted on Cabral, extorted from the 
ting a promise of submission and tribute. Approaching the 
coast of Arabia, ho captured a largo Moorish vessel; when, wo 
regret to add, ho stained all the glory of his discoveries by the 
most savage cruelty, and in the excess of his auger outdid the 
crimes which he came to avenge. Having first plundered the 
vessel, and shut up all the crew in the hold, ho set it on fire, lie 
then made for the coast of In^n, touched at Cananorc, and thence 
proceeded to Calicut. Hero a negotiation was opened, to demand 
redress for the injuries sustained by his predecessor. Conceiving 
that the transaction was studiously protracted by the authorities, 
he collected fifty natives from the several vessels which he had 
captured, and, with an hour-glass in his hand, assured the mes- 
senger, that unless he received satisfaction before the sand was 
run, all their lives would bo forfeited. The time having elapsed 
without obtaining a reply, ho fulfilled his savage threat; adding 
to its horror by cutting off the hands and feet of the victims, 
which he sent on shore. Having then for some time poured a 
destructive fire upon the city, he sailed to Cociiin, where he was 
received with the accustomed cordiality. Soon afterwards, how- 
ever, a message was brought from the zamorin, by a Bramin of 
venerable age and aspect, as well as of the most consummate 
address, who began by making inquiries respecting the Christian 
religion, for which he professed great admiration, and even feigned 
a disposition to embrace it. He then assured Gama of his 
master’s anxious wish to renew his friendship with the Portuguese, 
and to malce ample reparation for the wrongs they had suffered ; 
in short, he wrought so artfully upon the admiral, os to prevail 
upon him to go to Calicut in a single ship to confer with the 
zamorin. But when he arrived at that port, instead of being 
admitted to tbe expected meeting, he found himself, as might have 
been anticipated, surrounded by thirty-four proas of the enemy, 
who considered him their certain victim. In this extremity, how- 
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ut the same time with uubounded rage .ngoinst the strangers, who, 
through the king’s obstinate attachment to them, had involved the 
nation in such dreadful calamities. But the monarch still adhered 
to his allies; and to prevent them from being torn to pieces, he con- 
ducted them everywhere in his own train. Beiiig at length obliged 
to abandon Cochin ho took refuge in the island of Vipecn, which, 
from its natural strength as well as from being invested with a 
sacred character, afibrded a temporary security. It w’ould not, 
however, have long availed, had ho not been relieved by the ar> 
rival of ample succours from Europe. 

Emanuel was detemmed to maintain the footing which he had 
acquired in the eastern world ; and having secured at Cochin a 
fixed point where he might land and concentrate his troops, be 
despatched his reinforcements, no longer in one united fleet, but 
by successive deUichmcnts. Three expeditions were equipped, one 
under Alphonso Albuquerque, the future conqueror of the East; 
another under Francisco Albuquerque; and a third under Antonio 
Saldanha. Francisco arrived first on the coast of Arabia, and col- 
lected there the remains of the squadron formerly commanded by 
Vicente Sodre, who, neglecting the safety of the King of Cochin, 
had engaged in a general piracy, and at length perished in a 
nolcnt stonn. The Portuguese admiral then sailed to the succour 
of that resolute monarch, whom, as we have akeady suggested, he 
found in the Isle of Vipeen, reduced to the last extremity. Ho 
W'os hailed as a delivci'er, and the troops of the zamorin almost 
immediately evacuated the city. Having reinstated the king, 
■he farther undertook, on the arrival of Alphonso, expeditions into 
the interior, and even into the dominions of the enemy. On 
several occasions, however, they were surrounded by greatly 
superior numbers, and with difficulty escaped. The sovereign of 
Calicut theu made overtui'es for peace, which was granted on con- 
dition that full satisfaction should he given for the previous 
outrages ; that a large quantity of pepper should be delivered ; 
and that the city should be completely opened to Portuguese com- 
inerce. Soon after Fernando Correa had an unfortunate encounter 
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his resources, and the whole conduct of the campaign, in the 
hands of Pacheco. That chief, perhaps the ablest and wisest of 
the Portuguese officers, began to prepare with the utmost activity 
to meet this imminent danger. Uc proclaimed the severest penal- 
ties against deserters, guarded all the passages by which they 
might escape, and having detected five Moors while making the 
attempt, he carried them on board with the avowed intention of 
putting them to dc.atb. The king made earnest intercession for 
their deliverance, which Pacheco resolutely refused, and even 
announced their doom as fixed ; yet he only kept them in close and 
secret custody, that, after the crisis should have passed, he might 
agreeably surprise the sovereign and ■ their friends by their re- 
appearance. He began also to act on the offensive, making various 
incursions into the enemy's territory; and his rctmru from thence 
laden with booty wonderfully revived the spirits of his adherents. 

The zamorin, meantime, with his mighty host in full array, 
was bearing down upon Cochin. That city possessed a very 
defensible position, as it could only be approached across a number 
of islands separated from the continent by narrow channels. But 
these channels were passable by fords, to defend which became 
the main object of the Portuguese. The invader, supported by a 
fleet of 160 vessels, marched toward.^ one of these shallows, at a 
place where his squadron had room to act. They immediately 
began an attack upon four European barks, and at the same time 
the whole army attempted to pass over. Pacheco awaited the 
onset with 400 of his countrymen and 500 chosen troops of 
Cochin. The latter, however, as soon as they saw the mighty 
host in glittering armour advancing with loud shouts into the 
water, fled at full speed, leaving only their two chiefs, whom 
Pacheco detained, that they might be mtnesses of European 
valour. The first attack was made by the fleet, of which the 
proas covered the sea ; yet his little squadron kept up a fire so 
well directed, that all the ships which approached were either 
sunk or dispersed. The hardest conflict was with twenty, whicli 
were bound together by an iron chain; but Pacheco, by a well- 
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by Lope Soarez, wbo arrived wltb a fleet and army from Portugal, 
but who treated him with merited distinction, and on their return 
home loaded his character with the highest commendations. In 
his zeal for the public service he had neglected his private fortune, 
which the Icing gave him an opportunity of retrieting by appoint- 
ing him Governor of El Mina, the chief settlement on the coast 
of Africa. Here, however, a violent faction was raised against 
him; he was sent home in chains, and kept long in confinement; 
and though at last honourably acquitted, died without receiving 
the rewards due to his signal merits. 

Soarez, on reaching the coast of India, was immediately waited 
on by a iloor called Coje Bequi, accompanied by a Portuguese 
boy who had been a captive at Calicut. They brought overtures 
of peace from the zamorin, who offered to release all the prisoners, 
and to grant every commercial privilege the admiral could desire; 
This chief appears to have been now in earnest, and Lope agreed 
to steer for Calicut, whence a ship brought out to him a supply 
of provisions with several of the principal captives, who were 
delivered unconditionally. The treaty seemed to be proceeding in 
the most fiivourable train, when the Europeans added a condition, 
that the Milanese who had assisted the zamorin in the late war 
should be delivered up. The Moorish negotiator replied, that an 
article which so deeply affected his master’s honour could not be 
concluded mthout special reference to himself; for which purpose 
a certain delay was craved, as he was then at some distance in 
the interior. But Soarez, udth that overbearing temper to which 
his countrymen were too prone, demanded immediate assent ; and 
this being withheld, he opened a fire upon the city, and reduced 
a great part of it to ashes. He then sailed for Cochin, the king 
of which earnestly pressed him to destroy Cranganore, a frontier 
toum strongly attached to the zamorin. He found this a some- 
what difficult task ; howevei*, after an obstinate contest, he took 
the place, burned it, and carried the fleet in triumph to his head 
establishment. Having afterwards destroyed a considerable squa- 
dron stationed at Panane, he returned to Europe. 
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whom Almcyda had stationed there, finding it difficult to make 
up his cargo, determined upon using the most violent means for 
effecting his object. Ho caused all the Moorish ships to be dis- 
mantled, and would not allow them to talco on board a pound of 
the spice till the Portuguese had completed their lading. This 
outrageous prohibition was as annoying to the natives as to the 
Moors ; and the former were cosily induced to join in a scheme of 
revenge. They assembled in vast numbers, and attacked the 
aggressors, who, amounting to no more than thirteen, fled to a 
chapel dedicated to the Virgin. The mob soon surrounded this 
sanctuary ; but not being able to force an entrance, they brought 
a q^uantity of wood, and succeeding in setting fire to it, they de- 
stro^'cd the edifice with all who were in it. Almeyda censured and 
even degraded Homo, who, however, had left the place before 
this crisis ; yet, deeming it not the less necessary to inflict a memor- 
able chastisement on the Goulanites, he sent an armament under 
his son Lorenzo, who destroyed a part of their fleet. 

The viceroy now found himself exposed to a danger of the first 
magnitude, and which threatened to shake the very foundation of 
Portuguese ascendency. The Sultan of Cairo, inflamed at once 
by that bigoted zeal with which the Mohammedan creed inspires its 
votaries, and by the injuries which his. vessels had sustained from 
European pirates, fitted out a largo fleet, and sent it under the 
command of Mir Hocem, to the coast of India, to extirpate that 
infidel race who were extending conquest and devastation over all 
the Eastern Seas. At the time he received intelligence that this 
flotilla was under ssul, a considerable part of his squadron was 
still out under Lorenzo, to whom he sent instructions to attack the 
enemy before they could arrive on the coast and be joined by any 
of the native princes. The young admiral, who had anchored off 
the port of Chaul, was busily preparing to execute his father’s 
directions when the Egyptians were seen approaching the harbour. 
The enemy, having a favomable wind and tide, entered the river, 
and at once drew up their ships in oi'der of battle. The Portu- 
guese fought for two days mth the most desperate valour, not only 
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the crew resisted three successive attempts to hoard, till Malik 
Az, a prince equally distinguished for bravery and humanity, 
prevailed on the twenty survivors, all of whom were wounded, 
to surrender, and treated them with, the most tender care and 
S 3 ^npathy. De Barros adds, that he wrote a letter to Almeyda, 
deeply condoling with him on the death of lus son, whose valour 
had commanded his \yarmcHt admiration. 

It was a most painful task to communicate to the governor the 
loss of his only son, cut off in the midst of such a high and hope- 
ful career. He received the tidings with fortitude and piety, 
declaring that ho had much less desired for the youtli long life 
than a distinguished character. Griitihed in this point, and trusting 
that he was now enjoying the reward of his excellent conduct,'he 
did not feel any cause to mourn. Meantime, howevei*, he was 
eagerly preparing to avenge his death, and that too, we are sony 
to add, in a temper ill accordant with the meek spirit of the faith 
which he had just professed. He had got ready a fleet of nineteen 
ships, having on bo.ud an army jiartly Portuguese, partly natives 
of Cochin, and was about to sail, when bis path was crossed by a- 
most unexpected event. 

In the year 150G, Alphonso Albuquerque was despatched with 
a large reinforcement to the fleet now in India. He went out 
burning with hope, and big with vast schemes of ambition, aspiring 
to the reputation of spreading the Portuguese sway over all the 
East. Having sailed first to Arabia, ho reduced Curiat, Muscat, 
and other important cities on that coast. He then attacked the 
celebrated kingdom of Ormuz, and, after several dreadful combats 
by sea and land, had so far succeeded as to impose a treaty which 
rendered its king tributary, and was erecting a foi't that would 
have commanded the city, when the treacherous desertion of three 
of his officers compelled him for the present to relinquish the 
fifuit of his victories. Almeyda, who was friendly to moderate 
measures, and averse to schemes of conquest, had sent a disavowal 
of these violent and ambitious assaults. But what was his 
astonishment when Albuquerque arrived at Cochin, and presented 
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another passage less open but also less diligently guarded, by 
which he entered the city, and soon placed it in possession of the 
Portuguese. The conqueror gave it up to plunder; and his 
followers, it is reluctantly admitted, stained their glory by inex- 
pressible cruelties. The streets streamed with blood, and the 
parent besought in rain for the life of his child. The distracted 
multitudes fled in crowds to the great mosque, hut soon finding 
that no place was sacred in the eyes of their enemies, hastened 
through the opposite gates, and sought refuge in the caves of the 
neighbouring mountain. The commander took up his quarters in 
the holy edifice ; hut confusion still reigned through the city, and 
in the morning an alarm was g^iven that a fire had broken out in 
the eastern quarter. The flames spread rapidly through the light 
fabrics of timber ; and the sparks flying from roof to roof, street 
after street was enveloped in the conflagration. Almeyda and his 
officers fled before it; and in a few hours there remained of this 
magnificent city only a pile of smoking wood and ashes. The 
fire also reached the shipping, which was entirely consumed, and 
even the Portuguese vessels were in danger. According to Osorio 
and other historians, this conflagration was ordered by the admiral 
himself, as the only means of withdrawing bis men from plunder, 
and preventing an entire loss of discipline ; hut De Barros men- 
tions this only as a rumour, and it certainly appears somewhat 
improbable. 

From this disgraceful triumph the victor hastened to his main 
object of attacking the combined fleets in the Gulf of Cambay. 
Overtures of peace were received, hut being considered, apparently 
with little reason, as insidious, they obtained no notice. The 
enemy’s squadrons were strongly posted in the harbour of Diu, 
where Malik Az advised his ally to await the onset ; but the im- 
petuous spirit of Mir Hocem impelled him to leave the harbom*, 
keeping, however, so near the shore as to be supported by a chain 
of batteries. The large vessels were linked two and two, and de- 
■. fended against boarding by a sloping network of strong rope. 
The Portuguese, notwithstanding, advanced to the attack with the 
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On liis return 'to Cocliin, he was again 'summoned by Albu-' 
querquQ to yield up the command assigned by the sovereign to 
himself; but, encouraged by his partisans, he still held the reigns 
of power, and even went so far as to place his rival under a 
nominal arrest. At this juncture, however, arrived Fernando 
Goutinho, a nobleman of high character, w'ith fifteen ships and a 
considei-able body of troops. This officer immediately undertook 
to mediate between the contending parties, and, by representing 
to Ahncyda how very irregular the course was into which he had 
been betrayed, persuaded him amicably to resign the viceroyalty. 
Having made this siicrifice to duty, he set sail for Portugal. In 
passing along the southern coast of Africa, his men involved 
themselves in a scuffie with a band of Hottentots, when he has- 
tened to their aid with a party nearly unarmed, and full of con- 
tempt for this rude and almost savage enemy. These barbarians, 
however, swift and fearless, made so terrible an onset, that 
Almeyda, deserted by his troops, was mortally wounded with a 
javelin in tho neclr, and fell. The Portuguese writers lament it 
as a singular caprice of fate, that , this illustrious commander, who 
had fought in all the Indian Seas, and bad vanquished the 
mightiest warriors of the East, should perish thus miserably on 
an unknown shore, in a contest with a handful of naked and de- 
formed w'retches scarcely entitled to the name of men. 

■ Albuquerque now determined not to lose a moment in entering 
on his vast schemes of conquest. The first object of attack was 
Calicut, the chief seat of a power which had the most resolutely 
opposed his countrymen. Goutinho, who was about to return to 
Portugal, insisted upon being allowed to take the lead upon this 
occasion, which bis rank, and the friendship that subsisted between 
them, made it impossible for him to refuse. The fieet arrived on 
the 2d January 1510 in front of Calicut; but as the city cotdd 
only he approached by narrow avenues thi-ough thick woods, in 
which the whole army had not room to act, it w'as arranged that 
the two commanders should advance in separate divisions. Albu- 
querque’s party scarcely slept, so much were they excited by the 
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cnemyi being dispersed by the dames, the Europeans, taking ad- 
vantage of the confusion, made a rapid retreat, and reached the 
ships. Coutinho incantiino received repeated warnings of the 
alarming state of aftairs; but secure in fancied triumpb, and 
viewing the natives with fixed contempt, he shut his ears to all 
intimations of peril. Soon, however, when his colleague had 
given way,- and the whole force of the enemy was turned against 
himself, the danger hccamc too pressing to he any longer over- 
looked. Ho then sprung to the head of his troops, and fought 
like a lion. The palace was set on fire ; and his men, completely 
surrounded by a vast army, in a disadvantageous position, sought 
only to cut their way through to the ships. In this disastrous 
day Coutinho himself fell ; and, in endeavouring to defend him, 
Yasco Sylvewa, and other chiefs of the noblest families in Por- 
tugal, shared his fate. Do Bams reckons that, out of 1600, 
eighty were killed and 300 wounded. Albuquerque, stunned by 
repeated blows, remained for some time apparently dead; but he 
was carried off by his followers, and conveyed to Cochin, where 
he slowly gained strength. 

This inauspicious commencement in no degree cooled the ardour 
of the viceroy. Scarcely had he recovei’ed •from his wounds, 
when he resumed his boldest schemes of conquest ; and though 
he no longer ventured to attack the metropolis of the zamorin, he 
still wished to gain some great city Avhich his countrymen might 
establish as their capital, where he might safely moor his fleets, 
and thence realize his plans of victory and colonization. Timoia,' 
an Indian pirate, the tnisty friend of the Portuguese, drew his 
attention to Goa. This tomi is situated upon an island twenty- 
three miles in circuit, if island it may bo called, which is sepa- 
rated from the land only by a salt-marsh fordable in many places. 
The surface is fertile, diversified by little hills and valleys, and 
almost sufficient of itself to supply a great city with every neces- 
sary of life. The adjoining territory, called Canara, forms the 
sea-coast of the Deccan. It had been conquered by the Mogul, 
and annexed to the dominions of Delhi ; hut, in the distracted 
G 
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with an internal danger perhaps still more fonnidablc. In this 
distant service, the spirit of discipline was not easily maintained, 
and both men and officers had acquired a habit of criticising the 
proceedings of their general. There arose a numerous party, who 
argued, that with so small a number of troops, and without any 
prospect of reinforcement, it was madness to attempt making 
head against the numerous host now approaching, surrounded by 
a population generally hostile, and in the heart of an immense 
city, whoso inhabitants only watched for an opportunity to aid in 
their destruction. These fern's and reasonings were by no means 
without foundation; but the lofty spirit of Albuquerque indignantly 
repelled the idea of tamely relinquishing so magnificent a prize. 
The faction, amounting to nine hundred, insisted that so brave an 
army ought not to be sacrificed to the obstinacy of one man, and 
began to form a scheme for wresting the power from their com- 
mander, and carrying into efiect their own counsels. But having 
traced this plot to its origin, he surprised the conspirators at a 
secret meeting, and throw the ringleaders into prison. The 
remainder sued for pardon, which, being unable to dispense with 
the services of any of his small number of troops, he could not 
expediently refuse. They were therefore, with a vei'y few excep- 
tions, restored to their employments, 

' The zabaim meantime was advancing upon the city. The chief 
hope of Albuquerque depended upon bis success In defending the 
approaches to the island; but the channel separating it from the 
mainland was so narrow, and in many places so shallow, that it 
presented by no means an insuperable obstacle. He stationed 
chosen troops at all the exposed points, covering them with walls 
and intrenchments. The native prince, completely baffied in his 
first attempts, had almost resigned himself to despair; but at 
length he bethought himself of a nocturnal attack, favoured by 
the monsoon. The night of the 17th May, being dark and stormy, 
two large bodies advanced at difi'erent points, and though unable 
to surprise the Portuguese, succeeded in forcing their way into the 
island. The whole army was soon transported over, and com- 
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who was met by Iho Indian chief at the head of thirty pavaos; hut, 
after an obstinate eonlHct, the zabaim was coinpcllcd to retreat full 
speed to the shore. The conquerors followed, when Peter and 
Ferdinand Andrade, with live men, boarded the principal vessel; 
but their captain, mouuting^ behind them, was severely wounded, 
and fell into the boat. Amid the general anxiety, and while all 
eiTorts were employed to remove their leader out of danger, the 
Andrades and their parly were forgotten; the ship, by the reced- 
ing of the tide, was left on dry land; and thej' were attacked by 
greatly superior numbers, against whom they could only defend 
themselves by prodigies of valour. ^Yhcn their condition was 
observed, it was for some time doubtful how to reach them ; at 
length eight bold mariuers pushing on shore in the long-boat, 
attacked and made themselves m.astcrs of the ship; but, being 
unable to tow it off, were obliged to content themselves with the 
feat of rescuing their comrades. It is pleasing, amid tijo ferocity 
of this war, to find an exchange of chivalrous courtesy. The 
zabaim scut messengers, expressing his admiration of the valour 
of the Portuguese; and a polite answer was returned. Even a 
negotiation for peace was opened, though without success. 

The pride of the enemy being humbled, and the spirits and 
courage of the Portuguese revived by these exploits, Albuquerque 
sailed to Cannnorc, where he reiitted his fleet, and received con- 
siderable reinforcements; resolving, as soon ns the season allowed, 
to make a second attempt upon Goa. Ills confldcncc of a happier 
issue on this occasion seems to have been founded chiefly on the 
fact that the zabaim was involved in war with the kingdom of 
Narsiuga, which wjis likely for some time to occupy the greater 
part of his forces. Unable, however, to muster more than 1500 
European and 300 native troops, it was a very serious undci'talc- 
ing to attack a large and strong capital, garrisoned by upwards 
of 9000 men. It had been farther strengthened by a new wall 
and ditch, and by a stockade drawn through the water, behind 
Avhicli the ships were moored in securit}', and stood like so many 
towers. However, having arrived in front of the city, ho deter- 
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port, winch tl»cy could call tlu'ir own, wore csocnttal to the maiii- 
tonanco. of l’orlHsiu‘.so suiirouiacy. 'l‘hey would thou have a 
bcciirc. .'italiou for their licet-, atixcd point for rocoiviiijj reinforce- 
luont#, and a retreat in ca'JC of diMHlcr, without dependiujj on the 
pjv.c.irIou< friendv-hip of their allicji. He .“ludied, therefore, to 
iviidcr tJe.i a Miitahle capital for an c;r-ter!t empire. Ho sent and 
received amhaisador^, whom he astoiii.died by llie display of a 
IKonp surpa.-.nn!; even that of India; and ho aurpri-cd them still 
nsonj by the exlensivvj fortillcatiotii atid useful \v«ri:.> which he 
had already cuu.vtructed. He viewed it alw) a-* an c.-; ential object 
to attach the iiativci to his government, for which purjto.e he 
adopted a somewhat aingnlar cxiicdienl. Having mtmerons 
female captives, some belonging to the iir.>t families in the 
Country, he tre-ited them in the moat honourahle manner; but, 
nut ( ali^ticAl with this, he proceeded to arrange inatrimotiial con- 
nexions hclweiin them and his Kuropc-m follower.!, without leav- 
ing much choice ou either side. Some such procedure i:t at lesi-st 
alluded to by l)e llarro.s, when he comparoi hi.» mode of cement- 
ing the I’ortugue^e power to that employed by Uomnlus for 
peopling hi.s infant state of Ivume. It was made an absolute 
condition with the brides that thev should embrace Christiauitv ; 
au obstacle which was not found iusurmount.ahle, tlie prejudices 
of caste and religion being Ic.ss deeply rootesl there than in other 
part-s of the liast, A few such marriages being formed, the vice- 
roy showed the parties peculiar favour, and bestowed on the hus- 
bands some of bis best upi)ointment:s. The principal famllie.s, 
iinding themselves aggrandijced by tlic.-'O caiiiie.xtott.s, .so far from 
objecting to them, gave their countenance to new malehe.s. An 
odd Htory is told of a great mnnber of weddings being celebrated 
at once with a splendid fe.stival, when the lights being preinaliirely 
cxtinguislied, it became ditileult for the parties to recognise each 
other, and they fell into many mistakes. Ne.\t morning .on 
investigation was proposed; but, ou mature rellection, it was 
judged best that each bIiouKI remain content with the wife who 
hud uecideutally fullcu to his lot, though ditVercut from the one to 
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till alter repeated assaults that ho was able to drive them from 
their fortress, and linally establish the Portuguese suprouiacy. 

The viceroy again resumed his plans of distant conquest, but 
was bathed in two suceessivc attempts upon Aden, then the chief 
emporium of the lied Sen. At length he equipped a great arma- 
ment to achieve the most favourite object of his ambition. 'With 
1500 European and GOO Asiatic troops ho sailed against Ormuz, 
whero his strength was considered so formidable, that the king 
did not venture to oppose his demand for permission to erect a 
fort. Having performed this task with his usual diligence, he 
forthwith suggested the great convenience of transporting to tiiis 
station all the cannon in the city. The unfortunate monarcli, 
conscious of tho state to which ho was reduced, felt it no longer 
possible to refuse even this request, and the celebrated Ormuz 
became completely a Portuguese establishment; a triumph which 
left the ambitious commander hardly anything to wish in that 
part of tho world, where ho had firmly established tho fing of his 
country. 

Hut this brilliant c.arccr was approaching to its close. Albu- 
querque was now somewhat advanced in years, and his constitu- 
tion, exhamsted by so nuany toils, began to exhibit symptoms of 
decay. Findiug his health in an infirm state, he became anxious 
to revisit Goa; and as he passed along the coast of C.ambay, 
tidings arrived which struck him to the heart. A new fleet had 
been sent out, and Lope Soarez, the name of all others which he 
most detested, not only commanded it, but was appointed to super- 
sede him as Governor of India. 2lcw’ officers were nominated to 
tho principal vessels and forts, — all of them known to be most 
hostile to his interest. His power and influence, he felt, were at .an 
end. Tho Portuguese writers, always silent on everything which 
might affect tho credit of their sovereign, give no hint of tho 

motives that induced him to cast off so suddcnlv the man who had 

¥ 

conquered for him a great empire. European counsellors, it may 
be presumed, possessed the ear of the monarch, and might whisper 
that the viceroy was becoming too great to continue a subject. 



BJappui-SajiBOS pai^ddB iC^ajBipouiuii puB ’paumpa iCpappRs ?q2;n 
-piui i}B Baqj ‘aSais aq; asiBJ 3nipua;ui ji sb ‘siCa^BS .qaqj Siii 
-MBjpqiiAv iCq uBSaq is.xq iCaqj, ’iJoga ajBaadsap puB puB.iS auo 
aqBHi o; pauiuuajap ‘aanajap aqj jo ^OBupsqo puB qigSua^ aqj qqAV 
pa]B.iadsBxa puB ijno pauBa.u. ‘sjaSaisaq aqj, •snoi!}.iaxa a.iaAas 
qons anui^uoa p^noo ^aq:j iBqj pa^snBqxa os asaq; puB ‘aaquinn 
pniSuo jiaq; jpq uBq^ ssaj o; paanpai q?Sna^ %v aaoAV ‘qaBj^B 
qoBa ut paja^ns oqAV ‘jaAaAxoq ‘uosuabS aqj^ ‘cujo)s ifq ssaj^joj 
aq? X.uBa o| ‘sqaaAX piaAas Snunp apBui ‘s)dnia:})B aAissaaans ni 
pa^Bajap aaoAV ^raaua aqj ‘Suqaaj qSiq siqi p as^ndun aq^ japufj^ 
•sainbasqo siq uuojjad oj ijnaAX aqs uaqiU. ‘asop aq? ^][ij pauiBuiaa 
puB ‘pquioo JO auaas aq? oj pan.inp.t iiaqj ‘jCpoq siq Xbavb paijjBa 
aqs ‘sqaB^jB aq; jo ano m Sui^pj nos .xaq puB fsAorpios aq^ Sni 
-SBJnoaua puB 3at.iaaqa ‘;sajpq ebax !)pBssB aq!) a^iqAV uaAa ‘pod oj 
jsod UI 0 . 1 J UB.T ‘uBiojs*Cqd b jo ^pB]; aqj ‘zapuBn.ia^ uuy •sai.iaj 
-?Bq aqj jo ajg juBSsaaui aqj ^q pa.xa?jBq8 BqjoAx. aq; Saupdaa jo 
qsBj snopoqBi aqj aqBjaapnn oj maqj paanpni ‘iCinana aq? pureSs 
snuB jBsq 0) pajinbaj a.iaAx uani aq^ J{b pq^ 3aipasa.ids.i ‘puB 
‘poj aq? uiq?ux sapniaj aq? papraassB ttSa^ ap BipqBBj umioQ; 
*ui8Bi8nq?ua pan aSBjnoa ui xas jaq?o aq? q?TAv 3 ui^a nauiOAV aq? 
'paAaiqoB aaaAv jnopA SnpiBp ?soai aq? jo s?jo^dx 5 [ ’Bisy tit not? 
-Buniiop asan3n?Joj jo spuna aq? ui apBAOUiaiu ?soca aq? jo auo 
pa.xaprenoo sipauiB?sns aq qoiqAx aSais aq? puB !.inoSp ?soui?n aq? 
q?TAi aanB?sisaj .xoj pajudoad ‘.maAvoq ‘ajj *bo£) uio.tj paAiaaa.i 
ajOAV BJnoaons ou ‘uqunQ up oun^ apasaadns o? tquo.io}i ap 
BTaJB£) JO ?uani?nToddB aq? ^q paaoisBoao ‘?nauimaAo3 pjauaS aq? 
UI uinuSaj.T 0 ?ui ub jo aouanbasuoa uj puB JiC^qois o.iaAV uioqAi jo 
XuBui ‘nam 009 ‘UAiaA^iCg ^joj aBanSn?.xoj aq? o? aSais 

asop ppi gggi .xaqtua?dag ui iC^ABa puB ‘?B.tazn0 jo sdooA? 000‘05 
JO BpjBAvdn ^q pAUAB Biq uo pauiof bbav ajj •jfAaip?AB jo utba? 
qAadns b puB ‘sAaipps qsiqAux ?saq atl? Jo OOOi pAUoq uo SniABq 
‘s^a^pS jC?uaAas q?iAx zang uioaj pa^ps Aaopgo siqj^ *o?BAodo-03 o? 
AOinSpg puBAQ aq? ;Cq paAapAO sbax ‘oApQ jo aouasaoS aq? ‘nqsB j 
UBHiiCpg qaiqAX q?uv ‘jBAazu-Q ui paiAa^ sBAx aaAOj ?BaAS b niiq 
qSnoAqj, \Cuiauo ?BaAa??iq Aiaq? auiBoaq spABA\Aa?jB ?nq fasan3n?A0j 


sisarea'iiias asanoniaoa 


801 



AXD CONQUESTS IN INDIA. 107 

.Tccordiiig to the boast of their Itislorian raria y Sousa, stretched 
from the Capo of Good Hope to the frontier of China, and compre- 
hended a coast 12,000 miles in extent. It is impossible, however, 
not to observe that this is somewhat of an empty boast, since over 
this immense sp.'ice there were not perhaps more than thirty fac- 
tories established, and the nearest of them separated by upwards 
of a thousand miles. In many, perhaps in most eases, they 
possessed not a spot of ground bc^’ond the walls of the fortress. 
Their real sovci'cignty was on the ocean, where their ships, armed 
and manned in a manner superior to those of the native powers, 
were victorious in almost every encounter. This species of 
govcmincnt, with the exclusive commerce between Europe and 
India, they retained for upwards of a century. Their history, 
during this period, consists chiefly of the struggles to maintain 
their ground against the natives, whom their domineering, bigoted, 
and persecuting spirit, soon inspired with the bitterest enmity. 
These contests, which usually ended in the repulse of the latter, 
and in the two parties being replaced in their wonted position, are 
too monotonous to justify a detailed narrative. One or two of 
them, however, were so memorable as to deserve to bo hero re- 
corded. 

In 1536, Nuno da Cuiiha, then governor-general, obtained 
permission to erect a fort at the important city of Dili, in a situa- 
• tion highly favourable for trade, but which brought his people in 
contact with the powerful hingdoms of Cambay and Guzerat. 
Badur, ruler of the former of these nations, who at first welcomed 
their approach, soon began to view them with jealousy. In a 
visit that he paid to the settlement a scuffle ensued, in which he 
himself was killed, while the commandant and several other 
European chiefs shared the same fate. Sylveira, who succeeded 
to the charge, made the greatest efforts to justify the conduct of 
his countrymen in the eyes of the natives, and appeared at first to 
have succeeded; yet there still remained a leaven of discord. 
This was strongly fomented by Khojah Zofar, a Moorish chief, 
who had at first embraced with apparent zeal the cause of the 
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to the sea-wall. The garrison were instantly roused, and hastened 
to meet the attack ; but the others persevered with such fury, that 
they at length forced an entrance into one of the principal bul- 
warks. They -were repulsed by an almost preternatural valour, 
and are reported to have had 1500 men killed and wounded in 
the assault. But after so long and desperate a conflict the Portu- 
guese had not above forty soldiers fit for duty ; Sylveira was 
already oppressed by the most gloomy apprehensions, when, to 
his joyful surprise, he found that the besiegers had made their 
last effort. Solyman, not aware, it may be presumed, of the des- 
perate situation of his adversary, weighed anchor on the 5th 
November, and set sail for Egypt ^Yith all his fleet. 

Khojah Zofar, Avho continued to retain the supreme sway in 
Guzerat, still cherished the most inveterate - rancour against the 
Portuguese. Seven years after the peiiod now mentioned, he 
assembled an army nearly as lai*ge as the former, and invested the 
castle of Diu, defended by Don Juan Mascarenbas with a garrison 
of only 210 men. TTith this slender force the governor most 
stoutly and gallantly maintained his post, keeping up a very de- 
structive fire on the besiegers. The King of Cambay, who had 
come, in the firm expectation of witnessing the fall of the castle, 
was so alarmed by a ball which penetrated his tent and killed an 
officer at his side, that he departed, leaving his generals to prose- 
cute the siege. Zofai", soon afterwards, had his head carried off 
by a cannon shot ; but his son, Buini Khan, -inherited his daring 
spirit as well as his enmity to Christians. Notwithstanding the 
valour with which the besieged repulsed every assault, their 
numbers -were gradually thinned, and they began to suffer the 
extremities of famine. At length Alvaro de Castro brought a 
reinforcement of 400 men ; but these troops, having insisted on 
being led out against the enemy, were driven back after suffering 
great loss. In October 1545, however, the new viceroy, Don 
Juan de Castro, one of the ablest and most distinguished of the 
Portuguese officers, arrived ; and having a powerful armament, 
he considered himself in a condition immediately to commence 
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order observed by tho Jlogul soldiers, it presented the appearanee 
of a baudsomo and spacious . city. Tho viceroy was apparently 
taken by surprise, not having in Goa above 700 troops, with 1300 
monks and armed slaves, lly stopping a fleet abotit to sail for 
Europe, ho might have obtained a reinforcement of >100 men ; but 
ho intrepidly rejected this resource, on account of the inconvcnicnco 
which would bo occasioned at home by the vessels not arriving ; 
ho was also, perhaps, ambitious to show that ho could defend tho 
town with only its owu garrison, and such soldiers as might bo 
obtained from tbo neighbouring settlements. The enemy began 
a series of most formidable attacks, attempting to cross into tho 
island. Don Luis, however, not only repulsed them with success, 
but, on receiving some reinforcements, made repeated sallies into 
their quarters, on which occ.'isions his troops acted with their 
usual courage and barbarity. Having killed numbers of tho 
natives, the soldiers sent into the city cart-loiids of heads, to afford 
to the people tho savage encouragement derived from this spec- 
tacle. At the end of two months Adel Khan began to despair, and 
even opened a correspondence with the governor; but as each 
party not only concealed his wish for a termination of the siege, 
but .assmued an air of haughty defiance, tho negotiation made 
very slow progress. Ataide received various accessions, particu- 
larly one of 1500 men from tho Moluccas, and was thereby ren- 
dered so strong, that tho enemy could scarcely cherish any hope 
of success. Tho Mogul general, however, observing a point 
which, from confldcnco in its natural strength, had been less care- 
fully fortified, resolved on a desperate attempt to cflcct a passage. 
On the 13th April, Solyman Aga, captain of thoguai’ds, made an 
attack so sudden and vigorous, that, in spite of the most resolute 
resistance, p.art of his troops forced their way into tho island ; but 
tho Portuguese soon mustered their forces, and, after a brisk con- 
flict, drove back or cut in pieces the whole of the assailants. 
Adel Khan, who viewed from the opposite bank this obstinate en- 
gagement and the discomfiture of his troops, was equally em*aged 
and disheartened. From this time all his operations were con- 



uiiq ‘bomhiBhi !)a!)3i[ip put? OApov siq q?iAV poEtso^dsip ‘oaoqj 
;uou(uj9AoS Bnopiaf oqj^ •uoqsi'j !ji3 oauopisaA Suoj b Suunp qj 
popDipo oqAV ‘uBui}no]j sni^oujoQ qSnojq; pauiB^qo sbav uoptjui 
-aqjui AiBBSooau oqj^ 'SuiqinAapun 8iq; jo saaSuop oq? ]|T! aABaq 
0 ? pajipisaq jaSuo^ ou iCaq; ‘iCjJoqii joj o^SSnajs pjBBaaanB b jo 
osanoa oq:) ui pajuauiSnB uaaq SaiABq saaanosaa puB a^Banoa aiaqi 
puB fodojj pooQ JO odBQ oqj panoa jBqj UBqj o^noa aoqjo ^ub 
iCq aBanSn:)aO(j oqj SaijiBAia jo iC^jiiqisBoduii oq; qpj Avoa ^oqx 

|BapoBad Am jo OApanpoad aoAO oq oj fqnagjip ooj oq ‘punoj 
BBAV jt ‘^Bnni ‘^Bixo iiB ;b Boop ji ji ‘qaiqAv ‘oSBBBBd :)BBa-q)aoa 
B SuuaAoaBip jo odoq aiaqj ui aaq!)aSoj[B poimj iCaqj ijnq f Biquia^ 
BA 0 |{ JO saaoqs. ^avaap oqj uo aajnuv oj paSqqo oaoAv Ojdoad oq; 
qaii{AV JO jBBf oqi ui i zjnaaBg jo puBinuoa oq; aopun ^yaiqo ‘;uob 
/[SutpaoaaB oaoAi suoiqpadxo OAissoaonB oaaqj^ •oiqBopoBaduii ;ou 
SB paBSaa oj BaouiaBui poj ‘saaoqs opoay b;; jo aojoBaaqa oq; puB 
‘;naiii;uoa ;Bq; jo ;ua;xo oq; 3ui;aodsaa passoBSod uaq; oSpa[A\oua[ 
;aajaadaii oq; qoiqAi ‘Bisy jo q;aou oq; Aq oSvBsvd b ;duia;;B 
o; poonpui oauaq oaoAV ^oqj^ ‘SBog uao;8Bg[ oq; o; saqaBoaddB 
oq; ]iB oaBO snoiBof jBoiu oq; q;iA\ papaBnS qoiqAv ‘[B9n;aoj; puB 
iiiBdg JO 6;uouiBuiaB pABu oq; ao;nnoaao o; paaBdaad joA ‘aoAO 
-A\oq “jon oaoAi Xoqj[, *aauB;aoduiT pajBaaoAO ub panSisBB uaaq 
BiCBAtp sBq qoiqAV o; ‘Bipnj jo opoa; oq; iCq po;oBa;;B oq o; |ibj ;ou 
ppoa uoi;uo;;b aiaq; 'Bjinsand OBoq; ui /^daop ob 9up[aBqnia aa;jy 
'BOtiii; uaapoui ui pa^duiBxaun oaojoq opipiaSBui b pauiB;;B avou 
qan{Ai ‘iCa;Bnpui jo soqouBaq OBoq; ui BBOaSoad oiqvaopisuoa o; po|; 
/pBoajB pBq ‘XaoqBg piiB oaaauiuioa aoj q;oq 'b;bboo aioq; jo uoi; 
-Bn;iB iCddBq oqj^ 'q;pDAv puB oaua;BiBqnB jo buboui oq; nsaao oq; 
uo . qaoB o; paanpni oaoAV ‘X;aoq![ snoiSqoa puB jiaio jo ;uouiiCofuo 
oq; uidq; 9uouib punoj oqA\ saoSnjoa jo opn;T;pui oq; bb ip/A 
CB ‘soApsuioq; Xoq; ‘iCao;iaao; a|oq; jo ;ao;xa AioaaBu oq; o; 9 uia\o 
■ odoang; uj aoAvod pABu ;8ay oi|; Snioq jo noi;B;ndoa oq; ponpS poq 
^ot{; 'aa;aBaBt{a Btq; ui woq; posiuSoaaa iC|pj Ba;B;B duianoqqSiau 
oq; oaojaq uoAg ‘oipndoa quopuodopui ub jo apiua oq; o; BOAps 
'iiiaq; paspa ‘oiSSnajB BnoTao[d puB ‘pauq ‘Suoj b ao;jn puB ‘updg 
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AXD CONQUESTS IN INDIA. 

On the 29th June, the whole army rushed forward with har- 
hai'ous shouts against the ruined works, on which the small body 
of Portuguese had taken their stand. The artillery in full play 
alternately illumined the sky and wrapped it in darkness: The 
shock was terrible; the enemy planted their colours on several of 
the remaining bulwarks, and seemed repeatedly on the eve of 
obtaining full possession of the city; hut the valour and discipline 
of the- Europeans were in the end triumphant. The Mogul 
general, after continuing the attmd: till night, drew off his army, 
and soon after opened a negotiation, which terminated^in a league 
offensive and defensive. 

The zamorin manifestefflittle zeal to fulfil his part in the grand 
alliance. Indeed, on seeing the Portuguese hard pressed by the 
two other confederates; he offered, on certain conditions, to with- 
draw from it altogether, and conclude a separate treaty. But the 
pride of Ataide disdained, even in this extreme peril, to purchase 
peace by any humiliating concession; he defied the monarch’s 
power; tinisting to his own talent, and the bravery of his coimtry- 
men, to extricate- him from every difficulty. The zamorin then 
sent some small aid to the nizam, and afterwards laid -siege to 
Chale, a fort about two miles from Calicut. But this place being 
defended with the -usual vigour, and its garrison reinforced, he 
was obliged to -withdraw; hence this formidable combination, 
which had compi'ehended the greatest powers of Southern India, 
“was, by the conduct of the governor and- the courage of his troops, 
entirely-dissolved. 

By these and other achievements, the subjects of Portugal, 
during the whole of the sixteenth century, maintained their pos- 
sessions on the coasts, and their supremacy in the seas of India. 
Even after their military enterprise relaxed, the high name 
which they had established deterred the natives from any attempt 
to shake off the yoke. But about the year 1600 a new enemy 
appeared, much more foi’midable than any power which they had 
yet encountered in that quarter of the globe. The Dutch, driven 
to desperation by the tyranny of Philip Il.j had revolted against 



prq sjuanoJdo Jioq; qoiqAi kjjoj oqj ‘paonpoi ^laAissaDons 
pun ‘pajsaAui uaq? jCaqj^ •Baaipps utua^aA puasnoq; o/a? pj^oq 
uo SoTATsq ‘siaseaA qsajj uaa^aaiu q^uv s^aag araqi paaiojaraa iCoqi. 
S09T “I 'BpnBIBI aoidg oqi m s^uauiapjaB SaiuiBuiaa oq? qa sjBin 
-oSc;ac jiaq^ niojj Sapsam /q d(qs n ^nd o; pautaua^ap qa;ng; 
oqj qaiqAV 0} ‘aJvjiuAi |cai]i?.nd Saissaacq u dn ^daq qqB ‘samd 
-djiiqj oq^ tuojj spafqns siq Xq papiB ‘uipaj ui asanSafJoj; aqj^ 
‘BuoiBsassod qsraadg aq; jo iCuB ui Suipaa; uiojj ‘saqpsnad ifBaaaAas 
oqi japnn ‘uiaq; Saptqn[Ojd ‘Bnoi^nninpoad Sainssi q)m j^asniiq 
pagspus ajj "aojoj Xjiqqitn iq maqj oinSnfqns oj ‘jaajja ^noqqAV 
qSnoqi ‘b^jojjb spi ^[b pa)aaatp puB ‘a[doad Snisu siq; qqAV Bas 
)B paa^aoa o) )daia)]B XiaAa dn naAiS aABq o} sinaas dqiqj amt} 
Biqi niojji 'ERO^ snouas iCuB ;noqiL.u Bipiij O) ^bav aiaq} apBui pnn 
‘r^ubiibeeb aq; ,qo iSut^aaq ni papaaaans ‘saJAnaiaBm xnjgqa pun 
/jaABjq jjaq; ^q ‘aanBi ai[x ^nq f naSaaqqdg jo poBininoa aq; .lapun 
qno SuioS BiassaA Jiaq? jo iqSta ijaoi iioq)Bnb8 siqx ‘8puB[sj apaa^ 
ap adn3 aqj ana^j qoag aqx ^daoja^ui oj uiaqx ^uas puB ‘azis 
a3aBj B JO ^iisom ‘sdiqs iC^aiqi jo jnauiBuuB ub ^no pa^ig oq ‘ouioq 
paiaadxa ojoav uauiniptiy qsujj qajnfj aqj jBqj pauanax SniABjj 
'EsauxBoaS auiiiiaBut xuasaad sji ox pasina 'xobj m ‘puB ‘ooub 
•XB iBoa oxni uoAiap pci{ noiEEaaddo u.uo Biq qaiqav 'aautAoad snoty 
-Xaqaa b jo sumb aqx Xq Ruoissassod axqnnxBA asoqx inoaj pajxadxa 
oxdoad siq 3uipag xi> xuBuSipui XxqSiq xi^J ‘xBSnxaoj jo nAvoaa 
aqx paz|as pcq ‘ucjXEBqog uo(£ jo qxBap aqx uo ‘oqAv ‘•jj djijqj 

'papiiaxxa Xxxnnnixaoa aaoAv saapuBy 
*l°I{ BBotix oiiqAv ‘apBax JO exbob xuBxaodmi auios Xbav Biqx 

UI 3uieo[ — ‘fipuB[sj Baanjoj\[ aqx uo buojxbxb xb-ioaob jo aauuBui 
aBijutis B in psAiadap oaoAV iCoqj, ’uDETaaBS aqx Jo aaaBSBBui xua 
■ouo8 B opBui pun ‘Xnq aqx ui paxaaaa pnq xuSnxaoj jo sxaafqns aqx 
qatqAV xaoj aqx pasiadanH 'EaaaxuiqoA t[oxn(j auios /q papin ‘uaaqov 
XB BiCB[Bj\r aqx ‘pOAixom 0Bai[X Xq panadiiij *qxiMJ UBpouiuinqojq 
aqx oaunouaa ox uiaqx Suionpui aoj pojCojduio shboui qaanq aqx 
qxjAV paxEnSsip Eopisaq oaoA\ oijav pun ‘oaaouiuioo unqx xraubuoa uo 
xuaxui oaoui oaoAv asanSnxao j aqx X’J'IX OAaasqo ox unSaq BOAXOBUioqx 
pnq oqAV ‘saAixttu aqx jo xxi3X“03<*!P OH? xoomoj ox xau X. 10 A 0 ifq 
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into priaon, whence he wjw Uber.ntwl only on the payment of a 
coiniidcrablc niiiHom. Hut bj' his instructions tiiu Ontch in three 
months equipped a squadron of four vessels, well armed and pro- 
vided with the materials of trade, llontmaii set out in the 
autumn of 1590, and after a tedious voyage, without, however, 
encountering any important opposition or obstruction, arrived oil* 
Hantam in the island of Jav.a. Uo was .at first u.Ktrcmcly well 
treated, but afterwards, seemingly through bis own rashness and 
violence, became involved in a quarrel with the king, was thrown 
into prison, and obtained release only by sacrificing part of his 
investment. Ho then efl’cetod a safe return to Kiiropc, where ho 
was received with the highest exultation, Imving evinced the 
practicability of a fleet finding its w,ay without molestation from 
the enemy, to those remoto and opulent shores. The original 
conip.any, augmented by one more recently formed, sent out early 
in 1599 no fewer than eight ships under the joint command of 
Houlman and Van Neck. They reached the cotists of Sunmtra 
and Java, where they carried on a successful traflic ; and at length 
the second of these oflicers returned to Amsterdam with four of 
the vessels laden with spices and other valuablo commodities. 

This favourable beginning encouraged the Hollanders to pro- 
secute the Indi.an trade with the utmost activity. Several new 
companies ircro established, without being invested with any ex- 
clusive privileges, or .apparently actuated by any hostile rivalry ; 
and thiLs, mutually aiding and co-operating with each other, they 
soon raised this branch of cotnmcrco to the highest prosperity. 
In IGOO, not five yc.ar3 after tho first of their squadrons had sailed 
round the Cape, they sent out forty vessels bearing from -100 to 
GOO tons ; and, by their superior diligence and punctuality, had 
almost completely supplanted tho Portuguese in tho spice-market. 
Hitherto they had studiously shunned any interference with that 
people, selecting the spots not occupied by them ; while the latter 
seem not to b.avc ventured on any violent measures to enforce 
their monopoly. However, as they became stronger, they began 
to form schemes for the expulsion of their rivals. They studied 
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^ng •BOiBorng jo ?sbo 3 aq:; uo qsqSng aqj iCq gpBin s?nBmajfl 33 
graos JO Tiopdggsa oq? qjui. ‘soag puB spuBpi lugjSBg oq? jo 
EJ 3 )SBni g^g^dmog gnrcggq aaq^ jCaq; paB ‘^oafqo Jiaq) pgpajjg ^gq; 
‘ggoB^STsai g^Bnpsqo hb °nTJS}imoang jg^ ‘Of9T ‘qiStraj 
•Bipnj JO jajiBnl) jBqj m suoissassod Jiaq) jo pqidBo aqj ‘bddb[bj\[ 
Tno:q asanSnjJog aqj g^up oj spo^ pa^Badai gpBin qajnQ; gqj^ 

'SjnodBA snoianuad fsom gq^ gjBnnp {Baidoi; 
jBqj m Suipqxg *s;agj;s XigA sji qSnojqj naAa puB ‘aoiqd gqj 
ponoj TUVBjp spuBa ^q pasBgjani ajB qan{Av jo sgAa aq; ‘ajBiuqa 
sq rao;g ^pjBAas jajns ‘jOAgivoq ‘snaadoing -noijBjs Smqsunoq 
puB )BajS B maqj ^q paiapnaa ^[jnanbasqns sbjv ‘Xi)imoa jiaq; jo 
TiopBqaddB ^naiam: aqj mo^ ‘EiABjBg pgniBii Smaq ‘qaiqiA ‘jCjia b 
papmiojiCgq} ‘sjaAiod aApBa gq; jo aaiiBfSTsai gq) gmoaaaAO SniABg[ 
•saqapQ puB ‘oaiuog ‘Bj^Bning qjui. nopBaiimnimoa Zsbo hb 2ni 
-iofna poB ‘spnB|sj saidg aqj oj a^noA aqj SnipnBramoa ‘noijBnqs 
^ddBq XiaA b — ‘babjp jo ?sBoa q^aon aqj jo iijiniajjxa tua^saii aq; 
ABan ?ods b noda paxp iaqj; •snopaBsoBJj piaiaramoa puB paj; 
-qod aiaqj jp jo ajjaaa aqj pxre ‘sjsaabaoa opBisy ataqj jo pqdBa 
aqj amoaaq ?qSini qaiqju. jfqa b pqnq oj paimnaapp sjapnBipg aqj 
‘spnB^sj pjaapo J® pnBoiaioa aja[dinoa aq? paupjqo Suiab^ 

g-noj^ag uio^ papadsa Xppjdaioa aaaAi asaaSn^ 
-jog aq? ptre ‘sqjnooi naAas jo aSais b jajjB paaapnajjiis oqinnpQ 
jBa^ ?Bqj aj •sjo’ijadtnoa aiaqj aaAO Tapani ap^dmoa aqj 
panp2 Xaqj pqj ‘aiSSnxjs i[poop poB 2no^ b jayB ‘gggi np ?on 
SBAs. q pg "Strejooj snoaSB]in:ApB qsoin aqj no pauiqsqqBjsa ub 
nuoj 0} Apaqg a^doiB qaaBnoia pqapaS gq; moq panpiqo saAps 
-mgq; jfaq; aqqAi. ‘papuraq snq; seal spAu Jiaq; jo jaMod aqj^ 
•XjopiA ap^dmoa b tnaq; Joj pamaS ‘sdooa; uavo siq jo pp aq; 
laaq; o; SoipaopB Xq puB ‘soBipuB^ aq; jo suoijBjado aqj Snijaaaip 
^q qpq ‘jaAaAioq ‘japnaninioa qain(j aqjQ ‘uiaqi pisaa o; apB 
aq 0 } padoq iCpaiaas qatiu aq; pq; ‘jfpuBQ ^supSa aajoj qans 
ni oqnmpQ p pataapps pdpnud qaq; mo:g SnpnBApa aiaAV 
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crt'cSol in ihi'. t f A:n!>uviia autl TMur, iMjilnrin;? llie 

nliult lr*y uiiilrr iluir jst'.-Uris.jii, urA fin.-tlly lluir 

uwn *.u!h --j !/'. •■, Th*'; < f lltis Diitcli in l)io 

Ir.iIisiJ .‘T'. A.' lltsn A>ily ^ 

To ■•3i3» iiliniiiil), i!.** Athiiii.it '.liKiI 3j;jiiii;.t 

M3.1;v<:< 3, whkli till I Vrin, li'i l ;ii.vU ll;<r cniii’.Al < X tl.vlr 
:<■ i:» U.M t3>l< III TJ.c p!,'*:!*, M.it t-n 

-.wU jsssjssi'i :'.r afj'r r<nt JMl rj-itii in l!ia 

ir.f -t < l.c i;.uc «|» l!t<i .ntiMiij'I. J*‘Jt iihal imi.i liij 

-iliiii, <.u n-vliiii,; Auil-oysin, l;i*. n.T* wilh a 

ln.ivy ;ijv. a!s>l fan* tho .'•j.atis’h slyiii,' imi slicnaUi *>f iJi*} 
c.v'jJv'l Thin u.vi.T.ili’.ij Ji.vl t'riii ciTiXl'-l hy a nav.il ft.itj; fn.*!!! 
lilt* I’Jiilipj'iM ', nliirh, M3;i«;j i-f liin uh riiro, hr.tl 

{:» ll.c-.o inij'i i-iait*. ii!-i:!i!’, aH<), fuiliti;; iht :ii nlsiiojl ilc* 
i< !i'0< •■■•, f'.jiiph.U'Jy uilurx'l t!»t;;i. M3l<-!i< f i\.vi at tlr’-t n HtiUi 

; hut, l»y t!i<' vah.iir nf hi i it.i n, ho 

lainlul, ;ill;jch<4 th<3 fvfiJV.;*, ainl faiiivij it by nt.-irij), iij.ikliif,', ri 

nan toft a i!i3‘ :.fic * f ilu! urifKituifatt' /^.irri oti. 

Iiivj.iritul by tbi'i fUci r ••<>•, he I'HKccfiffl A.j.iiii'l ih'’- <*th' r Htlli;* 
ir-ciit'!, ill iui> n.i'atl;-* brt'nijhi .ill iT them sij.iisi uiiiler (ho 
4< ::ti})if>:i «.f lb*' l,*ni!f4 I*iifiis;c{n. 


'Iho Dutch Rfi'e i.")i r.ficraaif!* ii.Jue- 4 t«» {bnii n ottlcmt’iil 
it) the *,'f t’l’vb it ; uu «-x{«>.Ii{u>n v.u'i n-.iil thither i« DiM.i, 

Htalvr the o ttttH;it>‘l tif Dc Went, ^^h^) at (ir t uv*iur*vlily 
rtedvol. h‘iK''v»r, iv<'t ».aly v5<.hiU\l a ftkiun engage* 

silent ill the til'll inttai-cir, but .’ifst rMatvl^, nhcii li<; Mciil to court, 
c«r.ilucte4 iiiiii'.clf aitli the .’.tiiitrjr ■ahicli Ui’i ctiuiitryiiicu had 
null* f^tajeTally a:.‘iiir,n3, he ■a.i.'* eeiijcd, and itnicJ* dc.nl with ;i 
^cIlllilar. Hii brave cuiiii'anion-i, wlio altviiijitcd wstli Hiit«iual 
^ln■llyth to avtiij^c ht>i Iw wily rharid his f.itc. 'I'lio tnii^ical 
is.'Ue uf thi'i adventure, did nwl di.'-coura;^i5 Itorth tins jjovcnior. 
general, who iinpiitid the di-a-stcr uf Dc Wcerl Holidy to Ida ribli 
and culpable violence, from rending n frc.di anniiinunt under 
Marcellua Ito.chlsouvcur, an ofticcr of ilistiiiguiibeil talent and 
addivaa. Hu arrived at the critical mvinent when the rortugneae 
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on ?Bqj 9 |qisnos stncoaq Xoqj q^Sua^ xa gng '/jtqjBj, jnapnarl 
-apnj JO iBiidoa aqj ‘BJTjqqoa paqaaaa toao puB ‘Bjsaaj ojui uBid 
-SBQ oqj BSOJOB pa}BJ)auad sjuaSo Jiaq? jo |BJaAag *2aiqB)japan 
snonpjB siqi m ayudjajua puB |B)idBa qanoi qiba ui papuadxa 
ifaqx •saaiduia ubisjoj pnB uBjssnji aqj ssojob Bipuj qjiAi osanoa 
-ja)at OB °uiuado jo Bap; aqi paAiaauoa ‘sapn^pB; qSiq asoq; ni 
ja)B.u /q s]diuant! [njesaaansun jaq)0 [BjaAOs apBUi SutABq sjaan; 
-uaApB aqj^ 'odojnji njajsa^ m nAvonqnn jsoui[b uaqj ‘Bissnjj 
JO jjnoa aqj qjiAi uoijBatuniuaioa b panado aq ojaqAV ‘A\oasojq; 
0} papaaaojd puB ‘nag ojiqAl OR? paqanaj ‘siassaA aq? jo ano 
qjiAV ‘joAaAvoq ‘jojaauBqg pjBqaijj *anitnBj puB pjoa iCq paqsuad 
A\aja siq pus aq ‘jojuiav Sninsaa oq) jo asanoa aqj ni ‘ajaqAi. 
‘puBjdBfj JO jsBoa aqj uodn noAup sbav ajj *onssi BnojjsBsip jsoni 
V ptjq ‘B[asBaA painjoddB-ji3A\ aajqj qjm ‘^qq3noi[ij^ ’l3nj.j aig 
jubijbS aqj ^q papuBuiuoa puB ‘BJaanjuaApB-jnBqaAaui jo XuBduioa 
B Aq jno pany ‘uoijipadxa fiiqj^ ‘BOUBpnnoq nazoaj puB XiBaap 
sit JO pun juaniiuoa intp jo jnaixa jBaiS aqi jo qioq aSpa[Avou>[ 
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rious remoteness of the regions tliat were to be the theatre of this 
intercourse, — the train of adventure and uncertainty through 
which they were to be reached, — ^heightened their attraction, and 
were altogether congenial to the spirit of that bold and enter- 
prising age. 

It may be proper here to observe, that some record exists of a 
voyage from England to India at a much earlier period. Hakluyt 
has quoted two passages from different chronicles by 'William of 
Malmesbury, in which it is asserted that King Alfred, in the 
year SS3, sent Sighelmus, bishop of Sherburn, into the East, that 
ho might present gifts at the shrine of St. Thomas. He is said 
to have happily performed this great undertaking, and to have 
retm-ned laden with gems and rich spices, the produce of that 
celebrated region. It is added that, at the time the chronicle 
was written, some of these commodities were still preserved in the 
church of Sherburn. Such a mission, was worthy of that great 
monarch, whose views, far in advance of his age, were doubtless 
more enlightened than those which the annalist here ascribes to 
him. Sut it must be veiy difficult, &om such meagre notices, to 
determine whether so very distant a pilgrimage could at that 
period have been really performed. Without pronouncing it 
absolutely impossible, we may bo allowed to suspect that he 
merely reached those eastern shores of the Mediterranean, to 
which Indian commodities h.ave always, by some channel or other, 
been conveyed in large quantities. 

The reign of Edward VI., and more especially that of Eliza- 
beth, formed the era at which industry and naval enterprise 
received that impulse which has since carried them to so unpre- 
cedented a magnitude. Prior to this period Britain was sm*- 
passed in manufactures by the Flemings, in navigation by the 
Italians, and still more by the Spaniards and Portuguese. These 
last, then her bitterest enemies, she had seen, with grief and 
humiliation, gain unrivalled gloiy by discovering a new passage 
to the East, and a new world in the West. They had thus 
almost completely preoccupied the ground of discovery and settle- 
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commodities could pay the cost of such an immense eircuit, both 
by land and sea, besides the hazards attendant on the conveyance 
through the territory of so many barbarous nations. Even when 
this journey should prove the most prosperous, the goods could 
not ho so cheaply carried as by the direct route across Persia and 
Syria to Aleppo. 

The next attempt was made by the north-west passage, round 
the Arctic shores of America. This continent was, at that early 
era, imagined to terminate, at a liigh latitude, in a point or cape, 
the passing of which would enable the mariner to enter the South 
Sea, and reach by a direct course the wealthy shores of India 
and Eastern Asia. Most intrepid, enei'gctic, and persevering 
etVorts to effect this object were made by a succession of illus- 
trious navigators, — Cabot, Frobisher, Davis, Hudson, — and the 
pursuit has been continued do^vn to the present time. But though 
brilliant displays have been exhibited of courage and heroism, 
and striking views obtained of the shores and their rude inha- 
bitants, every attempt to find a practicable passage to India by 
this route has ended in disappointment. 

The abortive and even calamitous result of successive efforts to 
penetrate by the northern extremity of the great continents, or by 
journeys overland, at length turned the attention of the English 
nation to the passage by the Cape of Good Hope, as that from 
which alone any positive benefit could be derived. The exclusive 
right, however, to this line of navigation was claimed by Philip 
II., who had now succeeded as King of Portugal; and the claim 
was somewhat in unison with the laws generally admitted in that 
age respecting distant discovery. The government was afi'aid of 
bringing itself into premature collision with the greatest monarch 
of the time; while private and unarmed vessels, obliged to pass 
near the coasts of Portugal as well as of her numerous settlements 
in Africa and India, and exposed to meet her ships continually 
passing and repassing, could scarcely hope to escape her hostile 
attacks. 

But as the views of British navigators expanded, and Hi ■ 
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pitch tho naval glory of the realm. Tho queen, after some cautious 
delays, visited him on board his vessel, and conferred on him the 
honour of knighthood. 

This bi'illiant career of Drake encouraged other commanders to 
tread in his footsteps. Thomas Cavendish, a gentleman of ex- 
tensive property in Suffolk, after having served bis naval appren- 
ticeship under Sir Diehard Grenville, determined to sell bis estate, 
and embark the produce in a voyage to tho South Sen, and I'ound 
tho world. Having left plymouth on the 21st July 1586, he 
reached, early next year, the western coast of South America, and 
being restrained by no vei'y nice scruples, made a number of 
valuable prizes. Stretching thence across the Pacific he touched 
at Guahan, one of the group to which the Spaniards give the 
appellation of Ladrones. He passed afterwards through the 
Philippines, observing with surprise their extent and fertility, and 
holding communication with the natives, who expressed a decided 
preference of the English to the Spaniards, by whom these islands 
bad been occupied. Sailing next through the Moluccas, and 
along the coasts of FlOris and Sumbawa, be opened a friendly 
correspondence with some of the princes of Java; and, following 
the course of Drake, reached England in September 1588, by the 
Cape of Good Hope. 

HotAvithstanding the admiration excited by so many successful 
voyages, they were on too large a scale to be considered as models 
for commercial enterpi'ise. Yet, invention being now employed 
to discover some more suitable channel of intercourse, a body of 
.adventurers resolved upon attempting one hitherto untried by 
Britons. They proposed to proceed up the Mediterranean, — land 
on the coast of Syria, — travel by way of Aleppo and Bagdad to 
the Persian Gulf, and to sail thence by Ormuz, in order to reach 
the shores of Malabar. Mr. Stevens, who bad made a voyage in 
a Portuguese vessel to Goa, sent borne a most favourable report 
of the fertili^ of the region in which that city is placed, the 
opportunities it afforded for trade, and the liberality with which 
the port was opened to vessels of every nation. John Newbery 
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pcrnu^'ion. At t!iu time of writing be h:id no iiicliiiaiioii to leave 
it, having taken ahon^c in oneot the princii)al street.', and findiug 
bis inoroantile tran?aciioiH very advautageou.'. lie met with 
inneb frio!id‘'liip nvni ■'stevens, who had formerly been a .itudent 
at ^<cw College, Oxfonl, and had cntercil the service of the Arch- 
bisliopefCioa; also from John Linscol or I.iuschotcn, an intelligent 
nmch navigator. 

Aceonling to the .".cconiU» given afienv.ards by Fitcb, thcHO 
favourable apjtearanccs proved debv'ive. They had many of their 
article purloined, were obliged to give large pre'CnLs, atid to 
spiMid much money in procuring sureties. Having, .after a re.-'idenco 
of five tnonihs, made an appeal to the governor, they received a 
Very sharp answer; being told tlul they would be belter sifted 
ere long, and that tbcA; was further matter again.^t them. This 
reply gave occu-ion to a very seriotis alarm lest they should bo 
made slaves, or, according to some hint-s that were droppetl, be 
expoied to the ftrapado. They determined, while they yet 
enjoyed any mca’surc of lil>crty, to effect their c.scapc, ami on the 
oth .\pril lot}*'! iled out of the town. Proceeding into the interior 
of India they p.assed through IJcIganm, where there ivas a great 
market for diamonds and other precious stones; and afterwanis 
they arrived at the royal city of llejaiMjre. Hero they saw .all 
the j>omp of Hindoo idolatry, the neighbouring w(»ods being filled 
with numherlesj temples and idols. “ Some be like a cow, some 
like a monkey, .«<ime like peacocks, and some like the devil." 
Fitch, who is now the narrator, was struck with the majesty of 
the war-elcphanl.s, and the .abundance of gold and ailver. He 
proceeded to Holconda, which he describes as a fair and ple.'Uiaht 
city, the houses well built of brick and timber, in a country 
abounding with delicious fruits, and h.aving in its vicinity rich 
diamond mines. He heard of MasnlipaUmi as a grc.at port enjoy- 
ing a very c.\tcnsivc trafiic. From Golconda ho struck northward 
through the Deccan till he rc.achcd Burhainpoor, the capital of 
Candcisli. He represents the country ns surprisingly fertile and 
populous, though the houses were built only of earth and thatch; 
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more than half down his body, his nails two inches long; “he 
would cut nothing from him, neither would he speak; he would 
not speak to the king." The Bramins are represented by Fitch, 
as also indeed by modem writers, to he “ a crafty people, worse 
than the Jews." 

On the departure of the fugitives from Agra, William Leader, 
the jeweller of the party, remained in the service of Akhar, who 
allowed him a house, a horse, five slaves, and a regular pension. 
There must, therefore, have been some communication held with 
that great monarch, of which it is to be regretted the narrator has 
omitted all the particulars. 

From Agra the traveller went to Allahabad, which he calls 
Prage, a corruption of the name Prayaga, signifying the junction 
of rivers, and therefore specially applied to the union of the 
Ganges and Jumna. He descended the former of these sti'eams 
to Benares, and viewed with wonder that grand seat of Hindoo 
commerce and superstition, and the numerous and splendid tem- 
ples with which it was filled. He beheld the idolatries of this 
country on a still greater scale than before ; almost every place 
was filled with idols of various shapes and sizes, hut none worthy 
of admiration. “ Many of them are black and have claws of brass 
with long nails, and some ride upon peacocks and other fowls 
which be evil favoured, with long hawk's bills, some with one 
thing and some with another, but none with a good face. They 
bo black and evil favoured, their mouths monstrous, their ears 
gilded and full of jewels ; their teeth and eyes of gold, silver, and 
glass." The observances in honour of these uncouth deities were 
also very various and fantastic, — particularly the modes of ablu- 
tion in the Ganges. “ They never pray but in the water, and 
they wash themselves over-head, and lave up water with both their 
hands. Some of them will make their ceremonies with fifteen or 
sixteen pots, little and great, and ring a little hell when they 
make their mixtures ; and they say divers things over their pots 
many times, and when they have done they go to their gods, and 
strowe their sacrifices, which they think are very holy." He 
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'Eoodh, stowed the usual fantastic reverence for animal life,' keep- 
ing hospitals for lame or aged creatures, and giving food to, ants. 
Four days? journey heyond was the country now called Bootan, 
said to be of great extent, and filled with mountains so. lofty that 
they could be seen at the distance of six days’ travel, — a report 
which was so far correct; but imagination only could have in- 
duced the inhabitants to assert that from the; top of those. emi- 
nences the sea could he descried. It was frequented by merchants 
from cold regions in the north, dressed in woollen cloths, hats, 
white hose, and hoots (the Tartars) ; and by others without beards 
from a warn land in the east (Chinese). The former reported that 
their country contains a numerous breed of small but active horses, 
whose long tails, covered with a luxuriant growth of hair, formed 
an article of import into India, where they were greatly valued. 

Fitch now went southward to Hoogley, “ the chief keep of the 
Portuguese,” and then undertook a journey through Orissa, the 
borders of which he found almost a wilderness, with few villages; 

grass longer than a man, and very many tygerS.” The haven 
of Angeli, which we know not how to identify, was found the seat 
of a very great trade, frequented by vessels from Sumatra, 
Malacca, and various quarters of India. Returning to the 
Ganges, he made an excurrion also into the eastern district, of 
Tippara, whose inhabitants were engaged in almost continual 
warfare with the Mogen (Mugs), occupying the kingdom of 
Arracan. Again reaching the banks of the river,, he notices 
Serampore, and several other towns situated on its lower branches; 
The people of this part of India, he observes, were in a state of 
regular rebellion against the Emperor Akbar, being favoured by 
the numerous islands and river-channels, and especially by the 
facility of retreat from one to another'. He justly characterizes 
the cotton fabrics in this district as of superior quality to those 
made in any otlier part of the empire. 

From Serampore our traveller obtained a passage in a vessel 
to Negrais in the kingdom of Pegu, and had an opportunity of 
visiting that capital as well as Malacca, then a great Portuguese 
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last>mcutioucd route, as alouo aftording the prospect of a secure 
aud advantageous iutcrcoursc. It was guarded, however, witU 
the most jealous care by the Spaniards and Portuguese ; and the 
government of Elizabeth, though then at W'ar with these nations, 
hesitated to sanction arraugements which would shut the door 
against accommodation. Mr. Bruce found in the State-paper 
office a petition, presented in 1589 from sundry merchants, 
requesting to be allowed to send to India three ships and three 
pinnaces. The answer does not appear; but in 1591 three ships 
were actually sent out under Captains Kaymond, Kendal, and 
Lancaster, who sailed from Plymouth on tho 10th April. In 
August, when they reached the Cape, tho crews had already suf- 
fered so much from sickness that it was found necessary to send 
Captain Kendal home with tho invalids. The two others pro- 
ceeded on their voyage; hut near Capo Corrientes they were 
overtaken hy a most tremendous tempest, in which the Hayraond, 
the admiral's ship, was separated from its companion, and appears 
to have perished. Lancaster’s vessel alone remained; hut a few 
days after thei'e occurred such a dreadful thunder-storm, that four 
men were killed on the spot, and all the others either struck 
'blind, severely bruised, or stretched out ns on the rack. Having 
in some degree recovered, they sailed onwards, and reached tho 
island of Comoro, where they took in a supply of water. The 
natives at first gave them no annoyance; but, after confidence 
had been fully established, two parties of sixteen each, when 
busily employed on shore, were suddenly surrounded by a vast 
troop of these treacherous people ; and Lancaster had the distress 
of seeing his men almost entirely cut in pieces, without the possi- 
bility of afibrding them any aid. Sailing thence with a heavy 
heart, he touched at Zanzibar, where he found good anchorage, 
and put his vessel into tolerable repair; but though not openly 
opposed by the Portuguese, he learned that they had formed a 
scheme to attack his boat. Adverse gales now carried him ont 
of his course, till he approached the island of Socotora, when tho 
wind becoming favourable he stood directly for Cape Comorin. 
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French vessels, which took them up and conveyed them to 
Dieppe. They arrived there on the 19th May 1594, after a 
voyage of three years and two months, being .double the time 
usually spent by the Portuguese in this navigation. 

The ardour of the English seems to have been for some time 
chilled by the unfortunate issue of this expedition. On learning, 
however, that the Dutch, in 1595, had sent out four vessels, they 
were inspired with a sentiment of emulation ; and an association, 
formed in 1599, subscribed £30,000, to be employed in fitting 
out three ships for the Indian trade. The queen not only gave 
Ml sanction to the undertaking, but even sent out John Milden- 
hall as ambassador to the Great Mogul, to solicit the necessary 
privileges. Of this mission some account will be given in treat- 
ing of the reign of the celebrated Akbar, who at that time occu- 
pied the throne of Hindostan; but the envoy having died in 
Persia on his way home, his journey led to no practical result.- 
Before, however, he could have returned, the adventui-ers had 
entered on their project. The first association merged, in 1600, 
into one on a greater scale, having at its head George, Earl of 
Cumberland, with 215 knights, aldei'men, and merchants, who 
•were constituted the “ Governor and Company of Merchants 
trading to the East Indies.” They were invested with the too 
ample privileges which it was then customary to bestow on 
mercantile corporations, being not only allowed to export bullion, 
to the amount of £30,000, and English goods for the four first 
voyages without duty, but obtaining the right of exclusive trade 
in all the countries beyond the Cape. The charter was granted 
for fifteen years, but liable to be annulled at any time on two 
years’ notice. . They began on the footing of a joint-stock com- 
pany; though, as the subscribers were slow in paying up their 
shares, a certain number of the more zealous took the concern 
altogether into their own hands, supplying the funds on condition 
of reaping the profits. They expended £75,373, of which 
£39,771 was invested in shipping, £28,742 in bullion, and 
£6860 in goods. It was the wish of the court that Sir Edward 
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•i.’jaoid HI uiiq ,iiaq o; itiaq; paaisap .f[iooo naq; !.s;Boaq; aiaq; 
Ijc ;ri.a puc diqs oq; oqc; o; paqsi.u oq ‘paijdaa ‘;osuo snoianj siq; 
g'niqcuj joj iio-caa eiq pajpc Sniaq puc Jnoqc; sc.ii aDpcaj aiaqj^ 
^caa;.aa o; ;=.aj oq; pa|j.adiiio,a pan ‘;jcd c pajijq sc oag c qans 
ujai|; coin pauodo oq iji; ‘A*q ;c e;iibjicf£C oq; ;daq aq ‘iiauicas 
A.aj V puc *aa;ua'Ijc3 ‘ujc.iiF;coq Fiq i};i.iv ‘oaaq.ii ‘pjoq oq; o;tn Sui 
>dca( /q.ijno p.'>dcofoatiaoqiaqojj^' puc ‘panpi 
'[at>a.i oq; jo sn.nasiiioq; EFOsEod 0; ;duia;;c a;caad£ap isoui v 
opcui puc OjCij AjuappiiF uaq; *.(;ijcipao 3 piaacddc puc Aso;anoa >Cq 
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end, with the Red Di’agon and thx-ee other ships, and an invested 
capital of £60,450. After a favourable. voyage, haying stopped 
nowhere but at Saldanha, near the Cape, he arrived in the end of 
December in the road of Bantam. -Here the vessels separated; two 
remaining to take in a cargo of pepper, one going to Banda, while, 
Middleton himself proceeded to the Moluccas. He found these 
islands the seat of a most furious war, which the Dutch, in con- 
jimction with the King of Ternate, were waging against the Por- 
tuguese and the King of Tidore. The former nation, from whom 
the English commander considered himself entitled to expect a 
friendly reception, afforded subject, on the contrary, for his most 
bitter complaints. They represented our countrymen as a band 
of mere pirates, and boasted that the King of Holland was more 
powerful at sea than all Europe besides. Thus, partly by fear, 
partly by persuasion, they dissuaded his majesty of Ternate from 
allowing any commercial intercourse ; and the Portuguese being 
masters at Tidore, Middleton does not appear to have attempted 
any trade there, though he received a letter from the king im- 
ploring his aid and that of the English monarch against the 
Dutch. Captain Colthurst, who commanded the other sh^, reached 
Banda, where he spent twenty-two weeks, without suffering any 
inconvenience except from the difEcult navigatica of those seas. 

The Company were now threatened with a rcruffdable rivalry. 
Sir Edward Michelbome, whom they had i^ected as the com- 
mander of their first expedition, obtained a IxKuce from govern- 
ment to undertake a voyage to various parts of the East, He 
carried with him only a ship and a pinaare, called the Tiger aai 
the Tiger’s TThelp. This navigator, however, did not conferary 
distinction upon his voyage, either Lydl-covety or comrasrsff 
transactions of the slightest imporrauce. He did not even. 
the Moluccas; but while in the Tr-^TfiTr Seas eraployetl 
chiefly in piratical practices, rcc again-si the Portugnesi 
the hostfli^ between the two zauem might have a 2 Er.-''=- 
prerexi, hut agaiust all raffve vessel.*. He capters'i - 
juuhr the crew cf whmh ffms Jailed the sospicioms “* 



•panrejmtjni Xipij oq inosojd oq? m qoiqAV ‘osuita^ua pun oSnanoo 
joj MpuJBip u pauirqqo pnq ‘oSuioA jauuoj u ui ‘oqAv. ‘uop^ppij^ 
/jtiajq; .iig euav japuntnuioa oqj^ 'saoSAua pun Suiddiqs oqj 
ui po}SO.vui SBAv 000 * 583 ? Jo ® Jsao? punsnoqj u jo 

‘asnojQuj epputj^ oqj paqca ouo ‘siossaA eajq; jo Supeisnoa ‘.ibab 
unqi uoiqpadxa AaSju[ « !}no tjuas XundoioQ aqj ‘ 0 X~G 09 I ®I 

'jaisnsip snouas Xun Sai.ia; 
-unoaiia inoqqAV nrejung; qatiai o) qSnoua a]i>un)J 0 j bbav aq ‘aaAa 
>A\ojj 'odcasa siq joj aaiiuqa oj paiqapui aanRuaui ^bdjS u ut s«av 
oil puK ‘[OSBOA siq pun unq SapCoaisap joj sun[d paaAas pauiaoj 
»^oqi inqi ‘qans sbav uoipuidipui Jtaqi uodnaaajx quaunsoAui poo3 
u ntniqo o] paAiajnoa oq ‘^jiAijon pun SBaappu niq jCq ‘pj£ f jC?u3toi 
-OAOs aji)ua oqi 3uiunnp pun ‘odjoj )naj3 ui ‘ojojoq sn ‘qopQ oqj 
punoj pun ‘ppunfsi aatdg oqi .loj .Cpaojip papaaaoad ojj ‘ 002 . *81? 
;n panpjA bbav ‘Sujpni sq ijjiaa ‘qaiqAV 'uoiqpadxg oq? ‘dtqs o[3uis 
« Xpio qiiAV painjB u!k3u no?aippiiq PJAuq; uinidcQ ‘6091 
’pBAiAJns oiiiu .Ciuo 'puiqSu^ luojj ?no ?uaAA oqAV 'uauinas OAq 
'.CinOAOB jQ 'BjuamdinLa .laipo pun 'aaunupao ‘sjoipitu oq? ipiAV 
‘jnddod JO etio? paapunq oai? poAUs ?nq 'aiqnaaiAAOsun iCpoqAV oq o? 
psFOA oq? paiaodo.1 otpu ‘suosaod Joq?o q?;Av ‘?q3iaAvdiqs injiiqs n 
?uas ‘uopunijs aaq jo pazuddn 3ujoq uo ‘.Cundmog oqj, •B?HB?Tq 
-nqui oq? .fq pa?iiunuoD bcav uopupoadop ?naj3 o.iaqAA ‘xtuiaojg; 
jnou ‘*{Hr??TJji JO ?si:oa oq? uo ojoipn una buav jasRaA oq? ‘ngx 
Xantuqojj ui 'pun ioSniunp -omos pun s.Ciqap ^unui q?iAv paiund 
-uioaan bimi ?j ?nq? anap si ?i ?iiq !pa?niaj .C??aiii?Bipiii X.iOA Bi pauAV 
-oiiioq oSti/oA oqj^ ‘joddad jo o3aco ?uiipunqn un ‘ruuo? 6noa3n? 
-uiJApn no ‘paiiiiqqo .Coq? ‘itniimuj pun iioaqoy paqoBoa 3iiiAnq 
pun !nj?numg joj ?aojtp joa?s o? pniiiiiua?ap ‘?buoo iinipuj oq? o? 
Xv.\\ Jtaq? pitij o? Aioq bboj n ?n Suiaq ?nq ‘iiiqujy o? Bp.iuAvq?Jou 
popaoaojd itaq? .foqx ‘oidood oq? jo X?iii?Boq Biiojoqonoj? oq? pun 
o?niitip oq? niojj q?oq ‘paiiiu?pns ojoav B.ia?Bnstp qBOJj ‘oo? *ojoq? 
?iiq piinjPT ?nq? o? tuipaa o? poSjl*!® ‘aoqiiinu atoq? 

JO injOAOS ?POj 'pOAt?nu oq? i[?tAV jojaniiT) n ni poAiOAitt 3nioq '?nq 
fanqr/tinj{ .loj pn[ins /oq? ooiioqj, •jnagnSnpnj^ ui iii?Bn3iiy 
•?g JO ?BUoo oq? qono.1 o? pun ‘?i joaoooj o? x)Oaij?iioo uoui oq? ?nq 


B30VAOA lisnosu A’JHVa 


OX'T 



AND SKTI LKMENTS. 


lay 


andcr Sharpcy. His object appeura to have been to reach tho 
coast of Cambay, ami particularly Surat, understood at that timo 
to bo tbo most extensivo emporium of 'Wcstcru India, llo sailed 
in ^larcb, but experienced throughout a series of misfortunes. 
The two vessels were separated in doubling tho Capo of Good 
Hope, and never met again. The Ascension proceeded along tho 
eastern coast of Africa to Pemba, but was twice attacked liy tho 
treacherous floors, and several of the crow cut off. In tho pro- 
secution of their voyage tho English, when greatly exhausted, 
fortunately lighted on a cluster of uninhabited islands, which 
apparently were the Scchcllcs, where they obtained uii abundant 
supply of turtles and coco.'i-nuts. Proceeding to tho Ited Sea 
they touched .at Aden and Mocha, where they met with a favour- 
able reception. They descended that inlet, and having touched 
at Socotra and obtained somo supplies, steered for India. Tliey 
reached Diu, .and prepared to cross the Gulf of Cambay for Surat, 
but were warned that a pilot, who could bo procured on easy 
terms, was necessary’ to conduct the vessel in this dangeroirs 
passage. The master, however, full of obstinacy and self-conceit, 
judged himself, without any such aid, fjuilc competent to guide 
her course. She was soon entangled in the shoals that abound in 
that sea, and struck repeatedly with such violence that she 
became a total wreck. ** Thus," says the narrator, *• was this 


tall ship lost, to the grer.*. injury of the worshipfal Co;fipajjy and 
the utter undoing ci all us the px>or mariners. ’ Tfcev httoojc 
themselves to their boats, and aiiempted to reach ana lisTer turar, 
hut were compelled ’.a enter that cf Gendeve^ u o: 

direction which proved to hs almost pravtlcnmai, ter t-e Prrru- 
guese had a fores prepared a: the former place to interurp^nti 
capture them. Some cf the crew went up to Agrs- w_; _mtr- 
kins then resided as amhassndor to the Great Jacgul. ^ -.m- 
trived to their way home overland thr..-gh Psi— ■ vumr 

several obtained a passage no Europe from G«..a. ^ ^ ^ 

The Enion. msantims, hod net, as wos euppcii-oa .wu . . — 
the Ascension, sunered sUpwreck. Her m-ommasr 1— - :;m 


•esoj }vajS qjiAi, ps^esjap sbav ‘Sajpaei Jiaq? qnsAaad jo ‘oioqj XonuB 
0} aponi agan°n:)joj gq:) qaiqji ^dma^iiT; !(nanl)asqns XiaAg puB 
f jaATJ gqj jo qjnoui gqj ‘ja^BAL snioq?Bj uaAas ut pajoqauB naqj 
gjaAi namjnBqajain o.uf gqj^ *ajpaj o; oiaq^ paanpni 

SB ^nanraiB^jg^na qans paAiaaaj :)nq ‘sapBjoioa passajiisip Jiaq; 
JO pro ni juamaAoni b gpBoi ?aap aq? jo ?saj aqj; ’spooS uBipuj 
JO !)nain)JossB a[qBja[o; b paaiBjuoa 71 bb ‘ohiba ainos jo paAOjd 
qaiqAi. ‘qsqSaQ[ aqj 0; azLid B aroBaaq ^assaA aqj^ 'ajoqs aqj oj 
pmu daap aqj qSnojqj pa[ 3 °nj^s pnB ‘pjBoqjaAO padBaj Aigja aqj 
)Bq!} ‘pansjnd iC[}oq os sbai ano paB !!)Baj!)aj Jiaqj Sniauauiuioa ni 
amp on )SOj ^aq) ‘maqj fsnroSB papaj^ iSniaq ‘jBAaAvoq ‘ajq qspiq 
Y pi ajnjdsa 07 pa^dmaps iC^nado puB ‘^no psAioj sqjBq s^iCmaaa 
aqj JO O.UJ ‘sSaipnnos aqs) oj pjBAiJOj fuas naaq JSaiABq spoq 
s,nop{ppii^ JO auo ‘qjSna^ ijy pnamaSsSua pnpB hb o^ nopisod 
-sip vCbb SutAioqs poq^Ai pX ‘spoqs pnof Snisnu pnB 
f 8Jao[oa qijAV ‘appq jo japjo ni ‘pnBi aqj puB aup Jiaqj uaaAijaq 
‘maqj jo isaajqB ?daq BpBouB asatiSni.ioj aqj ‘esajSojd Jiaqj 
Snuri(j ’jtioqiBq aqi spiBAioj 8Aom iroSaq ‘epesaA aaipma o/a^ 
q)i.vL ‘ujoaiadda j aqj pq faaoqs aqj qaBOjdda o) aSjB][ oo) bbm. 
asBaJOUj s.spBJj;, aqj, •eja^o^draa siq jo SAiaiA aq^ ip^tij o? SupuBAA 
aq ppioqs pad siq no Sniqpn pip paApsaj aq 'mn{ qqAi apBjj oj 
SnipiAi ;fjaA aq ppiOAV ^aqj ‘asanSnpoj aq? jo jnaj jtaq? joj ?on ?i 
ajdAV ‘?Bq? aaiiBjnBSB nn ^(jia aq? ni Bapuoq?nB aaqSiq aq? jo amos 
raojj paniB?qo SniABq ?nq 5 ?bboo aq? jo uoisiAip aaq?ouB no 8nn?joj 
siq Xi? o? pasupB sbav pnn ‘pasnnd Avon no?gippp/\[ 'aB.inoaja?ni 
piagauaq jo ajnaas inn Sniqsi[qB?Ba jo adoq on jo op?p aq ppoa 
ajaq? ?Bq? 'miq ?suibSb paniqmoa Xpsop os ajaAi B?nBqajaiu aApnn 
puB asanSn?JOj aq? opqAi 'saananpni g?isoddo Xq paXBAis XpsBa 
pnB oiqoq os ajOAi sja^iu iropinx aq? ?Bq? pajBaddn ?i qaiqAV Xq 
‘ajoqBfj?B qo?i^ mojj puB ‘{nSojqaq? jo ?jnoo aq? ?b pps ‘sniqAiBg 
mojj snopBoiunramoa paAiaaaj pnq ag; pBjng ?b Avon sbav 
' paqijasap Xpnajp januBoi aq? ui ^assaA siq Sniso^ ja??B ‘XadjBqg 
?Bq? paAiaaaj ajaAv s?nnoaaB *amp amns aq? ?y ppj XpjaAas 
aq 0 ? nnSaq XAjnas jo 6mo?duiXs 'nas ?B..Sno][ os naaq SniABq 
niojj *moqAv SnomB ‘qsqSng; aq? 0 ? •uoi?BAud snoijas ?soui b 
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The Bed Sea and Surat, in preference to the Spice Islands, 
hitherto the favourite object, were the points of his destination. 
Having edcctcd his passage round the Cape, he proceeded direct to 
the Arabian Gulf and the port of Mocha, where he at first flattered 
himself with having obtained a most cordial reception: but being 
inveigled on shore by the treacherous and bigoted Turks, ho was 
seized, treated with the utmost indignity, and carried a prisoner to 
Sana, the cnpit.al of Yemen. He contrived, how'uvcr, to obtain his 
liberation, and afterwards to avenge severely this ungenerous usage. 

' IMiddlcton now descended the Bed Sea, whence he sailed directly 
to Surat, with the view of opening a mercantile iutcrcoui'so with 
that great emporium of India. He arrived on the coast of Cambay 
in October IGll, though he had considerable difficulty in finding 
the river on which the city is built. He at length procured a 
pilot; but soon thereafter learned that bis entrance, as well as his 
scheme of commercial transactions, would be opposed by a still 
more serious obstacle. A Portuguese squadron, represented by 
some accounts as amounting to twenty armed vessels, had stationed 
itself at the mouth of the river, for the express purpose of pre> 
venting the entrance of ships belonging to any other European 
state. The commander, Don Francisco do Soto Mayor, sent a 
messenger to state that, if the English brought a letter from the 
King of Spain or the viceroy, authorizing them to trade in those 
p.arts, they might depend on every attention; otherwise, his 
instructions were to interdict the port to the people of all countries 
except his own. Sir Henry very promptly replied, that he had 
no letter either from king or viceroy; that he came with creden- 
tials and rich presents from his own sovereign, to open a traffic 
with the Great Mogul, who was under no vassalage to the Portu- 
guese, but whose territory was free to all nations; that he wished 
no harm to Don Francisco or his countrymen, though he con- 
sidered himself to have quite as good a title as they had to the 
commercial advantages of Cambay. The other, however, deter- 
mined to refuse the slightest concession, immediately began to 
intercept the supply of provisions from the town — causing thereby 



no s?uoni3iH3s qaitiQ JO inapmid *3^ioiB.ta^ ‘mmavcij 
‘[BAUW jjaq? aa^jB ^Tsp aqj^ ‘aSBiuBApB amos q^jAv 0 ]DpBai o? padoq 
/aqj aaaqAv ‘^Baiinj oj papaaaoad ^aqi 'ajaqi Suiddo^s ^tioqii^ 
•HiBjBdBSoii 01 isBoa aqi Sooib wax /Caqi aaaaq.u ‘uopCoQ ui aipf) 
op luioj oqi paiqnop £\a£ jo pna oqi ib puu ‘^rennof ui paijxjd 
-op ^aqx ’aoiaBj sb taiq painBduioaaB ‘uBraqoinQ; ts ‘siaoi j[ puB 
ilSBoa lapuBTOoaog oqi uo apuii b uado oi .inoABapaa oi ‘uoddtjj 
niBidBQ aapnn ‘aqo^Q aqj ino iitas XnadutoQ aqi ‘n9t 

•BABf lit paip puB ‘ssauiii luapiA 

B qiiA\ pazios BBAV aq inq JAVoqoj oi jjasuiiq Saipuoiat ‘uaoa 
-aadda^]; oqi ni ouioq uoibavoq iiiaa aq aiadaa aapati sbai. q oiiqM 
’oSoiuBp aiqBjapisuoa panraisns puB ‘qoo.i b uodn qonais asBaaonj 
o3oXoa aqi jo esanoa oqi ui inq iuiBiuBg; .iqj UBaaQ 
HBtpui aqi csoaaB papas ixau oji ‘aiqBuoiun. aaqiBi luaas laqi 
spunoaS no Baqjisnf aq qatqAi asanoa b — ‘paiBiaip J^asuiiq aq qaiqAV 
JO Buopipnoa aqi ‘epooS jo aSotiqaxa bb oi oaaSB oi aaq paSi^qo 
puB *13111 aq psEOA oviipuj Xaa.vo paddois aaAoaaom ojj ‘oaaqi 
paaajjns Xiaanuoj pBq aq sSuoaAV eqi aoj iiotiBsuadinoa aaqiaaj 
Bqaoj^ JO saoBiiia aqi nioaj paiaoixo puB 'Bog pag oqi oi pauani 
-aa ajx qaatuaSuvaaB snoaSsiuBApB on iiiaoj p\noa aq iBqi os 
*saanfiB3iu sjq pa pianaaiunoa Xpaaaas aoiuaAoS oqi laqi papadsns 
JO pimoj noos inq 'panioapai jCpiavnq XaoA isaq ib sbav oq oaaqAV 
‘jnqrQ in paqanoi pun ‘isbod oqi Suop ppBS oq inang luoa^ 

’uani^aiiinoa siq jo noiidaaaa oaninj aqi oi sb pad 
-Eoad aiqnanoABj on pun 'oSana ^aoiaBjsiiBsnn Xjoa v qiiav oaiiaa oi 
paSqqo 6bai Xaiiajj; atg ‘lou ao os oaoAs ij joqiaqAV ‘inq fsiinsap 
pan osanSniaOfP aqi jo sanSuini oqi oi paindtut sbaa Suipaaa 
-oad ojqiqidsoqiu fiijjj ’Biqop aiaqi Suiiaajpa hoao ao ^aopBj b 
SuiqpijqBisa inoqiui 'iBang oioaj qacdop tpiAVipaoj isnm /oqi inqi 
‘oiaqi 01 HAioiiq opoui spaBAvaaijB noos sbav ijaiqAv uoiiniosaa oqi ©i 
‘aaaSap ]jEt«e on ui ‘pamquiuoo /^qBqoad it ipafqo oiBipamaii 
aiaqi ‘poapiit ‘pouiBS iisjiSug; oqi dap siqi 'inosuoa oi 
paanpui isiq p sbav aq ‘saarj XaAV Xubm ipiAV ‘qoupw oi -[Bsodoad b 
•— •aacjd Kiq SuiXiddns Xq aonaoAoS oqi OAOqoa oi lUBqaaam oqi oi 
noAiS SBAV ‘jOAOAioq ‘noiido oqj 'spooS wjpnj oqi jo XaoAqop 
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The authorities of Surat, on seeing such determined resolution 
displayed by the English, no longer hesitated to enter into treaty 
with them. iMocrib Khan, the governor, with sixteen leading 
mercantile characters, spent a night on board, accepting with 
readiness tiie viands and delicacies presented to them, as well as 
various little ornamental articles tvhich they were allowed to select 
as presents. At last the strangers landed, and the p.'irtics began 
to negotiate about the exchange of their respective commodities. 
Khojah Nassau and the other merchants produced an ample 
assortment of calicoes; but Downtou complains that they both 
bought and sold at rates most unsatlsflictory, expecting very 
exorbitant profits, not less than fifty per cent, on merchandise 
purchased at their own doors, while for the goods which had been 
brought from a great distance, they would scarcely allow enough 
to pay the freight. 'We cannot, however, forbear talcing some 
exceptions to the mode in which our countrymen, acQording to 
their own report, conducted their transactions. The native 
merchauts vary reasonably wished to select commodities suited 
to their trade, aud for which they could find a demand; but the 
English, having burdened themselves with other articles, parti- 
cularly a large stock of lead, which proved exceedingly unsaleable 
in this market, insisted on forcing these upon the reluctant pur- 
chasers. At length the Indians, seeing they could do no better, 
agreed to take the lead along with the other goods; but, after 
these had been landed. Sir Henry learned that Khojah Nassan 
was expressing the utmost dbcontent at the assortment thus 
obtruded on him, raving like a roadman, and even countermanding 
the waggons which were to c.arry away the obnoxious article. It 
was added that, according to the custom of the country, any 
bargain could bo annulled, on notice to that effect being given 
Avithin twenty-four hours. To avert this peril, Middleton had 
recourse to a step, the expediency of which appears exceedingly 
questionable. The governor aud several other official persons 
happening to be on board his vessel, he placed them under arrest, 
to be liberated only when the transactions should be closed by the 



JO jpsoj oqj ‘saoi!|^aJx3 juas avou ■paij ^uadmoQ oqj, 

•STV0iat!j];Bj jC^o^Btaijpi pOAOjd 
‘joAOAioq ‘qaiq-VL fopac.xTj jc iCjojaBj a^qiqgojd u Sniq8i-[qa?sa 
JO sadoq paiiia:)aa 5 na paa ‘uotjdaaai pooS a qjjAV lani Jtaqj oraqu. 
‘uSanang ?b aoaadnia aqj Smji&iA aoj s^namagnBiiB apuni jCaqj 
‘2up[ po]po aaoq si oqAv ‘aoaaaAoS aqj ^Cq uo pa^reAv gmag; qpA 
-aad ?ajC ?oa pip ‘paaaojna ^yoiajs os aams uaaq sBq qoiqAi. ‘sunad 
-oang JO noisiqaxa piSia aqj aaoqAv ‘aaidma pajaaqapa pqj q!jm 
nopaainnuiuioa v Sinuado jo adoq aqj ar ‘nsdiij™ at ‘opuajig aoj 
pa|iT!s aaqj ajj 'saAop jo oSxaa opa^ps v pagoa oj paAupoa 
‘ssaappa paa XjiAipa siq ‘aaAOMoq ‘suag 'qsqSag aq? qqAi 
asanoaaapt ^aa Satppq aioaj sjatqa paaAas aqj aajap oj ‘saotj 
-ajaasaadaasiut paa ejaaaqj ‘ejaojga jsoaqn aiaqj Sapn aaa,tt 
pan 'saotjan aoqp aqj pagadxa ^paaa Axoa paq saapaagog; aqj, 
'sauiddqiqg oqj aioaj spaamadg aqj jCq pa^aoddns ‘asaaSnjaog 
pan qopQ eqj aaaaqaq aaaaapta-aad aoj s^eapoa aqj sa gaav 
sa ‘saaaiad OAipa aq^ 'aaaAxpq saaAX itAto Xq pajapsap ikgatiaa 
aaoq oaaq oj panoj aaOAV qaiqAt. ‘Btoanpiq aqj o; ‘aaojaaaqj 
‘pajias aj2 ‘saiqpomaioa a^dps aaqp aq; paa ‘aaddad ‘saaop 
JO aaiad aq^ at asia pamaAuoaat Sj&a a pasnaa paq 'papadxa 
pur poiquioEsa ‘soupnoa jaaaajgtp oj gutSaopq spssaA jo aaqainu 
oq? qaip pauaaai pq ‘aaqopo J® pSAiaaa aq aaaqAV 

‘^saji aqj a; ^aoioaj qsi^Sug joiqa aq? sa paaapisuoa gip ‘mapag 
aoj paaoDjs oq ‘sigi ^snSny nj ‘XoBajd pua apaaj aoj qjoq 
jaaauoa a; papa aajp awos aoj saijaad aqj pua iaaaqj jpw paoaas 
f jq ao aopjppij^ Xauag ajg put oq oaoqAX “aag pag aq? o? ?Bag 
pajias Fjaag 'ajpuj jo ?uauiiaoa oq? jo ?aad iCua ?a paqono? Sat 
-Aaq ?oa fiofpoa oq? faaaqds o?Bipauiuii aao aiq?iA\. outoa ?ou saop 
?nq ‘oSbjCoa saoan?uaApa paa aAi?aa aa euAt etqx 'staug uqoj* 
nja?daQ aapun — ‘sauioqj, pua ‘ao?ao]j ‘oao |0 aq? — 'sdiqs oaaq? jo 
*noi?jpadxo aaSaa| qanui a ?no juas iCuadaiog oq? ‘osp xi9t aj 

*?ua?xa ?a3aS ^ua 

d? Euoiioasnaa? ajaq? jCaaaa o? ojqa Saiaq ?noq?uv ?nq ‘aoijdooaa 
aa??aq a ij?iA\ ?aui pua ‘ma?ad}|nsBj^ o? poaan?oa spauAvaaija jCaqj;, 
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this coast, waited upon them, and gave notice that his country- 
men had obtained a haul from the King of Karsingo, in whose 
territory that city stood, prohibiting all Europeans from trading, 
unless under patent from Prince Maurice. The captain replied 
that he held the patent of the King of England, which he deemed 
quite sufficient; and high words arose. But the Shah Bandur, 
or governor, persuaded them to suspend the ffispute till the 
expected arrival of the Princess Konda Maa, who . held the 
sovereignty of the city. Her royal highness came; but when 
Hippon applied for an audience, she returned for answer that she 
was not then at leisure, promising, however, to send for him next 
day. Considering this reply evasive, he went to the minister, 
and was assured that the Dutch had in fact obtained the exclu- 
sive right which they asserted ; and he was advised to apply to 
them for permission to trade. But Hippon, calculating that this 
expedient would occupy two months, and being almost certaip, 
besides, that he would be refused, proceeded to Petapoli, where 
he left a small factory, and then to Masulipatam, the great 
market for the beautiful fabrics produced upon this coast. The 
governor there readily entered into treaty, but pursued, at the 
same time, a complete system of fraud and chicanery. He told 
the most palpable lies, and insisted that he, as a Mir, or descend- 
ant of Mohammed, was to be believed before Christians. The 
English, therefore, had determined upon “ foul means” to obtain 
redress; but, through some of the merchants, an accommodation 
was effected. They sailed next to Bantam, and thence to Patane, 
where, in June 1612 , they landed in great state, with minstrels 
playing and flags flying, bearing the king’s letter in a golden 
basin on the back of an elephant. This they presented to the 
queen, who received them graciously, and finally gave the desired 
permission to erect a warehouse. At Patane the captain died, 
upon which the others proceeded to Siam. Floris, who had 
visited this pai-t of India four years before, probably in a Dutch 
vessel, found such a demand for goods as the whole world, it 

appeared to him, was insufficient to satisfy; but now there had 
K 
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which wa.-> judgcil oa the whole to ho extremely ;wlvaata"Cou.<. 
Leaving out of the account the uufurluimlu voyage of Jjhaqicy, 
they h:al derived mi average priiiit of not U\-.; than V”1 per cent. 
Mr. Mill hence dr.awi the natural iufcreitce, that Ihcio had been 
conducted in a manner decidedly more jtuliciou;. llmu hub.M;<iuenl 
adventures that yielded a very dm'crcnt retuni. Vet we cannot 
forlK;aroh.'crving, that many of the cargoci* were made uji on duch 
very easy tcriuH ah their succeHSors could not expect to command. 
Inde^Kindcutly of the fact th.at whole tleeta were' sometimes laden 
with c.apturod goods, trade was often carried on by compuLory 
means, calculated to ensure a prufltablo return only (t) the stnu/gef 
liarty. Thcie lirat voyages, in short, exhibit the proiits of trade 
combined with tho produce of piracy. 
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vessels, announcing their determination not to release ' them till 
England should have withdrawn her pretensions to the trade of 
the Spice Islands.' The demand was strenuously resisted, and 
hostilities ensued, which were attended with disastrous conse- 
quences to both ' nations, and particularly to our countrymen. 
Friug, when ho was on the coast of Coromandel in 1G19, heard 
the doleful tale that four ships, the Dragon, Bear, Expedition, 
and Rose, were captured near the Isles of Tccoo ; that the Star 
was taken in the Straits of Suuda, and that two other vessels were 
in great peril. The Companies now presented, heavy complaints 
against each other to their respective governments ; negotiations 
were opened, and in order to prevent these partial hostilities from 
terminating in a general war, a treaty of a very singular com- 
plexion was concluded. The English and Dutch agreed to be- 
come, as it were, copartners in the Indian traffic ; the foi'mer to 
have half the trade in pepper, and a third of that in the finer 
spices ; and each of the nations to. keep ten ships in common for 
the purpose of protection, as well as for convoying goods from one 
port of India to another. Thei-e was also to he formed a ‘‘ Council 
of Defence,” consisting of four members of each Company, who 
were to be intrusted with the duty of enforcing the provisions of 
this extraordinary treaty. 

It was obvious that these stipulations were of such a nature, 
and involved so constant an interference in private transactions, as 
could not fail to lead to the most serious differences. The Dutch, 
who maintained larger fleets among the islands, interpreted every 
question in their own favour, and refused to admit the others to 
the stipulated share of the trade, till they had paid their propor- 
tion of all the sums which they themselves, with or without neces- 
sity, had expended on fortifications. The enmity between the 
two parties became always more rancorous, till the Hollanders, 
availing themselves of supenor strength, proceeded to that dread- 
ful outrage called the “ Massacre of Amboyna.” The island of 
that name is well known as the richest of the group of the 
Moluccas, and the one which affords the most copious supply of 
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against hi«u. But they were impelled by the I'Ciiowcd application 
of torture to return to their accusation both of themselves and of 
him. One desired to he told at once whnt he was rccpiircd to own; 
but this being treated ns contumacy, torture wius again applied 
till ho invented such a story a.s Wiis likely to satisfy his persecutors. 
In general, however, Ic.tding quc.stioiis were put, intimating the 
clmrges nKadc against the individual; and the judges contented 
themselves with his passive admission. The issue was, that 
Captain Towerson .and nine others were condemned to die, the 
remaijiing eight being pardoned. They were allowed to see each 
other, and had the sacrament ndmini.Htcrcd by the Dutch clergy- 
man, when they declared in the most solemn manner their perfect 
innocence. Samuel Colson said .aloud: — “0 Lord, ns I am inno- 
cent of this treason, do thou pardon all my other sins ; and if in 
the sm.allcst degree guilty tlicrcof may I never be a p.art.akcr of 
the joys of thy heavenly kingdom.” The rest answered, “ Amen I 
amen ! ” They then earnestly asked and corilially received for- 
giveness from each other for their mutual accusations, — John 
Clark saying, “ How shall I look to be forgiven of God if I do 
not forgive you.” They were then c.Nccutcd by Imving tlicir 
heads cut oif with a .scimitar. A black pall w:ls provided for the 
captain, the expense of which his enemies had the cfTrontcry to 
charge on the English Company. One Portuguese, and nine 
natives of Japan, who suffered at the same time, made equally 
strong protestations of innocence. 

The indignation of the English people, alw.ays casil}' roused, 
never mounted to a higher pitch than when tiding.^ arrived of this 
cruel and bloody trans.action. The nation w.as in a ferment, and 
a universal cry arose for redress and vengeance. The Court of 
Directors prepared .and distributed a picture, in wliich the tortures 
of the unhappy sufferers were represented with every feature of 
aggravation. The press was actively employed in inflaming still 
farther the indignation of the multitude, and the excitement was 
such that the Dutch residents made .an application to the Privy 
Council for the protection of their persons. Mr. ilill, alw.ays 
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foreseen to be impracticable. Yet the English maintained for 
some time longer tbeir settlement at Bantam, wbicli they had even 
made the capital of their eastern possessions. But the greater 
force maintained by the enemy in those islands, and which they 
always increased, rendered the tenure by which our people held a 
footing there difficult and precarious; and the greater atti'actions 
presented on the continent of India induced them gradually to 
relinquish their insular stations, with the exception of a few on the 
coast of Sumatra. 

Considerable expectations were at one period entertained from 
an establishment, on the Persian Gulf. An English, naval- force, 
as formerly mentioned, co-operating with the army of the Shah 
of Persia, drove the Portuguese in 1622 from their once opulent 
settlement at Ormuz, w’hich has since sunk into total insignificance. 
In return for their services, our adventurers received not only a 
share of the booty, but also liberty to establish a factory at the 
fort of Gombroon, the transactions at which appeared at first to 
wear a promising aspect. 

Surat for a considerable time was the principal scat of British 
settlement in India, and annual investments to a large amount 
were sent to the factory in that <aty. Being exposed, however, to 
the arbitraiy exactions of the Mogul and his officers, and also to 
the incessant incursions of the Mahrattas, the government felt it 
very desirable to obtain some place entirely their own, and which 
they could fortify against external aggression. An opportunity 
was offered in 1 662, on occasion of the marriage of the Infanta 
Catherine to Charles II., when the island of Bombay was ceded 
as part of her dowry. Some misunderstanding arose as to the 
extent of this grant, the English conceiving it to include Salsette 
and other dependencies; while the Portuguese chose to view it as 
not extending beyond the bare precincts of the island, — ^in which 
last interpretation Britain was finally obliged to acquiesce. Thus 
the crown acquired for the first time a territorial possession in 
India; which, however, did not yield revenue sufficient to defray 
its expenses. In 1668, therefore, the entire sovereignty was 
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privileges. The merchants of Surat, on p.aymcnt of 3000 rupees, 
procured full freedom of trade, exempt from customs; and in 
1 656 they erected a factory at Ilooglily, situated on that branch 
of tho river which has always been considered the principal chan- 
nel for the trade of the Ganges. From this time ships and invest- 
ments were sent to Bengal ever}* year. Several other factories 
were subsequently formed ; but its commerce was still considered 
secondary to that of Coromandel, and made subject to the super- 
intendence of the authorities at Fort St. George. 

It was in Bengal, however, that the English first attempted to 
establish political and milit.aiy power. The agents of the Coin- 
p.any transmitted a detail of various wrongs sustained from the 
native rulers, and suggested the expediency of seeking redress by 
force of arms. The Directors sent out, in 1686, Captain Nicholson, 
with ten armed vessels and six comp.anics of soldiers, destined to 
a scrricc of no less magnitude than that of levying war against 
the Great Jlogul and the Nabob of Bengal. Tho i)lan of tho 
Ciimpaign was in tho first inst.anco to seize and fortify Chittagong, 
a point rather remote from the scene of commercial activity, but 
which they meant to make the centre of their miliUiry movements. 
Hence they were not fortunate in the execution of this grand 
scheme; the dificrent parts of the armament arriving separately, 
and acting, too, with little concert. The fleet sailed up to Ilooghly, 
and commenced a cannonade, but being completely repulsed, was 
obliged to seek shelter in a port which occupied the present 
site of Calcutta. Factories that had been fonned at Patna and 
Cossimbazar were taken and plundered. The nabob, after a 
deceitful truce, assembled bis whole army to attack the discomfited 
English, who at that crisis, however, under the command of the 
Company’s agent, made a brilliant display of valour. They not 
only checked the Mogul forces, but entered the harbour of Bala- 
sore, and burnt forty sail of their ships. An accommodation was 
then agreed to, by which they were permitted to re-establish their 
factory at Hooghly; and affairs were on the point of being replaced 
on their former footing, when two British ships of war, under an 
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CHilPTER VI. 

EAULY MOHAMMEDAN CONQUESTS IN INDIA. 

Else of the Mohammedan Power— Confiucsts in Central Asia— The Samanlan Dynasty — 
AbIstagi—SuViuhtjgl— Mahmoud the Gbtznovido— Ills Twelve EspcdUloiis Into India— 
VlctoiyinLahoTC— Successive Coniiuests of BlmdtTanassar; Kanou^o; Muttra; Suinnaut 
—Ills Death— Chaiaetci^Auccdotcs—Iitcraturo of tho Court of Ghlsnl — Fcrdusl — 
Oonsurl— Ahu lUhan— Decllno of tho Ghtznlan House- Subverted by that of Ghori- 
Moliammed Ghori— His Couiiaesta In India— Cnttub conquers Delhi and mahea it his 
Capital. 

The Arabs or Saracens, in spreatUng by their arms tho religion 
of Mohammed, effected a most astonishing revolution in the 
eastern world, and penetrated to more remote parts of Asia than 
ivero ever reached by tho Homan eagle. After the death of their 
prophet, a short interval only bad elapsed when their victorious 
cavalry drank at once the waters of tho Tagus, the Niger, and the 
JoNartes. Bagdad became tho capital of the greatest empire then 
on the face of the earth; its court was tho most splendid and tho 
most polished, and tho seat of all the learning by which that dark 
age was illumined. 

No region derived such advantages from this triumph of the 
Moslem arms and faith as the country called Mavar-ul-Nahar, 
being that extensive tract of Independent Tartary which is watered 
by tho great rivers Oxus and Jaxartes. Though blessed with a 
fertile soil, and one of the finest climates of Asia, it is represented 
in all the ancient records as entirely Scythian, covered with roam> 
ing hordes of shepherds and warriors, who lived in tents, and sub- 
sisted on the milk of their flocks. Under the Arab sway, it 
acquired and has ever since retained regular goverament, improved 
cultivation, large and populous cities; and yet this province was 
one of the first which were severed from the Caliphate. Its 
governors, distant from t^ seat of empire, began gradually to 
assume the character of independent princes; they extended their 
power first over Khorasan; then over the interior provinces rr 
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niglit a dream or vision, where, in reward for his humanity, a 
kingdom was promised to him. A# a proof of his simplicity of 
taste, we are informed that, on being introduced to a splendid 
pavilion erected by his sou !Mahmoud, ho told the prince that this 
object was to bo despised as a perishing bauble, and that ho ought 
to make it his study to obtain a good name, ivbich ■would last for 
ever. 

This youth, after a short usurpation by his brother Ishmacl, 
whom, after vanquishing, he merely imprisoned for life, succeeded 
in the year 997 to Subuktagi, and proved one of the greatest 
princes that over ruled in Asia. Being attacked by the Emperor 
of Bokhara, he felt or pi-ofessed great reluctance to engage in war 
with the representative of the venerated dynasty of Samania ; but 
his scruples were overcome when that prince was murdered, and 
his throne seized by two of his generals. Mahmoud then joined 
the King of the Uzbccks in extinguishing the empire of Bokhara; 
and the fine territory of Mavar-ul-Nahar was added to his dominion, 
which then comprehended all Asia from the Caspian to the Indus. 

There is not a more chequered fame in oriental history than that 
of Mahmoud. His justice has been so much celebrated that, ac- 
cording to eastern writers, the wolf and the lamb in his reign 
drank at the same fountain; yet instances are not wanting in 
which his conduct appears marked by the grossest iniquity and 
extortion. His piety, which is as much celebrated, is equally 
problematical. According to Ferishta, he was in early life prone 
to scepticism. His mind was agitated with doubt on two very 
different points, — ^rvhether there be a future world, and whether 
he was the son of Subuktagi ; for the general deportment of his 
mother, it seems, left this last question open to controvers}'. 
A vision appeared to him, when the Prophet in person re- 
moved both these subjects of inquietude; and the emperor then 
commenced a high religious profession. His zeal, however, 
brought such an accession of power and wealth, as made it be 
doubted whether his devotions to heaven were not chiefly valued 
as they tended to make him lord of the earth. His fervour was 
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view of collecting imposts and suppressing partial rebellions. 
Tho fifth, in 1009, conunonced by an attack on the part of 
Anuindpal. Having formed alliances ^vith all the great kings of 
the interior, — Delhi, Kanouge, Ougein, Crwalior, Callinger, and 
Ajmere, — ho assembled tho largest army that had been seen in 
that region for hundreds of years. Tlicy crossed the Indus, and 
entered the Plains of Peshawur, where the Zlloslcnis, afraid to en- 
counter iu the open field an enemy so immensely superior, began 
to intrench their forces. Tlie two armies remained forty days in 
presence of each other, when at length a battle was begun on tho 
side of tho natives by tho Gickers or Gwickwars, a race almost 
entirely savage, inhabiting tho mountainous tracts north of 
Lahore. Their arrows did considerable execution*, yet the main 
body were unable to make auy impression on tlic brave and 
sh'ongly intrenched army of Mahmoud. Many fell on the part of 
the assailants, when at length tho elephant on which tho Prince 
of Lahore rode, frightened by a fire-ball, ran off, and can'icd his 
master out of tho field. At that moment the troops, thinking 
themselves deserted by their commander, were struck witli panic; 
and tho whole of that mighty host fled in complete and iiTctriev- 
able confusion. An alarm so sudden and so slightly raised, may 
lead us to conclude that, instead of hardy and veteran warriors, 
^lahinoud had encountered only an effeminate and tumultuary 
militia, like that which Xerxes led into Greece. Twenty thou- 
sand were slain in the. pui'suit; and numerous elephants laden 
with treasure were captured. Tho conqueror, finding no longer 
an army to oppose him, marched directly upon the fort of Dime, 
or Bhccinghur, considered almost impi'cgnablo, and which had 
therefore been made a general depository for all the sacred wealth 
of the surrounding temples. The Indian princes having marched 
forward with a full assurance of victory, and without ever dread- 
' ing attack, had ivithdrawn the garrison to reinforce their ranks, 
leaving only priests to guard tho shrine and treasures. These 
defenders soon opened the gates and fell flat on their faces before 
the victorious prince. The gold, silver, and precious stones found 
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Indin; be merely pounced, from time to time, like an ca;;lc, from 
hia tremendous cyry amid tho snows of Caucasus, snntcbod bis 
prey, and dew back to bis mouiitniu-domaiu. 

This prince sjhiDt a bummer in con«;uerin;j tbo beautiful Valley 
of Cashmere, the |)osscs»iuu of which opened to him a w.ay into 
tho interior of llindobian, without tho reluctant consent of tho 
Prince of Lahore. In the year 1017 ho .'tssembled .all his troops 
from the Tartar provinces, and at the head of a hundred thousand 
horse and thirty thoiLsand foot, inarched along: the sources of tho 
great rivers agaiitbt ICunougc, the proudest of all the Indian c.'ipi> 
tals. Tho oriental writers represent, in tho most magnificent 
terms, its pomp and greatness. Tho towers .are described ns 
reaching tho skies ; while the city is said at ono time to have con* 
kitned 30,000 shops for tho side of betel, and CO,OOU performers 
on musical instruments. A state thus dissolved in c.aso and 
luxury w.a3 ill prepared to encounter the hardy bands who ^xmred 
down from Afghanistan. The king did not even attempt resist- 
ance ; ho advanced and tendered his submission to the invader. 
Kauouge was consequently treated with lenity, and the conqueror 
remained only three days. After reducing several other places, 
he received intelligence of a city which atVorded the means of 
gratifying to the ntinosl his rapacious piety. Muttra or M.athur;t, 
sacred to Krishna, contained shrines eclipsing .all others even in 
this most wc;iUhy region. The Mohammedan prince entered it 
with little opposiiiuu, and found iu temples tho most splendid ho 
had yet seen, filled with gigantic idols of pure gold, having eyes 
of rubies ; in one wtis stuck a sapphire of extraordinary iimgui- 
tude. The conqueror lost no time in decomposing these rich ob- 
jects of pagan homage, and, having reduced them to their con- 
stituent elements of gold and jewels, loaded with them a long 
train of camels, lie is said to have once formed tho design of 
demolishing the temples ; hut being dazzled with their beauty, 
ho desisted, and left that task to tho bigoted zeal of Aurcngzchc. 
The reduction of some other cities was attended with hard flght- 
ing and comparatively little spoil. He marched by way of 
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reign; but on the dcatU of Aunindpal, be determined upon a 
vigorous effort to obtain possession of this important key of India. 
Accordingly, having assembled an immense force, ho marched 
towards the metropolis ; when the young prince, unable to face 
so great an armament, abandoned the city and neighbouring 
territory, and sought refuge in Ajmero. Lahore was thus at- 
tached to the Ghizuian monarchy. 

After some minor inroads, the conqueror, in the year 1024, 
undertook his last and greatest expedition into India ; his arms 
being then turned somewhat in a new direction. In the province 
of Guzerat, on the shore of the Indian Ocean, stood Somnaut, a 
shrine higher and holier than any yet devoted to spoliation. Two 
thousand villages were assigned for its support, besides presents 
poured in from all the surrounding regions. Somnaut himself 
was esteemed the general judge of the dead, and his statue of pure 
gold was ■washed every morning with water brought from the 
Ganges, a thousand miles distant. The attendants consisted of 
two thousand lirahmins, five hundred dancing-girls, three hun- 
dred musicians, and three hundred barbers. The king was 
farther incited by learning that the priests of Somnaut considered 
themselves secure from his utmost power. According to them, 
the sins of Delhi and Kanouge had been the sole cause of the 
downfal of those cities ; while they themselves, high in purity 
and sanctity, might bid defiance to the impious fury of the Moslem 
invader. Eager to undeceive them, this monarch, having mus- 
tered his troops, led them iuto Moultan ; employing twenty thou- 
sand camels to convey provisions across the great western desert. 
The city of Ajmere was found abandoned, and its fort too strong 
to be attacked. Nahrwalla, capital of Guzerat, had been left in 
the same state. After passing another desert, the Ghiznevide 
sovereign came in view of Somnaut, a lofty castle on a peninsula 
completely enclosed by the sea, except at one point, which was 
defended by strong walls, on whose battlements stood an innumer- 
able multitude of combatants. They announced by a herald that 
their great god had drawn the Moslems hither, in order that the 
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the omrahs advised,, even as a matter of pradenee, the acceptance 
of the ransom: hut the king indignantly rejected the idea of 
becoming a “ seller of idols.” The work of demolition proceeded ; 
and, on its reaching the interior of the image, there was disclosed 
a treasure in perils, rubies, and diamonds, almost beyond concep- 
tion, and far surpassing the immense sum tendered for its redemp- 
tion. It is somewhat difficult to ascertain the amount ; but it is 
generally admitted to have greatly exceeded that of any of the 
former captures. ~ 

' lllahmoud was so much pleased with Guzerat, that he deliber- 
ated whether he should not make it the principal seat of his 
govei'nment,"or at least annex it permanently to his dominions ; 
but he became satisfied that the distance from Ghizni was too 
great, and the communications too difficult. He attempted, how- 
ever, to retain a control oyer this. fine country by raising to the 
sovereignty a Brahmin of humble birth j but he had not long 
departed when the people again transferred their allegiance to 
their ancient race of kings.; Some romantic and rather absurd 
details are given with relation to this occurrence, which we pass 
by, as they were probably invented to supply an excuse to 
Mahmoud for superseding the sovereign whom he had chosen to 
impose upon Guzerat. 

The victor, while on his return to Ghizni, suffered considerably 
in passing through the vast deserts, and was greatly annoyed 
also by the Jauts, a tribe inhabiting Moultan,^ who, by their 
strong force of war-boats, commanded the navigation of the Indus. 
The indignant monarch undertook next year an expedition against 
this people ; and having prepared a vast number of small vessels 
fortified with iron spikes, encountered, and, after an obstinate 
conflict, defeated them so completely, that almost the whole nation 
were slain or taken prisoners. 

The following season he was employed in an expedition into 
Khorasan, on his return from which, in 1030, he was taken ill, 
and died at the age of sixty-three. 

There are few characters, we have remarked, in oriental history 
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being relieved from this apprehension, he had returned thanks to 
Heaven.* 

The people of Ghizni were, thus well secured hy Mahmoud 
against the injustice of their fellow-.suhjects ; hut their lot was 
difterent in regard to the deeds of extortion and iniquity which 
were too often committed hy himself. Mention is made of a 
wealthy citizen of Nishapour, against whom he chose to make a 
charge of impiety and heresy. The accused person came to him 
and said, “ 0 king, I am neither idolater nor apostate, hut I am 
possessed of wealth ; take it, therefore, hut do me not a double 
injustice, hy robbing me of my money and of ,my good name." 
The rapacious ruler, it is said, unhlushingly closed with the pro- 
posal, and, after having stripped the man of his property, gave 
him a certificate testifying the soundness of his faith. 

Beligious zeal was not only avowed hy Mahmoud, hut under a 
certain shape supplied the main impulse to all his actions. Yet 
its exercise, as already observed, was productive of earthly gains 
so immense as to involve its pmity in some suspicion. Still a 
religious profession is not always insincere, because it is somewhat 
alloyed in the mind of him who admits a mixture of worldly 
motives. That the Moslem faith, as the exclusive path to salva- 
tion, ought to he propagated hy the sword, is one of its funda- 
mental dogmas; and hy a monarch whose ambition and avarice 
this tenet so greatly favoured, we cannot wonder that it should 
have been zealously embraced. Yet one incident, related as 
having occurred at the end of his mortal career, shows that the 
vanities of earth still held full possession of his heart. Two days 
before his death, he caused all his jewels, pearls, and golden 
ornaments, collected from so many difterent regions, to he spread 
out before him, that he might satiate his eyes hy a display of 
riches, from which he was about to he separated for ever. We 
can more easily sj'mpathize with his taking a last review of his 


* This anecdote Is given -with conslderahlo vaviations hy the different anthorities: the 
above version (which is that of D*Hcrhelot, Bihliothhguc Orientale, art. Mahmoud) appears 
(he most probable and consistent. 
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equally celebrated as a philosopher and a poet. Mahmoud placed 
him at the head of the university which he had founded, and gave 
him such a complete jurisdiction over a body of four hundred 
learned men, that no work was to he submitted to the sovereign, 
which had not been stamped with his approbation. T7e have not 
as yet in the "West the means of duly estimating the actual merit 
of this personage; but on considering that with posterity his name 
stands in such deep eclipse behind that of Ferdusi, above whom 
he was so highly honoured in life, a doubt must arise, whether his 
reputation was not partly earned by the arts of a courtier, and the 
absence of the troublesome pride incident to elevated genius. One 
channel to favour seems to have consisted in the permission which 
was allowed him to share the convivial hours of the sovereign. 
The Orientals relate an occasion, when, to sooth his master’s grief 
for having the night befoi*e, when overcome with wine, cut off the' 
long tresses of his beloved, Oonsuri composed some extemporary 
verses, which conveyed such delight, that in return the mouth of 
the fortunate minstrel was three times filled with jewels. 

Among the men of science resident at Ghizni, the most eminent 
was Abu Bihan, sent by Almamon from Bagdad, where he was 
venerated almost as the rival of Avicenna. But, besides meta- 
physics and dialectics, he studied and appears to have drawn his 
chief lustre from attainments in the magical art. Of this, D’Her- 
belot relates a remarkable instance. One day Mahmoud sent for 
him, and ordered him to deposit with a third person a statement 
of the precise manner in which the monarch would quit the hall 
where he was then sitting. The paper being lodged, the king, 
instead of going out by one of the numerous doors, caused a breach 
to be made in the wall, by which he effected his exit; — ^but how 
was he amazed, when, on the paper being examined, there was 
found in it a minute specification of the precise spot through 
which he penetrated ! Hereupon the prince with horror denounced 
this learned man as a sorcerer, and commanded him to be instantly 
thrown out of the window. The barbarous sentence was presently 
executed: but care had been taken to prepare beneath a soft and 
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or Ghoor forms a rmlo tlistrief, sihiatcd on tho loftiest brancli of 
Caucasus, or Hindoo Koosh, where it borders on TInbot and 
Turkestan. Its princes, commanding a raco of hardy moun- 
taineers, gnidnally made themselves nearly independent of the 
Ghi'/.nian government, and even obtained possessions in Tnrtary 
and Khorasan. This excited so .strongly the jealousy of IJyram, 
who about tho year 1115 had ascended the throne, that having 
drawn into his ^)owor Mohammed, prince of Gimri, ho put him to 
dcatli ; a step which ho had ample cause to repent. .Sief-ul-Dicn, 
brother to the latter, soon mustered a large array of his followers, 
c.ager to avenge the lo.ss of their chief. Dyrnm, unable to oppose 
him, evacuated his capital ; but, Imving rc-nsscmbled his forcc.s, 
ho soon afterwards recovered Ghiani, and took his enemy prisoner, 
whom he subjected to tho most dreadful in.sult and cruelty, 
^lounted on a bullock, he was led through Ghiani, amid tbu deri- 
sion of the mob; then tortured and beheaded, and his viaicr 
Impaled alive. This barbarity on the park of a ruler otherwise 
mild and rcspcct.able, set tho seal to tho fate of his house. Allah, 
brother to tho sufferer, soon .summoned round him .all the warriors 
of the tribe of Ghori to cluastisc tho author of their wrongs. 
Byram marched to meet him; and tho .superior numlH-TS of his 
troops enabled them to maintain a vigorous struggle against the 
rude courage of the mountaineers. But at length ho yielded, and 
fled with his .scattered anny towards Hindostan, where bo soon 
after died of grief. The victor, in 1152, marched upon Ghizni, 
and, according to the too common practice of c.a.stern conquerors, 
sought to surpass tho cruelty which ho came to punish. That 
magnifleent city was given up to a general pillage, and to tho 
sword of the enraged Ghorians. In .seven day.s it was no moro ; 
and its palaces, so profusely embellished with the spoils of con- 
quered India, were rased to tho ground. A few tombs, spared 
by c.astcrn piety, stood alone amid this appalling solitude. It 
revived indeed, and became for a short time the capital of the 
Ghorian chiefs ; but it agaiii sunk, and now only a few scattered 
ruins, with the spacious tomb of Mahmoud, at which a few priests 
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liis adherents. Tlie rout w-is complete, and the imrsuU was con- 
tinued forty miles. 

The emperor spent .a year in repairinjj the cftccts of this dread- 
ful disaster, and orgnni/.ing the me.'ins of a new invasion, lie at 
first degraded the omv.ahs who had lied, subjecting them to the 
humiliation of marching round the city with bags of barley sus- 
pended from their necks, and of feeding out of them ; but, when 
proceeding on his next expedition, it was rcprc-scntcd to him that 
he thereby deprived himself of the servicc-s of many of his choicest 
w.'irrions, upon which he .allowed them to resume their sUitions, 
.and obl.aiu an opportunity of redeeming their fame. 

^lohammcd, having mustered all his forces, marched into India, 
where ho met troops still more iimnerous than those who had 
vanquished him in the preceding year; all of whom luad now 
bound themselves by the water of the Ganges to conquer or die. 
The Indian princes advanced with boundless confidence ; sending 
at the same time a friendly remonstrance, that if lilohammcd was 
weary of his own life, he should at least pity the men whom, ho 
was leading to so cruel a destiny, llctrcat was still open to him; 
but if urged on by his evil gcniu.=i, “ we have sworn," said they, 
“by our gods to advance upon you with our rank-breaking 
elephants, war-treading horses, and blood-thirsty .soldier.?, early 
in tho morning, to crush your unfortunate army." The wary 
comm.andcr returned an answer seemingly inspired by alann; 
stating, that ho carried on the war only in obedience to his brother, 
without whoso orders ho could not retreat, but would gladly 
arrange tho terms of a truce till ho should receive further instruc- 
tions. The Indians, lulled by this submissive tone, gave them- 
selves up to security, and spent the following night in inerrimcnt. 
Mohammed, watching tho moment when they were completely off 
their guard, made an attack during the d.arkncss, defeating and 
putting to flight several large bodies; yet so immense was tho 
circuit of their camp, that there were rallied next morning numbers 
which seemed more than enough to crush the whole host of the 
invaders. Tho Mussulman then adopted tho old Scythian war- 
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113 extensive 113 that of ^fahaiouil of Ghizni. Liko him, according 
to Ferishtii, he was not devoid of virtues, yet has left behind a 
darker reputaiion, redeenud by fewer traits of refinement and 
humanity. With him the dynasty of Gliori rose and fell, for ho 
left no dejcend.tnts possessed of energy .sufilcient to .support tho 
weight of his ilUhalanced empire. Ilis lieutenants, ildccuz in tho 
mountain-territory, and Cuttub in Indio, soon erected for them- 
selves independent sovcreigntic.s. 
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• Altumsb, thougli a Tartar of noble birth, had, like Cuttub, 
been sold as a slave, and purchased by that prince. Having 
raised himself by his valour to be captain-general and son-in-law 
to the emperor, he mounted the throne, having overcome Aram, 
the rightful heir. He redressed all the evils caused by the weak- 
nesses of his aged predecessor. He defeated lldecuz, and took 
him prisoner; he extended the empire on every side; making 
Bengal and Bahar first tributary and then subject provinces, over 
which his sons were placed as viceroys. He reduced, after a long 
•siege, Gwalior, considered the principal bulwark of Hindoo power. 
•Seated on a lofty hill with perpendicular sides, defended by 
extensive works, and supplied with abundance of water, it was 
viewed as nearly impregnable. He distinguished himself also 
by the conquest of Malwa, the capture of Ougein, and the demo- 
lition of the revered statue of Vicramaditya. He is celebrated, 
on the whole, as a good and ndse prince. 

About this time a mighty tempest swept along the borders of 
India, happily without touching her rich provinces. Zengis, 
after ravaging Asia from the Pacific to the Caspian, and reducing 
numberless kingdoms under his dominion, attacked the Prince of 
the Afghans, whom he drove before him, and compelled to take 
refuge beyond the Indus. Altumsh refused to shelter him, and 
hence the arms of Zengis were turned aside from the wealthy 
regions which stretch towards the- south. Perhaps his horsemen, 
accustomed only to scour the plains of Tartaiy and Persia, felt 
themselves unable to act with vigour in the rugged steeps of the 
Caucasus. , 

After the death of Altumsh, which took place in 1236, there 
followed a succession of princes, most of whom occupied, during a 
very short period, a disputed throne, but without any material 
alteration of boundaries or relations in regard to the neighbouring 
states. A few, however, were so remarkable as to deserve notice. 

Bizia Begum stood perhaps alone among Mohammedans as a 
I'eigning queen. In her earliest youth she displayed such talents 
foi' administration that Altumsh, her father, when departing on 
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Applying all his rovciuies to the exigencies of the state, ho con- 
tinued to earn by the pen his own support, which was limited to a 
supply of the humblest necessaries, lie not only riyeeted the 
vain and culpable privilege of a numerous seraglio and confined 
himself to one wife, but he compelled that lady to di.sehargu tlio 
most menial functions. Even ivhcn her majesty complained that 
she burned her fingers in the process of cooking, and asked for a 
maiden to aid her in that humble task, he rejected the request. 
This was very cxtr.avagant; yet there appears a fine and amiable 
feeling in the following anecdote. He bad shown part of his 
daily' task of copying the Koran to an omrah wliom he much 
respected, and who pointed out an erroneous word. The emperor 
immediately' erased it; but as soon ns the chief departed, ho 
restored the characters; and being asked the reason, answered, 
that the word w.as right; but that he did not wish to give pain to 
a worthy man by telling him he was mistaken. 

The good government of Mahmoud had been in a great mca- 
suro due to the happy choice of his prime minister, Halin or 
Baleen, who made himself universally popular ; so that when the 
emperor died without posterity, the vizier, not being much at- 
tached to a family who had trc.atcd liis master so ill, stepped into 
his place almost without a struggle. It is scarcely possible, how- 
ever, for a usurper to ascend a throne without being drawn into 
crime. Balm was one of forty' Tm'ldsh chiefs who had associated 
to divide the empire among them on the monarch’s decease. 
Mutual jealousy had already dissolved this bond ; but the minis- 
ter, notwithstanding, determined to consult his own security by 
making the whole of them perish either by poison or by the 
sword. This crime having quieted his fears, he did not again dip 
his hands in blood, but began a career which, for justice, mild- 
ness, and popularity, has scarcely an equal even among the many 
illustrious sovereigns who have ruled Hindostan. Balin was 
another of the slave-emperors. Having been captured by the 
Moguls, he was carried to Bagdad, and sold to a merchant of 
Bassora, who, learning that he was a relation of Altumsh, brought 
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people against every aggression, llo defeated with great- 
slaughter the Kajpoots of Mewar, who, by their predatory inroads, 
had rendered n great e.\tcnt of country almost uuinlinbitablo ; and 
though he could not altogether subdue these hardy sons of the 
desert, he cut dowu an extensive forest in wliich they were ac- 
customed to dud shelter, and by a line of forts so secured the 
district, that it was soon brought under full cultivation. 

On the death of Balin, in 1*286, his eldest and most accom- 
plislicd son Shchid, being dead, and Kcra absent in Bengal, Kei 
Kobad, son to the latter, was raised to the throne, which could 
not safely bo left vacant even for a short interval. This prince 
was considered a youth of great promise, being imbued with the 
elegant tastes of his family ; but, on mounting the throne, ho soon 
allowed these qualities to degenerate into license and voluptuous- 
ness. He abandoned the reigns of government to the nizam, an 
unworthy favourite, who oppressed the people, and put to death 
all who endeavoured to oppose bis tyranny. Meantime Kora, 
who bad remained atiirst content with the government of Bengal, 
distressed by the accounts of his son’s conduct, and not unwilling 
perhaps to take into his own hand the reins of empire, assembled 
a large army, and marched into Bnhar. The emperor met him 
inth his whole force on the banks of the Gogra; but Kcra, 
moved by parental tenderness, sent a message, earnestly entreat- 
ing that, before affairs should come to extremities, lie might obtain 
a conference with bis child. An interview was accordingly ar- 
ranged; but the latter, swollen with pride, seated himself on the 
imperial throne in the highest pomp, while the father, in approach- 
ing, was obliged at three different stages to do obeisance to him 
by kissing the ground, the mace-bearers exclaiming — “ The noble 
Kcra to the king of the world sends health." Tho aged sovereign, 
seeing himself exposed to this indignity, burst into tears. Sud- 
denly at this spectacle the soul of tho young monarch was moved ; 
he sprung from his throne, threw himself at his parent’s feet, and 
sought forgiveness. Kera raised him up, and the father and son 
mingled tears and embraces. An intimate communication was 
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main army, he intimidated the city into a surrender, put to flight 
a vast body of troops assembled for its defence, and returned laden 
with a treasure which had been accumulating for ages. He after- 
wards sent his vizier, Kafoor, to conquer the Carnatic and other 
southern kingdoms, — an undertaking which proved completely 
successful, and produced a plunder that has been estimated, doubt- 
less cxtrjivagantly high, at £100,000,000 sterling. 

Allah found a more Icgitimato occasion of triumph in repelling 
the invasion of the ^Mongols (whom the historians of India call 
Moguls}, successors to Zengis, who had formed a kingdom in 
Mavar-ul-Nahar. Their first army was met in Lahore, and com- 
pletely defeated by Elicb, the emperor’s brother. Two years 
after, they poured in a force of two hundred thousand men, which 
they loudly boasted would cilect the conquest of all India. Every- 
thing gave way before them as far as Delhi, which was crowded 
to excess with multitudes seeking refuge from this barbrnous in- 
vader. Allah, having mustered his forces, marched out to battle. 
ZiiTcr, the greatest of his generals, at the head of the right wing 
and of the elephants, charged with such impetuosity, that the 
enemy were completely broken and pursued for many miles. 
Hot being duly supported, however, ho fell into an ambusc<adc, 
where he was surrounded and killed ; yet the IMoguIs had suflered 
so severely that they did not rcsmno the attack, but immediately 
retreated westward. It was suspected, as being not at all incon- 
sistent with the character of Allah, that he was instrumental in 
this desertion of his own bravo commander, and considered his 
fall almost as great an advantage as the defeat of the enemy. 

The emperor, intoxicated with success, began to conceive the 
most extravagant projects. Two in particular were deeply and 
fondly cherished. He hoped to emulate at once the glory of 
Mohammed and Alexander, names which in the East stand above 
those of all other men. Although so ignorant that he could 
neither read nor write, he undertook to prepare for the human 
race a new religion, which was to unite the Moslem and the dis- 
ciple of Brahma in one common worship. Kext, he was to leave 
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'pasnBd E?nBiTBSSB aq? naqAV 'sbav aqs oqAV n,uonq apBni sninajas 
jiaq? iCq namoAii jaq ?on pnq ‘na{|Bj oAnq ?qS!ni aqs pnn fAvojjn 
nn ^q paajaid asjoq jaq pnq ‘p[eq aq? ni Jiasjaq Suiaq 'qaiqAV 
JO joofqo arej aq? ‘pansna ?nqai03 y 'sdooj? |Bijadaii aq? jo iC?JBd b 
Xq ?ani ojoav ?iiq ‘6ntB?nnoni aq? o?aT pap jCaqj^ *?joasa aq? pa?Bajap 
/p?aidnioa pun qoo?jaAO aq ?Bq? 'paads qans q?TA\. no paqsnd 
‘asiiaxa on pa?daaaB oqAi ano q?TAV pap o? pnq aq ?nq? oibaub 
‘dijy ‘nnaaad aq? jo aauud ‘oapioSujg o? pa?iun aq o? ^oujnof .taq 
no^fpnojp pnnoj SBAV qpiwvaa; JOj fnopaajip ?najqptp n nt ?niod 
0? panaddBi{ ‘soiaas ?i ‘asaqx •sooj?nniiouj B,aaq?Bj aaq jo iiavo 
jaq 0? aauajajai ^nn ?noq?iAV 'iqp(j o? ssaanud Suno^ aq? Snuq 
0? iCuijB Suoj?s B q?iAV ‘dijy ‘pjanaS siq ?nas puB 'jaq iCjsi?BB o? 
qoo?japiin iCjipnoj qnj^y ’?SBg[ aq? ni iC?nBaq ?sa?Baj3 aq? 3niaq jo 
noi?B?ndaj at[? ni jaq?oui jaq papaaaans pnq oqAV pun 'aSn jo sjBa^C 
ua3?Jiq? uaq? ‘gpiiAVOQ ‘jo?q2nBp joq iCq paniof aq o? qsiAV ?sanjBa 
UB passajdxa spjBAVj3?jB ai{s aanis 'auiosqji ^Cjoa noi?Bn?is jaq ?pj 
aABq 0 ? uiaas ?ou saop aqg ’uaanlb 6U[ aaq apniu aq ‘sat? jaq?o pn 
JO SEa{pjB°aj ‘?Bq? ‘jojanbuoa aq? panunqa os ‘s?uotnqsiidni033B 
puB ‘?|Av ‘iC?nBaq joq ^q ‘otjav pun ‘aipni jo jaAvop aq? paiuoa?sa 
XiiBEjaAiun ‘qpB[uinQ sbav jauuoj aq? Stiouiy *aauijd a?Bun?jojnn 
B?i JO ajnsBdJ? aq? jo sb jjoav rb boaiav aq? jo passassod auinaaq 
aq ‘?BJ3zn|3 jo pjjdBa aq? ‘iqiBAvaqBjj SiijqB? vQ — :pa?onpn03 sbav 
iCuiouoaa pqjaduir aq? jo i[auBjq siq? Avoq napi nn pjojjn ^nm qaiqAV 
‘‘'ajnjnoApB-OAO[ jo pjoaaj amos snntjuoa qapy jo Xjo?STq aqj^ 
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his omrahs to imitate his example; so that Delhi for several days 
streamed with that precious Hquor. The collectors of the revenue, 
who had been amassing large fortunes, were reduced to a bare 
subsistence. Yet this improved system was accompanied with 
many relics of a blind and violent despotism. He employed spies 
to give information of the most secret incidents in the interior of 
Emilies, and in the remotest provinces. The omrahs were not 
permitted to many, or even to entertain a company of friends, - 
without a written authority from him ; and by fines and confisca- 
sims, levied on various pretences, he ruined a number of the over- 
gcvswn nobles. He reduced the pay of the army ; bat that ihe 
snlHeis might not suner, he undertook to lower the prices of grain 
aaiH other necessaris in the same proportion : and for this purpose 
Ejsued edicts, and adopted the most vlolfint measures, which, 
tncugh of course srerdve, mnsi have cccssicned great inwnre- 



Xoqj ‘pajisJgjdnn uagq sAtsq oj moos iCaq; qoiqAv mj ‘qB^ts^ 
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6n[ paiqaiossB aq 's)UB)iqBquT aq) jo BRBp Xub )b aSnjqinn 
SutAiaanoa bq 'EjBsaf^ aq) jo )sjoav aq) jo sapnnjoaa )Ba)Baj3 
aq) ^)i30J)B Bj papaaaxa BBOi)aB btjj '^)[anjo jo pauiuiBqojq 
‘iCjoqoBBqap jo ja)EUoni b ebav qaiJBqnjq qBBg; aq) jo BopBjaaxa 
aq) ‘ejbo^ B0A0B-i()uaA\) jo bSioj b 3H;jnp ‘uiiq apani pan ‘bjos 
•B oaapajd )eobi Eiq jo aEoq) paEEBdjns saBiija siq ‘a[dniBxa 

s,Joq)Bj siq SniAxoiioj jo pBa)EBt )nq J'jjj pammBqojq jo a|)T) 
aq) poBiBEEB oqAV ‘qnuop bos Bjq jfq popaaaons bbav qaqSnj, 
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distress, gave a Tclticlaut consent; but the young Indy, regarding 
this pro])Osnl ns full of tlio dccpe.Ht dishonour, obtained Icavo to 
make trial of a plan which sho had contrived for saving her 
father. Sho anuounced her rcadinesa to accede to iho marriage, 
and having procured a passport from the imperial court, fitted out a 
long tmiiiof close travclUug-chairs, ill the must splendid of which sho 
herself was understood to take her .seat. Tiie proccision advanced 
to Delhi, and on its arrival an earnest request was made on the part 
of the princess that she should without delay be allowed ait inter' 
view with her parent. A petition so n.’itur.al w.as rciidily granted ; 
and the whole tniin was admitted into his prison. The ciiairs being 
then opened, presented, not a fair retinue of female attendauu, but, 
like the Trojan horse, a hand of hardy warriors clad in full armour, 
who instantly cut in pieces the guards, snatched up the monarch, 
and having placed him on a swift horse, soon eluded pursuit. 

Allah, towards the cud of his life, abandoued him.self ugain to 
dissoluto habits, and is suspected to have been poisoned by Ivafuur, 
his profligate favourite, wlio immediately put oat i!ie eyes of his 
sons Chizer and Shadi, .aud undertook to reign him -.elf in the 
naino of Omar, an infaiiL But he w.as soen as.-.va»iatc'J; ;md 
in the year 1316 the crown was pl.accd on the head ef jlub.incl; I., 
ono of the emperor’s sous. 



pui[q aij? uaAO unq; snoipo o.iom suigas ‘qjnoni siq nt ^jiUBtnnq 
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aq; ui paaunoiiOAd uoaq aAuq saiA.(33UBd q^in uAa;&aAA 

aq; jo aioia aq; o;ui ^{snonaidsuoa oaoiu uiiq ;q3noAq ‘pa;AaA 
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SBAv Bipiij ‘icSI 5)q; iii ‘uoqAi ‘aaiiopiiadapui aoj dn 3ai; 
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‘luasnsj ^q pa;ndsip sbav uA\OAa aq; fjouiui b sbaa 'JU pnoui 
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pauiuiBqoj^T puB ‘Aoipifi nqy ‘'II ’FIl^" iL Jo euSpA qAoqs oqj^ 
'SAoqsBBip qsojj tii paAjOAui sbav oAidiiia oq; pAoiuaA stq ao;jb 
;nq i pBoq s;i paABOA /Aqsnpiii I saiqiuiiqBa Xubux Aoq uioaj oqidsaA 
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i>a;Torv’4 I'O ^^'vcroly that the gr'*attT jart of tliem piTHhod, and 
ouly a Isandful nrlunu-J to Daltii. llo hail prcjiarcd abo ati 
iinijicu^o fonso fur tho cviiupjctt uf Khor.i.<an and Mavar-ul-Xahar, 
cumpri:hi.:;di:)jj tho Irrriloitci of ir.i!iiaKMitd atid Uuhhani; but 
the nlanu of i;i urn.c!ion at home dvternd liiat fruin thii wild 
exjKdilk'U. Ih.WUhjn rSalhtd round him im every jiide, and 
xhooh almo'S all hii province.H; y« l ln,« rniTjj'y, milifary .‘!hill, and 
barbarity, enalikd him (n Mt]ipriv>» it, and t<t maintain hia rei;^n 
of tenvr. finly the noble and di •taut kiiij’dom of tlie Dcccan, 
the cwn'iue.-l of Allah, linally «h iitd all hii efforfj*. tjurh w;w 
hi.-i va;;cnKMi fur iw preu.‘rvatjo!i, that he at one lime rcHu- 
ijubln-d the j^randeur of inii/i'.rial Delhi, and ri-iiioved hi» court 
;ind rc'idcnce to Dcnghin*, the tributary capital, which he named 
Dowlatahad, or the I'ortun.»t« t'ity. The pri' -ure of eireuni' 
.■■tance.', howoxcr, comi^llcd him to resume his wonted teat of 
government, and he ultimat»dy raw the Decean formed into an 
independent monarchy. Un' -eu Caco, a Mogul chicfiain, a..M)med 
the title «f All.'di I., and became tlie foundi r of a inigbty dyna.-ty. 
Mohatunied, it aj.pcar.’j bad at length rc'olvcd to adopt a tnilder 
hVjtcm; but ilcath intemj.'ted him bt furo he could reali/.e his 
inicntiuus, and delivered India frotn the dreadful scourge of his 
government in the year Id.51. 

ThLs monare’li nas rucceedid by his coudn, Tcro-e III., a 
prince happily of a very dilfereut temper. Under him the arts 
of p/cace ilonrished asid the rights <,f humanity were respected. 
He in r.iid to h.ave built thirty re-ervoirT for irrigation, .a hundred 
bridges, forty m(»:.fpies, thirty colleges, with many other worlts of 
spde-ndour and utility, lie h.as been accu.-ed of being uuwarlilce, 
yet ho showed no wajjt of vigour in supprcsriiig the few insur- 
rections which arose under his guvernmeut. In .a particular case 
he was even charged with an excess of severity. That he did 
not attempt to recompuur the Deccan, a great kingdom, now 
firmly established under a ptowcrful sovereign, was probably a 
resolution as wise and beneficial for his people os it was for him- 
self. India, during his reign of thirty-eight yettrs, enjoyed a 
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Pfi3A;joj B ‘.t;oti;t!ji jo OAn;dBo oq; q;jAv ni9oq o; pautuMojop bbav 
qj 'p[aq oi(; ji; .lOjJodnB oumaaq oq ‘oai;b[o.t Biq jo osoq; o; soo.ioj 
Bit[ 9iirntor /q ptm f.i!0u;BQ[ jo aoimoao 9 oq; /[[BioodBO ‘Bqn.iujo 
nn;Bj oq; /q poEBOjd p.iBt[ iiooq ‘TOAOAioq 'pBi[ ot[AV 'pouiiUBqoj^ 
jaaj ‘Aiat{doii Piq /q poidnaao /pnoapi ‘uB;[noj^ fip.iBAVo; poq3.iBur 
oq 'unpiij ot[; p3SBO.io 9 iiiabi[ i[;9uo[ ;y •;ooj uo AVO[[oj ;q9iiu oq 
‘uioq; aoj pnoj u sbav o.tOT[; jj puB f pquoipadxo ipuB /uB /q popiB oq 
TO */a;unoa b qouB nt poaoojd qon ppioa ‘BnoiAqo bt ;i ‘/a[bab3 biij 
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and barbarous ravages of Gcnseric and Attila. That Timur, in 
tbc countries subjected to bis sway, might secure a I'cgular 
administration of justice, and study to promote the public pros- 
perity, may bo believed, since this, in oriental history, is often 
combined with the most boundless and savage ambition. Yet 
the narrative of Clavijo the Spanish ambassador, who visited his 
court at Samarcand and describes its rude pomp, shows that his 
system of rule was thoroughly despotic. For example, he sent 
one day for the governor of the city, and, charging him with 
having abused his trust, caused him to be beheaded without a 
moment’s delay; and two chiefs who had ventured to intercede 
for the suifercr shared the same fate. Having once ordered a 
broad street to be formed in twenty days, the workmen began 
with such furious haste, demolishing every house that stood in 
their •way, that the owners had scarcely time to remove with their 
most precious effects. They humbly requested some small com- 
pensation ; but he sternly replied that all Samarcand belonged to 
him. When his couriers halted at any stage, they immediately 
began to apply the whip in every direction till relays were fur- 
nished; and if they met a horse on the road which appeared to 
answer their purpose, they instantly seized it, striking off the 
wner’s head if he offered any i-esistancc. 

Timur seems to have had no pretext for the invasion of India, 
except the desire of possessing it, and the hope of success afforded 
by its distracted condition. He set out from his capital in 1397,^ 
and advanced without difficulty along the immense plains of 
Bactria ; after which ho had to scale the tremendous barrier of 
the Indian Caucasus, whose steep and nigged passes were peculi- 
arly unfit for the march of the Scythian horsemen. He scorn- 
fully disdained to use any means for conciliating the fierce and 
warlike natives; they accordingly opposed him at every step, 
and, though they could not arrest his progress, they inflicted 
upon him extensive losses. Yet it appears an exaggeration to 
say, that there were certain points where he could not advance 
without being lowered down from the cliffs by means of ropes. 
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ruinously protracted. To allure him into the field, he directed 
that only small parties should present themselves in front, with a 
studied display of weakness and ihuidity, as if only waiting a 
serious attack to commcuco their retreat. .The Mohammedan' fell 
into the snare, marched out, and presented his whole army, with 
a numerous body of elephants, drawn up in battle array. The 
fortune of the field was then in the hands of the Tartar; his troops, 
rendered hardy and skilful by a life of warfare, were opposed only 
to aii efibminate and tumultuary- erowd, who were instantly 
broken and pursued to the gates of the city. The emperor fled 
into Guzerat, while his capital submitted and received a foreign 
garrison. Historians vary as to the extent of Timur’s guilt in 
the fatal scene which ensued. The adherents of the Mogul 
dynasty assort, that while the victor was celebrating a ' great 
festival in his camp, he Avas surprised by the view of the flames 
ascending from the town. Ferishta, however, gives more credit, 
and seemingly with reason, to the report, that some of his troops 
having acted with violence towards the citizens, the latter killed 
seA’eral of their number, upon Avhich the barbarian gave up this 
immense metropolis to an unrestrained - pillage. The unhappy 
Hindoos, in a state of distraction, slow their females, then rushed 
out upon the enemy '; but the clTorts of this undisciplined crowd 
availed nothing against the Avarliko array of the Moguls; the 
streets soon sti-eamed Avith blood; and, after a short contest, the 
natives Avero led captu'e by hundreds from the desolate Avails. 

■ Timur, under Avhat impulse does not appeal*, instead of advanc- 
ing into the rich countries of Oude and -Bengal, directed his march 
toAvards the Upper Ganges, and reached that river hear Hurdwar. 
He then suddenly formed the resolution of retracing his steps, and 
proceeded along the loAver borders of the Himalayah range, main- 
taining seA'ere combats Avith its brave inhabitants, and everyAA’here 
marking his path Avith blood. Having suppressed an insurrec- 
tion at Lahore, he recrossed the Indus, and entered Avithout delay 
upon the grand expedition in AA’hich he vanquished Bajazet, and 
laid prostrate for a time the rising empire of the Ottomans. 
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• This youth proved perhaps tho most singular personage in 
oriental history, lie was tho knight-errant of Asia, and spent 
his whole life in losing or winning kingdoms. Tho adventures 
w’hich the romance-writers of the i^Cddle Ages ascribe to their 
heroes were realized in him. At one moment he was ruler of a 
great empire, in tho next he had scarcely a hut to shelter him ; 
now he was at tho head of a numerous army, and now ho was 
scarcely able to muster a hundred adherents. Once, when ejected 
from his native land, and seeing his followers reduced to two 
hundred and forty, he determined to attack Samarcand, the mili- 
taiy capital of Asia, and defended by a strong anny. lie 
approached at midnight, scaled tho walls, was joined by a number 
of friends, made the city resound with shouts' of victory, and pro- 
duced such an alarm, that Shubiani tho sovereign fled, abandon- 
ing his metropolis and dominions, to Baber, who held them for a 
considerable time. Driven afterwards from this and other posses- 
sions, and having no. longer any district which owned his power, 
he resolved to carry war into' Oabul. Tho state of anarchy in 
'which that country was involved made the people eagerly wel- 
come a chief of vigorous character and high reputation, who might 
suppress tho rival claims by which it was distracted. On tho 
same grounds he was invited to Caudahar. A formidable insur- 
rection was raised against him; but challenging successively tivo 
omrahs, he slew them in single combat, when the hostile army 
Avas moved with such admiration that they at once submitted. 

Baber having established himself in Cabul, undertook several 
expeditions to the borders of Hindostan, and the countries on the 
Indus. A considerable time, however, elapsed, ere, in his own 
figurative langage, he finally “ placed his footstep in the stiiTup 
of I'csolution,” and stood forth as a candidate for the imperial 
thi'one. He marched upon Delhi with only 13,000 horse, while 
Ibrahim came to meet him with a hundred thousand cavalry and 
a thousand elephants; but the bravery and experience of the 
hardy sons of the mountains more than compensated the inequality 
of numbers. The Moslems, ignorant of the military art, drew up 
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. CHAJPXER Yin. 

THE MOaUL DYNASTY TO ADRF.NGZEBE. 

Baber— Ilia Death and Character— Gumataon— Ills Explotia— Driven firorn the Empircr- 
Misfortuncs— Reign orshcro— llumaloon Tetnni\ and again mounts Uio Tltronc— Ahbar 
snccccds— Ills daring Aclilevomcnta— ilodo of governing— Ayceii Akberry— I’ortngucse 
Missions ftom Goa— Reign of Jchnnglrc— Visit of lla«kina— Embassy of Sir Thomas Iloo 
. —The Mogul Court— Rebellions against Jcltanglre— Ills Death— Reign of Shah Jehan — 
Rebellion of Lodi— Sons of Shah Jclian—Tlicir Contests for tho Sovereignty— Success of 
Anrengzebe— Dethrones Ida Rather and becomes Emperor. 

Baber was now seated on tlic throne of India ; but it was not as 
yet cither secure or firmly established. The Patan omrahs, 
holding sway each in his separate province, detested the Mogul 
rule as a foreign usurpation, while they had gained to their interest 
the leading Rajpoot princes, the bravest part of tho Hindoo popu- 
lation. An army of 100,000 men was mustered in tho west, 
headed by Slahmoud, brother to tho late emperor. The young 
ruler, surrounded on all sides by open enemies or fiilse allies, and 
having none on whom he could repose confidence except the small 
band whom he had brought down from tho mountains, was in a 
truly critical position. His troops were struck with panic; some 
even of his boldest captains advised . him to retreat into Cabul, or 
at least to the provinces on the Indus. But his lofty spirit 
indignantly repelled the idea of renouncing w'ithout a struggle so 
great .an empire. Ho proclaimed that the .voice of honour was 
loud in his ear, and with, an enthusiasm which communicated itself 
to his adherents, exclaimed, '‘Since death is inevitable, it is 
glorious to meet , him with courage, face to face, rather than to 
shrink back, to gain a few years of a miserable and ignominious 
existence; since what can we inherit but fame beyond the limits 
of the grave; ” — quoting to the same effect some ver.ses from the 
Shah Nameh. Availing luinself of tho circumstance that a great 
proportion of the enemy professed the Hindoo faith, he appealed 
to the religious zeal of his troops, and made them swear on tho 
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by his renowned ancestor. Yet his talents arc observed to have 
been rather those of n daring partisan than of a skilful leader. 
He was almost as often defeated ns victorious, and for a long 
period lost kingdoms us fast as ho W'on them. But in tho latter 
part of his reign his military policy seems to have assumed a 
more fixed chai-actcr, and in tho great battles on the plains of 
lliudostau bo showed no want of the most consummate general- 
ship. His bodily sti'cngth and dexterity both in sports and' war- 
like exercises are described os almost preternatural. He was a 
master in the arts of poetry and music; and tho Commentaries in 
which he has related the events of his own life, and of which 
Doctor Leyden and Mr. Erskino have furnished an excellent 
translation, though they display not any profound habits of philo- 
sophical reflection, manifest much strong sense, combined with an 
acUve spirit of observation, as applied to the various scenes w’hich 
passed before him. They exhibit also an interesting view of tho 
manners of oriental courts and camps. The high moral qualities 
which have been ascribed to him appear somewhat more proble- 
matical. His disposition was amiable, generous, and open; and 
though his conduct in the field was staiued by some examples of 
the barbarity incident to his nation, clemency and humanity were 
often signally displayed even towards his most inveterate enemies. 
His protection of mercantile caravans, on occasions when the laws 
of war would have authorized him to plunder them, and thus to 
supply his most urgent w'ants, marks an equitable and liberal 
disposition. Yet we nowhere see in him the pleasing picture of a 
monarch devoting himself in peace to the improvement of his 
country and the happiness of his people, — a spectacle so repeatedly 
exhibited even by the slave-sovereigns of the Patan dynasty. It 
is true the unsettled state of his fortunes left him little leisure for 
these tranquil and benignant cares; yet this also was owing in no 
small degree to his restless temper, which impelled him continually 
to new schemes of conquest and personal aggrandizement. Al- 
though, at one period of his life, he rigidly abstained from wine, 
he afterwards indulged to great excess, and even gives a disgust- 


‘jontnt B .Tjoq Fjq Sut.vBO^ ‘poip oq naqAV ?nq £ ^iJiiqB aon TOopsm 
XBnba qiptt jBqqoa qSnoqj *f(aBO;C aniu aoBjd Biq paqddns unjag uos 
Ffjj ‘ifquHjjBa pnojiBti V paaapTSiioa bbav 'babo^ OAg jo pua aqj 
qu ‘qjBop sn[ pas ! panSiaa Xqunaas pjouaS 'oqBiotAUi pamuquiBin 
FBAv ODiqsnp ‘osnadxo oqqnd oqq qB paqBpouinioaaB bbav aaqoABaq 
oqq oaaqAv 'oSois XaaAa qB SBaasnBABABa puB ‘paitui OAvq Ajbao qaai 
B qqjAv ‘sDOjq-qmjj qipw, paiapioq pBoi-qSiq b paouoj sbav aaaqq 
‘enpuj aqq oq bbSubq oqq nioaj ‘uBqsopmYj jo qqpBoaq aiiqua eqq 
gBoaay •ojduiBxo bb papaqpB tiSiaa aauuoj ou qajqA\ jo opas b bo 
OJOAV ‘uSia.iaAOs oqq nodn ^pBaanaS OApAop ‘qsBg oqq bj ‘qoiqAv 
' iBjaqaABjq jo noi|BpotuuroaaB aqq aoj BquamaSaBaJB btjj '.laqB^ 
JO asnoq aqq oq oauBtSajp qqSijs XtOA B jCpo paAio oq ‘«b}bj; b 
6B ‘qnq £ qi panioS oq qaiqAV Xq BOSBaaq nqq Smaapisuoa ‘paqgtnoq 
-SB oaB suBiJoqsiq pSopf oqq qaiqAV. qB *jpAV puB iCpsiAV oaqdaas 
aqq paXoAvs ojx ‘opis XaOAo bo Bqinijj sqi papttaqxo puB 'aaidtua 
oqq JO aaqsBxu paqndsjpnti outoaaq poq Bnq^ oaoqg outiqBBajq 

•paqstnbuBA jCpqojdHtoa qsBj qB sn.w ‘fiBOiqsip qaoaS oq Xqpa 
-qBadoa Biiq ^^ntanpaa aaqj« ‘oqav ‘oAjqBpa siq Xq passoioq ^jqnBqs 
-BOO qSnoqq ‘.fqjo qofjq ut baboX ohju panJJtoa ojx 'Suiq b btbSb 
jiasKiiq ptinoj puB ‘aoniad Suno.C oqq paoBaquio ‘soqBS oqq paaoqBO 
BOOiBBinjx ‘qBaaqaa b paanatumoa ‘sqwnaoqpB siq qqjAv ‘puB 'anqao 
poqBqipnm siq paaunouaa UBiaoqaBq ot|j, •paqnaqodaod oaoAV paap 
puaoq oqq ji sqBoaqq ]njp«aap qsout oqq SutppB Xpo 'oaoAOsaad 
oq BotqBtnmaaqap siq passaadsa ‘opaqaads jiyupd siqq Xq paAOuinn. 
‘aaqqBj oq j, ’Xqia oqq iiodn qaoqqa ub oq paaaoad pqnoqs aoqqaj oqq 
j[ qqcop oq pjjqo oqq qnd qqiAvqqaoj ppoA\ oq qaqq SniqBtutqBt ‘o|id 
]Baannj b oq ptmoq jsqqy Xoq stq fjibai oqq bo poqiqiqxo ‘jBAiaaB 
siq no ‘pmi ‘qoBoaddn siq poqiBA\B aaqqoaq sjq oaaqj^ ‘inq'JO 
qsHjBi/n ooaoj aoiaoiItiB b qqrA\ papaoooad oq uaqAv ‘unq oq paaoptioa 
-ans BOOS qaiqAi ‘aBqnpuBQ oq oSais piBj pUB poainiApB qxon ojp 
MiBjum\i Xq padansn Booq SujABq oanjAoad qvqq ‘XapiAia {BaaoqBjj 
Xq paanqtmoaua b;bJ?b sbav oq oaoipw ‘pquo ^**-'5} P^qoww 
ojl ‘oaidiHO qso| siq jn XaoAoaoa oqq in poXopluio oq oq ‘iiom 
])Hi!fTioqq iioq qqiAV paqRjiianf rbav oq ‘qqiqj onaq Xpo oqq pjoq Ft Xaq 
-utioo quqq in ijoiqAV ‘Xsoaoq ao pooaa qBiqg oqq oaiiaqiito oq paoaSii 
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iit'cd condition to Agra. Tbo brotlicrs, seeing that their di.<iunion 
was about to produce tbo ruin of their bouse, rallied round the 
emperor, . though not with the requisite cordiality. This last, 
haring recruited his ranks, marched against Shcre Khan, but was 
again' completely defeated, obliged to abandon bis capital, and to 
seek refuge among the minor princes on the border. Few, how- 
ever, remained faithful to the fallen monarch. After being 
obliged to flee from several courts, ho sought protection in that of 
Maldco, who had - been the most urgent in his proffers of amity 
and alliance; but finding that this base chief had resolved to 
seize and deliver bun to the enemy, he felt himself compelled to 
remove instantly with his few remaining adherents across the 
Western Desert to the banks of the Indus. In this march ho 
experienced a pressure of calamity, such as ‘scarcely ever befell 
even the most unfortunate princes of the East. His horse having 
dropped down dead with fatigue and thirst, the lord of the world 
could not procure another, 'till' a common trooper desired his own 
mother to quit that' on which she rode, and give it to him. ‘ After 
sufiering dreadful agonies for want of water, the party come to a 
well in which there was abundance; but they had only one 
bucket, and when it was drawn up, such crowds rushed forward, 
that, the rope breaking, it fell to the bottom, and several were 
precipitated after it. Meantime the rearguard was repeatedly 
obliged to turn and repulse the enemy,' who pursued’ close behind. 
Many of them perished ere' theyreacbed Amercot, on the opposite 
boundary of the desert. In the depth of this calamity, it was 
announced to the emperor that his sultana had given birth to a 
son, the celebrated Akbar, afterwards the greatest prince of the 
East ; but meantime he was obliged to pursue his flight, leaving 
his infant child to fall into the hands of a treacherous chief, by 
whom he was delivered over to Kamran, his brother and mortal 
enemy. 

• Humaioon sought refuge in Persia, and was received with the 
most magnificent hospitality by Shah Tamasp, who enabled him 
even to maintain the outward forms of imperial rank. Having 
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•uiiMznsaunv ox xxsvxxa ^inooit am 


0Q5. 



THE MOGUIi dynasty TO ADKENGZEBE. 205 

the empire, during the short reigns of Mohammed and Ibrahim, 
was distracted by dissensions among the royal family, and by the 
revolt of numerous omrahs and viceroys. The friends of Humaioon 
then assured him, that his appeai'ance with an army in any degree 
formidable would at once lay in the dust this ill-cemented domi- 
nion. Not being yet veiy firmly seated on the throne of Cabul, 
he felt considerable hesitation in answering this call; but at 
length he mustered 15,000 horse, and marched to the Indus, 
whei'e. Byram, his best general, joined him with a body of vete- 
rans from Candahar. 

The army having crossed the river, first encountered Tartar 
Khan, goveimor of Lahore, whom Byram surprised and defeated. 
Meantime the Patan omrahs had placed on the throne Seconder, 
nephew to Shere Khan, a prince qualified to lead them with vigour 
and talent. Having assembled 80,000 men, he proceeded to meet 
the invader ; and the battle was fought with an obstinacy suitable 
to the great prize for which the parties contended. On the side 
of the Moguls, it was conducted with energy and prudence by 
Humaioon and Byram ; but it was chiefly distinguished for the 
splendid heroism exhibited by the young Akbar, then scarcely 
thirteen, whose example inspired the troops with almost super- 
natural ardour. The Patan host was at length completely routed 
and dispersed, and Secunder fled into the mountains of the north, 
leaving all the fine plain of Hindostan open to the conqueror. 

Humaioon advanced to Delhi, and seated himself on his father’s 
throne, from which he had been thirteen yeai's excluded. He 
mounted it, however, only that he might die in possession ; for in 
less than a year after, descending the marble stairs of the palace, 
he fell, and was so severely bruised that he expired in a few days. 
He was a prince, brave, amiable, and learned, and his life was 
diversified with greater vicissitudes than that perhaps of any other 
eastern monarch. These are imputed in a great measure to his 
excessive lenity, especially towards brothers who ill deserved it ; 
Ferishta even decides, that had he been a worse man, he would 
have been a greater ruler. No example, indeed, can afford a 
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marching at .the rate of eighty miles , daily, reached in little more 
than a week the scene of action. When the enemy’s scouts, in- 
quiring whose array it Avas, were' informed that it Avas led by the 
king, of kings, and brought thencAvs to their camp, the rebels, 
struck AA’ith this eventsas almost miraculous, Avere AA'ith difficulty 
Avithheld from immedia^ flight. . They Avere, hoAvever, compelled 
into, the field ; hut after a brisk action, Avere completely defeated^ 
and their commauder taken. Akhar, VA'hile his soldiers AA'ere en- 
gaged in the pursuit,' remained with 200 men bn the top of a hill', 
Avhere he saw advancing against him a body of 5000 horse, Avhom 
the enemy had not been able to bring forward to the main battle. 
His officers urged the necessity of instant retreat ; biit, rejecting 
this ignoble counsel, he caused the imperial drums to beat, and 
led on his small detachment as if it had been the van of a great 
army. The others, thus deceived, fled,, and were pursued for 
several miles. On the same day the emperor entered Ahmedahad, 
and the insurrection Avas finally suppressed. On a different occa- 
sion, with not more than 150 horse, he attacked the rear of a large 
detachment, and gained some adA'antage, AV'hich struck the Avhole 
host AA’ith such astonishment that they dispei'sed in every direc- 
tion. HaA’ing afterwards to contend Avith Daood, the subahdar of 
Bengal, he challenged him to single combat in so daring a manner, 
that the latter slunk off without A'enturing to face the emperor in 
the field. 

These proceedings AA’ei’e much out of military rule, and unsuit- 
able to the monarch of fifty millions of men, and the commander 
of a mighty anny. Yet the Hindoos, and the Orientals in 
general, are AA’onderfully acted on by impressions of the marvel- 
lous, .and are prone to exaggci'ate AA'hatever has any tincture of 
that quality. The daring exploits of Akhar, therefoi’e, invested 
him in their eyes Avith a mysterious and preteimatural character, 
AA’hich AA’ithered the hearts of his enemies, and secui’ed victory 
better than the most ably-conductcd operations of a regular cam- 
paign. Thus he not only pi’eseiwed the central proA'inces in com- 
plete tranquillity, but reduced Guzerat, Bengal, part of the Deccan, 
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^Ycro divided, aud their respective forms of worship and belief. 
Ilaving heard, therefore, of n new people from a distant region of 
the earth, professing a religion altogether different from any held 
in India, he expressed a desire to see and converse with them. 
A letter was sent to the Portuguese at Goa, requesting that cer- 
tain missionaries would come with all the boohs of their law and 
gospel, assuring them of the most honourable reception. The 
name of the !Mogul conveyed to European cars some impressions 
of terror; but the pious individuals selected for this duty deter- 
mined that no such motives should induce them to decline an 
opening which might lead to important results. '^On the 9d 
December 156S, accordingly, three, — ^^iquaviva, JXonserrate, aud 
Enriques, — took their departure for Surat. 

Iluving reached that capiUil, the missionaries, under the escort 
of a body of horse, crossed first the Tuptce and then the Ncr- 
budda ; after which they passed Mandoo, which they concluded 
must have been one of the greatest cities in the world, ns its ruins 
covered a space sixteen leagues in circumference. They next 
came to the largo town of Ougein. On their way they had an 
opportunity of observing the superstitious practices of the Eani- 
aus, who would neither kill nor witness the death of any living 
thing, aud who, while they neglected the sick and infirm among 
their brelliren, inaiuUiincd highly-endowed hospitals for various 
species of birds aud beasts. A Portuguese captain contrived to 
extort money by merely collecting a number of dogs, and threat- 
ening to lull them if a ransom were not paid. There were seen 
also in every town pyramids of various fonn and size, reared in 
memory of ladies who had burned themselves on the tombs of their 
husbands. The missionaries, from the peculiarity of their appear- 
ance and dress, were sometimes exposed to insult, and sometimes 
excited immoderate bursts of laughter; but the Mogul guard 
protected them from any serious annoyance. Bands of pilgrims 
wera met coming from the ceremony of holy ablation in the 
Ganges, to obtain the full benefit of which they had been shaven 

all over. At length, on the 19th February, the Christians were 
o 
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trial with impunity, to prove the superior excellence of his faith : 
he invited them to do the same with the Bible. The friars, who 
were not -without some pretensions to supernatural power, were 
considerably embarrassed by this proposal. They urged, however, 
that after hanng so triumphantly supported the truth in succes- 
sive conferences, which they were ready to repeat, it could not be 
justly expected that they should expose themselves to such an 
irrational and perilous test. Another disputation was held, which 
had the same issue as the foregoing ; but Akbar returned to bis 
proposal, Tmdertaking that the moollah should leap in ftrst, pro- 
vided one of the Mars would engage to follow; and hinting that 
he merely wished to see how the other would extricate himself 
from his daring pretensions ; but, after deliberation, they -wisely 
determined not to appeal to such a questionable criterion of re- 
ligious faith. The emperor having been disappointed of this 
exhibition, and the attractions of novelty having worn oft, he saw 
them more and more rarely; and his attention being finally dis- 
tracted by insurrections which had broken out in Cabul and 
Bengal, he seemed wholly to forget his pious visiters; who, find- 
ing no longer any motive to protract their stay, returned to Goa 
in May 1583. 

In 1591, he sent to request another mission, the members zz 
which went through the same round as their predecessors, lizzz 
well received, and finally neglected. Their stay was not sf tst 
long duration. Four years after be was again seised Aci & 
similar desire, and despatched a letter, -nith so pnrriies 
and kind expressions, that the government coaid zai refise w 
gratify him a third time. The court being then iz. ZsIz-k, ihs 
Portuguese,were obliged to proceed by Dazisez to CAStsay, 
thence to cross the greet "lYestem Desert :i,e city yzsz 

mentioned, they saw 20,000 persons settiag ozz on a pilgrizsan? 
to the Ganges, and were considerably eatned by tlsir solemn nnZ 
serious deportment. The '.vildemess was troised jn 
with a large caravan, comprising 4.00 tamels, a great 
horsemen, and multitudes on foot A£er a di'-^Siry Tni>r.»M 
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hij parent and contCAsed his guilt; but, with those sentlincnta of 
honour which seem to have been always strong in his mind, ho 
refmed to give any iufonnatiou which might lettd to the dutcutiou 
of his accomplices. Ucing, however, placed in clo^e conriucment, 
ho bad the agoi»y of being led out day uiler day to see his dearest 
friends and most devoted adherents put to de.ith amid the most 
cruel tortures, lie w.a3 released ten ye.ars after, though only to 
be assassinated by his brother, Shah dehan. 

Jehangiro began his reign with a crime, to which be was 
impelled by an unhappy combination of circumstances. A young 
Tartar lady, born in the Desert, of jmor ihough noble parents, wjis 
brought to Delhi, where sho grew up, .and was considered tho 
most beautiful and siccompliabcd woman in ludix She received 
the title of ^Ihcr*ul-}{issa, or the Sun of Women, but w:u after* 
w.ards called ^oor Johan, and sometimes Noor Mahal. The 
emperor, before mounting the throne, saw* and was dazzled with 
her charms; the [Kissiou was mutual, but she had been betrothed 
to Shore Afliun, a Turkotman of distinguished merit, and a tie w:is 
thus formed, which, according to Indian idc;is, w.as iiidi.4solubIu. 
Ahbar hononnibly, though perimps not wisely, insisted that bis 
son’s pas;>ioti should not iulurfcre tu prevent the completion of the 
union. Dut the latter no sooner betaunu the ruler of India, than 
ho di.'.cavered the means of gratifying his guilty inclination. Sliere 
Afkun, however, was so brave and so jrapular that bo durst not 
openly put him to de.atb, but fouud it necessary to have recourse 
to the meanest stratagems. lie contrived to involve him in 
combats with on elephant and a tiger, under such circumstances 
as seemed to ensure bis fate; but Shore, in both instances, cxtrl* 
cated himself by exertions of almost preternatural strength. At 
Icugtli a nobleman, whose name was Ivuttub, received the high 
ofilce of Subabdar of llcngal on the base condition of ridding bis 
master of this bated rival. Yet forty assassins employed for this 
purpose were beaten off, and it was necessary to un^c the attack 
with a little army. Even then Afkun performed prodigies of 
valour, slew Kuttub himself, bis worthless enemy, os be sat on 
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with OAch other, nnttcipAtod the most nlariniii^ cn'ccts from tliid 
new rivalry. They were, sccomlcd hya I’orlnjjucso Jesuit, whoso 
antipathy, both roligiou'i and i>oliiIcal, led liim to iiiahu the utmost 
e-iTortd to ruiu the iCugliJt. Ouo day, Ilawkins rcceival thu dis* 
agreeable intolligcueo, that two of his boats, on their way bclwcuii 
the ship aud thu shore, had been aei/.cd by thu Porlugucsu ; whose 
commander, on having a reinonstr.'uicu addressed to him respecting 
this outrage, did nut deign un .answer, hut spoho to thu messenger 
in the mu::t coutempluous terms of thu llritish monarch, wlioin Iiu 
described as a king of ftshermeti, and imastcr only of an in.dgniti- 
cant little island. Hawkins having atlurwards met an utiicer of 
that nation, and represunted to him thu impropriety of tliis conduct, 
was told that those .seas belonged to the King of Portugal, and 
none were entitled to trade in them without his liceii.-;u. The 
Prlltsb capt:nu requested him to convey to his superior a retort 
at once most indigmaut and scornful, accompanied with a chal- 
lenge to single combat, wliich was not accepted. The boat.s, 
meantime, with their captured crews ami cargoes, were sent to 
Goa; .and the EnghVhman, iiiste.ad of seeing any hope of redress 
from the Hindoo authorities, found rea.^on to believe that thu 
delays which he had endured were contrived solely to enable thu 
enemy to collect their vessels, and accomplish their outrageous 
dcsigiLS. They now laid wait fur him, and attempted to brcjik 
into his house; nor could he go .about his aifair.s in the city with- 
out the danger of being murdered. L.astly, ^locrib himself 
arrived ; but, instead of affording to him cither relief or compen- 
sation, only amu.sed himself with picking out from among his 
goods whatever appeared desirable, tmd taking them at his own 
price, which was .alway.s most inadequate and very ill paid. 

Under these accmnuluted grievances, Hawkins determined to 
follow the advice, early given to him, of visiting the Mogul him- 
self at Agra ; hut !Mocrib, thu author of this suggestion, conscious 
of the just complaints which might now be urged against himself, 
had become anxious to prevent the journey. He furnished only 
ii very slender escort, with the intention, it was suspected, of in- 
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to escape by saying that bis conscience would not allow bim to 
marry any but a Christian, trusting that none such would be 
found in this quarter of the world. However, the emperor’s 
search was so diligent that bo produced a young Armenian 
maiden, with whom the captain could not refuse to join bis fates ; 
and to this union, though be afterwards found that it was not 
legal in England, be honourably adhered, and declares that be 
was thereby made extremely happy. 

Hawkins being now in the full stream of favour, and learning 
that another vessel, the Ascension, was coming to Surat, had no 
difficulty in obtaining an imperial eommission, under the great 
seal with golden letters, authorizing his countrymen to trade. 
His satisfaction was complete when, in consequence of accumulated 
complaints from other quarters, his arch-enemy Mocrib was sum- 
moned to court, and punished with the confiscation of all his 
effects. These were so exceedingly numerous, that it afforded for 
two months a daily task to the emperor to examine them, and select 
the best for his own use. The captain had the satisfaction of point- 
ing out several articles which he himself had lodged as presents for 
his majesty, though they had never reached their destination. 

The tide of royal kindness, which had now reached its height, 
from this moment began to ebb. Mocrib, after being stripped of 
his most valuable property, was restored again to favour, and 
allowed to resume his government, being simply exhorted to 
conduct himself with greater circumspection ; but, before his de- 
parture, he took care to do the English every ill office in his 
power. All those who were about the emperor — the omrahs, the 
officers of state, and more especially the Jesuits — united with him 
in their endeavours to undermine the influence enjoyed by stran- 
gers and infidels. It was represented to Jehangire that, by open- 
ing his trade to this strange people, he would altogether disgust 
the Portuguese, a much more opulent and powerful nation, who 
would not only themselves desert his ports, but were able to pre- 
vent others &om entering them. These arguments, enforced by 
a balass ruby of uncommon size and brilliancy, so wrought upon 
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^laaiaas qSnoqi ‘pniqaara 30 saXa aqj pa^zzap mab jaqj Edaqjad 
prpnaids jBoni aqj 'j.inoa eiqj 30 saiuomajaa pua dniod aqj Snt 
'AJaBqo30 .{jinnjjoddo pooS a paq Bamoq j, Jtg ‘Xajs Biq SnT.Tn(j 
i/aaijBar pua anouoq qjjAV paqjoja pua ‘FJiajgn ^jaiqini ui pajq 
‘pjojsaauB Bjq uiojj papuaasap XjjqSu Suiq a ojufq „ ‘paspa-ippa 
‘uSiajaAOS qEijug; aqj oj aajja^ a paAiaaai uuAa ajj yajaadsa 
pua pasiniojd uaaq paq qatqAV juajKB jjnj aqj oj jou qSnoqj ‘uaiujg 
a ajnaojd oj uitq paiqana jBa[ ja aanaiaABSAad pna Bsajppa fl,iopns 
-Baqmaoqj jnq iaanud jnnjFUoanf sjqj Jo pnrtu oqj ut Biiopanjang 
pninijuoa paanpojd oqAV ‘FauasiaApa pjaaAvod qans jsujaSa punojS 
Fjq tirejniani ua ja pinoa nq A\oq SuiBudans bbav jj •aaiSuaqajf 
30 uos ajunoAUj aqj uaqj ‘jiaqaf qaqg 6p.u!A\aaija ‘umaAuqQ 
/q pua ‘jajFinun auiud bu papaaaans a\ou paq oqAv ‘naq;vi qdosy 
Xq pajjodduB bbav nq babiiaa ‘janoa ja buav ‘puB|°Hji 30 Guiana 
pajooi aqj ‘tiaq^x qwaoj^ •sniqAiajj oj BacjaAna Xuaiu os pasnaa 
paq jaqj |aqao aippoq ninas aqj iCq pauoddo jpsutiq pnnoj uoos 
jnq J*!*! ll'J aiajqo oj padoq jCipnoj otiitj ouios joj Bnaioqj^ 

jjg ‘qaAnuom oqj pua jopasBaquin oqj uaaAvjaq pasRad uoijas 
'jaAiioa jBjnaof naAO pua .laqintaj qanui pua ‘paA\o|pj saanaABjiioa 
jaqjo Xiiaj^ 'passajpoA Xpuj oq pjnoqs asaqj jaqj paiuRsa bbav 
‘paqapaiuqy pTia jajng ja pajayuB opa.ij qRuSug aqj qaiqAV Boana 
-ABuS oqj ajajB oj pajjniuad 2 niaq pjia '.Bjatjanoa aqj j\a 30 jaqj 
uaqj jat|2jq naajd a ‘pauiajai BpAaA\Aajja aoAO pua ‘paA\o|p! bbav 
oq A^atAaajtii jxaii nqj jy •aqq aqj pauiajqo jaAa paq 'uaiBAOj ao 
AOtiJia ‘jopaKfiaquia .laqjo on pnAURsa bbav aq jaqj 'laipaoa ob 
uojjdaaoi a jam pua *Rjn 3 Ka.ul pua jajjaj \a^0A aqj pajaApap aji 
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A few years after, it was (Icfcmiincil to make an attempt to 
place tlto IBritisIi affairs in India on a moro satisfactory footing, 
by sending out an embassy direct from the king, with ample 
presents and all such circumstances of pomp as might produce an 
impression on the proud oriental potentate. Sir Thomas Koo 
accordingly sailed from Gravesend on the 21th January 1615, 
with the Lion and Peppercorn, commanded by Captains Pe^Mon 
and Boughton. After passing along the eastern coast of Africa, 
and touching at Socotra, ho arrived in September at Surat, 
where he was landed in great pomp, with eighty mcn-at-anns. 
By asserting his privileges as ambassador of a powerful monarch, 
ho escaped in a great measure the ** barbarous search," as well 
as various exactions usually practised on merchants. On the , 
15th of November he reached Burhanpoor, and had a splendid 
audience of Prince Purvez, second son to the sult.in, who in this 
place represented the IMogul sovereignty, though the real power 
rested with Khan Channa, commander of the forces. The young 
viceroy is described as mounted on a species of stage, like the 
mock-kings at a theatre ; and the ambassador expressing a wish 
to go up, was told that neither the Grand Turk nor the King of 
Persia could be so honoured. On his requesting a scat, ho was 
told no man ever sate in that place. Tho prince, however, pro- 
mised to admit Sir Thom.as presently to a moro private audience; 
but unluckily, among other gifts, his highness had received a caso 
of botilc.s, of which he made such diligent use as to be soon wholly 
out of a condition to fulfil his engagement. 

As tho Mogul sovereign was then resident at Ajmere, Boo pro- 
ceeded thither through tho country of tho Bajpoots. On his way 
he admired the situation of Chittorc, which ho compfircs to a 
tomb of wonderful magnificence. Above a hundred temples, 
many lofty towers, and houses innumerable, were seen crowning 
the lofty rock on which it stood; but it was at this time entirely 
deserted. On tho 23d December, Sir Thomas arrived at Ajmere, 
but did not go to court till the 10th January 1616, when ho 
waited on the emperor at the durbar, or place of public audience. 
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poB ‘^;nnS aBq2[ qiJ*>oi\[ paoBBoaojd SaiABq ja;jY ‘spnpiA 
•ipp pa;aadsns jo spooS aq; asn baio Bp p SapBDsgBoa bi paiCB[d 
'Sip Xgapa ;i pBg aAi BaqAi ‘pooAmBa ;BqA\aBios saiaoaaq 'B|o;xa 
^p3p os Aio(j qapAi ‘aopstifai jo paj;Bq sp >CpBpai;jBd ojobi 
pBB ‘aapsnr sig; ,/pi Soiaq BBq; asjoAi si qapAv ‘bjoaoS o; aam 
][B sjajgns aq ;8q; ‘Bopisodsip b pooS os jo st ag; „ — rSai^BS jfq 
‘i[p;B.inaoB mp aquasap o; soiaas sBoioqj, jig ‘ajidiaa bb ;BajS 
os JO BBjaoaoo otp Saponpaoo joj rap pa;;gBn OABq o; ^tJBOa 
SB BopBpiaBA poB 6saaqB8Av JO qanra os q;iAi paBiqraoa JBadds 
jadraa; jo ssaapBiq paB ^;proBj sig ’bj8;ijai p;Bapio aq; ^q 
paaBBOBOjd soiJiCSaBBd qSp aq; q;iAV spjoaaB iCpojBos ajiSoBqajp 
JO ja;oBJBqo aq; jo sjopaABj; asaq; q;oq iCq BaAiS AvaiA aqj, 
'sapapS ;jnoa jo apjia aq; pa;a^draoa 'ssaaxa ;soni;n aq; o; 
paiJjBa ‘BopBopio;aj *ja;;nq paB ‘[Bara ‘bjoo ;BareSB ‘j£[;sb[ ‘poB 
‘saaids pnB Bq;o[o qaiJ ;saiBSB ;xaa ‘spAvaf puB p[oS ;sbibSb Baq; 
‘Baadnj;sdiBSB;sjg ‘sapas aq; o;ai ;iid sbav ‘draod pnj bi pa^CBJJB 
‘nosjad B,JOjadma aq; amp qopAi ;b „‘3aiqSiaAi [b^oj „ aq; iCq 
papjqgB sbai ?qSpap qonra ‘boisbooo jaq;oBB bq •sran[d-JBSns 
JOJ op BOJppqa SB raaq; joj papuiBJOs puB joog aq; bo saAps- 
-Btaq; Avajq; ppoAi aq; bi ;jnoo ;sa;BajS aq; jo BpjO[ ^;qSira asaq; 
BaqM i sqBjrao sp jo aaaasajd bi panojS aq; bo raaq; ja;;Bas pBB 
‘spuomp jaA[is pBB po3 jo jaq;o aq; paB ‘saiqtu jo pnj aao ‘saxoq 
o.w; oqB; o; bbai ;aaraasnraB japa sp ‘iCBp-q;jiq spSiajaAos aq; 
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selves on business. At eight in tbo evening be once more np- 
l)cared in un open court, called tbo Guzel Khanu, where he spent 
tbo time chiefly in gay and oa.sy conversation with his favourites. 
In the durbai*, the royal throne was surrounded by two successive 
railings, tho innermost of which enclosed a place for the ambas- 
sadors, ofHccrs of state, and persons of the first distinction. Tho 
outer space avos filled with chiefs of secondary dignity ; while a 
wide open area at a greater distance was assigned to tho multi- 
tude; all of whom, however, cnjoj’ed a full view of his majesty's 
person. To this routine the emperor was completely enslaved, 
.and could not be excused for a single day, unless ho were sick or 
drunk, which it was ncccssarj' to explain; but “two days no 
reason can excuse.” All tho state-proceedings and ordinances 
were equally public, being d.aily written down, and allowed to bo 
perused for a trifling fee. Thus every event and resolution iwas 
immcdi.atcly known to all tho people; and even Sir Thomas’ Eng- 
lish feelings were scandalized by seeing the most secret councils 
of the prince, and his changeful purposes, “ tossed and censured 
by every rasc.al.” 

Our traveller, on sevcr.al occasions of gaiety and festival, had 
other opportunities of beholding the pomp of the Mogul court. 
It consi.stcd chiefly in tho immense profusion of precious stones, 
Avhich this sovereign made it bis aim, by present:!, purchase, or 
plunder, to collect from every quarter, 'riio person of the emperor 
on high anniversaries was not only covered, but eompletcly laden 
with diamonds, pearls, and rubies. Even tho elephants, when 
they went in procession, besides having all their trjippings richly 
gilded, had their heads adorned with valuable jewels. Tho 
ambassador Avas particularly dazzled, after tho monarch h.ad taken 
tho field, Avith tho nange of tbo royal tents surrounded by a Avail 
h.alf a mile in circuit. Those of tho nobles exhibited the most 
elegant shapes and brilliant A'aricty of colours. Ho declares it 
“ one of tho greatest rarities and magnificences” he ever saAV, tho 
AA'holo vale resembling a beautiful city. But amid all this shoAV 
we see feiv or no traces of any refined or intellectual tastes. On 
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best friends. The belief prevailed, apparently not •without foun- 
dation, that she •was' studying to raise to the throne Shariar, her 
own sou, to the prejudice of the elder branches of her husband’s 
family; and this was at least the alleged motive of the formidable 
rebellion raised against the emperor by Shah Jehan, the ablest of 
his children, who had gained great reputation and influence by a 
successful war in the Deccan. That prince, by another crime, 
paved his way to the throne. Chnsero, his elder brother, whose 
rebellion had chequered the opening of Jehangire’s reign, was 
released fi’om his long confinement, and placed under the shah’s 
care; but one morning his favourite wife entered his tent and 
found him weltering in his blood, shed by an assassin. She 
filled the camp and city with her cries: Jehan repaired to the 
spot, and by the deep concern he expressed, escaped at first all 
suspicion; yet his father and the public became afterwards con- 
vinced that the guilt of this murder rested upon his head. 

The emperor, in the dangerous situation in which he was now 
placed, had, however, a faithful fnend and servant, Mobabet 
Kban, who supported his crown -with devoted zeal, and whose 
valour gained for him repeated victories over the rebellious Sbah 
Jehan. Even when that prince repaired successively to Guzerat 
and Bengal, whei-e he succeeded in raising several new armies, 
Mohabet still pursued him, and at last reduced his afifairs to a 
desperate condition. When this commander, however, had re- 
turned to court, expecting the gratitude due for such signal services, 
he found a complete change in the sentiments of his sovereign. 
Noor Jehan, never ceasing to be the evil genius of Jehangire, 
joined with other enemies in making him believe that this virtuous 
guai’dian of his throne had entered into a conspiracy for his 
deposition. Mohabet, soon learning how affairs stood at court, 
determined not to sacrifice himself by obeying the order to repair 
thither, but withdrew to his castle at Bintimpom'. At length, 
after repeated calls, he proceeded to the seat of government, 
accompanied, however, by 5000 brave Bajpoot cavalry, whom he 
deemed sufficient to secm'e his personal safety. He found tbe 
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empress, to encourage her troops, rode into the current, exposing 
herseK in the thickest of. theiconfiict, and emptying four quivers 
of arrows ■with her own. hand. Three of her elephant-drivers 
were killed; and her youthful daughter, who accompanied her, 
was wounded, in the arm. The Eajpoots, however, attacked the 
several parties as they reached the shore, -and successively 
defeated them. ; At length, a large body, headed by the most 
gallant of the omrahs, crossed at a different point, and came upon 
the enemy’s rear. .. They penetrated nearly to the emperor’s tent, 
which was pierced with numerous arrows; and his person was only 
secured .by being .carefully covei'ed with shields. <But Mohabet 
finally restored the battle, and gained a complete victory. - Noor 
Jehan fied to - Lahore; . whence, by ' letters from Jehangire, she 
was .induced to repair to his camp.'. ■ Under - theses circumstances,' 
we know not how to justify the resolution formed by the con- 
queror of putting her to; death.: He even' extorted the imperial 
warrant, to that effect; when the artful princess, pretending to' 
submit to her fate, solicited, one interview nvith her lord, — a 
request iwhich the general granted, on: condition that it should 
take, place. in his own presence. ^ She entered and stood before 
her husband in- deep silence; “ her beauty shining with additional 
lustre through her sorrow.” ' He instantly bm’st into tears, and 
entreated so earnestly for the life of his beloved queen, that the 
victorious chief was overcome, and acceded to his .mshes. 

Mohabet now carried his sovereign into Cabul, tr^ting him' 
with the highest respect, maintaining ' the fuH'pomp of his court, 
and allowing him to transact aU the ordinary affairs of state. At 
length, having obtained the most ample promises of indemnity 
and future favour, he proved his. disinterestedness by resigning 
his power, setting the monarch at full liberty, and retiring into a 
private station. But he had gone too far to recede with safety. 
The emperor, indeed, was capable of forgiving, and even of 
forgetting; but the deepest resentment rankled in the mind of his 
lady, who soon began to demand the life of the general, though 

the former had sufficient sense of justice to repel her proposal with 
p 
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was defeated, taken prisoner, and deprived of sight. The new 
emperor, on reaching the capital, immediately adopted the most 
dreadful expedients to secure himself against a rival. He caused 
not only his brother, hut all his nephews who were alive, to be 
put to death; and there remained not a drop of the blood of 
Timur, except what flowed in his own and his children’s veins. 
This horrible tragedy has been palliated as founded'on oriental 
precedent; yet though in Eastern courts fraternal enmities have 
usually been fatal, Hindostan had afforded no instance of such a 
fearful proscription. Hor could Jehan fail to foresee that this 
guilty example was likely to be followed, if not against himself, 
as it actually was in some degree, at least against those in whose 
welfare he was most deeply interested. 

He did not even escape the danger of an immediate claimant 
for the empire. Lodi, an omrah of distinguished spirit and 
valour, and who boasted a descent from the Patan emperors of 
India, had been employed as commander of the army in the 
Deccan.' In this capacity he was opposed to Shah Jehan, and 
having, when the throne became vacant, attached himself to 
Shariar, obstructed and even insulted the new sovereign on 
his way to Agra. The prince sent an army against him, but 
with liberal offers in case of submission. Lodi laid down his 
arms, and was appointed to the government of Malwa ; wlience, 
on a mandate from the imperial court, he repaired to the capital. 
At the first audience, however, he wasi received with such marked 
disrespect, as showed that some hostile purpose was meditated. 
Azmut his son even drew his sword ; a tumult ensued, and the 
omrah hastened to his own house, which was capable of defence 
■where he shut himself up with three hundred followers. Thss 
enclosed, however, in the midst of enemies, his situation 
desperate, and he was agitated with the most perplexing' emo- 
tions. Suddenly a scream was heard from the aparfeisni of the 
females, — ^he rushed in, and saw them weltering in thsir ilccd. 
In the prospect of captivity and dishonour, -with tia; 
fidelity not unfrequently displayed by Hindoo ther hal 
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high country of Mahva. The emperor immediately directed Ab- 
dallah, one of his officers, to pursue him with ten thousand horse. 
Lodi, weakened by the attacks which ho encountered in his march, 
at length found this powerful body pressing close behind; while 
Mohammed Azilz, his eldest son, had fallen in endeavouring to 
cover his retreat. Ilis troop was reduced to thirty, so closely 
hemmed in as to exclude all hope. Seeing a strong detachment 
of the enemy advance, he called together these faithful followers, 
and after expressing the warmest gratitude for their adherence to 
him amid so many calamities, begged as a last favour that they 
would no longer cling to a cause devoted to ruin, but each seek 
his own safety. They burst into tears, and declared their deter- 
mination to share his fate to the last. He silently gave the signal 
to follow, and spurred his horse against the enemy. A ball pierced 
his breast, and his thirty gallant companions fell around him. 
Shah Jehan received the tidings with unbounded exnlranou, no: 
tempered with the generous sjTnpadiy which was due to the 
valour and misfortunes of his fallen rivaL 
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apply more closely to public business, which ha continued to 
administer to the entire satisfaction of the nation. His felicity 
seemed crowned by possessing four sons, whoso accomplishments, 
and even virtues, fitted them to adorn the throne of the greatest 
of empires, and to be the idols of the people. As the most perfect 
cordiality reigned between them and him, he placed them in all 
conspicuous situations, which they iilied both honourably and ably. 
Bat when they grew to manhood it was impossible to prevent 
mutual jealousies from arising. Each began to contemplate, in the 
event of his parent's death, a struggle for the vacant sovereignty; 
and each anticipated bn that occurrence either a throne or a grave. 
Dara, the favourite of . the aged monarch, was kept near his person, 
and for him the succession was destined. He was, perhaps, the 
most amiable of the family, shunning the licentious indulgences 
incident to a court, and employing his leisure in the cultivation 
of letters ; but in action he was hasty and impetuous. Sujah, 
voluptuous, yet mild and also brave, held the government of 
Bengal. Morad, magnificent, proud, daring, delighting in war 
and danger, commanded in Guzerat. There was yet a fourth, of 
a character very different from that of any of his brothers, or from 
what is usually found in the bosom of royalty. Aurengzebe 
maintained a reserved deportment, rejecting pleasure, and devoting 
himself to business and public affairs with an intensity like that 
of one who was to raise himself from a low condition by bis own 
exertions. Another circumstance gave a peculiar stamp to his 
pursuits and destiny. The pnnees of the house of Akbar had 
scarcely made even a profession of the Mohammedan faith, though 
it was zealously maintained by their armies and great lords. They 
seem to have viewed religion itself with a careless indifference, 
chiefly as a subject of philosophical speculation, and studiously 
avoided making it any ground of distinction among the various 
classes of their subjects. He, on the contrary, had adopted the 
Arabian creed in all its rigour; conforming strictly to its obser- 
vances, and professing himself more ambitious of the reputation oi 
a saint and fakir than of a great monarch. He thereby made 
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the letters which the sovereign" wrote to him with his’ own hand. 
Being met, however,, on the banks of. the Granges by Solim^n, the 
son of Dara, a youth of distinguished talents, he was totally de- 
feated, and obliged to. shut himself, up in the fortress of Monghir, 
where he was closely invested; ■ Meanwhile the' expedition from 
the south assumed-a more formidable character. . 

Aurengzebe lost.. no time in obeying the invitation of his 
brother, and hastened to join him with all the. forces he was able 
to collect. But, conscious that he viewed Morad also’ as a rival, 
and was likely to excite in his mind a similar feeling,' he used 
every £ilse and flattering expression .which, could inspire with 
confidence his naturally open rmd unsuspicious heart. He pro- 
fessed to consider him as alone fitted for the throne of Hindostan, 
to which he was called by the desire of the people, and as one to 
whose elevation it would be his prides to contribute, though his 
own wish was only to find some tranquil retirement, where' he 
might devote the rest of his days to religious contemplation. 
Perhaps there was not another individual in Hindostan, knowing 
the parties, who could have been deceived by such language ;■ but 
so great was the vanify and credulity of Morad, that Aurengzebe 
knew he might confidently use' it. The two princes, -with their 
armies, met on the banks of the Herhudda, crossed that river, and 
totally defeated Jeswunt Singh, the Kajpbot chie^ who, in the 
service of the emperor, conunanded a numerous body of cavalry. 

Shah Jehan lenmed these events with the deepest dismay. He 
saw the formidable character of the rebellion, and dreaded that, 
whatever the issue might be, he himself could scarcely fail to be 
crushed. He therefore used all his power to support his destined 
heir, and even expressed an ardent wish to take the field along 
with him, though he was unfortunately persuaded to ^ve up his 
intention. Orders were sent to Solimhn to grant fevourabla 
terms to Sujah, and to hasten against the more dangerous enemy, 
and Dara was strongly advised to awmt his arrival -^h a large 
reinforcement That prince accordingly pkggd Hs army, con- 
sisting of 100,000 horse, in a strong pc-skisn along the cf 
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o9jn[ a pajaAoasip noos o^a aaSaa Eiq pg; *uoipnjiB paiudA 
•noa a ni XiJad Eiq panoipp 'paAiaaaa Xgaipjoa Snioq pna 'paaajna 
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which he easily succeeded, or rather they corrupted themselves 
by following the usual Asiatic system of going over to the pros- 
porous party. His next anxiety w.as to obtain possession of his 
father's person. This was a measure both delicate and difficult, 
for the fortified palace in which Shah Jehan resided was capable 
of withstanding a long siege, which, pressed by a son ag.ainst his 
parent, a monarch so popular and highly respected, would have 
placed him in a very odioas position. It was most desirable, 
therefore, to effect his purpose by stratagem ; but he had to deal 
with one versant in all the wiles of policy, and in nil the forms of 
human deceit. Determining, however, to make the trial, ho sent 
a messenger to the emperor, expressing deep regret at the situ.a- 
tion in which ho found himself, assuring him that ho still retained 
all the .affection of a son, and the loyalty of a subject. Shah 
Jehan g.avc vciy small credit to these professions, yet he resolved 
to temporize, and sent his favourite daughter, Jeh.innra, to visit 
her brothers, .and endeavour to ascertain how affairs really stood. 
She wont first to Jlorad, who, knowing her to bo entirely devoted 
to the interests of D.ara, received her with very slender courtesy. 
The offended princess returned to her palanquin, and was hasten* 
ing out of tlic camp when sho met Aurengzebe, who saluted her 
with the utmost kindness and respect, complained of her having 
held so little communication with him, and prcv.ailcd upon her to 
enter his tent. lie there professed the deepest remorse for the 
conduct into which he h.ad been hurried, and his .anxiety by any 
means to malco rep.aration. lie even expressed a willingness to 
espouse the cause of Dara, were it not that it already appeared 
quite desperate. Jehanara was thus induced to lay open all the 
resources of that prince, and to name the chiefs -who remained 
still attached to him, disclosing to her brother many most impor- 
tant state-secrets, of which ho afterwards fully availed himself. 
He then declared that he w.as entirely satisfied, promising to 
second all her views, and added, that in two days the emperor 
would sec at his feet his repentant son. 

Jehanara now hastened to her father with this joyful intelli- 
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reneution he sent again for the youth, and, painting the miseries 
of his condition, urged the most pressing entreaties that the prince 
would restore to liim his liberty, promising in reward even the 
empire of India, which hia indncnce with the army and people 
would bo sufficient to secure. Mohammed appeared to hesitate 
for a moment, but then, hastening out of the apartment, turned a 
dc:\f ear to every subsequent solicitation. 

Aurengzebe had now onl}’ Morad to dispose of, and from that 
quarter he had not much to apprehend, though this prince, having 
recovered of his wounds, had repaired to Agra, and resumed 
the command of the army. His brother received him with the 
warmest congratulations, saluted him emperor, and declared all 
his wishes to be now fulfilled, since ho had succeeded in raising 
so deserving a ruler to the throne of his ancestors. For himself 
he wished only to perform the pilgrimage to Mecca, on which he 
was intent as the commencement of a life to be entirely devoted 
to rch'gion. The other, after some aflcctcd O2)position, gave his 
consent, thinking himself too happy that his relative should thus 
voluntarily retire. This farce having been successfully acted, the 
ruin of IMorad was secretly prepared ; and the design soon be- 
came so obvious, thtit oven his credulous spirit could no longer be 
beguiled. Ills friends assured him that the preparations for the visit 
to Mecca were sufficient to acquire the dominion of India ; that 
by ample largesses Aurengzebe was gaining the oftcctions of the 
soldiery; and, in short, thtit no time was to be lost in securing his 
own safety. Being at last undeceived, ho determined to employ 
against his brother his own weapons of treachery. Ho invited him to 
a splendid banquet, where everything was prepared for his death ; 
but the penetrating eye of the guest discerning something suspi- 
cious, he pretended a sudden illness, and hastily withdrew, with- 
out exciting any suspicion of -the motive. On the contrary, Morad 
soon after accepted his invitation to an entertainment, in which 
the finest musicians, and the most beautiful damsels that India 
could afibrd, were studiously assembled. The host, laying aside 
his austeiit}', invited to gaiety and indulgence this voluptuous 
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graded ruler indignantly replied, — “ Fatbci’s liavo been deposed 
by their sons ; but it was reserved for Aurengzebe to insult the 
misfortunes of a xiarcnt. Wbat motives but bis ambition bns the 
rebel for assuming the empire? To listen to his excuses would 
be to acknowledge the justice of his conduct.” 

Aurcugzebc, smarting under remorse for the step to w'liicli bis 
bold ambition had irresistibly impelled him, and having indeed very 
little to say in his own defence, did not press the unwelcome 
explanation. Ho had now reached the summit of his wishes, 
having deceived mid vanquished one of the ablest inonarchs of the 
East, lie did not therefore push his triumph any farther, and 
maintained his Hulicr during the rest of his life, in strict condne- 
incnt indeed, but honoured and respected. 
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resolved to attack him. Early in the day, however, the Eajpoot 
bands, who had accompanied him only through compulsion, fled 
from the field, and even began to assail his rear; so that the 
Mogul warriors, left alone, were soon very hard pressed. The 
elephant on which Aurengzebe rode received a severe shock, and 
fell on its knees, whereupon the emperor drew one foot out of 
the stirrup, preparing to alight; but, as in an Indian. battle- the 
presence of the monarch on his war-elephant is the rallying-point 
round which the army fights, Jumla, the vizier, called out, “ You 
are descending from your throne.” The prince felt the truth and 
importance of the remark, resumed his seat, and even ordered the 
feet of the animal to be chained to the spot. Thus, cased indeed 
in strong armour, he remained exposed to the darts and arrows of 
the enemy. His men, encouraged by the gallant example of 
their chief, rallied, and making the most desperate efforts, caused 
their opponents to give way. Snjah, finding his . elephant dis- 
abled, committed the error which his rival had avoided, and 
mounted a horse. The view of the royal quadruped, moving into 
the rear mthout a rider, spread general dismay, which ended in 
a total rout; aud the prince found present safety only by throwing 
himself into the strong fortress of Monghir. 

. Aurengzebe was again obliged to allow some respite to a 
vanquished adversary; for Dara, after reaching Tatta, recrossed 
the Indus, and proceeded through the Great Desert into the pro- 
vince of Guzerat. There he prevailed upon the governor, whose 
daughter had been married. to Morad, to espouse his cause; and 
having raised a considerable army, he advanced into Hajpootana, 
and in the neighbourhood of Ajmere, its capital, intrenched him- 
self in a position of extraordinary strength. The conqueror, on 
hastening thither, saw with dismay the commanding ground on 
which his brother had encamped. He endeavoured, by present- 
ing his men in order of battle, and even by studied insults, to pro- 
voke the proud Dara to come forth and fight; but the prince had 
the prudence to decline these challenges. The emperor, however, 
always fertile in sti'atagem, devised a new scheme. Having in 
Q 
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siou. Dara had indeed the iiiclaucholy satisfaction of paying the 
last duties to his sultana; but, on attempting to depart, found 
himself surrounded by a body of troops, who delivered him to 
Khan Jclian, tho imperial general, then iu close pursuit of him. 
'When at length he saw his AUe inevitable, he assumed a demea- 
nour of majestic fortitude, and mmntaiued during tho whole 
journey a calm dignity, soothing his grief by verses comimscd by 
himself on his own eventful history, lie was led through Delhi 
miserably mounted and almost in mgs. But Aurengzebe had 
miscalculated the elfect of this exlnbitiou; for tho multitude, when 
they beheld their once noble and gallant ruler led to death, under 
circumstances so fearfully changed, and beside him his son, a 
spirited and graceful boy, over whom so dark a destiny impended, 
were seized with tho deepest sympathy, and melted into- tears, 
mingled with curses against the tyrant. Jihon, tho betrayer, was 
killed on his way home, while the. capital seemed on tho eve of 
insurrection. The emperor felt that he must hasten to close the 
tragedy. Ass.'issiui) were accordingly introduced iu tho night, 
beneath whose blows his unfortunate brother fell after a desperate 
resistance; and, through the address of the monarch, tho commo- 
tion iu tho city quickly subsided. 

Aurengzebo had now only to dispose of Sujah, who, under favour 
of this diversion, had mllicd his broken forces. But os little 
apprehension was felt iu that quarter, it was thought enough to 
detach against him Frinco Hohmumed and Jumla tho vizier. 
This expedition, however, received a striking interest from a 
very unexpected and moving incident. The young warrior had 
been early betrothed to a d.iughter of Sujah, for whom ho had 
conceived a strong attachment; and though in the late tumult of 
events ho had forgotten tho first impression, a letter which the 
princess, in concert with her father, now UToto to him, led to a 
revival of all his tenderness. lie determined to quit the army, 
and espouse the cause of lus uncle; nor does it seem improbable 
that he cherished some secret intention of imitating the example 
of Aureugzcbo himself, by fighting his Wtiy to the empire. Being 
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mountains, whither he had fled for refuge; and thus Aurengzehe 
was loft without a rival. 

Shah Jehan survived for eight years the loss of empire; and it 
may bo mentioned, to the credit of bis ambitious son, and as some 
palliation of his crimes, that ho . treated his captive with all the 
respect and delicacy which were compatible with the condition of 
being dethroned and immured. He even tolerated the violent 
sallies of pride and indignation to . which his unfortunate parent 
gave vent. Aurengzebe sent to solicit the daughter of Dara in 
maniage for his son Akbar, hoping by this connexion to strengthen 
his family interest with the nobles. But both Shah Jehan himself 
and his household received this proposal with the deepest resent- 
ment. The former returned for answer, that the insolence of the 
usurper was equal to his guilt ; and the young princess herself 
kept a concealed dagger, declaring that she would rather die a 
hundred times than give her hand to the son of her father’s mur- 
derer. All this was reported to the ruling sovereign, who quietly 
desisted from his solicitation. At another time he made a request 
for some of the imperial jewels, which were deemed necessary to 
adorn his throne. The Shah replied, that the hammers were ready 
to pound them into dust, if he should ever attempt to enforce such 
a demand. The other then exclaimed, “ Let him keep his jewels, 
nay, let him command all those of Aurengzebe.” The old monarch 
was so much affected by this moderation, that he sent a number of 
them, accompanied with a letter, in which he said, — “ Take these, 
which I am destined to use no more. "Wear them unth dignity, 
and by your own renown make some amends to your family for 
their misfortunes.” The emperor burst into tears, which, on this 
occasion, appeared to be sincere. In short, by habitual respect 
and forbearance, and by occasionally asking advice, he succeeded, 
not indeed in reconciling the fallen sovereign to his fate, but in 
reviving a certain measure of friendly intercourse. On receiving 
intelligence that his father’s end was approaching, he did not, it 
is true, venture into his presence, but sent his own son Shah 
Allum, who, however, an-ived too late. The master of Hindostan 
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picture is too flattering, and tliat tlio empire throughout this period 
groaned under many of the evils incident to nrbitrai*y rule. The 
very fact that at the time when Uritain succeeded to this vast 
inheritance, the class of cultivators were all sunk into such abject 
poverty, that it was scared}' possible to discover by what tenure 
the land bad been originally held, seems to invalidate the testi- 
mony of those historical eulogists. 

It was during the reign of Aurengzebo that Bernier, an intelli- 
gent and reflecting traveller, spent some years in India, and 
applied himself with diligence to investigate the state of the 
jMogul government and empire. The description he gives is that 
of a country going to ruin, riithcr than of one flourishing under 
a just and impartial government. He observes, that supposing 
the .sovereign incUned to enforce jmticc, ho might perhaps succeed 
within his o\vn immediate circle, in Delhi, Agra, and the close 
vicinity of these capitals ; hut in the provinces and remote dis- 
tricts the people had no adequ.ite protection from the rapacity of 
the governors, who ruled with arbitrary power, and whom he 
characterizes. as “ men fit for raining a world.” This was con- 
firmed by the mean garb, and the anxiety to assume the sem- 
blance of poverty, which prevailed even among those whom other 
circumstances proved to be possessed of exorbitant wealth. The 
people could appeal to no court of justice, no administrators of the 
law, no independent tribunals. The monarch himself could call 
to his service no men endowed ndth honourable principles, in- 
spired with feelings of genuine loyalty, or identifying their glory 
w'ith that of .their prince. These functionaries were generally 
“ men of nothing, slaves, ignorant and brutal, raised from the 
dust, and retaining always the quality and temper of beggars." 
The onl}' object of those iutrasted with any power was to amass 
wealth during the short and precarious tenure of their possession, 
regardless if afterwards the whole state should fall into ruin. 

Even as to the feelings of justice and regard to the rights of 
their subjects, which arc said to have characterized this dynasty, 
Bernier mentions several particulars, which, agreeing in a remark- 
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stowed upon him. His majesty burst into a dt of laughter, and 
called out, “ Lay her on his shoulders, and let him carry her 
away." — “ So said, so done." The young lady was immediately 
given up to him, and Bernard departed laden with this unlawful 
booty. 

Bernier was among the first to dispel the impression which 
prevailed' in Em'ope of the mighty and unconquerable armies 
engaged in Mogul war&re. Even the numbers had been greatly 
exaggerated. The only efficient department was the cavab}'^, of 
which the portion immediately attached to the monarch’s residence 
did not exceed 35,000 or 40,000, nor was it supposed that the 
whole under his command could much exceed 200,000. The 
infanhy, including the artillery stationed at the capital, might 
amount to 15,000. The innumerable hosts of foot-soldiers, said 
to compose the mass of the army, consisted chiefly of servants, 
victuallers, foragers, and others, who followed in its train, con- 
veying tents, and supplying provisions, cattle, and everything 
wanted for the men and officers. This attendance was so numer- 
ous that, when the imperial troops marched, all Delhi and Agra 
might be described as proceeding along with them ; and, indeed, 
these cities could be considered as little more than standing 
encampments ; while the actual camps, on the other hand, with 
their streets of tents and regular markets, might be viewed as 
moving cities. Still lower was Bernier's estimate of the quality 
of these warriors. Often, it is true, they fought with great bravery ; 
but, being destitute of all discipline, they were frequently struck 
with panic, and then became altogether incapable of command. 
He was persuaded that a force of 20,000 or 25,000 men, led by a 
Conde or a Turenne, would easily trample all these barbarians 
under foot, — an anticipation amply verified by subsequent events 
in tbe annals of British India. 

The foreign history of this reign was chiefly distinguished by 
the danger which threatened the new sovereign of being involved 
in war with Abbas, king of Persia, the most powerful and warlike 
prince in Asia. Dow, following the native historians, represents 
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Hindoo sectaries, formed tlicm at length into a sort of army, with 
which she defeated the rajah and some inferior ofBccrs. Having 
at length assembled a force amounting to 20,000, she marched 
upon the imperial city. Superstitious terror paved the Wtay for 
lier victories ; for it was believed that she prepared a mess, com- 
posed of the most horrid ingredients, which rendered her followers 
on the day of battle invisible, and consequently irresistible. 
Having made their way victoriously almost to the gates of Agra, 
they looked on themselves as masters of the empire, and pro- 
claimed their leader Queen of India. The emperor, seriously 
alarmed on finding even his own troops struck with awe, was 
convinced that it would be vain to contend against such a host 
with mere human weapons. Having, by his l^Ioslem zeal, acquired 
.a holy character in the eyes of his soldiers, he wrote sacred sen- 
tences on pieces of paper,, and biusing them to be stuck on the 
points of spears, which ho placed in front of the battalions, be 
assured his men that they would protect them .against the necro- 
mantic. influences of their fanatical adversaries. Their fears being 
thus dispelled, the superiority of their arms soon enabled them 
completely to route the fakir host, which was almost entirely cut 
to pieces. , 

The reign of this great monarch was again disturbed by an in- 
surrection in Cabul, w'hcre be soon reduced the open country, 
though he wisely desisted from the attempt to deprive the inhabit- 
ants of their independence. Hut the gr.and object of his ambition 
was to effect the final subjugation of the Deccan kingdoms of Gol- 
conda and Bejapore, which, although their force had indeed been 
broken by repeated victories gained by bis predecessors, and even 
by himself previous to his accession, still retained a considerable 
share of power. 

Various occurrenees and dissensions prevented this expedition 
from being carried into effect till the year 1686, the twenty-eighth 
of Aurengzebe, when the whole imperial force marched by three 
directions into the Deccan. Operations were begun by Shah 
Alluro, the heir-apparent, who laid siege to Golconda. The kin$: 
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juon puB ‘[aqa.T b bb niiq pajapisnoa Snoj paq qaiqAv 'ajodafag; 
JO jjnoa aq? jo iCijppBoq papiAipnn aqj jajimoana oj paq ‘joAaAVoq 
‘jajqa Supu Epj^ ‘ja]Ooqaa:g Snno£ aq:) jo pnpnoa aqj pasai 
oj ojnBia^ on asjnoa jo paq aq qapAV jo S8a.tSojd eq) Snunp ‘naj 
-BopmQ; JO anojqj aqj oj nopBAap siq paja^ qaiqAv samaqas snop 
•poiB asoqj .epaasojd :|qSiin aq pqj ‘fsajnoa aqj papnadsns aqaz 
•i^aajny q^Saa^ ^y *pa.Tapo ^nmjjoddo bb jaqjia mojj Xio)Tj.ia} 
pna japan|d azias 0% ^oxt pajajisaq aq ‘fsappo XiamnSnaB ataqj m 
paidnaao ^]pj Eaiqajanoin qaajS omj asaq) avbb aq bb.hoos bb pg; 
‘BnoiBsasBod srq payapaptnnn bibjbj oj paAVopa bbm aq ‘pouad a 
pjpaAa.os p aanB).iodnn JO bbav iCjpapnan snj naAa sa 'aanaq pna 
f pSoj\r aq) jo ^[p -nB sa j^asiniq ^uasaadaj o) penupnoa aafBAag 
‘djodafag ^sniaSa jbav aqaia o) emaa aqazSnajny uaq^;\^ ‘paniaj 
-qo paj ni bbav aafqaqg jo aanajaApap aqj noisBaaaajm pjjaMod 
asoqAi Xq pnn ‘jpsoiiq passajoad aq psBBA asoqAV ‘naqap qaqg o) 
nopBai[dda tnj jo j^asniiq jqSnoqpq aq ‘raa^BiCs jo aSnaqa a /q asaa^ 
-aj Biq jaajga oj SajutAvim ^joa ‘ja^f f.^aaaad Biq paApAui paq aq 
qaiqAv m aajsasip aqj ja pasBapsip bbai. qpOiC aqj^ 'sSupaaaoid 
spos. Biq JO paAo.idda.Joa.Avanq,jaq)pn’ 9 q )Bq) ‘snopafsafojd siq 
pa SuipjaSaasip ‘panoEudmi uaqi) poa panapaAq) pjg; aq .uioqAi 
‘japnaaain aqj jo jaqpjaqj 'aafqaqg.o) paiaadda osp )nq ‘BaonB.ps 
-noaia.T Biq pa{qnopa.T iCpo )on,Sn'iq aq)-‘)aoj ja)p .).ioj paaa ao 
azias 0) panupnoa aq By 'apqwj pasaajaui ub jo asiuioad aqj Xq 
paptpaooa aq ‘.laAaAVoq 'moqAv ‘ajodafag joSui^aqj.oj.nwap )s.ig 
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ent community. Such a person was Sevajee, the founder of the 
Mahratta dynasty. 

This hero, though he began with slender resources, was by no 
means of ignoble descent. His great-grandfather, Habjee Bhon- 
slay, was a son of the Bana' of Oodipoor, whose blood is considered 
the highest and purest in all Hindostan ; hut his mother was a 
wonian of inferior caste, and the stain thus incurred induced him 
to quit his native country, and seek - employment and distinction 
in other courts. Having risen to eminence in the service of a 
rajah in the territory of Cahdeish, he procured a zemindary near 
Poonah, then only a village, hut which the prosperity of his family 
raised afterwards into a great capital. His son Malojee acquired 
celebrity under a Mahratta chief, whose daughter he obtained in 
marriage for his son Shahjee. This last having quarrelled with 
his father-in-law, entered the army of the King of Bejapore, and 
was employed in Tanjore and the Carnatic. "While serving in 
this quarter, he left his son Sevajee at Poonah with his mother, 
under the tuition of Dadajee Konedeo, who seems to have bestowed 
, very great pains in training the future warrior. He initiated him, 
not indeed in letters, which are despised by those mountaineers, 
but in military exercises, in national legends and poetry, and in a 
deep veneration for the Hindoo faith and observances. At the 
age of seventeen, the pupil was impelled by his daring spirit to a 
warlike enterprise ; he oolleeted a band of Mawulees, natives of 
the neighbouring glens, and commenced that ambiguous profession 
of a warrior and a robber, which is generally pursued by the 
half-civilized tribes of Asia. Heavy complaints were lodged with 
Dadajee on account of these exploits, against which he felt himself 
bound to make the most solemn remonstrances ; but he is alleged, 
at the same time, to have secretly encouraged the youth to perse- 
vere in his pursuits, for which he conceived him eminently quali- 
fied, — foreseeing, probably, in some degree, the greatness to which 
such an adventurous life would conduct him. 

Sevajee accordingly followed his aspiring course ; and obtain- 
ing possession of the almost inaccessible castle of Toma, gave the 



3{Tqii ‘fjoj oq; ojnx Souijoi jouiasoS aip ‘oauvisisai inoq;ui 
pDJD}ua puT! ‘Aipoioodxann ojinli jps?i poinasoad snqj aojoj trjiuiqcjq 
oqj;i •AHUC oSjiq v jo oauiuTOddu Xja.\3 ptrn ‘asiou ‘siqS;i dn 
daaqo] papiuimi aiDAV oq.v\ ‘rapjcd ^pois .{[uo SinAtKq ‘aaauoj aq^ 
mojj jiiiupqjiAi 0) fdoojj Eiq jo Xpoq nrcni oq-j paaopjo aq Xpoppns 
uoqAv ‘saoiqd ^uppodun o?aq) jo foSois aqi Sutssaid xn paid 
-naao A'pjos pouiaas pn« ‘pipqQ pua uidsfpji ajojaq *aano jv sdarca 
oi<4 pauuoj uaqj ajj uopniqd pan qanjin joj spafqo pang oqi 
Sajqicin ‘u.woj aqi qSnojqi sXnp aajqi asinSsip a; ^uaAv ‘sjoqinn 
oaios oj SutpaooDir ‘jopcai pqj, *oofcAag jo spunq pidaipi aqi 
Saipjrpi anAa jo a|qvdTOnt *nnA\ iioqvnio ;qSqp c qjiAV popanoj 
-jns Ajuo SnjAPq ‘ajnaas papaj a.«q o; maas Foaziqa aq; ‘qqnaAV 
pan E'£3upajS iqi iii 'juapgao,') 'piJOAx aq^ at X^ia ^saqau aq) fdnq 
•Aad pan ‘nipn j jo umuodaia jatqa aqj amp pq; p ‘pang 30 Sauop 
-unid aqt — ‘sStnqnjaapan pnoaninaApn pout eiq jo ano jo patnqsipl 
-uioaan aqj Joj jnjqa OAijan Jtaqj .fq paAoadaij niAt \t!Aa 3 iat stqj^ 
•paqfintSuiq amt} amos joj Etqpaqcj\* aqj 
:Faii:2c raoiitaailo ajpiiiiiii aqi qajijAt aayn i unaaa Fiq pajioqos 
aq p'qi ‘f-aaoigo ua*.o Fit| jo Afiiopraf jo aaaSnp t: qans qiiAv pang 
pun ‘jattcfip Flip Aq pappnnpui os aaiio p m.w jjastniq aq pun 
ipapiq rc.‘.\ v'>- sijp 'jjo pa saaSny Fiq jo aiio puq pun ‘pnpunOAt 
fu-v. aq iiaiqA*. Siiipajja ui lAiopiiuiv n p po dnaj o) amp .fjaaanas 
pcq qnamo oip v-’tp -Canj qaip qipw asnoq aip jo jouaiiti aip opi 
paqtiu Aaip aaHaq.v. ‘mooa-qooa aqj opn .CnAt jtaqi paaaoj saxn 
•qaid qti-v. r!tir|iiT'-‘^n aqj, npFrcqg jo oaiiapisaa atp <qui ‘jaiqa 
c JO .Cviifippr aip Xq ‘pajaadfne fOAV tnj ‘paanoAnj ‘aoupyaipn 
paiiicjqo atj ‘^jaq.jo.-; apjosaa jo piinq pnuis n pajaajas SiijAnjj 
•rjK'jdxa jijoq tiq jo ano o) a=anoaaj jmq .C'jjtiiajpa Flip tit otjAV 
‘a;u:i}ua*pn .Opijiui aqj 30 p’as jnuiSuo aip ‘qniiooj !)uipiqniii 
‘pjjqj ,Cui:ui paaiipaa ‘fFaoatis paaS tpiAt amp anios aoj iiSindmca 
aqj HO jrqjanj |naauaS /Anti aqj, *aatiapt}iioa Fjij tii qSiq qnauio 
tin ‘tictnj vjFtniig Japan /nun pajuiwIiInqiaAV n aaiAJas Eiqj no 
paqaindtap a]£ 'apnjpjn tin a^qcpiuuoj os fliiiumsp fhaa qaiqAt 
‘:« 3 fcA;>g JO jnAiwI Suisu aip UAtop pd oj /jnEfaaaii fhaa ji asod- 
-and flip JOJ 'ctpwj Jo Jnp-nui ajaidiijoa j[ariiiiq aquiu oj pAjos 
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secretly fUled tlio woods in front of his' castle with armed men', 
put' on a complete suit of chain>armour under his cotton robe, a 
steel cap on his head, and concealed in his clothes a dagger; with 
other deadly weapons.- Ho had soon the satisfaction to discover 
^ij^ool Khan approaching' with an escort of 1500 men, whom he 
left at some distance, and repaired to the appointed spot with a' 
-single follower. SeVajeo meantime hod performed the most 
solemn religious ceremonies, and besought his mother's blessing, 
like one going forth on some deed of glorious peril. He then 
proceeded to the place apparently unarmed, and looking frequently 
back as if afraid to advance; At length he stepped forward, 
embraced Afzool- after the Indian fashion, and at the same ' 
moment struck hun through - the body. Tbe Bejaporo chief 
instantly drew his sword, -and aimed a blow at the head of his 
treacherous .assailant; but it was intercepted by tbe helmet 
beneath his turban ; and the next stab laid the khan lifeless on 
the ground. The Mahratta troops, warned by the sounding of n 
horn, started from their ambuscade, and soon put to flight the 
surprised and teiTified escort. Asiatic amics can only be rallied 
round the person of their commander, and on his fall lose all their 
courage. The enemy’s soldiers having' dispersed, Sevajee was 
left at full liberty to carry on his operations, and overrunning a 
great extent of counti^'-, he pushed his inroads to tbe very gates 
of the hostfle capital. He took occasion in particular to possess 
himself of the Concan, called by the ancients the Pirate Coast, 
.and became master of its key, the strong fortress of Panalla, 
which, by enabling him to equip a fleet, greatly augmented his 
means both of conquest and plimder. The King of Bejapore 
recruiting his forces, sent repeated expeditions against this rebel 
chie^ which reduced him indeed to great extremities; but he 
alw.ays extricated himself, and at last concluded a peace that left 
in his possession an extensive range of mountain'territory, with 
an army of 50,000 foot and 7000 horse. 

Aurengzebe meantime, by civil war and treason, had attained 
the undisturbed possession of the Mogul throne; and he now re- 



JO aanjsod iCuu ni iCijo oqj ?nd oj anii) ou oav3| oj sb .Cinappns os 
^l^nossB oq; oj paqsnj oqM ‘osjoq Bj^BjqBpj OOO'SI P sp.tBA\dn 
paponoutis ^[luoppns jpsii mbs ‘qoBOJ siq pnoiCgq jbj pa.i9pisnoD 
puB ‘B^nsniugd aq? jo apis a^isoddo aq? }b fsoni^B ‘apnooioQ uaAa 
BBq; a^Bas papnajxa ajoin b no snopBjado aqipBiu. siq paAvenaj 
aq ‘SnuBAoaaJ aodn ‘}nq ! sq^noni ^qSia uiiq pangnoa qaiqAv Esati 
-pt.uB q:|m pazias sbav aafBAag ‘noi:}Buojoa siq jagB JBa/laq:) ti]; 

•spAiisaj -[Baijqod aaquo pwaAas o? bb |pAv. sb siqj 
OJ ojjBn][ oabS ‘BniniqB.iQ no paAiojsaq ‘an^BA asuamnn nn oj sjji^ 
’pajjinio JOQ ejgAi ‘sainomajaa qsip^iqa aaqjo pnn 'ppS jsuibSb Sni 
-qSiaM aqj qoiqAv nt ‘|n3oj\r aqj jo jBqj uodti pa||apoui ‘uoijBnoJoa 
|Btn.ioj B ^q saaAiojpj siq a^zzBp pnB epud siq iCjsijBS oj panitn 
•jajap Avon aj^ ‘aniBn siq 3uuBaq qatujs aq oj suioa pasnna pnn 
iCjpjfo.1 JO sa^jij aqj pamnssB pnq aq nanjaj siq no ^|ajBipatunij 
‘puBq ni pjoAis aas^d aqj paujBa 'sadoj jo aappB^ b ^q jniod jsaqSiq 
aqj jB Snijnnom ‘6aa{nA'.Bj\[ 3ni.iBp siq jo pnBsnoqj b jnq SsaajsBsip 
ajB{ etq 3nunp antniBj /q miq inojj pajsajM naaq pnq ‘a^qnnSajd 
-nil 0 } jxan patnaap ‘jAOjqpq n ‘qjnSnig "piBdaj Bp.iBAv.tajjB ajaAi 
'jaABAVoq ‘qaiqM ‘snpoSBd 000*01 P jCjojobj qsi^Sna; aqj paqqoi 
aq ‘aJodBfuji jo qoBs aqj nj *noijnqi.ijno3 oS.ibj b paiAa^ aq- 
'jajna joii pip aq qSnoq? ‘noisnoao p.iiqj b no puB * 4 B,ing pajapnnjd 
bibSb aq ijsBoa naajsaAV aqj Snop paqanjsipnn jsouqB saSnABA 
siq papuajxa ^iSnip-ioaoB aaui.id BjjnjqBjq aqj^ 'snoiuimop siq 
JO jaujsip pijAi B Xpaam paSn^gd oqAV ‘aapnB.iBui siqj oj noijnajjB 
siq jaajip annj Snoj b joj jou pip ‘subibj[ eqj jo noijaaA.in6ni eqj 
puB Bisjaj JO sauB aqj qjiAv paidnaao puB 'paqaBaj.iaAO naaq pnq- 
aq qaiqAV ni Jaunnai aqj qjpu 'sdaqaad 'pajsnSsip ‘aqazSaa.inY jnq. 
Ip9oi\r oqj qjm oabjabai. paAVOAB jo ajBjs b iii iniq paoBid qaiqM 
‘Aaa.iBa snoiAojaiA puB ^jojBpaad sp pauinsaA aano jb aoCsAag 
•niiq pnnojB SniiC^Bi sJaAio^oj juB[pS pan pajoAop siq qjuA ‘s^iq 
aAijBu Biq piuiB jpsintq punoj qjSnai jb pnn ‘pBqB.ipiCjj ^q pnno.x 
jnaAV aq jajjB[ aqj inoj^ •aSBuiijSjid jo spas ^pq asaqj jista 
oj noiSBaao siqj SuiqBj 'jnBOjaSSnp pnn saanuag; oj aanaqj pun. 
‘Bjjjnjq oj uoranisns jnoqjuv p.iBMuo pa^pABaj aq ‘asjoq apB.iasiui n 
esinSsip ni Snijunom ‘a.iajq *Xjia aqj apisjno jods b oj paiCaAnoa 
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tho KngHsh .mil Dutch rcin.’iinctl within tiicir factories ; .so that 
thv: victorious army for three «]ay.i r.mj;«ul through this vast city, 
busying thojUi'clvos in tlm nppraiiriatiun of every valuable article 
on which they couhl l.iy their hands. The booty in trc.isure, 
jcwchs, and other precious coininoditics, was valued at a inilliou 
sterling. 

Aurcng.-'.ebe, more and more cx.^'pcratc4l at being tlius baftled 
by a petty cbicflaiu, detenniued to iiuiko the most vigorous eiforts 
to crush him ; aud with this vievr he sent a formidable army uuder 
the ^lir^a Hajah, a galLmt oiliccr, who bad been accustomed to 
nmke war ia a mountainous country. The Mabratta was quite 
unable to face thi.s new commander in the open liuld ; and castle 
tiftcr c.-tstlo being reduced, he was soon driven to n more perilous 
e.\trcuiity than ever. At length 1‘oorundur, his mniu place of 
strength, in which he had lodged his family and tre.vsure, was 
closely invested, without any hope of his being able to relieve it. 
lie then gave up his cause a.s desperate; ami on receiving the 
pledgctl faith of the Ilajah, that he should tind at Delhi .safety .-md 
ail lionourahle reception, surrendered himself to the Mogul, lie 
seems to have gone to court with the ex[>cctation of being treated 
iLS ail omnih of the first class, and was therefore deeply mortilicd 
when he fuiirul liimself received by the emperor with studied con* 
tempt, and con.sigueJ to quite a secondaiy r.ank. If we iimy 
believe .some respectable historians, the daughter of Aurengzebe, 
seeing the young str.mgcr from bebiiul a curtain, became en.’i* 
nioured of him, — of which ifevajee being apprized, be made over- 
tures for her bund, which were rejected by the monarch witli the 
dcepe.it indignation. ^lorc diligent inquirers regard this tender 
interlude as altogether apocryphal ; but at nil events, the discom- 
fited chief saiv himself a closely-watclicd and uiilionourcd captive, 
in the hands of one whose wiles were os deep os hi.s own. All his 
iitvciiuon, therefore, was on the rack to effect his escape. Having 
lulled the .suspicions of his keepers by counterfeiting iimdricss, he 
contrived to have Iiiin.sclf and his son deposited in two largo 
basket.^ (bat had been ciiqdoycd for carrying sweclineats, and w.os 



sSici t! Aq paptfim ixau sbji ag; •-CjnSiaraAOS aq? joj jaq;oiq b 
qjui Snipnajnoa jfq oaajTO^Eiq panado ‘aanud UBipuj ue jo a?^ 
pnsn aqi oj SnqtioaaB ‘aafaqaiEg uapnaoj s^i jo asEaaap amjEoi 
-aid aqj Aq Ifiad anannnnn ui paas^d seas. asQEa E?}TuqBjf aq j, 

-aqazSaainY 

/q pajsajpiEni ‘[Eaz Snpnaasjad cqin )b SopEiauaSap ‘^loma 
pajoSiq aq? asnnjSE noidtoEqa sjt jpsuiiq pamiEpoid ag •?naai 
-azipEEjSaE siq JO s?naiinLi?sin jaiqa aqi jo aao paAoad 31 qSaoq? 
‘{TOijqod jCpJnd naaq aAEq o? ?naiuq3Ei?E srq? aaimonojd Ap?SEq aai 
p^noAv aoir i |Eaz ?naAiaj jsoni aq? asoEo s?i in Snxssajoid ‘noiBqaA 
oopiiT]^ aq? JO sa?u aq? jo ?nEAiasqo X[?au?5 seas, aj^ ‘A?ajEs 
?aajAad in sXeai]e tnaq? SnomE jjasninj ?[aj ‘aopnEaajd jo pjEoS 
?noq?LU. ‘pms f EJaAiO{|Oj spj qjui jCjABipui^ poE ApqnEn pajSinin aq 
! ajEjadma? pm: a^diins ajaai. s?iqEq snj amp aniEs aqi ?y '^inn? 
-joddo HE A^aojEas psq aq siq? joj ?nq i uoisls Siipaa?ojd pus 
?iiaaganaq e ^q *p3?aipin ajsjJEAi ijo?Epajd snj qan^Ai qua aq? joj 
pano?E aAEq ?qoim aq ‘mopSinq aAi5iia?sa he jo noissassod a^qa 
-aaaad aqi painB??E jaAa aq paq ‘sdBqjaj *a£odjiid a aAjas ppioo 
?t JO °nippaqs aq? ji miq Aq pajods jaAan seal poo^q ?aX fasrejd 
JO laafqns a ‘jolueai iija?SEa no nj ‘paapm ‘q ^piua iio?iieai o? 
pa?aippE naaq aAEq o? ?ojf psajajin ?iiE?jodmi £ire q?UL ajajja?in 
o? paAiO{[E jaAan ajaii Aaq? ?Eq? snoiAqo q ?i ‘jnonoq Jo q?ti^ 
JO sa[dmnud aq? paq aq ji joj fsnSisap snopiqma siq ssadmoa 
ppoa aq qanj'^ jaAa?EqAi Siinpoii ?e pa[diuas oqjv nam aq? o? 
3uam Xee aquasB o? ?iiiagTp smaas ?t ‘omSa ‘sappaab pjom siq o? 
pjaSaj nj *^apod jo sAiau. paSjE^na jo q°n{ Aq pa?Eii?aE ‘asm 
?EajS E SE paqnsj aq o? miq appna naa qaiqjv. ‘maq? ^amsjnd 
JO apom qq m jo siaafqo qq in jaqiia ‘°mq?oii smaas aaaq? ?aj^ 
'Eoopmpj^ aq? Saoma japidod .i^iqAiq amaa snj pajapnaj saq ‘?nam 
-asnma jo aqas aq? joj pa?EjaSSExa pna pa?E3daj ‘sasudins pna 
sqau? qq jo ^o?siq aq? pna !AiO{[aj jajap ^pAissaasa he 
fqnoqs 8 A 1 . ?aqA\. j^asmtq paAioqs aaCsAag sapraadaa asaq? |[b hj; 
’pa?aa q ?i qaiqAi no anaas aq? o? ^nipioaaa ‘ssaaans janba q?pu. 
pamjojiad q ?JEd qaaa pna ‘sHopjodcud pnba ^paan hi papna^q 
8JB ^3iq? ?jadsa aq? naja pna ‘?ipnEq ‘naspiad ‘[EjanaS ‘qajsuom 
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defence. An immense ransom was paid to save it from plunder ; 
and the assailant having entered at the head of. a largo body of 
followers, held an audience on quite an equal footing with its great 
and potent sovereign. He even appears, without abating any part 
of his claim for ransom, to have formed an alliance for common 
defence against the Mogul. He penetrated next year across the 
territories of Bejaporeinto the Carnatic, which afforded an entirely 
new scene of conquest. He made himself master of Gingee, 
Vellore, and other strong places, in the name'of the King of Gol- 
couda, but carefully gaiiisoned them with his own troops; then 
pushed his victories to the neighbourhood of Madras on the one 
side, and of Seringapatam on the other. After his return he 
alarmed and had nearly obtained possession of Bombay; but 
having to encounter Dilleer Khan, the imperial general, to whom 
Sambajee, his son, with the usual treachery of Indian princes, bad 
deserted, he sustained a defeat, and was obliged to retreat to 
Bayree, his capital. Afterwards, being reconciled to the runaway, 
he set out, and making an immense circuit, seized near Burhan- 
poor a large convoy bringing treasure to the enemy’s army. He 
returned rapidly and safely to his metropolis ; but the extreme 
fatigue of this journey, joined to what he had endured in so many 
other expeditions, caused an inflammation in the lungs, which ter- 
minated his life on the 5th April 1680, at the age of flfty-three. 
On receiving the tidings, Aurengzebe is said to have sbonm ex- 
traordinary marks of exultation ; having at the same time the 
magnanimity to bear witness to the great talents by which, while 
he himself had been employed in subverting all the ancient king- 
doms of India, Sevajee had been able, in defiance of numerous and 
well-appointed armies, to erect a new one on a broad and firm 
basis. 

The character of Sevajee has been variously drawn ; though 
the delineations appear to us, on the whole, somewhat too favour- 
able. He certainly presented a complete example of a character 
not uncommon in the East or in barbarous countries, but seldom, 
brought into view in our happier forms of society ; in which the 
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'qsiopuvQ JO soouiAoad aAisaojxo oq:} ptsaadeiaAO o} panuiiuoa 
Xoq; ‘oysBO js^b oi?SB#puB ‘ojwBq aa^B ax^Bq Sujsox ajinAi 
‘siBajop OAissaoaus pioiB uqab puB ipapaaooad qi bb pax^aAis 
?iCaojoiA BAisjoap aub qnoqqiAV 'aaJOj BjqBjqajq aqq snqj^ 'luiaB 
SuiAOi stq; jo squtu aqq aiof oq paanpui yCiisua aaa ‘asaoq b opiAoad 
Xquo UB3 ^aqq ji ‘auioq oq aiq on aAvq oqAv ‘qi.udB snoanquaApB ub-jo 
natn joj i BJaquinu Jiaqq oq qanu ppB qnq ‘Xqooq qqiAV BaAqasuiaqq 
,pBoi *Cxuo qou sdooaq eqq suojsanoxD esoqq uj 'uoiqBpmbix sqi 
JOJ SuinE 0 XIqA^. mopaa;^ qaajiS ut pa^inpui bi oq qnq 'paqiiqijqsip 
iCx.iBinSai Xjoa b^ba\xb paapui ?oa ‘aotp[os oqq oq paA\ 0 [iB si ^Bd 
XBaaqi^x *qooqs oqqnd aqq oqui iiAiojqq bi oanpojd aqq puB ‘uiaqSifB 
jBinSaj n oq iSuipjooaB tiou aqq utojj paqjoqxa bi qj 'BpoBq siq oqni 
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Mogul force ; but, showing himself not an unworthy descendant 
of his father, compelled it to retire with great loss. Aurengzehe, 
however, soon afterwards pushed all his armies into the Deccan, 
with the view of making a final conquest of the south of India. 
He commenced, as we have already related, with the entire reduc- 
tion of the kingdoms of Bcjapore and Golconda, which had so 
long hraved his power. He then turned his whole array towards 
the I^fahrattas, and began to practise against thcin their own arts. 
Having learned from one of his spies that Sambajce, in the pur- 
suit of the irregular pleasures to which he was addicted, had set 
out almost unattended, he sent a detachment of soldiers who sur- 
prised and made him prisoner. The emperor, according to his 
usual ungenerous conduct, ordered the captive to be immediately 
put to death, and is alleged even to have feasted his eyes on the 
Bufierings which that unfortunate prince bore with unshaken forti- 
tude. The final downfal of the Mahratta cause was now fully 
anticipated ; hut Hama, a brother of the deceased, hastened to the 
Carnatic, and concentrated his troops round the almost impregnable 
fortress of Gingee, the reduction of which, interrupted by desultory 
warfare, occupied the imperial army several years. Meantime 
the people, throughout their native mountains, were mustering 
their irregular hands, with which they poured donm, not only 
upon the newly-conquered countries of Golconda and Bejapore, 
hut even upon the old territories of Candeish, Malwa, and Berar. 

The Mahratta army, which was destined for more than a cen- 
tury to exercise great influence over the fortunes of India, was, 
like that of the Mogul, composed chiefly of cavalry, but very dif- 
ferently organized. The latter, cased in strong defensive armour, 
rode heavy and powerful steeds, while the chiefs, mounted on 
elephants, were enclosed in a species of fortification. Such squa- 
drons, when acting on the vast plains of Hindostan Proper, or 
even on the wide and level table-lands of the Deccan, bore down 
all opposition. But Maharashtra is a region of hills neither so 
lofty nor so rugged as obstruct altogether the movement of 
horse, yet not affording ground on which the enormous masses of 
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Mahra, and Bcrnr, and to occupy a largo portion of Central 
India. 

The latter years of Aurengzebe, though they wore not marked 
by any serious reverse, and though his power continued on the 
whole unbroken, were yet rendered gloomy by the disappointment 
of several important enterprises, and by the many omens of de-‘ 
clino which thickened around his empire. Ilis bigotry, always 
inereasing, impelled him at length to the most violent measures 
for extirpating tlio Hindoo religion. The superb temples of 
Muttra and Benares were rased to the ground, and mosques 
erected on their site. The pagoda of Ahmedabad, one of the 
most splendid of the national struetures, was desecrated by killing 
a cow within its walls. These outrages, viewed by the supersti- 
tious people with the deepest horror, did not indeed excite them 
to direct rebellion ; but still they spread throughout the empire a 
universal detestation of the Mogul yoke, and an eager disposition 
to rally round any standard whether erected by a chief or a 
government. To them may be ascribed in a great measure the 
rapid progress of the Mahratta state, and the successful resistance 
of the petty Eajpoot principalities. The days of Aureugzebe 
were also more and more iiubitlercd by the disposition which his 
children showed to follow his example. Mohammed, his eldest son, 
had already died in prison, — the punishment of rebellion. During 
a dangerous illness, under which he suffered at an early period of 
his reign, Shah Allum, the second, bad too clearly shown how 
intently his mind was fixed on the succession ; and though he 
had done nothing absolutely undutiful, or which would bare justi- 
fied his disgrace, the intercourse between him and his father was 
ever after marked by suspicion and distrust. Akbar, another 
son, distinguished by the high rank of bis mother, was guilty of 
open insurrection, and joined successively the hostile standards of 
the Mahrattos and the Bajpoots. Two others, ^Vzim and Ivaum 
Buksb, were near him in bis last illness; and he foresaw too 
clearly that his death would he the signal for dreadful conflicts, - 
bo terminated only by the blood of all Lis ntale descendants sx- 
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every quality which could support and adorn it, Aurengzebe was 
miserable. Several letters have been preserved, written to his 
sons in the prospect of death, which arc apparently genuine, and 
give a strilciug picture of the emotions felt at the approach of that 
awful hour when the earthly greatness which he had purchased 
at so dreadful a price was about to disappear. He says, — “ Old 
age is arrived : wc.'ikucss subdues me, and strength has forsaken 
all my limbs. I came a stranger into this world, and a stranger 
I depart. I know nothing of myself what I am, and for what I 
am destined. The insLant which passed in power hath left only 
sotTow behind it. I have not been the guardian and protector of 
the empire, ^ly valuable time has been passed vainly. I had a 
patron in my own dwelling (conscience), but his glorious light 
was unseen by my dim sight — I brought nothing into this world, 
and, except the infirmities of man, carry nothing out. I have a 
drc.id for my salvation, and with what torments I may be pun- 
ished. Though I have strong reliance on the mercies and bounty 
of God, yet regarding my actions fear will not quit me ; but when 
I am gone, retlection will not remain. — My back is bent with 
weakness, and my feet have lost the powers of motion. The 
breath which rose is gone, and left not even hope behind it. I 
have committed numerous crimes, and know not with what pun- 
Ldimcnts I may be seized. — The guardianship of a people is the 
trust by God committed to my sons. — I resign you, your mother 
and sou, to God, as 1 myself am going. The agonies of death 
come upon mo fast. — Odiporec, your mother, was a partner in my 
illness, and wishes to accompany mo in death ; but everything 
has its appointed time. — I am going. Whatever good or evil I 
have done, it was for you. — ^No one has seen the departure of his 
own soul ; but I see that mine is departing.” 

On the death of Aurengzebe, the straggle for empire immedi- 
ately commenced ; yet it was neither so obstinate nor so bloody 
as had been anticipated. Shah Allum, the eldest son, and whose 
cause was embraced by the more powerful party, was of a temper 
peculiarly mild and amiable : he made the most liberal offers to 



) 00 dE 9 J\TuanaS sq:) put; nopujapoui siq ‘qnamnja&oS siq jo eaana^s 
-mnaqa 3aiXa? oq? oj pa^ms iSiaaa |pj aqi ssassod !)oa pip aq 
qSnoqj, 'aauappuoa pniq siq} asnqit (q nopisodstp ou paMoqs oqAi. 
‘a^qiq siq )i! painas ‘EAiaqdaa pm: 'saosptnuS 'suos uaa^ 

-naAds paq aq piSopj aqj jo siaquiaoi aqj naaM^aq pauSjai 

^^nsn paq qaiqAV Xsnojaar qjap eqj jo paa^suj *sjo:)aop pi3u 
aiotn aq} pazqapuaas ^aqAiatuos }aq} aajSap a o} ‘sjaquiqjaaaj jo 
aaAa pua ‘s^aas ^a jo suointdo aq} q}pu pa}aianLaa j^asmiq Sarqain 
'januaiu paaqn « ‘jaAaAvoq ‘paipn}8 aq qaxqAV 'XSo^oaq} s}i ui 
}uasaaA J^^daap pua ‘qijaj aia]sojij aq} O} paqaB}}a ^|3 uoj}8 bbav ag; 
’6}aafqo ^uiAJasap }som aq} spaBAio} pa}jaxa EiCaAqa ebav '8uia.i}xa 
SB anioE ^q pajnsnaa qSnoq} ‘Aipjaqt^ Big "^ipui aa}daas 
aq} paXaAVB jaAa }aq} saauud ajqatuia pua paqBiidmoaaa }sout aq} 
JO ouo uaaq OAaq o} sjaadda ‘oauappnoa ajanipni Biq paiCofua 
oqAi ‘oaq^ }apaJa[ jo }nnoaaa aq} o} 3nipjoaaa ‘am[[y qaqg 

•Bipuijo 

8A}aaq} aq} uo }iad Enonatdsuoa a }aa o} pouad .ia}a[ a }a paupsap 
ajBAv pua ‘uaqoiqim aoAiod aiaq} pauia}ai }oaB aq} iiSnoq} ‘}ua3 
-aad aq} aoj paqaaqa bbav <3utptta}sq}iAV}ou ‘BBajtSojd Big ‘quiCat 
-amtg aq} jo EasBoaoj }8opp/v aq} 0}ui So!}aax}aa bbai pua *adaaEa 
Biq pa}aaj^a paq ujayaiqo qiag aq} ‘aapou Eiq paptip paq qaiqAi 
q}Bd Aiouau a Xq ‘}Bq} pug O} pa}U!oddaE!p bbav aq ‘aaAOAvoq 
‘Soiujoni aq} uj *}q3ra aq} qSnojq} qsqaAV }au}s 3uidaaq pua 
‘sanuaAa oq} Supop q}iAv jpsunq pa}uo}uoD japuauiuioa aq} 
pua ‘ipj Avon s90U}[jap }nq ;o3aa}sre3i Enopias Aav aoj pa}apia 
-pa } 0 u ebav ‘saqoaojdda e}i jo qjSuaaiE aq} uo ^goiqo Sui^pi 
‘qaiqAV *}J0j pj}uaa aq} ojui Xuiaua aq} uaAiap paq iCoqj;, ‘ 01011 } 
ajojaq |p Sui^aaaa ‘uoi}aunro| Eiq jo aauagap ui ‘Edoo.i} siq avbs 
‘uo!}aajEi}BB pua aaSua paiSunu q}iAv ‘aopao[ puadun apq} pua 
l}|naEf;a aq} ui uiof 0 } siaqiiinu }Ba.iS n'l p.iaAV.ioj paqstu X|}iia)6ni 
oqAv ‘/uM8 opqAV oq} jo jnopja /jb}iiiui aq} pasno.! ssaaanB 
'B83 j}joj aq} 3aipnnojjns BjqSiaq oq} inojg^ /Coiaua aqj 
OAup pua 2 [oa}}a O} uaSaq Xiajaipomiui oq ‘a.i}iouuoaaj o} ^}.iad 
a q}iAV aauBApa O} uoieEiuuad p3uin}qo Suuaq pua }!.Tid6 Suiiap 
oioui a q}iAv pajannuB bbav ‘aaAOAVoq ‘pjouaS jo uauaqg uaqjf 

•AisvKAa unooK am ao aunoaa 995 



wKcuNi; or run mogci^ dynasty. 


2(57 


sious from olbcr seels; but they still conducted tbcmsclvcs a.s 
peaceable ctti?.e.iw, and, under tbu piiitosopbic reigns of Akbar and 
his immediate sttccessors, .sulTered not the sliglitest molestation. 
It ^v.^s the itersccutijig bigotry of Aureng.:ebo wbicli converted 
them into mor(.al enemies. He c.-iused their chief or patriarch, 
Tej llabadur, to be seiaed, brought to the fort of Gwalior, mid 
there put to death. This furious proceeding changed entirely the 
character of the people; and Gooroo Govind, sou to the murdered 
prelate, devoted his whole life to the t.xsk of vengeance. He 
sueceetled in inspiring all his followers with the same sentimenta; 
and, having armed and mounted them, ho changed peaceful fakirs 
into daring troopers and fierce marauders. Ueing obliged, how- 
ever, with these newly-levied bands, to encounter Aurengzebe in 
the plenitude of his zeal and power, he Wius unable to make an 
clTecttial resistance.. His troops were scattered; his two sons were 
taken and put to death; he himself became .a hopeless c.xile; and, 
overpowcrctl b.v so man.v cahiinities, died bereft of reason. Hut 
the spirit of (he association did not sink; on the contrary, under 
the presMire of wrong and suffering, it Kcame more s.avagc mid 
resolute than ever. After lurking for many years amid the hills 
and fastnesses on the nidc border of the Ilimalayah, they were 
onconragod by the death of Aurengzebe again to approach the 
northern provinces. They were now led by Danda, a follower of 
the late chief, who .assumed .also the name of Gooroo Govind; and 
their devastations arc represented to have been truly dre.adful, 
inspired b.v an imbittered feeling of revenge, and an entire disre- 
gard of humanity. Handa had occupied Sirhind, wliea he learned 
that the emperor with his whole force was advancing against him ; 
he then fell back upon Daher, a hill-fort situated among the .-(ceps 
of Ilimalayah, on an elevated summit which could be ap])ro:!ched 
only by craggy rocks and ravines. According to the account of 
Enadut Khun, who .appears to have been present, bis majVsty 
regarded the position ms so strong that he wi^hul to decline the 
attack, and proposed rather to reimain inactive, and, by ap].varing 
afraid of the enemy, to allure them into the open field, nio 
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ill which ho was hold might probahlv havo averted the ealnmitics 
which impended over this great empire; but unhappily, after a 
reign of tlvo years, Iio was seized with a violent illness, and died 
in lus camp at Lahore in the year 1712. 

He left four sons, who, notwithstanding their peaceful conduct 
during his life^ immcdmtely began to contend wdth one another 
for the empire. The c.nuso of Mois*ud- Dieti, the eldest, was 
espoused by Zullikar Khan, one of the most powerful of the om> 
rahs, who succeeded in defeating and pulling to death the three 
others, .and placing the cronti on tho head of this prince, who 
.assumed tho name of Jehander Shah. Thu new monarch, how- 
ever, was found wholly inc.apable of supporting, oven with an 
ap[>car.ancc of decency, the exalted rank to which he had been 
elevated. Neglecting .altogether the business of the state, ho 
.abandoned himself to dissoluteness, and was even seen .strolling in 
tho vicinity of Uelhi in the company of inc.an and abandoned 
fe>n.ales. In a government of so little vigour, there were not 
wanting bold spirits to avail themselves of the opportunity which 
the weak character and bad administration of the emperor had 
created. Two brothers, Abdoollannd Hussein, who boasted tho 
high rank of .Syuds, or descendants of the Prophet, underluolc to 
recommend a successor, in whose name they might rule Hindust.an. 
They nominated I’erokscre, the offspring of Azim Ooshaun, who 
was tho favourite .non of Shah Allum. An army wa.s .soon raised, 
and though Zultikar bravely defended the unworthy object whom 
bo had placed on the throne, be was, after a short struggle, 
entirely overthrown, and both he and his master put to death. 

The SyuJs having thus elevated their candidate to power, con- 
sidered him as (heir v.-issal, and proceeded to administer the 
empire at their pleasure. They discovered no want of vigour in 
the conduct of affairs. Banda, tho Seik prince, luaving descended 
to (ho plains bordering on the Indus, was defeated, taken, and put 
to death with the most cruel tortures. Tho great oinralis, how- 
ever, soon began to murmur at the supremacy of these chiefs. 
Even tho emperor himself felt their yoke burdensome; and 
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But he was no sooner in full, possession of sovereign power, 
than he displayed that incapacity which seemed to be now inhe- 
rent in the Mogul race. He had two able and not unfaithful 
ministers, Nizam-ul-Mulk and Saadut I£ban ; but, disgusted with' 
their grave and severe manners, be I'csigned himself to youthful 
advisers, who were easily found within the px-ecincts of a court. 
Those two. chiefs, irritated at finding themselves thns ovei'loohed, 
withdrew, and endeavoured to establish a separate authority in other 
quarters; the Nizam in the Deccan, where he has transmitted 
his name and title to a race of princes still nominally independent; 
and - Saadut in Oude, where a branch of his family likexvise con- 
tinues to reign. In this crisis the Mahx‘attas,.who had been con- 
tinually extending the range of their incursions, began openly to 
contend for the . empire. After overrunning the greater part of 
Malwa and Guzerat, they pushed forward to the very gates of 
Agra, and struck terror into the imperial capital. . Saadut Hhdn, 
who alone seemed to retain any regard for the honour and safety 
of the state, marched down from Oude, and gave them so great 
an overthrow as would have completely broken their power, had 
he been permitted to follow it up ; but the weak emperor desired 
operations to be suspended till his fiivourite minister should hare 
collected troops, and marched forth to take the chief command. 
Saadut then retired in disgust; after which the enemy i-allied, 
made a fresh incursion as far as Delhi, plundered the environs of 
that capital, and returned laden with booty to Malwa. But, as 
if this combination of imbecilify xvith intestine war were not 
enough, an assault from alxroad, of the most fox-midable character, 
burst upon the sinking fabric of-the Mogul empire. 

Persia had been recently exposed to the most violent revolu- 
tions. The Afghans, a warlike race inhabiting the mountainous 
region which separates that country from India, took advantage 
of the weakness into which the once-powerful dynasty of the 
Sophis had sunk. They mai'ched into its territory, defeated its 
troops, and laid close siege to Ispahan. Having reduced that 
capital, they put to death Hussein, the reigning sovereign, with 
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Persian prince advanced, burning for revenge, and, probably not 
without some secret anticipation of ulterior objects, marched rvitb 
such rapidity, by way of Pesbawur and Lahore, that be was 
within four days’ march of Delhi before the supine emperor was 
aware of his approach. The latter then hastily mustered his 
troops, and obtained the able assistance of Saadut Khanj but 
that ofiScer, not duly aware of the high talent and valour opposed 
to him, committed the fatal error of quitting his intrenchments, 
and hazarding an engagement in the field with the veteran forces 
of Nadir. The efieminate pomp of an Indian host was quite unfit 
to contend with the rude valour of these pastoral bands ; hence 
the imperial army was totally routed, and their commander taken. 
A series of transactions now followed, which are not very dis- 
tinctly related by historians. Saadut, it is said, negotiated a 
treaty, by which the other agreed to evacuate the empire on the 
payment of a subsidy of two crores of rupees (two millions ster- 
ling). The Persian seemed so entirety satisfied with this arrange- 
ment, that th^ emperor and the Nizam-ul-Mulk hesitated not to 
visit him, and thus put themselves within the grasp of the 
invader. Then, however, as is reported, the captive general, 
disappointed at finding that the ofiice of vizier, which he claimed 
as the reward of this service, was to be conferred on the nizam, 
disclosed to the enemy the secret of the unbounded wealth con- 
tained in the palace and capital of India, and for which two 
crores of rupees were a most inadequate ransom. We should 
require fuller evidence before we could believe such treachery in 
one whose conduct had hitherto been so honourable ; nor was it 
likely that the riches of Delhi were so little known as to be con- 
fined to the honour and fidelity of a single chief. May we not 
suppose, with greater probability, that the terms of the treaty 
were discussed by Nadir, and his fiiendly professions made, solely 
to induce the emperor and the nizam to commit the almost incre- 
dible. imprudence of placing themselves in his power. Certain it 
is, that having thus obtained possession of their persons, he 

marched forward and made himself master of the metropolis, 
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contiguous to the capital, some reftigee chiefs of the Afghan race, 
■svitli the brave inhabitants of the country itself, formed an inde- 
pendent state, which defied the imperial power. They were, it is 
true, obliged to give way befoi*a tlie united force of the vizier and 
the Nabob of Oude ; hut they held themselves in readiness to take 
advantage of those convulsions to which the successors of Akbar 
were constantly becoming more and more exposed. 

■ The western nations had learned the route to Delhi, and were 
not likely to forget it. Nadir, eight years after leaving India, 
was assassinated in his tent at Meshed, in Khorasan ; whereupon 
the dominion which had been formed by him, and kept together 
by his prudence and vigour, fell quickly to pieces. Ahmed 
Ahdalla, one of his officers, an Afghan by birth, being joined by 
a part of the army, hastened home, and forthirith proclaimed 
himself king of his native land, and, amid the distractions that 
followed the death of his master, succeeded without difficulty in 
making good his claim. Finding himself thus seated in the 
undisturbed possession of a strong country, with a brave popula- 
tion, which had often given conquerors to Hindostan, he could 
not resist the temptation of following the footsteps of Nadir. In 
1747 he passed the Indus, plundered the city of Sirhind, and 
defeated the vizier, who fell in the engagement ; but being dis- 
concerted by some unexpected obstades, and particularly by the 
explosion of a magazine, he did not then push his conquests any 
further. 

Soon after this expedition the emperor died, and was succeeded 
by his son, Ahmed Shah, during whose short reign, as if foreign 
enemies had not been sufficient, the court was perpetually dis- 
tracted by intestine dissension. The sovereign and his vizier 
were now almost in regular opposition. Ahmed being oppressed 
by one of these officers, Suffder Jung, employed against him 
Grhazee-ud-Dien, grandson to Nizam-ul-Mul]^ who had died at 
the age of 104. This young man, holding the rank of Ameer- 
ul-Omrah, made considerable efforts to retrieve the affairs of ikr 
empire. He compelled the vizier, who had even set up 
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wholly insufficient. Glinzcc-ud-Dicn (for so, to prevent confu- 
sion, we shall contiuuo to call him, though he now chose to entitle 
himself Umad-ul-Mulk), having funned an alliance with the 
MahratUis, easily obtained possession both of the capital and the 
sovereign. That unfortunate prince at first pretended a recon- 
ciliation, but being soon atler detected in a correspondence with 
the adverse party, was assassinated, and his body thrown into the 
Jmnua. Yet Ghazue-ud-Dieu himself, unable to withstand the 
numerous enemies who surrounded him, was at no distant period 
obliged to seek refuge in a c:tstlc belonging to the Jauls. 

^Vithout attempting to thread further this lahyrintli of treason, 
wo may observe generally, that the Mogul throne had now almost 
ceased to retain any degree of weight or importance. The contest 
for the empire of India lay entirely between the Afghans and the 
^lahrattas ; and the latter, taking advantage of the absence of 
their rivals, determined upon a grand attempt to secure complete 
possession of Ilindostan. Bringing up from the J)cccan an 
immense body of cavalry, and being aided by the Seiks, they 
overran not only the metropolitan provinces of Agra and Delhi, 
but also those of .Moultan and Lahore, and drove the Afghans 
beyond the Indus. Ainncd Abdalla, however, was not of a cha- 
racter tamely to allow these fine countries to bo wrested from his 
kingdom, lie soon crossed the river with a formidable army, 
and was joined by many chiefs who wero CNasperatcd at the 
incursion of the Mahrntt.as. Theso plunderers at first retreated, 
and allowed him to occupy Delhi ; but immediately intrenched 
themselves in a strong camp, which ho did not venture to attack. 
Pressed, however, by want of provisions, they imprudently came 
out and gave battle, when they cNpcricuccd a total defeat ; their 
army of 80,000 men being almost entirely destroyed, and Dutioh 
Sindia, their general, killed. Another body under Holfcar was 
surprised near Sccundra, and so completely worsted, that he him- 
self fled naked with a handful of followers. 

The Mahrattns, though humbled by this disaster, were not dL- 
couraged ; and they resolved to make the most estraordinarv 
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Contenting hiuisclf with thu provinces west of the Indus, ho 
quitted ill a few mouths the scat of govcninicnt, leaving there 
Alee Gohur, eldest son of Auluingire II., iu possession of the 
empty but still venerated title of Gi'cat Mogul, to bo tlio tool or 
the captive of the first daring warrior who should seize tho capital. 
Having traced thu decline of this mighty empire to so low an ebb, 
we shall now pause till we have marked thu progress of that now 
power from a distant continent, which has seated herself on its 
ruins, and obtained a complete supremacy over all the states of 
India. 
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gave it the name of Fort St. David. !Nine years after, they 
made a more impoi'tant acquisition. . Azim Ooshaun, whom 
his father,. Anrengzehe, had nominated Viceroy of Bengal, hut 
-who, contemplating a struggle for the succession , to the empire,, 
and standing in need of treasure to forward his schemes, was 
induced, in 1698, to sell to the Company the zemindarships of 
the towns and districts of Ghutanntty, Qovindpoie, and Calcutta, 
— the last destined soon to become the capital of British India. 
Here they began, though not without due circumspection, to 
erect Fort William, which, in 1707, was made the seat of a presi- 
dency. 

The superior shill of Europeans in medicine, which had first 
enabled them to obtain a footing in Bengal, now afforded an oppor- 
tunity of greatly extending their influence. In 1715, under .the 
reign of the Emperor Ferohsere, the residents sent two factors, 
with an Armenian merchant, on a commercial mission to Delhi. 
The piincipal object was defeated, in a manner similar to that of 
Koe and others, by the intrigues of the omrahs, and of Jaffier 
Khan, governor of Bengal. But his majesty happening to labour 
under a severe illness, which the ignorance of the native physicians 
rendered them unable to treat with success, was completely cured 
by a medical gentleman, named Hamilton, who accompanied the 
embassy. For this signal service he not only received large 
presents, but obtained the valuable grant of three villages in the 
vicinity of Madras, nuth liberty to purchase in Bengal thirty-seven 
additional townships; an arrangement which would have secured 
a territory extending ten miles upwards from Calcutta. The 
emperor conferred also the still more important privilege of intro- 
ducing their goods and conveying them through the province 
without duty or search. But the acquisition of these districts 
was frustrated by the hostility of the nabob, who by private threats 
deterred the owners from consenting to the purchase. Still, the 
permission of free trade, though limited to foreign exports and 
imports, proved of the greatest importance, and soon rendered 
Calcutta a very flourishing settlement. «. 
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digniScil with the title of forts, which involved them in CNpcnse. 
witiiout yielding any profit. 

The first re.!! establishment of .a Frcncli East . .ndia Company 
took place in 16G1, under the auspices of Colbert, who, prompted 
by the aspiring genius of his master, Louis XIV., devoted himself 
indefatig.ably to the promotion of agriculture, manufoctuves, and 
commerce. lie proceeded upon the principles of that age, which 
was by no means enlightened in respect to the sound doctrines of 
political economy ; and hence, exclusive grants, exorbitant privi- 
leges, and the removal of competition, were the expedients by 
which it was then attempted to make any branch of industry 
flourish. Such was Colbert’s system, when he submitted to the 
king the plan of an East India Comp.anj', to carry on trade with 
a capital of 15,000,000 livres (£625,000), and .supported by the 
most extravagant encouragements. They received an exclusive 
charter for fifty years ; they were exempted from all faxes ; and 
the government 0.11110 under the singular obligation of reimbursing 
them for .ill the losses which they might sustain in the course of 
the first ten years, — a stipulation which actually subjected the 
state to the payment of a largo sum. The funds supplied by 
individuals not being equal to the amount of the proposed capital, 
limited .IS it was, three millions were advanced out of the treasury; 
while the nobles, and all the opulent classes connected with the 
court, were induced to follow the example. 

The management of the Company was neither judicious nor 
fortunate. They began by endeavouring to turn Madagascar to 
some account, and sent thither a large colony, most of whom 
perished under the influence of climate, fatigue, and the hostility 
of the natives. The sunivors were afterwards employed in- 
occupying the islands of Cerne and Mascarenhas, which at a later 
period, under the names of ^ilauritius and Bourbon, rose to some 
degree of prosperity. After the failure of the attempt at Mada- 
gascar they sent vessels to India, and formed settlements on 
difierent points of its coast. In 1G6S they established their 
principal factor}' at Surat, under the direction of Caron, one ^ 
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aqqnd siq ^q ‘aauo jb aq ‘aJoSnnjapuBqQ jb jaapnajiiuadns bb 
B p.iBAija)jB puB ‘Xuaqaipnoj; jb jiaimoa aqj jo jaqniain jsjg bb /^jb 
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jqSnnj BBAV aq qoiqAV ‘auinaoj aBaammi UB pajuaqui aq ‘XusdniOQ' 
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but tho government unknown to them sanctioned it, and even 
engaged to furnish two ships, w’hich however wore afterwards 
withheld. Tho adventurer returned to his command with tho 
most resolute dotennination to prosccuto his design, though pos- 
sessed of very slender resources. With this view ho detained tho 
vessels which happened to touch there, and employed them in tho 
expedition; he brought the sailors, many of whom had never 
fired a gun, into regular training; and ho supplied by various 
inventions tho defective means of equipment. In Juno 1746, ho 
arrived at Pondicherry, after a slight action with an English 
naval force on tho coast. Here, too, ho h.id to overcome certain 
obstacles raised by Dtiplcix, before ho was permitted to sail with 
his squadron to att.'ick jHadnos. 

This city was not only tho capital of tho English possessions, 
but ono of tho chief settlements at th.it time formed by tbo Euro- 
peans in India. It comprised within its district a population of 
not less than 250,000, of whom, however, only 300 were from 
this quarter of tho globe, including 200 soldiers. These lived in 
Fort St. George, surrounded merely by a slender wall, with four 
ill-constructed bastions .ind batteries; and hence, it is obvious, 
they had very small means of defence, and did not, in the nso of 
them, display any heroism. After susfiiining a bomb.irdmont of 
five days, in which two or three houses were demolished, and four 
or five men killed, they c.ipitulatcd on tbo 10th September 1746. 
They obtained, indeed, tho singular condition, that Labourdon- 
niiis, after having regularly occupied the place and taken possession 
of the Cbnipany’s magazines and w.irchouscs, should, within a stipu- 
lated period, and on payment of a fixed ransom, restore jMadras to 
the Englisli. That officer, having made this important acquisition 
without the loss of a singlo man, returned to Pondicherry. 

But there he did not meet with such a reception as ho merited. 
Duplcix, an aspiring and ambitious man, who could not brook 
any rival in power, thwarted all bis schemes, and exposed him to 
repeated mortific.itious, till at length he gsive up the contest, and 
sailed for France. There, too on tho representations of his supe- 
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This step ■was fottiraridi folLstred hj aa ezpe^j&a <.« V.% 
for the reduction of Per: Si. Iterid, 
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cluJcd in Europe, of which one of the conditions was the ecUrt’ 
<]uishment of Madras. Hence the two nations were placed axu'iHy 
in the same position as before the war. 

But this treaty, instead of restoring tranquilJIty to India, ser wl 
only to give a udder range to warlike operations in that rpxarter 
cf the world; for the two parBss, having each a large dliporjaiJ/; 
force, began to Ic-ck round for corae object ca v/hich it nnght be 
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The events of the preceding war Ji&'l 
the nadve govemnoesi^ and left rwa 
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attacks; but the assailants, animated by the consciousness that 
they were fighting in the view of three armies, rushed on a thii'd 
time, and carried the fortifieations. They then pushed forward 
against the main body, where the imhoh, mounted on an elephant, 
with his standard displayed, and surrounded by his chosen 
cavalry, was loudly encouraging the troops. But almost immedi- 
ately a hall fired by a CadVe soldier went through his he.art, and 
he dropt to the ground dead. A total rout instantly ensued ; the 
camp, a very ample booty, sixty elephants, with all the artillery' 
.and stores, fell into the hands of the victors. The princes forth- 
with resolved to march upon Arcot, which surrendered without 
resistance. 

Mohammed Ali, son to the fallen nabob, and heir of his throne, 
fled to Trichinopoly, a veiy strong city, the possession of which 
gave him still a hold upon the Carnatic. Dupleix pressed in the 
roost urgent manner upon the confederate generals that they 
should not lose a moment, but hasten to the attack of the fortress, 
which was probably in a very hnpcrfect state of defence. The 
Indian princes, however, chose rather to begin by marching into. 
Arcot and Pondicherry', where they made n display of their pomp 
as soubahdar and n.abob ; and when they at last took the field, it 
was to proceed, not, as ho had recommended, against Trichinopoly, 
but against the more remote and unimportant city of Tanjore. 
This decision, however, proceeded from a secret motive; their 
treasury being completely exhausted, they felt the necessity of 
securing a supply by extorting from the rajah some heavy aiTears 
of tribute. ^ The town bordering on the delta of the Coleroon and 
the Cavel^', was wealthy and splendid, adorned with a pagoda 
which eclipses in magnitude all other structures in the south of 
India. From the opulent ruler of this state they demanded the 
payments due to the Mogul, and claimed by them as his repre- 
sentatives. Had they even prosecuted this demand uith vigour 
and promptitude, they might probably have brought it to a speedy 
issue; but they sufliered themselves to be amused by the rajah, 
who sometimes negotiated, and at other times fought, till at 
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■ their commands. At this untoward event D’Auteuil, losing all 
presence' of mind, determined immediately to march with his divi- 
sion: to Pondicherry. The cause of the confederates was then 
altogether desperate. Chunda Saheb sought safety in. the French 
settlement, while Mirzapha Jung surrendered at discretion, and 
was immediately thrown into irons. 

Duplebc, notwithstanding this complete &11 from the proud posi- 
tion which he had so lately reached, did not lose courage. He 
attempted a- negotiation' u’ith Nazir Jung ; and though the mission 
sent £}r this purpose &iled, it was learned that, as the prince was 
of a weak and voluptuous' character, some warlike chiefs of Afghan 
extraction, who held the principal commands in his army, had 

■ entered into a conspiracy to dethrone him. The French governor 
firmed a connexion with these malcontents, and likewise endea- 
voured to give effect to their intrigues by a military movement. 
D’Auteuil’ agmn took the held, surprised during the night a quar- 
ter of the Mogul camp, while the troops were buried in slumber 
and the iiunes of opium, and committed great havoc. Another 
detachment sent by sea reduced Masulipatam, long the chief empo- 
rium of this part of India, and began to fortify it. Meantime 
Major Lawrence, disgusted with repeated irregularities in the con- 
duct of his Indian allies, who refused to be at all guided by his 
advice^ -withdrew the English troops from the service of the soubah- 
dar, anbrding thereby full scope for the operations of the French 
commandant. That ofacer having seat a body of men, who de- 
feated the nabob and obliged him to Bee to Aieot, despatched a 
force into the interior to attack Gingee, the most powerful strong- 
hold in all the Carnatic. In a midnight assault they stormed 
snccessivelj the three mrtined mountains which constitaied the 
strength of thot important place, and carried it ■wiih the loss of 
onlv twen^ men. 

Nazir Jung, roused by this loss from his vohmtimus snpz r . er .es5, 
at length took the 5e!d with an army which, notwithstanding some 
still excsedcd 100,000 men. — a movement desired by 
. the eonqiiratois as extremely fkveurable to the execution of their 


*noT)Tp3Jxo Sautsp eiq} no popooooid oq 'ootAJOs |TAra aqi moij baoo; 
-unioAifq dn opmn pun ‘ennadoAnji oaoav QOS uioqAVjo 
‘nonr QO? ponjBiqo SatAnjj qnqdno 6,qoqnn oqj ‘;03 .tv qoisiin 
nn ^Cq 'Xiodouiqonj^ jo onoAuj nr noicjoAqi n oqnnt o; pasodoAd 
0]X *8uoi)nn:)is ^npnapquoo '[‘OAaAog ut po/!o[duia oq 0 | Btt qonni 
os j[09ntiq poqsinSiipsip oq paapm ojaqAi ‘noissajoAd oAipn siq) 
joj papqnnl) ja)pq j^asniiq poAioqs noos pan 'uSisno nn sn iCuun 
oqi J 0 )ua Of OAna][ pautn^qo oq juav oq:) jo }no Suiqnajq oq; uq 
' q;no^ 0 |qnpnj;ni nn sn pajapisnoa aq niiq apnm pun ‘sjouadns siq 
pasna^dsip pnq ;anpuoa ^uopiq.m; pnn ^uapiA siq inq I X^xandna ^aw 
n ni ;no aiio9 pnq ‘oAiqsdojqg nt i(;jadoAd unois jo unuiopnaS v 
JO nos otj; ‘oAjjg ‘jjq *aaaas oq; no ;.Tnd ;nnti;uq n ;on o; nnSaq 
*si&MO siq; ;n 'jaAOAXoq ‘ja;an.inqa Axon y q^nj ^;a;nnii;;n gsnni 
uoinintop qauajj ;6atn9n JorjAuq ;sn[ stip onios ;noq;TAv 

‘;nq; jnaj o; nosnai -qamn euAX OAoq; ‘jouadns ^;;T!a.x9 oaioj n q;iAX 
;i 9iii9ai6aq ojoav 'sounqrenn siq ■pun ‘;o3.iy jo qoqnj^ uaip ‘qaqng 
npnnqg sn ;nq ! natu qOD oJ H0BUjn9 oq; jo ;jnd nnadoAng; oq; 
pasini qaiqAV ‘;uoaiqon;ap 3aq;onn ;uo8 Bp.ittA\ja;;n qBi;9n5i oqj, 

•iCpdoniqaux 

saApsraaq; Axojq; o; pana;tmq Xoq; ‘ppp oq; nt fr;Biuo9n;un aiaq; 
jo;snai o; 9ut;daia;;n ;noq;TAt *q;9na{ ;n ;nq ! snotsnaao faonTiasqns 
OAi; no 33;;aq ;q9noj Xaqj^ 'saiip? pauqdiasipnn Jioq; o; noAO 
noisjjnp JO ^aafqo nn saApsinaq; 9nTAapnaA snq; ! pap Xoq; 'punoj9 
jioq; poo;B saAi;nn oq; o^qAt pnn 'oinnd n q;;Av pasijOB /|;nn;B 
-HI OAOAX ^oq; ‘upnoap^ jo qioj oq; .wan ^mana oq; poioiunoouo 
9iuAfijf ‘OjnjjnAV nnipiij ni uana o; BpanAijaijn ojoax uoiuXa; 
-unoa jiaq; qaiqAi iCjoi9 ;nq; jo ;s3ujna Xun uro9 Xoq; pip .toq;jau 
;nq f ;iioaiq3n;op ja9jn[ n q;iAvprAn(q qg ;iOj|Y nio.tj ;hob noq; biiav 
Ha9u;D iiin;dn,') ’BAnpnjf iiodn ;dino;;n o;niin;AOjim nn ni iioni 
siq JO ;ind ;«oj9 n ;boj jaaqjo Biq;' ;nq !oi;nuan{) oq; ni ponin;aj 
1[!1B ‘ijv pauiuinqoj^ ‘Xpu jioq; qoiqAX noi;isod 9iio.i;b Xpio oq; 
‘/[odoiiiqoijj^ puojap o; ado,') tntt;do,') .tapiin Bdoo.i; jo ^poq « ‘oaoj 
-ojaq; ‘poqo;ndKop jCoi{j^ J® J® b-ioib®'” omn;noa 

Xiiiana Rnopiquin siq; pjnoqB <ja9nnp Jioq; jo qsrjTjg; oq; paoniA 
-uoa Bn X;jo] OB ;uoni;jo(Iap n omnssn o; nn9aq Binoq[ jo B;oofqnfl 
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round cacb of tho three towns of Pondiclicny, Carical, and Masuli- 
pntain, were also ceded in perpetuity. But the victorious parties 
found themselves in that anxious and difficult position which in- 
evitably arises from the alliance of those who own no law human 
or divine. Tho Patan chiefs made most enormous demands, — to 
which, according to tho maxims of oriental treason, they seemed 
entitled. -Yet tho fulfilment of these, and of others which would 
have followed, must have reduced Mirzapha Jung nearly to a 
cipher. Duplcix strongly represented to them tho necessity of ac- 
cepting much lower terms; and probably, from feeling tlicm- 
selvcs to bo in his power, they appeared at tho moment cordially 
to acquiesce. "When, however, 3ilirzapha lefl Pondicherry, and 
advanced into the interior of tho Deccan, ho learned that tho 
defiles in his front were occupied by those very traitors -assembled 
in arms to disputo his passage. Tho prince, ambitious to display 
his valour, marched and began tho attack before his European 
allies came up, in conscqucnco of which ho suQcred some loss. 
Aftenvards, with their aid, ho had tho prospect of a complete vic- 
tory, when he engaged in single combat with the Nabob of Canoul, 
by whom ho was pierced through tho head with a javelin, and in- 
stantly expired. Bussy, the French minister, was at first in the 
deepest consternation, imagining tho influence of his countrymen 
in Indian affairs would now be terminated, when ho recollected 
that three brothers of tho deceased monarch were prisoners in the 
camp. Obtaining the concurrence of the principal nativo Ic.aders, 
ho raised to tho throne SaLabat Jung, tho eldest, in preference to 
the infant son of the fallen soubabdar. The new sovereign, feeling 
himself indebted to these foreigners for his elevation, espoused 
their interests with an ardour equal to that of his predecessor. . 

The English for some time contemplated with singular apathy 
this extensive aggrandizement of their rivals. Major Lawrence, 
who seems to have been no politician, having formerly, by his 
desertion of Nazir Jung, lost all infiaence in the Indian councils, 
now, in the most critical period of French ascendency, left the 
.East and retmrned home on priyate business. At length the 



-TOBZijij 0? uos SB ajBtniiiSax 91^ ‘uaid-pn-aazBqQ 

uo iC?uSj3a0AOs aq; pajjajuoa oqjii '?jnoa ^nSoj^j; aq? ^q pawojpnBB 
;ou aaaM ‘.maAVoq ‘suoisua^aad sijj ‘dinod pjaapio jo aauB^suitio 
-. 1 X 0 jfjaAO q^iAA qnauiuaaAoS aqi pauinssB aq a.iaqAi ‘pBqBSuiuny 
puB BpuoopQ 0 ? aanud aq; q;iAA Soo^b paqoiBoi ‘jossaoapaad siq 
JO jaiap.inui aq; no ;uaraqBTund ;oipm 0; SupstssB .ia;jB ‘uBooaQ 
aq; jo auojq; aq; no Sunf ;BqB|Bg paoB^d ‘pa;BpA OAoqB .lanuBUi 
aq; ui ‘SuiABq ‘^ssng; ‘;ua 3 B sijj ‘opoB ja;BaaS b no ;.iBd pip 
-uaids B Sn];oB bbaa aq ami; ^aaA sjq; ;b ;a 2 [^ ‘sauiaqaB snoijiqmB 
siq JO a.in;xBj aq; ni pa;pixa puB ‘xia^dng jo ;onpuoo iC;qSnBq 
aq; ;snSsip q;TAV paAvaiA oqAV esoq; jo Xof ;ojaas aq; Xq ^|uo 
pBAaipi ‘uoi;Bnja; 8 uoo ;sadaap aq; pBa.ids bbo^ Biq; ^jjaqaipuoj; 
;b ;ng[ 'ai;BUABQ aq; jo SAa;sBni a;a\dcaoo BOApsmaq; pa.iapis 
-uoo oqAi ‘qsijiag; 0 q; ;i 8 i Avon bbav nor)OBjBi;BB ;BaqSiq aqj, 

•iC]od 

-oniqoiax puB piABQ •;g ;ao^ 0 ; jbav jo saanosud pa^aAnoo a.iaAv • 
puB ‘pa;Bin;idBO osib edooa; qonaa^ eqj, 'qjBap 0 ; ;nd iC^ajBip 
-auinii BBAV aq puB ‘pa;B|oiA XpsBq bbav qaiqAv 'noi;aa;o.xd jo asini 
•oad B aapun ‘aaofuBj;, jo Sni^l oq; 0 ; dn Jiasiuiq paaaAipp q;Sua^ 
;b aanud a;Bnn;aojan jaqj, 'spuBq aSaB^ ni pajaasap 'ajBaadsap 
SB asnBO Biq Suuapisnoo ‘qaqng BpnnqQ jo 6;na.xaqpB aq; ajiqAV 
f BaiuiaB paniqmoa aq; Xq passaad Xpsop o.xaAv Xaq; '.lOAaAvoq 
‘aaag; "XaaABQ aq; pnB uooaapQ aq; jo BaqauBaq aq; Xq p3Hj.ioj 
puBpi nB ni pa;Bn;i8 X|3noa;8 ‘nreqSniaag jo BpoSnd papT;aoj 
aq; ni nox;pod b dn qoo; pnn 'pa;Baa;aa Xaq; nnq; noi;na;ni Biq; 
pa.xaA00Bip aauoos on 8a;Baapajnoo .xiaq; puB qonaa^ aqj, ‘ppp 
nado aq; nt qoB;;B 0 ; noi;B;i8aq ;noq;xAv panTntaa;ap Xaq; nioqAv 
‘Bjnanoddo .iiaq; 0 ; aoiaadna X^papioap aniiiaaq Bpnai.ij .iiaq; pnB 
qBqSnji aq; Bnoi;ippB qonB Xg ’nani OOO'OS J® 'b poni.xoj 
.iaq;aSo; asaq; pnn f aonB;sis8B Biq 0 ; amoo 0 ; aaosXjji^ jo ;uaSa'g 
aq; paanpni naAa BOBimoad iB.iaqq Xq pnB ‘ong t.xb.ioj^ aoxAaas 
Biq o;ni pa.in]|B qy paniniBqoj\[ 'sXodaB OOT I BUBado.ing 
OO’^ q;TAV X;io ;Bq; aoj jpamiq ;no ;aB ';naniao.iojniaa a3.iB| b q;iAV 
niBjiag rao.ij paAiaaB 3niABq ‘aouaaAVBg aofBj/ii ‘BuoiBBaaoB |Bnni; 
-noo SniAiaaaa bbav Xpdoniqoi.ij^ Snipnajap aoaoj aq; auii;nBaj\[ 
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Ho approaclicd ArcoL; suid the garri&'uu of the fori, merely ou 
wlt»e»>ijig tliu iulruittdhy with which his people advanced amid 
a lenipcst of thuuder uiid raiu, were acised with a panic, and 
evacuated tltc city. ]Iu did not allow them to recover from their 
vonslernutiun, but pursued and obliged them to retreat front ouo 
iwint to another. 

Thu object of thi.s enterprise was forthwith realized, at a largo 
body of the Lcaiegers of Trichiuoiioly were drawn .away to attempt 
tho delivery of Arcot. Troops were brought to tho amount of 
1000, reinforced by 9000 from Vellore. According to his bold 
]>olicy, Clivu endeavoured to intimidutc them by an attaeic on tho 
city, in which the.-'O forces were bUitioned, — nu iinprudcnt step; 
for the most uudiscipliued hordes, fighting under tho cover which 
streets and Luiidiiigs afibrd, aro a match for the bravest warriors. 
Tbu natives from tho houses poured down a destructive fire, and 
obliged tlm English commander to retreat with a loss which he 
could very ill snare. Ilo had then a bard tnsh. to dcfeitd with 



OJ ]jaiiadxnm aiaa 'OOO'OOf J° ■ratininu gq; oj ‘oqAi ‘^lodomqoux 
PB Xiio V ivaaS os JO s^noqqBqni gqj ^^ddns o? ^jjojbos stq? m 
oiqissodtni aroBTOq ?i ’ann^joj jo nopnrjBA Xioab q?TAv pgjgABAA 
‘smupd mqpnj ]p! jo iisqj gqr| ‘joAO.vioq ‘aouoqpi asoqAA ‘giofauj, 
JO qBfiTjj gq) tnojq gonB^siESt; ooios pgmiqqo pm: 'sauBssaaga jo 
A^ddns B joj sqaij^sip naaq^nos aq; q^pu uopBomninaioa b uado o; 
oiqB nnqj sbav jofBta oqj; ‘Xjio oqj Saua^na ni noppoddo ^noqqAV 
papaaaans.^aqj qnq fnosBos ^oq aq; jo qspini aqj ui qajBtu pidaj 
B jfq XiqBjapjsnoa pajapns naui aqx aioqAV 

siq q?jAV jfpoBjsni najsBq oj paSqqo ajojaiaqj sbav ap[ ‘SiCBp 
uaa:jg naq) ojoui joj snoisiAOjd niBjnoa )on pip aaa^d ;tiB).iodnit 
siq; ‘japoBOiuioa oq) jo aanaSqSan aq] qSnojq^ ‘^Bqi aouaSipaini 
paiaadxann aq) Xq paann^s sbav aanajAVB'j Jofoj^ ‘X[odouiqai.ij^ 
o) aSais asop pnij 'saajoj aApau aqj q^iAi nopannfnoa ni ‘sdooj; 
qanajj aqi natp puB iqoqBu jo XimStp aqj o) pasnu j|asuiiq 
i^utaq JO adoq oqj tiiiq O) qno Saip|Oii iCq-‘ajo|ia^ jo joujoaoS aq; 
*!rV .MOjp osiAvoqp xjaidriQ *Xiooq aqj jo ojBqs siq 

q]iAV parjspBPSip qanra naaq osptpaq oqAV ‘ob^jubjoj^t qjuv uopaimr 
-noa III XiBOJ) oqi papnianoa aq ‘sjpisoj OAispap Xub iCq pDMoqoj 
naaq joa jmq jt ^aqj SiiinjBa[ ‘inq iqsTiSo^ oqj Xq panniS XjopiA 
aq? JO aauaSjijajBi aq? Xq osnad o? paanpni tiaaq pirq ‘qaaojj 
oq? qjiAV aiBjioiJaii oj SmninSaq jaijjv 'puanaS HBOJOsXpjr aq^]^ 
'saaiAJas ^ntqjodnii siq jo Xiiuu oq? poAijdap 'anioq njn?aj o? unq 
SujSqqo qjjBaq siq jo a?B?s oq? qaiqAV JoyB !?ndaiSinqQ puB 9uo[ 
-OAOQ JO sjjoj aq? jo ‘sapinagjip g]qBjapisuoa jopim ‘nopanpai oq? 
q?TAVOAi]Q Ti;B?dBQ Xq dn poAioipj sba\ o3b?iibapb siqj^ •o? 0 |duioo 
naaq OAiiq pjnOAV ?noj aip ‘jopnnpl oq? 3nunaas ui saApsntaq? 
patdnaao XjpjAita aAi?ttii aq? ?on poq ‘?Bq? noisnjuoa qans «t pa?? 
‘snuB jjaq? nA\op 3iiiA(ojq? Xpinqsni oijav ‘Xmaua oq? jo OJ?tiaa oq? 
oqojq ‘?otioXBq oip q?iA\ X?snoijnj duiSjBqa iiam siq ptiu fX?io oip 
iHoaj B0[iin OAi? ?noqB ‘jooqoff ?n nnq paja?iinoana ‘?no 3tiiqajBat 
Tiaq? oaiiajAVBq 'HBjpBj?: biojj boh Xq Joqqq? 3tiipoaaojd ssiAVg jo 
?ua(nqaB)ap B pa.in?dRa omi? oimrs oq? ?n ptiii ‘piAB(j qg ?Jo j jo 
Xio?iJja? oq? paja?ita qaiqAi ‘sdoo.i? jo Xpoq oSjiq b ?na8 xioidnQ 
•qaaajj oq? Xq pasjndaj ojoav *?; oanpaj o? SRi?d(na??B iii ‘qsiifltig; 
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ul-Mulk. At the same time, the country was harassed by the 
attacks of a numerous Mahratta force ; so that Salabat Jung , 
could hope to maintain his power only by French aid, and there- 
fore made IBussy the chief director of his councils. 

Dupleix, not content with these advantages, was indefatigable 
in his efforts to restore the French ascendency in the Carnatic ; 
and the continual fluctuation in the plans and alliances of Indian 
potentates aflbrded him the means sooner than could have been 
expected. With such persons, when in distress and applying for 
aid, it is the invariable practice to promise whatever is asked; but 
when their deliverance is eflccted to perform as little as possible. 
After the complete triumph of the British arms and those of Mo- 
hammed Ali, M.njor Lawrence was astounded by the intelligence 
that this prince had stipulated, as the price of the assistance which 
he obtained from the Mysorean chief, the surrender to him of 
Trichiuopoly and its territory; and the fulfilment of this engage- 
ment was now imperiously demanded. On being interrogated, 
he at once admitted the promise, which he imputed to the neces- 
sity of circumstances, but strenuously abjured the slightest inten- 
tion of adhering to it. Ho aflected even to believe it impossible 
that his ally could have seriously expected the execution of so 
unreasonable a contract; and he undertook to induce him to rest 
satisfied with the present cession of Madura, and the illusory hope 
of obtaining Trichinopoly at some fiiture period. After much 
negotiation, and seeing that he could gain nothing more, the other 
feigned to appear contented. Yet Major Lawrence, clearly per- 
ceiving the regent’s secret resentment, advised the Company either 
honourably to deliver up the city, or resolutely to seize his person 
and that of Morari Bao, and thereby prevent the hostile machina- 
tions which might easily be foreseen. The Directors followed 
neither of these counsels; and the disappointed chief continued to 
meditate on plans of vengeance. The commanders of several dis- 
tricts were encouraged, by the knowledge of his present disposi- 
tion, to make head against IMohammed Ali, — among whom was the 
Governor of Gingee, the strongest of all the fortresses; and the 


-qoBigp o}ui naqojq btoav iCgqj sjs0?9ad s[qTsnT!|d no pnn ‘ppqqim 
SBAi. sdooa? oq? jo iCnd oqj^ .‘iCBsng jo osussqB iCaBJodmoj « ^q 
psjnoABj OJOAV qoiqAX. ‘sdo^iB niB:]JSO 3[00} oq uoi:)SsSSns Jiaq; t)B pun 
‘nopBn)is Su!iBi[iuinq siq; niojj j][3sniTq J3nT;BOu:)xo joj soans 
-Bam ^dopB 0 !) iniq paS.in ‘sjaSnBj^s jo pjpnnq n o; aa^sBoi Jiaq'^ 
JO moppjq:} aq) noi:}BuSipni qanui q:)iAV SuuvaiA ‘uiiq punoJB 
uani jBaaS aq^ ‘uoisuaqajddB uiojj paAai^aa snq; Sniaq jBqajBg 
qBABT siq JO BinajaqpB aqj ^q pauosiod uaaq SniABq jo ‘fsnfun 
sdBqjtad ‘noiaidsns ^noq^iAi )on ‘iCjnappns paip ‘^oub snoiSipojd 
B q^iM SniqoBOjddB bvm. oq SB ‘jaAaMoq ‘jajjB| aqj;, 'uiiq pdxa 
.0} pazuoq^TiB paq ^nSopi aq? nioqAv ‘aoi(i-pn*aazBq-0 puB ‘sbi^bj 
- qBj\[ aq? !}sniB3B ui pauiB^mBni sbai aao^B niaq? jfq puB ‘nopBjs 
jC?joi ?nasa.id siq oj qonoJ^ aqj iCq pasiBA naaq paq-oqM ‘Sunp ?Bq 
.-B[Bg JO aanapnad puB XfisojanaS aq) mojj q)oq ‘padxa o:) pa{!(i)na 
pamaas aq paapni aananpni siqj^ ‘^naniaAom Aisaq 3ai!)aajip 
•TO 3upB)aip BJOAio^oj siq q;iAi. ^8sng[ )ja^ oav ajaqAi. ‘uBaas(j aqj 
JO linoa aqj jb aan^d SniqB; annjuBam aaaAi sfuaAa :)nB)ipdnij 

(•aSBniA 

-Sniqsg B o? 8BjpBj\[ aanpaj pinoAi oq jBqj naaq paq !ji ?SBoq 
osoqAi ‘xra][dn(i jo sAiaiA aq? pazipsaa OABq ?q2tui BaouB?sranoAio qotis 
ni papp!^ 9ABq oj^^ 'Bipuj at ?uaaiqBqqB?Ea jiaq? jo aana?snta 
SiQA aq? sdaqaad pnn ‘aijBUABQ aq? jo ^upsap aq? ?odB ?Bq? no 
SuipiDsp aj9Ai iCnadniOQ aq? ?Bq? paaaqmainaj aq o? ?q3no ?i ?8.^ 
! s?A 0 jja Bnonnaj?s qans jo i[q?JOiAun Xi8a bb ?a8rqo aq? sAopisnoa 
IIIH 'aS^inBApB OAtBioap ^ub pamB?qo B8tj[B Enojamnn jiaq? 

Jon qanoA^ aq?- .t8q?Tan qaiqAt Snunp ‘j^aq a pna aaaiC a pajaaa? 
-o.id sBAi jfiodouiqau j, jo aSais aq? ‘s?io|dxa ?aBi[B3 asaq? piuiy - 

'saptojaiA 8?Bi 

aq? ||B ni ?.tBd ?naniuio.id b pa?OB pnq oqAV ‘saaipanajS jo .^uBdinoa 
B Snipnput ‘naqa? .to panH A8q?i8 wbav 8|oq.tt aqj, "aiqissod bu 
^( paapsa saAi^aiaq? i[[a8 o? pauiaijajop iCaq? qaiqAvnodn iadaasa jo 
odoq ifna ?noq?tAV ‘aaqumu ui qsT ‘qjat aaaAv ^aq? ‘syCodas aq? 
^q pa?jasaQ[ , ‘iCjpABO b, G uiana aq? iCq naqojq sqnB.t Jiaq? pnnoj 
ifaq?. uaqAV ‘.^a^OA auo atg o? anii? iCpo.iBOS paq nain^A?nnoa .tnQ 
•ani| pa?on.i?suoa-|ji siq? paS.tBqa pan dognS ipj ?b sinoqs pno| 
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quit tlic place, and seek temporary skelter cisewhero; and tho 
immense cireult of its walls was occupied only by tho 2000 men 
composing the garrison. Tho provisioning of this important 
fortress now became tho principal object of contest, tho entire 
strength of both sides being drawn around it ; and the French, 
w'itli an immensely superior force, placed themselves in such 
positions as enabled them to intercept completely tho entrance of 
convoys from the south. Tho bravo Lawrence twice attacked, 
and, though witli very inferior numbers, drove them from their 
posts, and opened the way for his supplies. On no former occa- 
sion, indeed, had tho valour of the English troops, and their 
superiority to those of the enemy, been more signally displayed. 
The giirrison, however, had nearly, by their own supincncss, for- 
feited the benefit of all these exertions. One morning at three 
o’clock, the guard having fallen fast asleep, the French advanced 
to the assault, .applied their scaling-ladders, made themselves 
masters of a battery, and were advancing into the city, when 
several of the soldiers happening to fall into a deep pit, their cries 
alarmed their companions, some of whom fired their muskets. 
The assailants thus conceiving themselves to be discovered, made 
a general discharge, beat their drums, .and advanced with shouts 
of TTre le JtoL Jlappily a considerable body of British was 
quartered near the spot, who were immediately led on by Lieu- 
tenant Harrison to such an advantageous position, and directed 
with so much judgment, that the foremost of the storming-party 
were soon cut down, the ladders carried off or broken, and all of 
the enemy who had entered, to the number of 300, were mads 
prisoners. Thus the enterprise, at first so promising, caused' to 
them a loss greater than any sustained by their arms during the 
course of this memorable siege. Soon afterwards, however, an 
English detachment, being sent out to escort a convoy of provi- 
sions, was attacked by a corps of 18,000 natives and 400 Euro- 
peans. An inexperienced omcer, who had the command, drew up 
s?h is men in small parties at wide intervals. Suddenly 3Iorari 
Bao and Inuis Khan, with 12,000 ilysorean horse, advanced with 
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rnonts and sent into dift'oront quarters. The foreigner, howover, 
on his return, immediately reassembled them; and his own force, 
aided by the alarm of a j\[ahratta invasion, enabled him com- 
pletely to dictate terms to the soabahdar. Ho procured the dis- 
missal of the hostile ministers; and, tahing advantage of the 
accumulated arrears of pay, demanded and obtained, as a security 
against future deficiencies, the cession of an extensive range of 
country on the const of Coromandel and Orissa, including the 
jS[oi-thern Circavs. This, in addition to former acquisitions, gave 
to tlie French a territory GOO miles in extent, reaching from 
Mcdapilly to the pagoda of Juggernaut, and yielding a revenue of 
^£855,000. 

The heads of the two European presidencies, being urged by 
instructions from homo to endeavour to bring their diftcrcnccs to 
a termination, opened a negotiation for peace. They began with 
the farce of examining the titles by which each held their I'espeo- 
tive possessions from the native powers, and particularly the 
Mogul ; but the English alleging, seemingly with some reason, 
that the documents produced by the French were forged, proposed 
to reject this mode of decision altogether, and proceed at once to 
the only cfiectual plan of treating, — that, namely, which had a 
reference to the actual strength of each party. Upon this ground 
some mutual propositions were made, but were found too incon- 
sistent to afford any hope of agreement. 

Meantime this Indian contest had given rise to warm discussions 
between the two governments in Europe. Fr.ance had never 
favoured the system of encroachment followed by her viceroy; 
and this aversion was greatly strengthened by the warm remon- 
strances of the English cabinet, who began to fit out a somewhat 
formidable expedition for the East. After some discussion, it 
was agreed that commissioners from each state should be sent, 
with full powers to adjust the difterences, rather upon equitable 
principles satisfactory to both parties, than from any consideration 
of their comparative strength and acquisitions. "When Godhen, 
the French envoy, arrived at Pondicherry to supersede Dupleix, 
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for tlio security of trade ; and these were to he so selected, that 
the two nations sliould in each particular district of the coast be 
nearly on a footing of equality. The terms of this arrangement 
were in general very favourable to the Brutish. The portions of 
territory which they were obliged to renounce were comparatively 
small, and their ally, Mohammed Ali, was left undisputed ruler 
of the Carnatic; while the French resigned the immense pos- 
sessions which they had acquired in Orissa and the Northern 
CU'cars. 

But this compact, which was expected to have adjusted all dif- 
ferences between the two countries, scarcely produced a suspension 
of hostilities. The English, having secured Mohammed Ali, their 
candidate, as Nabob of the Carnatic, considered themselves bound, 
and perhaps felt inclined, to support him against the numerous 
enemies by whom he was still surrounded. The Regent of My- 
sore declared himself determined not to recede from his pretensions 
to Trichinopoly, which rendered it necessary to maintain troops 
for the defence of that fortress. The enemy, however, were con- 
sidered so little formidable, that Captain Kilpatrick, who com- 
manded in the place, learning that the regent was fonning a plan 
for its attack, sent a message, that if he chose to come, he himself 
would throw open the gates and meet him. The Company also 
agreed to send another corps to establish the rajah's authority and 
collect the revenue in the provinces of Madura and Tinncvelly. 
This promised to be an easy and profitable task, in which some 
share of the proceeds would probably fall into their own hands ; 
hut they were very much disappointed in both respects. These 
countries arc occupied by an almost savage race, called the Col- 
leries, who, in their habits of robbery and predatory warfare, can 
scarcely be surpassed. They have their abode in the heart of 
dense and inaccessible forests, whence they issue to plunder the 
cattle of the surrounding districts, and boost of their dexterity in 
performing these thefts, as if they wei’e the most heroic exploits. 
Their chief ambition is to enrich their family and tribe, for which 

they brave death with the utmost intrepidity. Two brothers, who 
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not time to execute his cruel purpose of liuriiiiig the lllacli 
Town. 

It is admitted by Lally himself, that, owiug to their deep hatred 
of him, his return in this discomfited state to Pondicherry was 
viewed, as a subject of triumph by the principal officers, and even 
by the greater part of the inhabitants. Everything now presented 
to lus eyes a disastrous aspect. When the English took the 
field, and began to reconquer the Carnatic, the French, in attempt* 
ing to check their career, were defeated at 'W^andewasb, and 
obliged to retreat upon their presidency. It was evident that 
their dominion in India was fast approaching to a close; and their 
general has acknowledged, that i^ after their late success, our 
coannymea had marched direct upon their chief city, they miglit 
hare become masiers of it in a few days. Lut they spent the next 
three lacmhs in reducing the diSsrent strong places in tho C'-ir- 
sadr. indmiiag Carical, the oalr other seai»rt which reitiniiml to 
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tbo administration, as having, out of enmity to the former, ruined 
the Freneh aflairs. The impeaehment appears to hare been ill 
founded, and tho parties aceused retaliated by ebarging him with 
having caused that unfortunate issue by a series of acts, which, 
as they alleged, inferred more than incapacity. The voice of 
individuals returning from India, who bad been alienated by bis 
hasty temper, was generally hostile to him. On their testimony, 
the attorney-general thought himself justified in founding a charge 
of high treason; which appear to have been altogether ground- 
less. Many of his proceedings, it is true, were rash and impru- 
dent, and his outrageous manner, provoking the enmity both of 
his own people and the natives, was very injurious to tho interests 
of the Company and tho government. But to constitute high 
treason there must have been an intention to betray these 
interests; instead of which his faults appear to have rather pro- 
ceeded from a blind and headlong zeal.' Being arraigned of this 
high crime, he was removed from the Bastile to an humbler pri- 
son, and, according to the ungenerous practice of France, was 
denied the aid of counsel. Tho parliament of Paris, a too nmner- 
ous though highly respectable body, were so far wrought upon as 
to pronounce sentence of death; against which Seguier and Pcllot, 
two of their most distinguished members, protested; and Voltaire 
hesitates not to call it a judicial murder. The unfortunate Lally, 
when it was announced to him, lifted his hands to heaven, ex- 
claiming — “ Is this the reward of forty-five years’ service?” and 
endeavoured to stab himself mth a pair of compasses. He was 
prevented, and conveyed next day in a common cart to the Place 
de Grave, where he underwent the unjust sentence of the law. . 
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soubalidar, found tlicir way in vast bodies into Bengal; and, 
though often rei»ulscd, repeatedly renewed their inroads. Tito 
prudence :uul valour of AUrerdi preserved his dominions from 
conquest, but not from ruinous depredation, lie secured thu 
attachment of his Hindoo subjects by protecting their property, 
as vvell .as by einploviug theui in .ill the civil departments of 
government; and he was therefore not likely to oppress indus* 
trious strangers settled in his dominions. Thu Knglish had only 
to complain, that amid the various exigencies of his situation, he 
made repeated demands uix>n their generosity in return for the 
countenance granted to their trade; yet his entire exactions, dur- 
ing an administnitiun of twelve years, did nut exceed X100,U00. 
Hu fell no ohjectioii, when thcru was an alarm of invasion, even 
to their enclosing Calcutt.a with a. moat, meant to extend seven 
miles in circuit; though, as soon as thu danger ixtssed by, they 
discontinued the work, which was afterwards known by thu namu 
of thu Maliratt.\ Ditch. 

Considcrublu uneasiness, indeed, is supposed to havu been felt 
by biin with refervuce to thu ascendency of thu Knglish and 
Krench in the Carnatic, who were said to create and dejiosu 
governors at their ple.-’.surv. Fimilly, the dowufal of Angria, of 
whosu naval strength he had been led to form an exaggerated 
idea, made him begin to look on them as somewhat too formidable 
neighbours. 

...ATheu Aliverdi died, he was succeeded by bis grandson Sura- 
jali Dowlab, a dissolute and tyrannical prince, who adopted these 
jealousies to a much greater extent. Hu was also irritated by thu 
protection afforded by the Knglish, seemingly without design, to 
a young man whom he viewed os a pretender to the oilicc of 
nabob. Lastly, bis very exaggerated couceplious of the wealth 
to be found within their factory, made him seek with avidity any 
pretext on which bo might bo justified in jilundcring that esta- 
blishment. The ostensible cause of complaint arose from a report 
that they were making certain additions to the works around Fort 
■\Yilliam. Sir. Drake, the governor, on being cidlcd upon to 
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know the right from the wrong end of their inusketd. Tlio fort, 
though of foino extent, was defended by a wall only four feet 
thick, which in niany \Kirl$, a.-> at Co>.«itnbn/.ar, enclosed chamhera 
whence windows opened, and whose terraced roofs funned the top 
of the rampart. All around went erected warehouse.'^, cliuiters of 
building.-'', and even little streets; .-^oiuu conimauding the c;istle, 
others atTording cover for the operations of an io-.^ailant. Under 
these circumstances the oftker.s determined to draw their defen- 
sive line around the whole range of buildings, and entlcavour to 
prevent the enemy from pcuctniting into them. 'J'his plan .-teems 
justly censured by Onno, since they had no force to defend so 
extensive a circuit pervaded by so many nveuue.s. Tlmy ought 
to have demolished the houses clo-se to the fort; or, if time did 
nut allow this operation, have removed at least the roofs and 
npi>er floors, while a few buildings, that were dufeiiaible and over- 
looked the works, should have l>een occupied by strong bodies of 
troop.-), and a ditch :md p.ilisade then drawn round the whole, 
lly such means they might, in the historian’s opinion, have kept 
their ground till the annual fleet arrived, whieli would at lex-it 
have secured their retreat. In this extremity, ihoy impurtmied 
the French and Dutch to make common cause ngaiu.st tliu Indian 
tyrant; but they only received from the former the insulting 
offer of shelter in (.'Inmdermigorc. 

Meantimu the nabob marched upon Calcutta with such furious 
ha.ste, that a number of his men perished from strokes of tlie sun, 
or other accidents occiusioned by vxce.-)sivc beat ; and having left 
Cossimbazar on tlio 9tli .Tune 1756, he arrived on the IGth in view 
of Fort 'William, lie was arrested fur somo time by the Mnhratta 
Ditch, not being aware that it extended round only part of the cir- 
cuit; but having overcomo this obstacle, be commenced, on the 
morning of the 1 8tli, a general attack on the outpost.-;, defended by 
.three batteries, which were for somo time vigorously served. The 
Indians, however, having kept up a brisk Are from under the 
bushes, and also penetrated through avenues which had not been 
secured, all the three batteries in the course of the day were abau- 
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The Indian army, upon their first entrance into Fort William, 
did not commit any outrage ; but 'when the nabob entered, accom> 
panied by his general, Meet Jafficr, he sent for Mr. Holwell, and 
burst into violent reproaches at his having attempted to defend 
the place against the ruler of Bengal. He expressed also the 
most extreme dissatisfaction at finding in the treasury only the 
small sum of 50,000 rupees ; yet, after three interviews, he dis- 
missed him with assurances, on thoirord of a soldier, that no liarm 
should bo done to him. The Englishman then returned to his 
people, and found them surrounded by a strong guard, who led 
them into a verandah, or arched gallery, constructed to shelter the 
garrison from the sun and rain, but which excluded the cham- 
bers behind it firom light and air. Some quarters of the fort 
being on fire, they were involved in so thick a smoke as inspired 
them with the apprehension that a design was formed to sufibcate 
■them ; but their keepers were merely looking out for a proper 
place of confinement. They pitched upon a chamber employed as 
the common dungeon of the fortress, called the lilack hole ; it con- 
sisted of a space eighteen feet square, with only two small windows 
barred with iron, opening into the close verandah, and scarcely 
admitting a breath of air. Into this narrow receptacle the 'whole of 
the officers and troops, 146 in number, were compelled to enter ; 
and on their venturing to remonstrate, the commander ordered 
eveiy one who should hesitate to be instantly' cut down. Thus 
were they forcibly thrust into this fearful dungeon, into which the 
whole number could with difficulty bo squeezed ; and the door was 
then fast barred from without. Their first impression, on finding 
themselves thus immured, was the utter impossibility of surviving 
one night, and the necessity of extricating themselves at whatever 
cost. The jemantdars, or Indian guards, were walking before the 
window, and Mr. Holwell seeing one who bore on his face a more 
than usual expression of humanity, adjured him to procure for them 
a room in which they could breathe, assming him next morning of 
a reward of 1000 rupees. The man went away — ^but returned, 
saying it was impossible. Thinking the ofter had been too the 
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of the 146 who had heen enclosed, there breathed only twenty- 
three. Mr. Holwell, being revived by the fresh aw, w’as imme- 
diately supported into the presence of the nabob, W'ho, on his be- 
ginning the dismal tale, ordered for him a seat and a draught of 
water, but showed no other mark of sympathy. He forthwith com- 
menced a strict interrogatory about the supposed treasure, discredit- 
ing extremely the assertion that there was none ; hut not being able 
to learn anything on this subject, he sent that gentleman, with 
three others, prisoners to Muxadavad. In this voyage they suffered 
severely, their bodies being covered with boils, that bad broken out 
in consequence of their confinement; though these eruptions were 
considered beneficial. The other survivors were liberated ; while 
the dead bodies were, without any ceremony, thrown into a ditch. 

Mr. Holwell seems to be of opinion that the nabob had no actual 
intention of causing the dreadful catastrophe, hut that some infe- 
rior officers had seized this opportunity of gratifying their revenge. 
The utter insensibility displayed by him, however, seems to fix 
thoroughly upon that prince the guilt of this frightful transaction. 
We cannot concur with Mr. Mill in throwing the blame upon the 
English themselves for having used this apartment as a prison. 
A room eighteen feet square might afford ample space for two or 
three soldiers, the greatest number probably they were ever accus- 
tomed to confine in it The fatal effects evidently arose from the 
crowd thus thrust into an apartment wholly unfit to contain them. 

All was lost in Sengal before the presidency at Madras was 
apprized that anything was in danger ; and the melancholy tid- 
ings, too, arrived at a moment when the most brilliant prospects 
had just opened in the Deccan. Salabat Jung, after having long 
shown the moat extreme impatience under the thraldom in which 
he was held by the French, resolved at length upon an effort to 
extricate himself. Bussy was ordered to depart ; and the sou- 
bahdar, to secure his person against the resentment of that people, 
as well as the other evils from which their presence had protected 
him, requested from the English a subsidiary force, by sending 
which they would have supplanted their rivals as the arbiters of 
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This issue, displaying so completely the superiority of a Euro- 
pean military force, struck Monickchund with such a panic that 
he precipitately quitted Calcutta, leaving only a garrison of 500 
to make a show of resistance ; and almost as soon as Admiral 
Watson opened his batteries, the surrender took place. The 
merchandise belonging to the factory was found entire. Some 
jealousy arose between the colonel and admiral, the latter wishing 
to appoint another governor of the city, and even to exclude the 
Company's troops ; while the former strenuously and successfully 
vindicated his claim to that office. Collisions continued between 
these two commanders, though, as both were zealous for the pub- 
lic service, and at bottom esteemed each other, the Company's 
interests were not materially impeded. Captain Goote was sent 
up against Hoogley, w’hich after a slight resistance was taken, 
and plunder obtained to the extent of £15,000. 

The nabob, on receiving intelligence of the arrival and success 
of the EngUsh, immediately assembled his army, and began to 
march upon Calcutta. Clive, not yet fully aware of the weakness 
of Indian potentates, was by no means forward to rush into a 
contest with the ruler of twenty millions of people. He considered 
it also of great importance to return as soon as possible to Madras, 
where the afiairs of the Company were in so critical a state as to 
require his presence, and he hoped that Surajah might be induced 
to accede to moderate proposals. Watson, on the contrary, in- 
sisted that he would never become inclined to peace “ till he had 
been well tbrasbed." But the other so far prevailed, that a mis- 
sion was sent to him, who were honourably received, and had 
terms proposed that were considered admissible. He did not, 
however, discontinue his march, and by various evasions avoided 
bringing the treaty to a conclusion. In the end of January 1757, 
having arrived with his whole force, he commenced intrenching 
lumself in the neighbourhood of Calcutta ; and then all parties 
began to be persuaded that his only object in negotiating had 
been to gain time. Two gentlemen, meanwhile, were sent to 
request that he would withdraw; but he received thi"^ ’ ^ 
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they could soon assemble a force which the English would he 
unable to resist. It Avas urged, therefore, that our countrymen 
ought to avail themselves of their present superiority to crush 
them, — an opinion Avhich, supported by Watson as Avell as by 
urgent representations from Madras, finally prevailed. An 
attempt was made to gain the prince’s consent ; hut he at once 
imposed a strict prohibition. Admii-al Watson, however, wrote a 
letter earnestly demanding this sanction, with somewhat formid- 
able threats in case of refusal. This drew forth a reply of vague 
consent, saying, “ Whatever you think right, that do and to 
Mr. Watts, the English resident at his court, he intimated that 
he would not intermeddle. As soon, however, as he learned that 
the expedition was in motion, he retracted, and wrote in the most 
peremptory style commanding them to stop. This was treated as 
an indignity, and totally disregarded. Clive pushed on, com- 
menced the siege on the 14th May 1757, and immediately drove 
in the outposts. A brave resistance was made ; but the admiral 
soon came up Avith the fleet, opened a heavy cannonade, and car- 
ried on operations Avdth such skill and vigour os to compel in a 
short time unconditional surrender. The garrison, consisting of 
500 European and 700 native troops, became prisoners of Avm', 
and a vast quantity of stores Avas captured. 

Complete success had crowned this undertaking; yet Clive soon 
felt the critical situation in which his very triumph had placed 
him. The nabob was raving in a furious, though childish manner, 
menacing destruction to Mr. Watts ; and he was emboldened by 
the reti'eat of Ahmed Abdallah, the Fatan chief, who had threat- 
ened an invasion of Bengal. He Avas now sure of support from 
the French, of Avhom a small body was still left, while reinforce- 
ments AA’ere expected, and said even to be on the march by way of 
Cuttack. As the English insisted that the Avhole of that nation 
should be banished from his dominions, he professed to have 
already done so, but complained that their demands were endless. 
Continuing in the same state of puerile irritation, he one day 
offered to Meer Jaffier, his prime minister, ten lacks of rupees if 
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Ouc of llic members of the committee cliuiicitig to ask why they 
should not claim something for themselves, his proposal obtained 
a unanimous concurrence, and 1,200,000 rupees were fixed, to bo 
distributed among each, corresponding to their respedivo ranks. 
The most boundless aud extravagant ideas prevailed in general 
respecting the wealth of Indian princes; wild reports had repre* 
sented that of the nabob as amounting to forty*tivo millions ster- 
ling; aud it was supposed certainly not to fall short of four millions 
and a half; though, as Mr. Onno observes, tbo consideration that 
xUlvcrdi Khan had been employed during his wholo reign ia 
repelling a scries of forinidablo invasions, might havo proved even 
this last estimato to bo very unreasonable. When these demands, 
amomiting to nearly three millions sterling, wero laid before Mccr 
Jatlier, his minister Boydoolub declared it utterly impossiblo for 
^Ihe Bengal treasury to defray them; but os the English refused to 
mako any abatement, and conciliated the official by high expecta- 
tions, ho at last adopted the Indian plan of promising everything, 
leaving the pcrfonnaucc to bo regulated by circumstances. It may 
be mentioued as a chunactcristic feature in this negotiation, that 
Omichund, a native who had been let into the secret, threatened to 
moke a disclosure unless his silence were purchased at an immenso 
price. To defeat this manccuvrc, Clive caused two treaties to bo 
drawn up, one real, which conUuned no stipulation whatever in 
favour of that person, tho other prepared solely for tho purpose o£ 
being shown to him, and comprising an agreement to pay him 
not less than two millions of rupees. Tho colonel having signed 
tho latter, presented it to Admiral Watson, who honourably 
refused his signature. On being asked, however, whether ho 
would allow another to write it for him, ho gave a sort of half 
consent, saying, “ ho left them to do as they pleased.” Ilia 
handwriting was then counterfeited, and, by showing this treaty 
to Omichund, his silence was secured; but tho diacoveiy of the 
deceit afterwards drove him into a stato of derangement, tcrminat> 
ing in confirmed idiotism. Mr. Mill brands this as an act of the 
most consummate baseness; while Sir John Malcolm contends, 
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grove, anil after an hour’s lucditation bccamo convinced that 
Cooto’s advice was tho soundest, and detenuined to follow it. 
Accordingly, next day he crossed tho river, and marched fifteen 
miles towards the enemy, who at dawn on tho following morning 
were seen encamped at tho distanco of a mile. 

Tho battle of Phissoy, which virtually transferred to Britain 
tho sceptre of India, was by no means fought willi a vigour cor- 
responding to the great interests at stake, 'i'ho enemy commenced 
the attack on tho 23d of June at six in tho morning, while the 
Knglish, covered by a grovo and a high bank, remained almost 
the whole day on the defensive, keeping up a straggling cannon- 
ade. At ono time, indeed, several brisk movements were made 
by tho adverse cavalry, which were repulsed by tho steady fire of 
tho field- pieces; but so languidly did tho contest proceed, that 
Colonel Clive is reported to havo fallen asleep in the midst of 
it, which Mr. Ormo accounts for by tho great fatigue ho had 
undergone. Tho nabob, however, ns cowardly ns cruel, rc- 
nnained in his tent, and was much discouraged to learn that his 
antagonists had not fled, and still more that Mecr Murdeen, tho 
best and most faithful of his gcncmls, had fallen. Tho chief inter- 
est was felt respecting tho course to bo followed by Mcer Jafiicr, 
which remained for a long timo mysterious; and his corps, oven 
when it begun to mako a movement towards the left, not being 
recognised by our countrymen, was treated as hostile. Soon, 
however, it was seen decidedly to separato from tho rest of tho 
army, and Clive then determined to make an immediate and brisk 
assault upon their camp. It was attended with complete and 
instant success; for scarcely had tho onset begun, when tho enemy 
fled, abandoning their tents, baggage, and artillery. Tho pursuit 
was continued six miles ; several ofiicers of distinction were slain, 
and forty pieces of cannon taken. Tho loss on tho British sido 
was only twenty-two killed and fifty wounded. The nabob, seized 
with panic, gave up all for lost, mounted a camel and fled, escorted 
by 2000 of his ehosen cavalry. 

Next day an interview was appointed at Daudporo between tho 



-qns Eiq JOj lauom jo nms t! Smjsantai “aAtiQ o} jaHaj v 8?U4s. oj 
pgonpni ssii aq ‘saojnoEaj pac spnsi^ jo ^aaaq os sbai ‘aqo^® 
aqj no jsaiijoj aq? Saonre aano anojq; tj jo oiaq pajqnopun aqj pus 
‘snStajaAOS snoujsnjii Aacm os jo jnopuaasap aqj „ ‘saAiasqo 
•jj^ so ‘poB Uaurob Anv nr jjoddns ^noqjuv ?J3I SBii qnprzqBqs 
aqx 'Atnana siq jo jajiod aq? ojni pajSiaAUi SBAi ‘aonajap s]i 
oj papaaaojd SuiAnq ‘jopqnqnos aqj pur ‘pBqBqrqjy pazias apnQ Jo 
qoqc^ aqx 'saApsmaqj Saomc pjAimb oj nnSaq ‘jajsnui Jiaqj jo 
s^au aq; °aipn;ALioj jo pnajsni ‘sjaiqa aApna aqi ;oa pnq ‘pansna 
aAoq ALon pinoii jsa^noa snouas Xi3a y *s|aaiaqpB tqq jo ano 
‘iqnjunuiBjj .fq papnajap Ajpiagjp qjiAi sbai qaiqjii ‘BnjBj nodn 
paqajntn ‘qoqsn aq; jo asoqj oj pnqEpaqsJooj^ ?b saaioj Jiaqj paqim 
Su^nq ‘qsq2a3[ aqx '•^poaiajgtp jnqiianios jaafqns aqj AiaiA oj 
^qSnojq aiB a.u. *ptp JanjBjp sr apjij so ;soaip AjuoqjnB siq papjuSaj 
oqAr ‘sjaqro jo spnnq aq; ni joo; n A^ajatn aanud ^nq; pan ‘{Bnimon 
arrcb naaq amp Sao[ n Joj prq saanuoid ;nc)5^ ps joao \n2o]^ 
aqi JO ja.uod aq^ ^cqi japisrioa oai uaqAi )nq noipaqaA pasinS 
-fiptin „ EB jjji^ Xq papnntq fi janpuoa siqx ‘ooiSBAai aqj 
"ajuodaj nr A3[tu jcqi pjc oj aAi{j) patpdmi aqijB ‘jaigBf jaaj^ 
qjui Ajcajj aqj pnc ‘Xpunoa tiq jo jqsajajni otjx •aanjaaqqoic 
nripnj jo snamiaad? Sinqujs jsotu oqj jo ano sjtqiqxa ‘sniodna 
pnc samop qjr.v. pajnamvmo E.Cn.v.a}cS s]i Supicq ‘qoiq,«. ‘ssajpoj 
tnoioEdp V hi'jOjDg aqj FjuajJiia aqi jo oiSuc aqi iv paiaaaa 

pnn ^napisaj o?unoAEj n ij apaui anqqy -ajidma aqi jo sajiiD 
paiBjariaA leota pnc isaSjBj aqi jo ano hi ‘Butnnf aqi pnn saSaBf) 
aqi JO noiionnf aqj jb p.r,Bnii? ‘qaiqAi jo |BijdBa aqi ‘joau amus aqi 
SuojB uoiSai ajUJaj b ‘ptqBqBjiy jo JBpqnqnog oqi eb.w. jaqio aqx 
•ajidma jnjja.'Aod c jo loas aqi aauo ‘soSubq aqi jo qpon aauiAOJd 
ang n “apno Jo q'Jq'^X aqi st:-' ^uq "Hajiu luapuadapui eb X|JBau 
pqsijqBjsa aiou ‘fjoamo paqKinSujisip oa\i .Cq papoddns eb.« aq inq 
ijIBrns XiSuipaaaxa ebai puBininoa pjnoa aq qaiipr aajoj aqx ’stiun 
Xq taiBja ftq qsqqBisa o} papaaoojd ‘bssijq pun 'jBqng[ ‘jnSuafi 
}o ABpqnqnog eb aanipsaAni aqi jaqmj sjq tnojj paujniqo Suiabij 
‘qtpczifBqs aqi p3|jno ‘[nSoj^ aqi jo nos isapp aqi puB f.Cojd 
Aevo UB ipj ppoAi If inqi paiaadxa oi[ai ‘saawud aAtina aqi jo 


‘ivoxaa JO isaab.s'oo usiiiiic 


ose 



BRITISH CONQUEST OF BENGAL. 


329 


Oil bis fate." Some recommended clemency; otbers, among ivbom 
was his son Mecraii, aged about seventeen, urged the cruel but 
safe expedient of putting him to instant death. The new nabob 
still hesitated, when the youth entreated him to go to bed and 
leave to him the care of the royal captive, lie consented, not 
without an obvious presentiment of what would follow. Hilccran 
lost no time in sending a baud of lusstissins to the apartment of 
the prisoner, who met his end with weak and pusillanimous 
lamentations; and tho view of his remains, phiccd on an elephant 
and carried through the streets, induced tho servile crowd to yield 
implicit submission to his successor. Surajah Dowlah pcrh.ips 
deserved his fate; yet tho circumstances attending it, and tho 
persons by whom it was indicted, rendered it an act of tho basest 
treachery. 

Meanwhile the English made all duo hasto to commence tho 
important investigation into the contents of the 6cng.al trc.asury; 
and the result, as ^Iccr JafSer’s minister had intimated, created 
tho most bitter disappointment. To pay the stipulated amoimt 
of 22,000,000 rupees, there was found in the exchequer only 
ld,000,000, and it could not bo entirely emptied. It was ncccs* 
sary, therefore, to be content with the immediate receipt of one- 
half, and to accept the promise of paying the rest in three annual 
instalments. Even of this half, our countrymen were obliged to 
take a third in jewels and other precious effects; yet there was 
paid down in cash £800,000. The chiefs also were graciously 
pleased to accept in return for their scn-iccs presents of very 
large amount, — a mode of remuneration accordant, it is said, with 
Indian ideas, though one cannot view it as particularly honourable. 
Clive acknowledged to have received £160,000, while to each 
member of couneil there fell £2-1,000. As Watson did not come 
in regularly for a share, one was made for him by deducting a 
tenth from that of the others, — an arrangement ivith which several 
of the officers were extremely dissatisfied. 

Soon after, the government of Bengal was involved in peculiar 
difficulties. The distracted state of the province excited the hopes 
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-'l-tcncc, anil aiTf'rinL' in rfijuital Jo willolr.v.r fnv.u ihc provijico.’* 
It WAS i;ran'.«0, on tin; ovinlittan cj* In-i cvaru.itin" llic 

ili'-trict; atul tic ilrlti'h c*'.uiit:a!nlvr na* ilms ciiaM»‘<l, witli rii- 
jnarliaWd rare, to lirinj; tliis jinjHsrtani afjair to >i Jcnninatioii. 
.lajlicr was ho caj;cr to ti 'lify hi-i pralitinU*, tliat, liutnitlislanilini; 
Ills in'Ci.’.:MUr.% In* hc->tiin^ril hjksu <Mivf, in nann*, i*f jnj^ljirr, tins 
rent lino l»y this t\iMij>any fi.r tin* Jtrrilory nouinl I'ali’ulta. 
tin-* tj*at»*. tlu; c<>l<;iu'l .’■cnl n fi.rcc a^ain-l ilsc Circar.*, whicli oh* 
laim*l at IcaFl their tn-inlnal !si^hmi■‘^i<■.n ; nml havin;: rejnih-eil an 
r.tt icl; ntailu by the lliiteli, ho rt-.'iitr.cd ihi*. jjuvcrnniejit in Febni* 
ary ar.tl jailul for litmijie. 

M> antiiiic thii inferior na:* by no incaiiA (rnn<inih Tiio yoim}' 
|irince, who, on hii fath.cr K-inj; 1*111 to death by fho Mahr:iita>, 
succeeded to tho aliito.'l enii.iy title of (5 real Mojjiil, nciianed lii;* 
pri fitniiins uixia Ilensal, and \va>{ .iftaiii ucoiitbd by tins Nabob ■>{ 
Ondo, on whom ho had a.nfcrrcd tho Mill imi>o -in;.r ran!* of viaitr. 
Their fombiiu'd f.irce^ had advanced iipm I'atna, and f;.dttod a 
conaidorahlc advantage over tho garri.ajn lieforn (‘obmd t‘ai!!ai:d, 
now cmniiandiiij” tho I'ngli-h anny, a.4 well aa this native tr<x>{;ii 
nndor Moeran, dalVu r's .«on, ciaild arrive Jii their aid. Ho inadn 
the .utae); on tho *dt.'d Fehniary ITCOj .and tlnaigh the. Ituli.'in 
.■mxili.arii-'i won; reiidorod nearly vi-idc: i hy :i very injiidieiou.-i 
pofition, lh« ISriti-h and eeiKiy-* alone i>**iin:d in ►■n ciTiriive a fire 
ai drove tho enemy oiT the llold, and «ddig*'d them to n tiro to 
Ihiliar. Meenui, however, who had received a dight wound, re* 
tillered I'atn.a, and re-.igned him* elf to e:i>-e and pleasure. The 
defeated army then conceived the Isold dc-lgu of marching .acni:!-* 
tho country hy tho hhorloi route to Moor.-*hedah:id, and siirprirtiiig 
tho nahoh in his capital, ft is bolioved, had ibis eiitcrprim been 
as promptly executed as it was ably pl:inned, lhal tho ohject 
might havi* been accomplished; hut thu chiefs indulged in tlio 
usual dilatory liahit.s of an oriental army, and Caillaud had time, 
by rapidly convoying troops down tlio river, to reiiiforec his allj’, 
and deter the enemy from tho meditated attach. Itetiirning hastily 
by tho same route, they rtnached Patna before tho English, and, 
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Major Carhac marched to its defence, and having soon brought 
tho Mogul army to action, completely defeated it. The most 
remarkable event was tho capture of M. Law, who, with a handful 
of French troops, had hitherto been tho chief support of tho native 
armies agmnst tho English. Deserted by his men, he bestrode 
one of tho guns, and in that attitude awaited the approach of 
death. Tho Hindoos, strangers to any reiined laws of war, were 
much surprised to sec the British officers approach, courteously 
invite him to their camp, and treat him as an honoured and 
respected guest. Tho major, after tho battle, sent overtures of 
accommodation, accompanied oven with an oiler to wait upon tho 
emperor in his camp ; and though these proposals wore at first 
rejected, tho prince, on mature rofiection, not only received the 
victorious commander, but proceeded \vith him to Patna. Ho 
w^ there met by Meer Cossim, and a treaty was concluded, by 
which tho. latter was invested Soubahdar of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orissa ; and in return for this he stipulated to pay the annual sum 
of twenty-four lacks of rupees, or three millions sterling. Some 
reason was even given to expect that our countrymen might aid 
in restoring the prince to the imperial power ; but tho embarrassed 
state of the finances, and other circumstances now to bo related, 
prevented any steps from bciug taken in fulfilment of that object. 

Tho first measures of Meer Cossim’s government were prudent 
and vigorous ; and, had ho been left to the exercise of independ- 
ent power, ho might have become a very good ruler. But he 
stood in a relation to his patrons which a high-spirited prince 
could scarcely continue to brook. fAfter haring twice deposed 
and set up a nabob, they not only felt themselves, but were viewed 
by others, as tho real masters of Bengal ; and their most subor- 
dinate officers conceived that they were entitled to the obedience 
of the highest native authorities.^ This bad feeling was fomented 
by a party in the council hostile to the governor, who not only 
soon became the majority, but, having been originally adverse to 
the elevation of Meer Cossim, delighted to thwart him in every 
possible manner. This body, mindful of the circumstances which 
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No sooner, however, had Mr. Ellis received news of the first 
detention, than ho resolved, agreeably to conditional instructions 
from the council, to attack that city, which, being ill provided for 
defence, was quickly carried. Gossim, on receiving intelligence 
of this violent measure, became exceedingly furious, and thence- 
forth breathed nothing but war. He was, however, soon gratified, 
by learning that the victors, having resigned themselves to secu- 
rity and plunder, had been surprised by the late governor, driven 
fi'om their conquest, and, in attempting to escape up the river, 
had been all taken prisoners. The factory at Gossimbazar, with 
its garrison, was also captured. 

The English now again raised to power Meer Jaffier, whom the 
blind desire of governing induced to forget all his wrongs. At 
the same time Major Adams, who commanded the troops, was 
ordered to open the campaign with the utmost possible vigour ; 
and he found Meer Gossim better prepared for resistance than any 
Indian sovereign who had yet been encountered. The British 
had first to defeat a strong advanced guard in firont of Moorshed- 
abad, and afterwards to storm the lines constructed for the defence , 
of the city; when, continuing to press forward, they discovered the 
soubahdar with his whole force drawn up on the plain of Geriab. 
Tbe troops presented the aspect of a European army; being 
brigaded, clothed, and accoutred in the English style, and sup- 
ported by a fine train of artillery. Their number did not exceed 
20,000 horse and 8000 foot; but to oppose this force Major Adams 
had only 3000 men. He led them on, however, to the attack, 
which the enemy mthstood during four hours with great intre- 
pidity; at one period they had even surrounded and broken a part 
of his line, and captured two pieces of cannon. But at length the 
steady and disciplined valour of tbe assailants carried everything 
before it ; and the native warriors fled, abandoning all their artil- 
lery and provisions. Their prince, notwithstanding, retired to 
an intrenched camp on the Oodwa, so strongly enclosed between 
the river, the mountains, and a swamp, that its reduction detained ^ 
the army nearly a whole month. In the end it was surprised '■ 
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in tlie individual who by legitimate descent bore the mighty name 
of the Great Mogul. At this court the fugitive viceroy was well 
received, and Sujah, probably with a view to his own aggrandize- 
ment, undertook to support his cause; after which these three 
distinguished personages inarched with their united force to attack 
the British array, which happened then to be very ill prepared to 
sustain so formidable an encounter. The troops, composed in a 
great measure of foreigners and sepoys, complained that, after 
such a series of brilliant victories, they were left not only without 
reward, but suftering severely from the climate and' scarcity of 
provisions. Their discontents broke forth into open mutiny, and 
numbers even separated from the main body. Major Carnac, who 
in these circumstances assumed the command, did not feel himself 
in a condition to undertake offensive operations, but waited the 
attack in, his camp near Patna. The soldiers, when engaged in 
battle, forgot their mutinous propensities, and behaved with the 
utmost steadiness. After a protracted conflict, they completely 
repulsed the enemy, though from extreme fatigue they were unfit 
for any lengthened pursuit. Sujah Dowlah was obliged to retreat 
into Oude, whither the English commander did not attempt to 
follow him. 

In May 1764 the command devolved upon Major Hector Monro, 
an enterprising officer, who determined to follow up the advantages 
gained by his predecessors. It appeared indispensable, however, 
to begin by completely checking the spirit of insubordination, and 
to employ for this purpose measures of imposing rigour. A 
battalion of sepoys having left the camp soon after he. had joined, 
was pursued and brought back; when, selecting twenty-four of 
the ringleaders, he ordered them to be blown from the mouth of a 
cannon, — a fate which they met vrith much intrepidity- No dis- 
position to mutiny being thenceforth manifested, Monro marched 
against Sujah, whom he found strongly intrenched at Buxar on 
the river Soane. The difficulty of attacking the enemy in this 
position was obviated by their advancing against the British at 
eight in the morning of the 23d October ; when, after a combat 
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soldier, rose to such power as to threaten the very existence of 
the British dominion in the East. 

Mysore, down to a recent period, had not been entirely sub- 
jected to the [Mohammedan sway; it was still ruled by native 
princes, who paid homage, .and sometimes tribute, first to the kings 
of the Deccan, and after their fall to the Mogul. In the decline 
of the latter sovereignty both these were withheld, unless when 
the imperial lieutenant could assemble a force sufficiently strong 
to wrest payment from the local sovereign. This independence, 
however, was of little avail to the original rajahs, who, sinking, 
according to the custom of oriental princes, into voluptuous indo- 
lence, allowed the government to pass almost entirely into the 
hands of their ministers. "When the war in the Carnatic first led 
the English into hostility Avith Mysore, two brothers, Dcoraj and 
Nunjeraj, of whom the latter possessed the more vigorous cb.irac- 
ter, had risen to the head of affairs. At this time, however, there 
was coming into notice a young adventurer, destined to effect a 
complete revolution in that country, and in all Southern India. 

Colonel 'Wilks, from native authorities, has given .m account of 
the origin of Hyder with a degree of minuteness which it is un- 
necessary for us to follow. His family'appears to have sprung 
from the northern territory of the Funjaub; they were of low 
station, and so poor, as in some instances to subsist upon alms. 
Futtee Mohammed, the father, reared by a charitable hand, en- 
tered the army of a IMysorean chief, and having served with dis- 
tinction was raised to the rank of a Naik, an officer of peons or 
foot-soldiers. A lady of some quality, whose husband had been 
robbed and murdered by banditti, being reduced to the utmost 
want, was prevailed upon to give her two daughters successively 
in marriage to this adventurer. By the youngest he had two sons, 
named Shabaz and Hyder; but, when they had attained only the 
respective ages of nine and seven, their father and the prince his 
master were killed in battle. The mother and her boys then fell 
into the power of a rapacious chief, who not only seized all the 
property he could find, but employed the most cruel torture to 
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qno qsnaqq aq oq ‘jgo qna sana pnn sason aiaqq SniABq ‘ao ‘sniBqo 
oqni nuoaqq aaqqia aq oq saaqaoddns siq pasnna ‘qaadsaa jo aauB^q 
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attempt eluding; and the practices of a common London thief 
may be considered just and honourable, compared with those by 
which Hyder rose to the rank of an Indian monarch. Not only 
the great and regular objects of pillage, such as convoys of grain) 
horses, or herds of cattle, but clothes, turbans, ear-rings, the most 
trifling ornaments talccn from the persons of females, and even of 
children, were alike welcome. Nor did his friends enjoy any 
exemption, provided the thefl; could bo executed with secrecy; 
and by these means, before ho left Trichinopoly, he had collected 
1500 horse, 5000 infantry, with elephants, camels, and all the 
other appendages of a chief of high rank. Having distinguished 
himself also by his military services, he continued in great favour, 
and was appointed Foujedar of Dindigul, an Important place 
recently acquired in the country of the Polygars. Here ho 
enlarged his forces and increased his wealth, not only by the 
plunder of the surrounding territories, but by the most scandalous 
impositions practised on bis own sovereign, as well as on the 
commissioners sent to inquire into his conduct. He managed to 
bring his troops to what was. called a circular muster, in which 
ten thousand men counted as 18,000; thereby obtaining pay for 
a fictitious number, and also at a rate much above his actual 
expenditure. Having an allowance for every wounded soldier, he 
imposed on the inspector by presenting many who were perfectly 
sound, but had their hands and feet tied with bandages dipt in 
turmeric. By these gross frauds he completely deluded Nunjeraj, 
who thought it wonderful that so great a force could be main- 
tained, and the war successfully carried on at an expense so 
moderate. 

Hyder had now collected so much strength, both of arms and 
treasure, and had acquired so high a reputation, that he began to 
aim at the throne of Mysore. His views were greatly favoured 
by the violent dissensions which prevailed at court. The young 
rajah, whom Nunjeraj kept as a convenient tool, determined to 
make an effort to extricate himself from this thraldom, and had 
ahready secured the support of a large body of adherents ; but 
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talent, a negotiation witit tlw nijah, who, with the view of being 
enabled to re.'itnno the real authority in hia own kingdutn, agreed 
to concur in the removal of Xunjoraj. CircuniHlancca favoured 
their deaigna. A fresh arrear of pay liaving aceuinnlatcd, the 
trtJops again c.dablishcd thenisclves in J/a/nni before his gate; 
when Ilyder, instead of .sltidylug before to appease their dis* 
content, and relieve his patron's distress, sought only to foment 
the one and aggravate the other. Xny, with a semblance of grief 
and reluctance, he concurred with them in atiraping to the jwsition 
of dhurna. Xunjeraj, thus pressed, nl length agreed to retire 
with a liberal nllowaucc of treasure and troops, and leave the ftcld 
open to Ins rival; u()on which the rajah, having assumed the 
government, intrusted the whole adiuini>tration, civil and mili'uiry, 
to Ifyder and Kundc How. It was not likely that the deposed 
minister should remain long satisfied with his altered condition, 
lietiring to the city of My.^ore, only nine miles diotant from the 
capita), he recruited Ida forces with the utmost diligence. A 
demand was hereupon made that he should discharge his troops, 
remove to a greater distance, and he. content 'vith a fi.ved allow* 
mice for his private cxpca.sea. He indignantly wrote in answer 
to Ilvdcr: — “ I have made vouwhat vou are, and now vou refuse 
me a place in which to liido my hcail. Ho what you please, or 
what you can. I move not from Mysore.," 'I'lie other immedi- 
ately proceeded to bc.siege the city, which, nficr an obstinate 
rcsi.stance, surrendered ; mid Xunjeraj was obliged to accept the 
bard conditions imiKised by the victor. 

Hyder seemed now at the height of [lower ; yet bo was soon after 
involved in the most serious peril he bad ever encountered. Tho 
rajah and tho dowager were not long in discovering, what indeed 
they could scarcely fail to furc.scc, that by this change of affairs 
they had merely substituted one sovereign minister for another, 
and were as dc.slituto as over of any real power. They gained 
over Kundc Row, who then watched in conjunction with them the 
opportunity of .striking a blow against tho man of whom ho had 
been so long the devoted adherent ; and it occurred sooner th.-m 
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■. Upon this successful stratagem Hyder founded another still 
deeper. He affixed the seal of Nunjeraj to a numher of letters, 
seeming to contain a treasonable correspondence, addressed to the 
principal officers in Kunde Row’s army. They were sent by an 
emissary, who appeared to exercise the strictest vigilance lest they 
should fall into the hands of that chief, yet took effectual means 
that they should he intercepted. This leader, with all his expe- 
rience and profound policy, was completely deceived; and see- 
ing himself, as he imagined, betrayed by his own followers, he 
abruptly quitted the camp and hastened to Seringapatara. The 
army ■was thus thrown into a state of complete disorganization, 
when Hyder, attacking them unexpectedly, put them to a total 
rout, capturing guns, stores, baggage, and all the infantry, who 
were then incorporated with his own troops ; the cavalry alone, 
by an early flight, effected their escape. Kunde Row discovei'ed 
the deceit, and soon began to rally his men, when his antagonist 
had recourse to another artifice. He lay several days in apparent 
inaction, as if not intending to follow up his victory ; then sud- 
denly, by a rupid night-march, came on bis opponents at unawares, 
and gained a signal advantage. After reducing many of the 
surrounding places, he advanced against the remaining force of 
5000 or 6000 cavalry intrenched under the guns of Seringapatam. 
By entering into a feigned treaty, he lulled anew the suspicions 
of his adversaries, who suffered themselves to ho again completely 
surprised, with nearly the entire loss of their horses and baggage. 
All Hyder’s enemies weiu now at his mercy ; still he wished that 
the terms which he meant to exact should appear as if offered and 
pressed upon him by the vanquished rajah. He sent a message, 
merely soliciting that the defeated general should he delivered up, 
and the large balance due to himself from the state he liquidated ; 
adding that his highness might then either continue him in his 
service, or allow him to seek his fortune elsewhere. He privately 
transmitted, however, an intimation as to what he would be pleased 
to accept ; and accordingly, under the impulse of necessity, the 
rajah was at length compelled to entreat the victor to relieve him 
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niunication, that oven tho vigilant Ilyder was Burpriscd by the 
appearance of their inaiu body, when he iiungincd them to bo still 
at a distance. lie w:is defeated, and atlcr several unsuccessful 
attempts, during a campaign of some length, to retrieve his atYairs, 
was compelled to purcliase peace by extensive ecssioms, .and tho 
p!vymeut of thirty-two lacks of rupees. That tumultuary horde 
then retired, and left him at liberty to pursue his farther acquisi- 
tions. lie directed his arms against Calicut, still ruled by a per- 
sonage entitled tlie zmuorin, and esteemed the principal maritime 
city oil that coast. Its troops opposed him with the samu desul- 
tory but harassing warfare by which they had baffled the attack 
of Albuquerque. The rude soldier, however, forced his way 
through these obstacles and approached tho capital, when tho 
zamorin, despairing of being able to prolong the resistance, came 
out with his ministers and endeavoured to negotiate a treaty. lie 
was favourably received, and on his olYering ransom to tho amount 
of £190,000 sterling, tho invader agreed to abstain from farther 
aggression. But this did not prevent him from attacking and 
carrying Calicut by surprise j and, as tho money was produced 
very slowly, he sought to hasten payment by placing the sovereign 
and bis nobles under eloso restraint, and oven by applying torture 
to the latter. The prince, dreading that ho would be exposed to 
a similar indignity, shut and b.arricaded the doors of tho house in 
which he was cuudiied, set tiro to it, and before the flames could 
be extinguished, he had perished. Several of his attendants i^ro 
said to have thrown themselves into tho burning mansion, and 
suifered the same fate. A conquest achieved by such deeds 
of violence soon excited a fierce rebellion, which was suppressed 
only by severe executions, and by tho transportation of a great 
number of the people to a remote quarter of Mysore. 

These rapid successes, and thc.3dditiontd resources derived from 
them, alarmed the great powers of Southern India. Nizam Ali, 
sonbahdar of the Deccan, and Madoo Bao, theMahratta commander, 
united in a confederacy to crush the assailant ; and the English 
agreed to place an auxiliary force at the disposal of the fomier, 
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exactly the same tlir.'Udoni as tbo rajah of Mysore was kept by 
ITydcr ; tbo approving sound was changed into suppressed laughter; 
the Mahratta chief hung down his bend ; and a serious negotiation 
was iinniedintcly conuncnccd. lie consented, on the payment of 
thirty-five lacks of rupees, to quit the country and withdraw 
entirely from the grand .nlliance. lie had gained his end; and 
when Colonel Tod was scut to urgo him to fulfil his engagements, 
the whole court laughed in that officer’s face. 

Colonel Smith, meantime, supported only by the poor, ill-paid, 
and undisciplined troops of the nizam, had entered ^lysorc. lie 
soon began to suspect that this would prove a very futile expedi- 
tion; and in fact it was about to assume a character much more 
disastrous than he anticipated. Ilis Indian ally had t.akcn 
umbrage on various grounds at the English presidency. They 
had procured from the Mogul, now a merely nominal potentate, 
the grant of the valuable territory of the Northern Circars. Mo- 
hammed All, their confederate, whom they bad raised to ho 
Nabob of the Carnatic, had meantime advanced pretensions to the 
dominions and rank of the nizam, which the latter suspected the 
British of secretly favouring, llydcr therefore employed ^laphuz 
Khan, brother to that chief, who, actuated by the fraternal 
jealousies usually prevalent in India, had come over to the 
^lysorcan interest, to open a secret corrcspoudenco with the 
soub.'ihdar. This last was easily persuaded that he should most 
successfully rc.'ilizc his views of aggrandizement by entering into 
a league with Ilyder against Mohammed and that foreign power, 
of which he was rendering himself the instrument; and accordingly 
these two parties, who were so lately vowing each other’s destruc- 
tion, united in an ofiensive treaty against our countt^'men. Colonel 
Smith, both from his own observation and from notices given by 
his faithful ally, soon obtained a clear perception of this change 
in the position of affairs. It bore rather a serious aspect, con- 
sidering the distance to w'bich he had advanced into the enemy’s 
tei'ritory; but on his remonstrances the nizam concurred in the 

propriety of his retreat, only desiring that a corps of tlirce 
z 
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that they shonld no longer wait the slow operation of famine, but 
bring on a general action. They made the attack at Trinomalee, 
confident in their superior numbers and vast masses of cavalry; 
but Smith, _hy an able movement round a mountain, and by the 
skill with which his artillery was served, completely baffled the 
efforts of this great though irregular host. The pursuit was marked 
by a singular occurrence. The Indian chief, according to his 
absurd practice, had ranged in the rear a long line of elephants, 
on which his favourite ladies, seated in pomp, surveyed the battlel 
When , the field was seen to be lost, orders were sent that this 
cavalcade should retreat at full speed; hut a female voice, issuing 
from a splendid vehicle borne by one of these animals, exclaimed, 
“This elephant has not been instructed so to tm-n: he follows the 
standard of the empire 1” The consequence was, that before the 
flag passed several of these huge quadrupeds had fallen, and the 
balls were already flying among the fair fugitives. 

The nizam, on witnessing these disasters and the disappoint- 
ment of all his hopes of aggrandizement at the expense of the 
English, began to waver in the alliance. Another check sustained 
near Amboor, and the invasion of his territory by a detachment 
from Bengal, confirmed him in the resolution to withdraw himself 
from Hyder, and agree to a separate treaty, which was concluded 
on the 23d February 1768. "Under the pressure of such circum- 
stances he obtained tolerable terms; but was obliged to confirm the 
grant of the Circars made by the Mogul, There were to be paid 
to him, however, five lacks annually; not in name of tribute for 
this district, but as a friendly subsidy. Even from this there was 
to be deducted, for the expenses of the war, twenty-five millions, at 
the rate of three every year. Nor was any opposition to be made 
to the appropriation by the British of a considerable extent of 
.Hyder’s dominions. 

The presidency of Madras felt now the highest exultation, and 
sent immediate orders to Colonel Smith to enter Mysore, and strike 
a blow at the centre of Hyder’s power. That officer reprf# 
the impossibility of subsisting his army in the elevated . 
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opponents, ho showed a willingness to submit to very considerable 
sacriiices. lie oven odered to relinquish the frontier district of 
Earaniahl, and to pay ten lacks of rupees for the expenses of the 
war ; but the leading persons at the presidency, still buoyed up 
with hopes of conquest, made such enormous demands, both of 
money and territory, as confirmed his resolution to persevere in 
arms. The council, on pretence of consulting Smith, recalled him 
to Madras, leaving the command with Colonel Wood, who had 
gained x'cputation by his rapid subjection of the lower districts. 
This ofliccr, however, proved himself wholly unable to contend 
with Ilydcr. Being surprised nt Baugloor, he was obliged to 
retreat with confusion and loss, and must have suffered grc.atly but 
for the prompt arrival of ^lajor Fitzgerald with a reinforcement 
Tie was forthwith sent a prisoner to Madras, and the charge 
devolved on the officer just named. 

The British force had now been considerably weakened by 
remaining so long in the open field, insufficiently supplied with 
food, and exposed to the mifavourablc influences of the climate. 
The Indian chief, who had gained continual accessions of strength, 
detennined on a bold movement, not in front of the English, but 
by one of his circuitous marches among the hills. First his 
gcncr.'il, and then himself, aided by their thorough knowledge of 
tbo passes of the Ghauts, descended suddenly into the level eoun- 
try’ of Coirabatoor and Baramabl, with the conquest of which our 
countrymen had been so highly elated. lie found the Company's 
troops scattered in numerous small bodies, and occupying indo* 
feusiblc positions, which fell one after another, almost without 
resistance, while several w’cro betrayed by the native commandants; 
so that in six weeks ho had re-annexed to his territory nil these 
boasted acquisitions. On this occasion a detachment under Cap- 
tain Nixon being surrounded by the whole force of the enemy, 
was, after a gallant resistance, almost entirely destroyed. Hyder 
then marched upon Eroad, which was under the command of 
Captain Orton, whom he invited to come to his tent under promise 
of safety. This officer, with a rashness which Wilks can only 
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terms wore too liigb. 'Hostilities were resumed, and Smith being 
restored to tbe command, checked the progress of the marauder, 
who, however, engaged at last in a most daring entci'prise. "With 
a body of 6000 chosen cavalry, and 200 picked infantry, he made 
a rapid sweep of 130 miles in less than four days, and appeared 
within five miles of hladras to the astonished council, who, then 
thoroughly awakened from their dreanis of ambition, w'ere seized 
with the deepest feelings of despondency. The British army 
could easily have returned in time to secure the fort; and they 
had only to fear the plunder of the country-seats, and perhaps of 
the native town, though this last danger is considered as doubtful; 
hut they agreed at once to the demands which he made, that 
Colonel Smith should be ordered to suspend his march, and that 
.M- Dnprii, nominated as the future governor, shonld come out to 
settle the basis of a peace. In tbe present temper of the belli- 
gerents, the negotiation was neither long nor diffieult, A treaty 
was concluded in April 1769, on the condition of placing the 
possessions of both parties, with scarcely an exception, on the 
same footing as before the war. Hyder solicited an alliance 
offensive and defensive; the English granted only the last, which, 
how’ever, was found to involve them, in all the responsibility that, 
by refusing the first, they had sought to escape. 

Having thus terminated with advantage and glory this great 
contest with the British, he felt himself better prepared to en- 
counter a still more formidable enemy. The Mahrattas, under 
Madoo Bao, entered his dominions with a force supposed to be at 
least double that of his army, and led by able commanders. He 
endeavoured a second time to check them by laying waste his 
territory ; but the invaders, as before, surmounted every obstacle, 
and, forming a regular plan of conquest, reduced successively all 
his strong places, and committed the most monstrous cruelties. 
At one fortress, which had made an obstinate resistance, the bar- 
barian leader ordered the noses and ears of the garrison to be cut 
off; and sending for the governor, asked if he was not conscious 
,of deserving to be thus mutilated and disgraced? The other re- 
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during a month a daily cannonade, 'which produced no ^ect, 
while the I'esouvces of Hydcr were constantly recruited. He now 
proceeded to operate with success on their real*, and, after a 
tedious and desultory 'warfare of a year and a half, prevailed on 
them to accept the terms which he offered; namely, the cession of 
a great part of his northern dominions, and the immediate pay- 
ment of fifteen lacks of rupees, and fifteen more hereafter , — a 
term of which he fully understood the value. 

The English during this war did not fulfil their engagement to 
aid the Mysorean ruler in the defence of his dominions. After it 
was concluded, the Company wrote to their principal officers, 
strongly condemning their interference in the wars of the Carnatic, 
the formation of any alliances which might involve them in hos- 
tilities, and particularly the supplying arms and ships to Hydcr, 
or any other native power. To enforce these 'news, Sir John 
Lindsay was sent out as a sort of minister-plenipotentiary, to act 
as a check upon the council. He, however, soon went much 
beyond his commission, for he formed a close intimacy with the 
nabob Mohammed Ali, whom he joined in urging that the presi- 
dency should embrace the cause of the invaders. They success- 
fully resisted so gross a violation of their treaty; but these 
opposite impulses rendered the whole conduct of the British weak 
and vacillating. The Court, on being made acquainted with the 
doings of Sir John, superseded him, and appointed in his place 
Admiral Harland, commander of the fleet, to whom such instruc- 
tions were given as were es:pected to prevent a similar collision. 
But he, neglecting their advice, proceeded in the very same 
manner, opening treaties of his own accord, and urging to warlike 
operations. The Court at length gave up this ill-judged attempt 
to check the council by a separate and co-ordinate power. The 
ansiety of the Company to follow a neutral and pacific system, 
and the total absence of any 'wish for a farther acquisition of ter- 
ritory, was, however, strongly impressed upon them. 

Hyder, as soon as he had extricated himself from this invasion, 
employed the most active exertions to regain his lost territory; 
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had been reduced, the upper made so obstinate a defence that a 
treaty was agreed on, granting peace on the payment of a large 
amount of treasure. A young man sent as a bostiigc, being well 
entertained in llyder’s camp, was induced to betray the secret 
cause of submission, namely, that there was only a supjdy of 
water for three days in the fort. Ho took no notice at the 
moment; but soon afterwards contriving to find a defect in the 
articles, ho renewed the siege, and Morari Rao in the end was 
compelled to surrender at discretion. The most obstinate resist- 
ance was experienced from the Polygar of Chittlcdroog, who ruled 
over a warlike and fanatic tribe, called Seder. They bad reoi'cd 
in the most elevated part of their citadel a shrine to Kalco or 
Doorga, the Indian goddess of destruction, and they firmly believed 
that, so long as it was duly served, the place would never fall. 
Every jllonday morniug solemn devotions wore performed to the 
goddess; then a loud blast with the bugle was blown, upon which 
the garrison rushed forth in a desperate sally, with the object 
cbiclly of procuring human heads to be ranged in pyramidal rows 
before the dread Icmple of the destroying deity. Although, con- 
trary to every military rule, they thus gave to the enemy full 
warning of the period of attack, it was made with such fury, and 
at such various points, that the goddess was scarcely ever defrauded 
of her bloody ollcrings ; and when tbo place fell, two thousand 
heads were found piled in front of her portal, llyder was obliged 
by Mahratta invasion to abandon the siege, which, however, he 
afterwards renewed; but it was only through treason that the gover- 
nor was obliged to own that the mighty spell ofKalco was broken, 
and to admit an enemy within the impregnable bulwarks of 
Chittlcdroog. 

Deep discontent against the English was now rankling in the 
mind of llyder. He had, as formerly mentioned, earnestly 
courted their alliance; for his own purposes, doubtless, but on the 
fair and honourable principle that the parties should mutually 
support each other against the overwhelming power of the Mah- 
rattas. Their conduct, however, in the late war, when they saw 
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ia order to defend it. It baa been supposed ibat bis resentment 
at tbis step was one cjuisc of the rooted enmity which ho ever 
after displayed against England ; hut the real motives of his con- 
duct probably lay deeper, and were connected with a more es- 
U’mlcd view of his peculiar interests. 

The government at ilaJms, while they adopted a more judicious 
policy in reg.inl to the chief of Mysore, unfortunately shut their 
eves to the iMjssibilily of its failure, and could not be conr'inced 
that tJjcY were in any danger from his hostility. Yet he made 
no ‘ veat of his feelings, and seems even to have amused himself 
by trying how :ar he could proceed without rousing' them from 
their svcurity. They .-cnt to him SwarLz, the Danish mLisionarj', 
.1 highly rc'ivct.“4ble and amiable man, whom he received with 
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The next object was to unite into one army the different 
detachments spread over the. country; the most numerous and 
best equipped being under Colonel Baillie, who had advanced far 
into the interior with a view to offensive operations. This corps 
amounted to 2800 men, the main body not exceeding 5200. Lord 
Maclcod, who had recently arrived in India, and held the actual 
command, strongly, and apparently with reason, recommended 
that the point of junction should be fixed in front of -Madras, not 
in the heart of a province entirely occupied by the enemy. Sir 
Ucctor Monro, the commandcr-in-ebief, however, undertook to 
unite the armies at Conjeveram, fifty miles distant from the eapi- 
tal ; but Baillie, in order to rcacb that place, was obliged to toko 
an inland route, in which ho was exposed to the hazard of being 
attacked by the whole force of the invader. He was detained ten 
days by the swelling of the river Cortolaur, and, after effecting 
bis passage, was assailed by a large detachment under Tippoo, 
which ho repulsed, but not without sustaining some loss. Hydcr 
then, under cover of a feigned movement against Sir Hector, in< 
terposed his whole army between the two English divisions. They 
were then only fourteen miles distant, within hearing of each 
other’s cannon, and, could they have acted in concert, would have 
easily defeated the irregular host opposed to them. Baillie wrote, 
urging Sir Hector to join him ; but this commander, conceiving 
that he would thereby lose Conjeveram with its small supply, of 
provisions and stores, chose rather to send to his support Colonel 
rictchcr, at the head of 1000 soldiers, — a most hazardous move- 
ment across a country already covered by the enemy’s detach- 
ments. Yet Fletcher, with great skill and aetivity, and by 
deceiving his own deceitful guides, succeeded, amid every danger, 
in joining the corps that ho was ordered to iissist, which he raised 
to upwards of 3700 men. Hydcr burst into the most furious 
invectives against his officers for not Inaviug prevented this union ; 
and the French, conceiving it preparatory to a combined attack 
by these two divisions, exhorted tho chief, by a speedy retreat, to 
shun a general action, 'riie rajah bad fornted a juster estimate of 
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WAA tliia miserable cata>.troplic, on which Coloiuil Wilka 
liCAitato* nut to pronoiinct*, that if either of thu cuniniandurs had 
followed the dictated of ordinary cxiiericnce, both corp.-} would have 
been saved ; and if the two chiefa had acted well, the di.scuinlituro 
would have been on the hide of the encmj*. Sir I lector approached 
within two miles of the fatal biit observing the firing cease 
and no return made to his signals, be withdrew; and, cm learning 
the fate of the detachmenf, fell back to Chinglepnt, where he was 
joined by a smaller party under Colonel Cosby, who had conducted 
his retreat with ability and success. The prisoners were conveyed 
to rteringapatam, where tliey were nsed with the greatest inbnma- 
)dty. All those not wounded were put in irons, and lodged in jt, 
kind of open shed, with sleeping-places at the corners, supplied 
simply with mats. Only sixpence n-day was allowed for food, and 
no medicine was jtrovldcd under the severe maladies cau:cd by 
this mode of life, and to which many fell victims. 

The fir.'t advantage that the nilcr of Mysore drew from this 
victory was the reduction of Arcot, which, after a rcspec.’abii- d,- 
fence, surrendered on the 3d Kovcinber 17t>0. lie bcdd :i>. i 
close siege Wundcwasli, Vellore, C'hiugleput, .and other is;!'.,.- .... 
buhvarks of tho Carnatic. 
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his opponent. This station was extremely formidable ; but Sir 
Eyre Coote skilfully leading bis men through a passage formed by 
the enemy for a different purpose, di'cw them up in the fi\ce of 
several powerful batteries as well as of a vast body of cavalry, and 
finally eai-ried all- before him. The rajah, seated on a portable 
stool upon an eminence in the rear of tbe army, was struck with 
amazement at the success of the attack, and burst into the most 
furious passion ; refusing for some timo to move from the spot, till 
a trusty old servant almost by force drew the slippers on his legs, 
and placed him on a swift horse, which bore him out of the reach 
of danger. 

This victory enabled the English commander to relieve "Wande- 
wash a second time, which was again closely pressed by Tippoo ; 
but it did not supply his urgent want of money, provisions, and 
equipments. After sundry marches and countermatches, Hyder 
once more took the field, and waited battle in a position cbosenby 
himself, being no other than the fortunate spot, as he deemed it, 
near the village of Polilloor, where he had gained the triumph 
over the corps of Colonel Baillie. Here General Coote led his 
troops to an action which proved more bloody than decisive ; for 
though he placed them in various positions, he found them every- 
where severely annoyed by a cross-fire from the enemy. Mr. 
Mill’s authorities even assert, that his movements were paralyzed 
by a dispute with Sir Hector Monro, and that had the Mysorean 
captain made a vigorous charge he would have completely carried 
the day. But he at length yielded the ground on which the battle 
was fought, and the English reached it over the dead bodies of 
their yet unburied countrymen, who had fallen in the former action. 
The natives, according to some accounts, boasted of this encounter 
as a complete victory ; but Colonel Wilks says they represented it 
merely as a drawn battle, which was not very far from the truth. 

Neither the fame nor strength of the Bi'itish army was much 
improved by this engagement. The commander, however, having 
learned that the important fortress of Vellore was besieged and re- 
duced to extremity, determined upon a vigorous attempt to relieve 
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found lumsolf unclosed by an :u:uiy of inocu tlian ton times his 
number. All accounts agree that thu rusislancu of this devoted 
little corps was trvdy gallant, and that, during the protracted con- 
test, they repulsed repeated and desperate altaehs. But at length 
an onset by the French troops broke the sepoys ; the whole were 
thrown into confusion, and finally either killed or obliged to sur- 
render. The French otticers displayed their usual humanity, and 
even Tippoo, who commanded, did not on this occasion tieat the 
prisoners with his accustomed barbarity. 

Xotwithstaudiug this triumph, llyder felt deep anxiety tis to 
his future prospects. He learned that, through the indefatigable 
exertions made by ^Ir. Hastings from Bengal, the ^lahrutta 
govurumeut had withdrawn from his alliance, and had even bound 
themselves to guarantee tlie British territory as it stood at the 
period of their last tretity. At the same time a dehiclnuent, which 
he had sunt to besiege TelUchcrry on the lilalabar coast, met with 
a very unexpected resistance; they were not only unable to make 
any impression, but, ou a strong reinforcement being received 
from Bombay, were beaten oitd compelled to surrender. So much 
depressed was ho by these unfavourable circumstances, that he 
had even formed the design of evacuating thu Carnatic, when 
tidings arrived of a strong body of French troops having iwrivcd 
ou the coast ; and accordingly, ou the 10th March, they landed 
to the amount of 3000. These auxiliaries .and their allies, regard- 
ing themselves now decidedly superior in the field, immediately 
laid siege to Cuddalorc, which, having been imperfectly provided 
with the means of defence, surrendered almost without resistance. 
They then proceeded to attack the imporUmt position of Wandc- 
wash; but General Cooto having presented himself, and oflered 
battle for its relief, the combined army, tnth all its boasted 
strength, declined that issue and retreated towards Pondicherry. 
The British general followed, and defeated them with consider- 
able loss near Arnce. At the same time ho thi'ow supplies into 
Vellore, and undertook an expedition against Cuddalore, which 
failed only through the want of naval co-operation. Thus, even 
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whicli he governed with brilliant talent and profound political 
wisdom, though without the least tincture of honoui*, principle, or 
humanity. His death formed a crisis the most alarming for the 
power which he had reared. An Indian army is held together 
by no sentiment of patriotism, public duty, or professional cha- 
racter, but simply by fealty to their chief, and reliance on their 
pay. TVhen their leader disappears, his soldiers are converted 
from an organized body to a scattered crowd of individuals, who 
either disperse entirely or are formed into hands, eaeh following 
the leader who attaches them to him by his exploits, or can bribe 
them by his wealth. This danger was great as it respected 
the family of Hyder, whose active mind was the soul of every 
movement in the court and army. His sagacity, however, enabled 
him to choose instruments who, in the hour of trial, proved faith- 
ful to himself and his house. 

' The affairs of his treasury were administered by tbe joint 
instnunentality of Poornea and ICishen Bao, two Bramins of 
opposite sects, spealring different languages, and serving as checks 
upon each other. These two persons, as soon as they saw Hyder’s 
last hour approaching, formed in concert the exti'aordinary design 
of concealing it from the army and the world. The state of his 
health had for some time prevented him from receiving any but 
his most confidential servants ; to them the two treasurers, with 
awful injunctions of secrecy, communicated the fact; while to all 
the others they gave regular reports of the progress of the malady, 
which they still represented as favourable. Only Mohammed 
Ameen, cousin-german to tbe monarch, with another chief, con- 
trived the plan of raising to power his second son, a youth of 
defective intellect, as a pageant in whose name they themselves 
might govern. But their plot was discovered; and they were 
apprehended and sent off under a strong guard, as if by the per- 
sonal orders of tbe sovereign. The instant that the rajah expired, 
his faithful ministers despatched notice to his eldest son, which 
reached him in four days. Tippoo instantly suspended his opera- 
tions against tbe English, and accomplished a march with extreme 
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of complaint and invective against this government; against 
the Nabob of Arcot and his ministers; against the commauder-in- 
chief of all the forces in India; against the commnudcr-iu-chicf 
of lus majesty’s fleet; against your own provincial cominandcr-iu- 
ehief; and again, against this government." It was observed, 
that the efforts of the presidency, when they had the entire 
management of the war and the most liberal supplies, had been 
altogether unavailing for the delivery of the Carnatic. Sir Eyre 
Coote was accordingly sent to resume the eommand, with nearly 
the same unlimited powers os before, to which Lord ^lucartncy 
very decidedly objected. But the gallant general, overcome by 
the hardships of the voyage, suffered a renewal of some former 
disease, and expired on the 26th April 1783, two days after 
re.'iching ^^ladras, and about four months .after the decease of the 
groat Indian prince whoso career ho had checked. 

The war in the Carnatic had now assumed an aspect favourable 
beyond expectation. Tippoo, from causes which we shall pre- 
sently notice, considering the west of Inditi as having become the 
principal theatre of hostilities, withdrew his troops from the 
former place, in order that ho might act in the latter with more 
effect. In consequence of his dcp.arturo it was determined to 
attack Cuddolore, where the Ercnch had now concentrated their 
main strength. As this place was receiving continual reinforce- 
ments, it was desirable to proceed speedily to its investment; but 
the ^ladras government lodged heavy complaints of the t.ardy 
progress made by General Stuart, who performed only a daily 
march of three miles, and thus required forty days, instead of the 
usual period of twelve, to reach his destination. He was censured 
also for immediately calling Colonel Fullerton from Taujore, an 
expedient which was understood to be reserved for a case of urgent 
necessity. The fact, however, appears to have been, that with 
every reinforcement which could be obtained, the task was beyond 
his strength. Bossy, the French commander, had under him a 
numerous and brave army, with a considerable body of native 
troops. In an attack, which took place on the 13th June, the 
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regardless of several detjicliincnts of the enemy wliioli were hover- 
ing on his flank and rear. Ho experienced a degree of success 
which there was little room to anticipate ; everything gave way 
before him, and Cednoro itself surrendered without a blow. lie is 
supposed to have found in that city a treasure exceeding £800,000, 
and was accused of appropriating to himself a considerable por- 
tion of it; but, from the events which followed, this charge could 
never bo fully investigated. It would appear from Colonel Wilks, 
that treason, unknown to tho general, had aflbrdcd the means of 
his triumph. Sheik Ayilz, the governor, had been raised to a 
high command by Ilydcr, who was accustomed to reproach Tippoo 
with the superior qualities of this slave ns contrasted witli his own. 
Hence the prince conceived tho most deadly hatred against the 
favourite, who, soon after tho late monarch's decease, intercepted 
a letter from the now sultan ordering him to be put to death. 
Under this impulse, he hastened to tho citadel, and cflcctcd its 
delivery to tho English. Ho did not, however, join in active 
warfare against his cruel master, but contented himself on his 
approach with retiring to the coast. 

Tippoo was greatly annoyed on learning tho fall of this im- 
portant place, and tho near advance of tho enemy towards his 
(uipital. Wathews was soon informed that successive corps wero 
throwing themselves on his rear, and surrounding him with a 
force against which he would be unablo to cope. He had by 
this time obtained permission from tho Bombay government to act 
according to his onni discretion ; but be was now so elated by his 
easy victory, that ho placed blind confidcnco in fortune, and oven, 
according to certain statements, believed himself aided by somo 
supernatural power. Thus, reposing in full security, ho allowed 
his communications with tho sea to be intercepted, while his troops 
wero surrounded by Tippoo's whole force, aided by tho science of 
Cossigny, a French engineer. Tho garrison were driven into tho 
citadel, and, after a bravo defence, wero reduced to the necessity 
of capitulating, though on favourable terms, receiving a promise 
that they should be safely conducted to the coast. "When tho 
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tlio civil resident, and through the military talents of Colonels 
Lang and Fullerton, verj’ important advantages were gained. 
First Caroor and Dindigul, and afterwards Palgaut and Coimha- 
toor, were reduced. The la.st of the above-named oilicers was even 
preparing to ascend the Ghauts and inarch upon Scringnpatain, 
when he was ordered to stop, and directed to restore all his recent 
conquests. Tippoo had applied for two English commissioners to 
proceed to his cjunp and treat for pe.aco; and, with a courtesy 
which Colonel Wilks considers blamcabic, the Madras governincut 
had acceded to his request. These envoys, however, on discover- 
ing his proceedings with regard to Mangtilore, sent orders to 
Fullerton to suspend the process of restoration. But at length a 
treaty was concluded, founded on the basis that each party should 
retain his former possessions, and that the sultan should release 
such of his prisoners as had smrvivcd the cruelties with which they 
had been treated. 
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Portuguese. In this ease, indeed, ho seems to h.<ivc had a some- 
what plausible pretext. In his narrative he asserts, probably not 
without truth, that the Europeans had originally employed violent 
means to eoinpcl the natives to adopt the new creed. Ilaviug 
therefore collected GO, 000, by his own statement, but, according 
to Wilks, only 30,000, ho forcibly iuilicted on them the rite of 
circumcision; then hurried them to the capital, and distributed 
them in the diflerent garrisons; a barbarous treatment, by which 
it is said that many perished. By a strange inconsistency, he 
represented it as the highest honour to bo thus urged to the pro- 
fession of the Moslem faith, yet made it the punishment of rebel- 
lion and contumacy. The rude mountiuuous territory of Coorg 
had always formed a reluctant appendage to the kingdom of 
iVIysorc. The people had taken advantage of the war with the 
English to reassert their independenee; holding their conquerors 
in equal abhorrence on account of their religion, and their disre- 
gard for the rights of lauded property. As they now presented 
the aspect of a formidable resistance, Tippoo was obliged to 
inarch against them with his whole force, when they retreated 
into the depth of their forests, which appeared almost iD.’icccssible. 
Having, however, divided his whole army into detachments, 
.which formed a complete circle romid the unhappy fugitives, and 
closing in upon them ns huntsmen do in pursuit of game, he at 
length penetrated into their most secret haunts, and Ciirricd off 
70,000 victims to undergo the abhorred penalties of circumcision 
and captivity. Elated by these cruel triumphs, the sultan hesi- 
tated not to assume the title of pads/ia, which our historians have 
not very accurately translated king. It was hitherto appropri* 
ated exclusively to the Great Mogul, whose supremacy had till 
that ^leriod been acknowledged in Mysore; but no sooner did the 
conqueror invest himself with this high distinction, than public 
prayers were offered for him instead of Shah Allum. 

The increasing influence and lofty pretensions of this potentate 
raised against him, in 17S6, a confederacy the most powerful 
that had for a long time been formed in Southern India. The 
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found numerous apurlmcuts still fitted up with all the splendour 
of a royal palace. 

The sultan had now just ground to boast of his success ; yet ho 
aimed at extending it still farther, lie caused .a great quantity 
of timber to be felled in the forests of Ucdnorc, and flouted down 
the swollen stream, where it was converted into rafts and basket- 
boats for conveying his forces across. All his officers dissuaded 
him from the daring scheme of carrying beyond this river ofl'en- 
sivo operations against such powerful armies, lie rejected every 
argument, and in the course of a week had actually transported 
the whole of his troops to the other side. The confederates, who 
could not bo made to believe in any such attempt, had neglected 
all precautions against it; and their indecisive movements soon 
showed how completely they were talvcn by surprise. After re- 
peated marches and countermarches, Tippoo, with his whole force 
in four divisions, made a midnight attack upon their camp. 
Through a want of co-operation between these detachments, the 
undertaking did not completely succeed; yet the enemy wore 
thereby compelled to quit their position, and when they nfterw'ards 
attempted to regain it, were repulsed with considerable loss. Tho 
general issue of tho day was such as induced them to retreat, 
abandoning to the conqueror the important city and district of 
Savanoor. Soon after, overtures were made for a treaty, which 
was concluded on tho condition that the sultan should acknow- 
ledge the tribute stipidated by Ilyder; amounting still, after some 
liberal deductions, to forty-five lacks of rupees, thirty of which 
were actually paid. He restored also Adonic and tho other towns 
t.akea during tho war, and was in return recognised as sovereign 
of nearly all India south of the river Toombuddra. 

By this successful contest against such a powerful confederacy, 
Tippoo had earned perhaps tho greatest military name in Hin- 
dostan; having displayed even prudence and moderation in the 
terms on which be concluded peace. He now considered himself 
the undisputed ruler of the south, and at liberty to propagate the 
Mohammedan faith by violence of every description. His first 
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shook tho gi'cntcr stales lu its vicinity, had hitherto suecceded in 
maintaining independence and neutrality. It Avas protected not 
only by a lofty cliain of mountains, extending ns far os Cape Como- 
rin, but by tho more imperfect defence of a wall and ditch covering 
its whole frontier. Tippoo, however, had fixed his eyes with 
intense ctigcrncss on the concpicst of a tcriitory which lay as it 
were enclosed within his recent acquisitions, and would complete 
their circuit, lie fabricated several grounds of dissatisfaction. 
iThc territory of Cochin, which bad now been reduced under com- 
^plcto vassalage to Mysore, happened so to intersect that of Tra- 
vancorc, that the wall formed for the defence of the one surrounded 
some portions of the other; and Tippoo could complain that his 
passage to a certain p.irt of his dominions was obstructed by this 
barrier. Tho R.'tjah of Travancorc, agiiin, with the view of 
securing his frontier, had pxirchascd from the Dutch tho forts of 
C ranganqro and Ayaco tta , whid i tho latter had long ago conquered 
fromtho Portuguese. This mCiasuro was deeply resented by 
Tippoo, who rem.'irkcd that these forts stood within his territories, 
and alleged, though seemingly without reason, that the Dutch had 
owned his superiority, .and p.aid a rent for the land. Lastly, tho 
refugee Nairs, ficcing from bis persecution, had found a friendly 
reception in Travancorc. On these, or any other grounds, tho 
sultan would not have been slow to execute his purpose, had it 
not been checked by a defensive alliance formed during the last 
war between the r.ajah and tho English. It was therefore neces- 
sary to afiord explanations to tho government at Madras, who 
appear to have felt the strongest disposition to preserve pacific 
relations with Mysore. They professed themselves residy to listen 
to all reasonable grounds of complaint, and proposed sending two 
commissioners who might examine and adjust the several matters 
in dispute. This did not harmonize with the design of Tippoo, 
who hastened with his whole force to attack the wealc barrier of 
the Travancorc lines. The extent of such a fortification neces- 
sarily rendered it inefficient; and accordingly, on the 29th Deceiu- 
ber 1789, while a numerous body, comprising apparently the 
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paioadxaan pun aiqtrqjcuiaj Xjoa u pa.v.oqs nnr^in aqj qaitpu 
‘turep aqi ?Joddns oj paqopdsap str.tt ‘jOAOiioq “aojoj Xorriiiiui y 
vaorprindijs sjj oj pjtrSoj jfac )noqii.u ojosXj^ qipiv papcjpoa 
aoi.ui sc.M aanad )in{i pair ! saiiJud o.uj aqi uaaAipq paScAi naaq 
aauis pirq juav ^qi ! uaqojq X[pa)iradaj uaaq pnq Xjvojj oqj pqi 
Sauopisaoo ‘junjiqjoxo iirq.^amos str-v. uoisuaiojd aqjj 'suoinitnop 
fiq JO iiopiiJTrd c oj puc ‘jap.Cjf ?satcSn jc.tt OAisuajjo oj aioia c 
qi|Ai papniDHOo XjivaiSuo ‘gQlJ jo juaiuaaj^c oqi uo papunoj ecav 
uirep siqx 'AJOiujO} jticjjodim jcqi jo jtnajjo oqj Snipiduioa 
joj jCtcsfaoau poiopisuoa ‘McoJig ujaijjioi^ oqj jo ouo ‘joojunf) 
JO uojssao aq) aauud sjq) uiojj Suipuciuap jo Xjiunjjoddo isatpca 
aq) oqc) o) pajonjisui naaq pcq ojj 'ttiusctti aq) qjtAV patujoj 
Xfvajf V ,fq padopAap iioos ojoai stnlwcux aq) jo SAiatA aqj^ 

')scoa 

jcqcpj^ aq) jo F)uc)jqnq(n aq) oodn )0i[jui oj panni)uoa aq qoti[Ai 
Euopnaacjad pruo aq) jo aauojjoqqc uc Xq puc ‘unqiis aq) jo uoj)is 
-orlstp )naptA puc ssapsaa aq) .Cq ‘jaadsns oav ‘paouanyui /pcajS 
ECAi ‘jCojjofI f tqi “ujidopc nt ‘jcjonaS-joujaAoS Atati oqj, *Eaaq)o 
aqi JO inatuaziputuSSc aicjapouiuii atj) puc 'saiijcd osaq) jo ouo 
JO jnjuA'.op aq) uiojj jijod JOjcajS ui aq o) iCpqn kcai ){ ‘/jcjjuoa 
sq) no i pajaSiicpiia iCjicn)ac aq ppoAV jaAtod jo oaucicq aq) jcij) 
‘evffvjqvj^ aq) puc uiczjj^ aq) uaaAijaq 03iici(p aq) /q po)iutt 
FC/ACipuj icj)ua,') JO apq,» aq) o|iqA\ ‘puaqojddc o) uoscaj ou ecai 
ajaq) )oi ‘ a|qcpimjDj jCjoa jpguiiij uAtoqs jqnop ou pcq ooddtj, 
*A*pji)ua OB uoj)cuiuua)ap siq ^uuojivjoj puiiojS pooS jCun jaAoasip 
<q linajprp smoas )j 'ojoe.fj^ jo ja.v.od aq) .fpjajdiuoa d(it{quini{ 
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All his detachments were called in, his heavy cannon was brought 
down from Scringapataui and Bangalore; and though more than 
three months were employed in these preparations, ho succeeded 
completely in lulling the suspicions of the British, and in per- 
suading them that he was still desirous of maintaining amicable 
relations. At length, his arrangements being completed, about 
the beginning of April 1790, ho opened regular batteries against 
this contemptible wall, and soon made a breach nearly three 
quarters of a mile in extent. The troops of Travnneore, thus 
exposed in the open field, tied with little resistance, and Tippoo 
soon saw the whole country lying defenceless before him. Im- 
mediately .after ho laid siege to Cranganorc, near which, on the 
neighbouring island of Yipccu, the English had a smsill force 
stationed to assist the rajah. These were reinforced by three 
battalions under Colonel Hartley, who, on finding that ho could 
not undertahe ofiensive operations, withdrew the native garrison 
from the place, and took up a defensive position, in which the 
enemy did not attempt to molest him. The Mysorean commander 
now overran a great part of the conquered territory, committing 
his usual devastations, and carrying great numbers of the inha- 
bitants into captivity. ^lany, however, retired to their southern 
fastucsscs, where they could with difiiculty bo pursued ; and the 
season becoming unfavourable, Tippoo, who was also alarmed by 
the movements of our countrymen, returned to Scringapatam, 
after having levelled to the ground the wall which had proved so 
unexpectedly formidable. 

The ^larquis Cornwallis had arrived in 178G as governor- 
general, with a view to eficct a complete reform in the system of 
Indian policy ; and to avoid by every possible means war with 
the native powers was one of his lc.ading instructions. He began, 
accordingly, by proclaiming, in a manner that has been censured 
as too full and undisguised, the resolution to engage in no hosti- 
lities not strictly defensive. Yet his views very early underwent 
a change ; and ho then considered it necessary, or at least highly 
expedient, to enter upon an extended warfare with the view of 



pa.foidluo iCiSnipjooDH oji 'Odubjsibsw ojqBpiouoj ifjOA c joadxo 
oj p3[ W33fl SujABq 'joqU'’ ® ilSnoqj ‘pauMojuiBim 

iCijrn&a uoaq pntj oq OJajj 'jntiSpJj ihiiihSb Suipaaaojd uiuSb Biq 
JO poiqnipn uosT!3B oq? ‘infltpntg mojj paiunjoi oq ouiij oqi 

‘jdaoov oj jou asjAi ooj mv oi[ ipiq-u 
fitnjo) no ‘jopnwjns jo sinsodojd qnas /oqj jwqj ‘pajnoqci oq qaiqAv 
japun /auaiapap oqj jo juvjouSt oa ptic ‘pajanpuoa eb.u jjnussv 
oqj qajq.u qjf.w ?u;dH oqj i(q qamig os oja.w ‘jOAOAioq 'Xuiaua 
oqji ‘pasindoj scav oq qaiqAi ni *jf tiuojs oj qdinonn tin qnq qja[ 
bcav OAiqiTUAaqjc oj^ 'qacajq qaajjadcut iCjOA n Xpio Suiqaaqa aaijn 
pajsnnqsa .fijcau piinoj scAi qaiqAv 'noiinmiiiuiu jo qaojs mmis v 
j^iuo paujBO pctj oq ‘oaB[d fitqq jo qj3uaj}B oqj jo nap; ojunbapmii 
Xjoa n patifjoj SjirAUjj 'jBna-qqnos oi() uj qnnjBjp Bojiiir qq! wwV 
ojoiH ‘[nSrpuiff oj paqajudHap naqj bbav pun ‘paujnqaj oi[ ‘jnnSjnj 
oq pnouiiims ]tiiiuoj v UtitAtS jaijy 'suoiinjodo ^aniqint joj qyun 
^[[oqAi /jirinoa oqj pajapi/oj qatqAi *oajoj j[nj pjj qaui ot[ 'pjnAiqsoAV 
SiijanBApi: ui ‘jnq JejofjjKip njojHua pim jouajiii oqq oj BJOAtoqB 
Snjqffojjoj pntr Snqooa /pto p/oAtioa *jt.'q«{nj^^ jo jenoo otp Ba3niap 
qajqAi ‘noosuont oq; noscoB gii(} qy ‘ojoojKqo pajoodxoiin nw 
jojunoaua oj .fnA\ pit| no pcij qnq ‘jj qnwicStJ pai|ajBiti Xiojtqpoiiiaii 
qinnig •JoojnqntioQ jo qKOAi bojuh jCqjitjq qnoqn *}tiK8[tj,j bbav 
‘ jojJBnl) fjqj nj jo qjnAijnq uibhi oi(j pajoptRiioa bba\ iiatipu 

qnqj pnn 'gOFsajqjoj ot^aq; jo qiiBjJoduii qFoni otf j, '>qpnj u.iat{)nog 
HI oatiaijodyo qomii pajinban pnq oqAV ‘qJBnjg pnojofj odiajob 
erqq hi paXopIuio ‘jooqBqnqoQ qu pjojABiiIj-pBoq Hjq Siiixy ‘sAiopoi\f 
pAanaf) pun i^jjunoa a\oi otp ui hbjihk oqj /q pOFKOsBod voaBjd 
Suojjs oqj "iiianpaj Xq uiSaq oq ‘jOAOAioq *<Cat!(!eoaou kba\ qj 'ojoi 
-BSttBff JO BFOjjJOj jnjjoAiod oqq /q paqiiopajd n[3Bj«qo oqq papiOAB 
poB ‘BHoiBjAOjd piJB oSbjoj HI qiiupiinqn ojoiii /.ijiinoa v qSnojijq 
pf qi qnq fsojojs pun paipIdnH .Cjbjjiihi |[n iiiojj /ptiotibaBiioa 
puB Vx’Jpnj^’ mojj oqouiaj ojohi Sinaq jo oSBjiiBApBsip oijq poq qi 
'iqBHiBJBfj oqq jo qauj!qp'jn|jnojj oqq qSnoj(|q pBOj tuat|qjoii oqq 
qji.w pjBdutoa sy mbai quBj oqj jo iinpBuitiMaj oqj qn iiojjojp^q 
louo [03 X<i 0[qvoijaBJid pojopp-iioo puB pojaoro.id uoaq X^pBOjjtJ pnij 
tjOABUi piqjr^ •mnjvdBSuijDg HOdn oaiiBApn pim ‘qjnop oqq Hio.y 
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that It should not ho employed against certaiu other powers. No 
such saving clause being added in refcreuco to the sultan, the 
negotiation with respect to him bore altogether a hostile character. 

While actiuated by these dispositions, Lord Cornwallis was 
prob.'ibly gratified upon hearing that Tippoo, by his attack on the 
Travancorc wall, had atlbrdcd a regular ground on which to de- 
clare war. lie made a most indignant reply to the presidency at 
Madras, who, expressing their opinion that this prince still desired 
pc-ace, were themselves entering into treaty, and maldng no pre- 
paration for hostilities. In fact, the Travancore afi'air, though it 
called for attention, docs not seem to have pressed so closely on 
any British interest that an attempt might not have been made to 
adjust it by pacific arrangements. The marquis, however, an- 
nounced that it ought to have been considered, and must still be 
viewed, as at once placing the two powers in a state of enmity, 
lie had determined to repair to Madras and take the command in 
person, but relinquished this intention on learning the arrival of 
General Medows, in whoso vigour and capacity ho placed the 
utmost confidence. At the same time, he hastened to conclude 
an alliance with the niznm and the Mahratta government, who 
each engaged to employ their whole force against the sultan ; in 
return for which, upon the success of the war, all their claims 
upon the territory of Mysore were to bo granted in their fullest 
extent. The fonner pressed earnestly for a guarantee that, while 
his troops were absent on the projected expedition, his countr}'^ 
should not be pillaged by his warlike allies ; but, though it was 
impossible to deny the reality of the danger, it would have been 
exceedingly ungracious, in a public document, to have supposed 
that great power capable of such a dereliction of duty and decency. 
The governor-general, however, gave private assurances of protec- 
* Bon, with which he prevailed upon the Indian pi'incc to bo satisfied. 

Tippoo seems not to have been prepared for the prompt move- 
ment of the English. In Juno 1790, they commenced the cam- 
paign on the boldest system of offensive wai'fare ; their aim being 
nothing less than by the most direct route to ascend the Ghauts 



‘^ajAnajinrai jo f 3 U 9 s b iq ‘jopj siqi ?nq £ ainpE sqi jo £auv aq; 
qjiii 3D3;nt>3 ai smm Apaaa paq pue Vnoijajado a/.isaano paurasa^ 
‘Saipamsqitii^oa ‘siiopaj^ laJaasQ H® paAouiaa aq 

01 aiciajaqi aiaii pua ‘AtuaaD aqj oj nado .&[ qojcni jo anij pasod 
aq» ao panuoj saoizaSEoi pac saio;? aqj fpaSutuap aaaq paq 
ngpJurc) aqi joj ?nnjd Jiaqi rpapano.a pua paiHu “I OOT' s-oqa 
jsoj paq ‘=?aaia pjai'.oiua a^aqa jo a^Jnoa aqt ai ‘qn[°tt3; aqx 

vaqjo qaaa aiofa^ pjnoo Xaqj ajojaq ‘£djqrpjai[ Aaaui 
paiannspaa ‘iijna’jgjp qaaai panoj caoi^Aip Oiij aqi ;aq> o= £paoi 
Saoxii a Aq ?nq ‘aiiq jaatn oj paqaiaui .Cpaajja paq qaiq-ii ‘abub 
ctaai aqi =pia,uoi riajjai fiq ainaaiOid o) poiqinia niqi sbav pAOj^q 
paojoj *AJ[BAaa siq Aiajpqjj.v. poa ‘paAiaaap sva aq ')aaj praj aqj 
o; rs aoijBinjqjai poo2 pjq ooddij;, qSnoq) jaqj ‘squaj aqi qSnojq; 
aoaapgcoo qaa? q:j.vi paoqaa fait ‘japaauitaoa aqj aq pajnoAaj 
Saiaq ‘jjodaj siqj, 'pja Jtaqj oj 2a|uioa sbai FA'.opaj^ icjaaag 
;aq; a£OJa ita aqi ‘joo}aqnno 3 aiojj pcoj oqi ao aaas 2aiaq 
AjpABO oujoa aaqAi ‘pnitjua ajoai pan aiooi Sujaioaaq sail aonv 
-nil* Jtaqi paa ‘janS ]auo!}jppE aajqi aopaaqa oj pajjadaioo aiaAA 
Asqx 'f3p;5 pa ao aiaqj pnnoj f;ajaAoq fuaipaj oqj ‘qajaui Jjaqj 
pamnsai /aqi ra voos fc ‘ja/ £«a«ABq3 jajaAas pa?jndaj ‘sjijaq jo 
japjo aj nuqi ptiB naf[ o} po2t[qo Ajpojaodaj *ja?ia[ ar(j; 'otanpa 
sjSaiK ai pjtiaj /aqi fc qsi[£u'q aqj jjoojjoao /ap-piui aoijb 
paa ‘aoai paafaoqj aaajjtj ■jno'ja qijAi ijnFjnd oqj aaSaq ‘raajoj srq 
pajap.r.ar “ojAaq ‘auqi arnas oqi in •na)[n= aqj^ 'sun° pajanota 
'Ftp aojqi pjay aqi ao “aiAaai ‘laajiaj fiij aouaiauioo cq Sajojota 
aqj at .CiaFjaaaa ij pajDpt=uo3 p/ojj jaaojo;) ictp ‘ajqauaian 
c£ paAOjd ;-od aqj ptta ‘aJOAOi /joa of ttaaq pai{ FajuanFao aqj 
taq tF^qiai |aAa.t,aF p ooncirtp gqj oj iqSia aip “aunp A'.ajpqij.'A 
01 Asdojd iqSnoqi w/ddjx paa ‘uojii-od Jiaqi paatajujaia /i2ui 
'piooaa -*raTiq, ^/jcEfylitp jjaqj in aia foaij ano £;ji :3 F,/tiadujo;j 
aqi uajca OAaq a \Y ,, — ‘2i!i/t® ‘.CiaAVjq icajS i{it.w patioj° Jjaqj 
por,- EauaaaDjauj av^iqi la.C £yaaipjoa oaiibu aqi 2uouic nojinaaxo 
?5.ai2 pjp qaiqAi ‘.uaiiaq a paatlo pua ‘sjaquina Satsaajoai qjjAi 
IfaDaBApa j|ijf ‘jaAOAioq ‘?aaajoy/j^ oqj^ '^o ina /pjtjua fiaojp 
-cnb- ^BiaAr.« pan ^jaao/aq aqi qiiAt /jjanpaya /joa paSjaqa ojoai 
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great c&brU iu sending forward a considerable train of artillery; 
but on the morning of the 31st September, two batteries having 
been opened, the guns of the fort were speedily silenced, and 
before night a breach was ciVcctcd in the curtain. The garrison 
soon made offers of submission, asking scarcely any conditions 
except that they should be protected from the fury of the Ifairs 
in the British service, who were I'cady to vent on all that be- 
longed to Tippoo their deepest resentment for his barbarous perse- 
cution. 

'While Colonel Stuart was thus employed, considerable pro- 
gress was made by the army towards the high land of Mysore. 
A chain of posts along the rivers Ciinvcry and Bahvany, namely, 
Caroor, Eroad, Sattimungul, had been successively reduced; and 
tho last of these, commanding the important pass of G^jelhutty, 
which opened the wn}’ into the hccirt of the country, was occupied 
by Colonel Floyd with a force of 2000 men. By this arrange- 
ment the different corps were very ill connected together ; for 
General Medows at Coimbatoor Avas sixty miles distant from tho 
division of Floyd, and thirty from that of Stuart. The second of 
these officers pointed out tho danger of his situation, and tho 
intelligence ho had received that tho enemy was collecting a great 
force to attack him ; but the commander paid no attention to this 
warning, and ordered tho detachment to continue in its present 
position. The ^lysoro cavalry, under Seyed Saheb, had indeed, 
in their attack, been very c.'isily repulsed, and even compelled to 
retire behind the Ghauts; still, this failure of the advanced guard 
under a pusillanimous chief afforded no ground to judge of what 
might bo expected when tho whole force under tho sultan himself 
should bo brought into action. Early iu September his horsemen 
were seen in large bodies descending the Ghauts ; and as, when 
crossing the Bahvany at difierent points, they endeavoured to 
surround the handful of English and sepoys, the latter soon felt 
themselves in a very critical situation. They nevertheless made 
a gallant defence, and the enemy, having entangled their columns 
in the thick enclosures which surrounded the British position, 



n.ttop iinj aq pan ‘sMuf qjoq qSnojqj passed ‘qaaqa Biq pajo^ua 
]{cq-iaq^ui e iCiuappns naqAV ‘uiiq ojojaq B^uauiqaeiap aAisBaaans 
gAOjp ‘punojS Jcin°aAJi pne uaqojq ui pa|9uc]aa uoos qSnoq; 
pan ‘uo paqsnd ojj 'uopiqduia) oq) :|sisaj !)ou p^noa pae 'qac)]e 
f.-noa°BiueApe ne o) pasodxa noiqsod v ni .leaj s^iCniaua aqi aavs aq 
'aiiiaj o; ^noqe Sniag; •?otivsioituo3?u v jaAoa (q iCAjeAea aq; qqAv 
paqajedsap uaqAV ‘p.fo| lonoiOQ jo .inoieA p.ieAUOj ooj oq) *<!q panois 
-vaao BVAV paauauadxa ja^ui aq; qaiqAV ja^sesip snouas /[uo at{:) 

'Bpaqiessu Jiatp Xouue o) puc 'paSaisaq aq) fjoddns o) B^joj^a 
]«nn;)uoa Suiqeai ‘punoj pajaAoq ‘ajejAVAv iCAoqnsap ui poipqs 
jjaAV ‘*fuuB aApae pue aABjq sjq jo a^aqAi oqi q)iAV ‘utqjns oq) 
apqAv fpaaii ui poo)s /oi{) qoiqAv jo saipldns poo B)uauiaajojinaj 
oq) )io paAiaaai uosmabS oq) i XiO))eq pue qaeajq iCq .CppB no 
paiAJua ojojajoq) ojoai EnojiKiodo i pa)BaAU! oq o) OAt6ua)xa oo) bbav 
F soj)AOj oqjj -BoScjunApusip jtriinaad jopun )o.C ‘jnogjA )BOtu)n oq) 
q)jAi nngoq .fjaicipauiuij bbai oSoib oqj^ ’qainj^ q)g aq) no pip 
^oq) qaiipu 'pjoqSaojjB )cq) ojojaq ptinojg Siiiqei .iioqj O) a|att)Eqo 
UB pasoddo Xioojiias ‘qspujj oq) BsiMuq o) B)daia))i: puaAOS 
SojpuejEqi;AV)ou ‘pu« {o4oi«Stin(j niojj uiojnq biij jo ivaouioa 
aq) .fut'uoKjad SuipuajuMadns ni onijj oiqBn[eA qanui )S0[ ojf 
•iiBjd OAijaaya jo jauijEip oti «o pajoB oq )nq i Eiiouiiinop Biq jo 
oauajap oqj O) pauojniq ‘asudans .fq Ap)oidtiioa iioqB) ‘ooddij^ 

'pjaiipuoD oq pinoAv iiSjeduiBa nip qaiijAv in 
jaiJUBUt aq) o) eb Biioiivdiapun aiqujnoABj )eoiii oip paJidsiii pint 
'uot)Buja]Eiioa ipiAi )EiiioSB]ini niq qanj)B 'jnojBa Btq paiiado jaiqa-iii 
-jopiiBuiuioa oq) qaiqAi q)iA\ ')uauiaAOiu ojqn Biqx ’/j)unoa b,iib) 
'jns aip JO )JBaq otp in aioii bbai pun 'ajos.{j\r jo uiBjd qSiq oip 
oaint)FiEaj )noq)iAv paja)iia oq pouad JB[{iinB v iij 'Xuiaiia otp 
JO )jBd nip 110 nopBJvdojd joii joaj jaq)ioti ptinoj oq ojaqAV 'oa{ 
-Sooj^' JO KFBd nip painn))B fiXiip jnoj jo qnjniii Kno)ina.iia b iCq pint 
qqSiJ nip 0) papaqAi Xiiinppna 'joAOAioq ‘eijjbaviuo,') ptiojj J|oq) 
III Jioknnq ODB[d O) ouii) in ‘SinotiUApB ojaAV qBijSii jf nip qoiqAi 
BpiBAiO) gasEBd oip ijaunj jtjSiiu oq /j[BABn )qSi{ Bjq ipiAi )ntp ‘oO) 
‘pD)Fiij) oji 'fdooj) piiBEtinip xiR /q paojojuinj iCqnjaip 9 tnoq ptni 
*uoi]Bpo 9 au qatiajj fiij “inpnjnnoa jo Kodoq in ‘Xjjaqaipuoj jbou 
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eluded both him and Colonel linixwcll, then stationed in Baramahl, 
and by a rapid march descended into the Coromandel territory. 
After menacing Trichinopoly, he turned northwards, and swept 
the Carmatic with nearly as little opposition as was experienced by 
his father during his ilrst triumphant campaign. At Thiagar, 
indeed, he was repulsed by his old friend Capt.ain Flint, whom he 
had learned to know at 'Wandowash; hut scarcely any other place 
made even a show of resistance. lie began by burning and 
destroying everything in his way; hut soon considered that it 
would ho more profitable to levy contributions, and thereby to 
replenish his somewhat exhausted treasury. On approaching 
Pondicherry, he endeavoured to open a negotiation with the 
French, which was rendered fruitless by the pacific disposition of 
Louis the Sixteenth. 

General Medows in the field displayed courage and talent; but 
he had not shown himself equal to the intricate opci'ations of an 
Indian campaign. Lord Cornwallis, therefore, detemtined to 
resume his original design of directing iu person the course of the 
war; and Imring arrived at Madras, on the 29th January 1791, 
ho took the command. He brought considerable reinforcements ; 
and having ordered ]^[cdow.s to join him, resolved without hesita- 
tion to carry hostilities into the centre of Tippoo’s dominions. In 
weighing the advantages of the two lines of operation, the north 
and the south, by which ho could penetrate into the interior of 
j\[ysorc, he preferred the former. Probably the failure of the 
late campaign a good deal influenced his choice ; he reflected also 
on the distance to which his military movements would in the 
other ease he withdrawn from their point of support at Madras, 
and therefore decided upon braving all the difficulties presented 
by the fortress of Bangalore, and the bleak region in which it is 
situated. 

• On the 5th February the governor- general began his march, 
and on the 11th passed through Vellore towards Amboor, as if 
he had meant to ascend the mountains by some one of the passes 
directly opposite to Madras. Tippoo, meantime, was lingering 



Eddoq ?nq fsnojjujado ji:[nSaj ni asn jo aq jaAau p^noo ‘;nap 
-JAB sBAi qi ‘sdjoo Eiqx „*Xio?aiA aAatqaa oj sbav tuab a^^Suis 
asoqAi noiduiBqa aq; oq °apaajB ‘pa{[adaii'j^a5 ‘jopuBiU. ^napaad 
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'pAioja ^apoai siq) n; paaoj) aq )oa iiqSini qaiqAv ^inanidmba |buos 
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JO nopaapoa apAud ao puoipa on pqj ajqaqoAd st }i „ ‘sqi!^ o) 
SaipAoaay 'saiABipxnB anbsapAS qans jo padsB XiaA aqj p )\aj 
sBAi ^nam^tnoddoEip {hjoai b ;nq foanBAsaddB s)i apaui ^jnaSnpnoa 
papadxa aqi ‘qaJBui Snoi b Aapy 'paEituoAd puq uibzi;^ aq; qaiqAi. 
apAoq OOO'OI paniof Saiaq jo puB ‘saqddns SuintB;qo jo sadoq 
ni ‘pABA^q;AOU papaaaoid aq ‘[Bpdca aq; uodn qnamoAoiu puBAS 
siq SujqBUi OAojay; ‘oScaoj /{{siaadsa puB ‘snoisiAOAd aoj ssba; 
-Bjp oaiaA;xa ui ups sbav sihbaiiuoj) pAO'j ‘qduiniA; sjq; aapy 

*;uaiua;B;s siq; q;tAv ;ua)sisnoa /aba luaas ;oa op 
oaB[d qoo; XncnpB qaiqAi eaanaAAnaao oq; ;nq f;i ;oatu o; snoi; 
-BAodoAd apowr pntj piiu *qoB;;B papua;ui oq; jo oabavb sbav oq ;Bq; 
pa;Aa55B st ;x *Aodn;s pnu oaua{is ui 3[ans ;q°!n a^oqAV aq; paniBcu 
•OA oi[ puB !;uaAo snoaisrsip oq; uin[ o; paaunounB saAi;iSnj jo 
spAVOAO iiaqAv 'aaopl aq; oabs o; ooaoj o[oqAv siq q;iAV SaiqaABui sbav 
puB ‘aBuaSiJi3;Tn oq; poAiaaBA psq ooddij^ 'OAOiBSoBg; jo SAa;sniu 
OABAV .^oq; Ano({ tiB hi pan faaB[d oq; jo iCpoq oq; o;ui papuaasap 
EHiunpa fijaj piiB ;qSu oq; o; pcoids Xoqj^ 'b^jbav oq; jo do; 
oq; no BaApb-tuaq; paqsijqB;so uoos ‘;aaoXBq oq; q;iAV °uiSABqa 
‘B;tnqiBSSB oq; pno ijjaj oq ;nq ‘XaoABAq ;soui;n oq; q;iAV ;qSnoj 
puB ‘;od6 oq; o; pona;sBq aouaoaoS ao Aopapiq oqj, 'hosiaabS 
aq; q°noAq; papua;x3 uiabib oq; OAOjaq pbJuiba aq; paqoBOA poq 
uam Avoj V pun ‘[KqiiBjd ojoav eA3ppB[ oqj^ 'oanaps pnnojoAd ui 
°niancApB aoj po;uioddo |BtiSis oq; sbav e^hba aq; ^nop AodsiqAv 
B pac — ‘poaiBH AHoq oq; bbav hoao^o — ';tiSiiuooui qqSiAq sbav ;i 
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apparently dead. The second in command being in the extreme 
left, there was no one to give orders, or encourage the troops at 
this critical moment. They began a' retreat, which, as the dif- 
ferent corps of the enemy rallied, and a cross-fire was opened from 
the fort, was soon changed into a confused flight. The overthrow 
might have been very serious, had not Colonel Gowdie come up 
with a body of infantry, and checked the advance of the pursuers. 
The loss of the British in men was only seventy-one, but the de- 
struction of nearly three hundred horses was very severely felt. 

Another enterprise, which proved somewhat hazardous, was the 
carrj’ing of the fortified town of Bangalore, a place of very con- 
siderable extent and importance. It was surrounded with an in- 
difierent wall, but the ditch was good, and the gate was covered 
by a very close thicket of Indian thorns. The attack was made, 
too, without any due knowledge of the ground; and the soldiers, 
both in advancing and in endeavouring to force an entrance, were 
exposed to a destructive fire from turrets lined with musketry. 
Colonel Moorhouse, one of the most accomplished soldiers in the 
service, received four wounds, which proved fatal At length, 
when the gate was almost torn in pieces, Lieutenant Ayre, a man 
of diminutive stature, forced his way through it, and Medows, 
who preserved an inspiring gaiety in the midst of battle, called 
out, “ "Well done! now, whiskers, try if you can follow and support 
the little gentleman !” On this animating call, the troops dashed 
into the town ; though its great extent rendered the occupation 
difficult. Tippoo likewise threw in a strong corps, which renewed 
the contest, opening a heavy fire with small arms ; but, when the 
English betook themselves to the bayonet, they drove the enemy 
unth irresistible fury through the streets and lanes, and soon com- 
pelled them to evacuate the pettah. Our loss, however, amounted 
to 131. 

Notwithstanding every obstacle, the besiegers by the 21st had 
effected a bi'each, and though it was not in a condition for being 
stormed, yet, on considenng the active movements made by the 
sultan, it was determined to make the attempt that very night. 



BjailJi 'aBqBpjv; jo ?sbo 3 aqj oj papna^xa paq jbav aq? ?a^ *snoi? 
-iwado qsjiSna; aq? jo aa?uao uibui aq? sbail sBjpBjq qSnoq^^y 

•^aoddns siq oj SinouBApB sbav qaiqii uopipadxa 
• jaqjouB JO ssaaSoad eqj do^s o; os^b paSqqo sbal ajj ‘inBjBdBS 
-nwag paSaisaq aABq oij sbav aq qoiqAi q^iAV sjuaradinba iCABaq puB 
niBJ?-SauawBqaqj-[lB JO oogiaoBS aqj qjiAV ‘SupBaj?a.i ^p?Bipamnii 
•JO i?issaoan pjuiBd aqj aapun Jiasmiq ?pj aapnBinnioa qsiqaa oq? 
‘saqoABni-jajunoo puB saqajBoi paaAas aaijs ‘ijaoqs uj -napanq jo 
BjsBaq naaq paq jfaqj ji sb ‘aonaaa iCABaq aqj naAa puB ‘aSvSSvq 
'oqj SBjp Of ‘iCraana aq? jo AiaiA ni ‘paipdmoo eaaAV nani eq? jaq? 
?naiogap os aaaAi aana/laAnoo jo snaatn Ajaqx ‘paoAvs aq? uaq? p3?Bj 
0 JOUI uayo aas ‘uSiBduiBo a ni ‘qoiqAv spAa esoq? put? ‘asaasip 
amniBj mojj ^|daap?soui Sinaajgns Aioa sbaa i!uiJB aq? pua !noi?Bai 
-jojm JO ptB jaq?ia paojga ppoa oqM Smaq naninq a pug o? pajnoA 
-aapua' ‘uogaaaig ^jaAa ai sjnoas Soipnas Xq ‘uiba ui pua ‘jjasap 
a qSnojq? paqajaui puq -^aqx aq? punoja iCj?nnoa aq? 

a?SBAv SniiCai jo nia?s/6 p[o siq ‘aanaSqip ?soui?n aq? q?TAv ‘past? 
OBjd puq ooddij, ‘?oafqo siq aAa|qaa o? tuiq pa^qaua aAuq ppioa 
'?Bq? uaAa /pojaas puB ‘/ao?oiA aAisiaap a jfpo ?Bq? uoi?Bn?is a 
qons HI s8.u -0q ?nq f/ap aq? jo juoaoq aq? paureS poq ‘papunoAi 
puB paiiH oaui 005 J® asuadxa aq? ?B ‘siip.u.njo 3 pjo^j 

*jf?io aq? JO 8aoi?Bagi?joj aq? japun ja?[aqB 
qaas o? paSjiqo.sBAi Xuija 6,ua?jns aq? jo apqAV. aq? ^ji? ‘jaq?ouB 
jagB ?ntod auo 'saSaaqa oATssaaons Xq ‘paijaao Xaq? ‘jaqiuoo asop 
0? Suimoa uo ‘?aj[^ qauasja aq? uio;g paqsiuanj 8?aqaoj jo s?qSig 
snoiaumu iCq pa^ouua iCpnouas osp aaaAi puB ‘^uiaua aq? jo 
?Bq? mojj ifpajapisuoo paaa^ns ‘?oaga Xnv q?iAi /ja{[t?ja uaio .tiaq? 
/oiduia 0 ? axqBun ‘qsqSua aqj, *^oaui?sqo ?Baj3 q?iAv pauia? 
-UIBUI puB ‘aauanupuoa Suo^ jo sbai sp?Bq aqj, •aSajuBApa ?Baa3 
a pdApp aq qoiqAi jo uoissassod aq? uio;g *noi?isod siq jo ?uojj 
UI sgiq daa?s jo uoissaaans a 3BiiCdnaao jCq ?uauoddo siq jo jaajqo 
oq? pa?Bdpi?ua paq ‘apn?i?diuojd ?BajS q?iAi ‘ooddijQ ?nq fquag 
gai s^iCuiaua aq? no jpsuiiq paaaid ‘?natuaAOui-?qSin a iq ‘pjouaS 
-jouaaAoS aqj, •poo?s ina?ada3uijag qaiqu uo pnapi aq? tuojj 
iuiJB Biq pajtjadas ajaq qaiqAV ‘iCjaAnag aq? jo quojj.ui 8?q3pq jo 


•anosAii ao isaatoKoo 


00 ? 



CONQUEST OP MYSORE.’ 399 

V 

were at first cherislied that they might relieve the English from 
some of the harassing duty belonging to light troops. It was 
soon found, however, that they did nothing but plunder the 
natives and consume the stores of the camp, already almost 
entirely exhausted. 

Lord Cornwallis, though he had been so completely disap- 
pointed in his allies, and though all his departments, especially 
those of conveyance, were in the most imperfect state, was yet 
anxiously desirous to bring the war to a termination, which could 
be effected only by advancing upon Seringapatam. For this end 
all possible resources were called into action; the ofScers were 
• invited and agreed with alacrity to contribute their private means, 
and to hire fi'om the natives accommodations, which the latter 
would not willingly have placed under the control of a public 
department. Cannon-balls were earned even by women and 
children; and thus almost without any regular equipment, the 
army was enabled to march upon the capital. This movement 
struck Tippoo with alarm; he had even made arrangements for 
conveying his harem and treasure to Chittledroog; but his mother 
represented to him the fatal impression of despondency which 
such a step would make upon his troops and subjects. He yielded 
to her judgment, and determined to hazard all in the defence of 
his chief city. His mingled apprehension and rage were oddly 
displayed, the former in eflacing from the walls of the town 
numerous caricatures ndth which he had caused them to be em- 
bellished, representing the English in the most ridiculous attitudes, 
and the latter in the seci'et murder of a number of his prisoners. 

The sultan had hitherto confined himself to a desultory war- 
fare, endeavouring to cut oft' the British by detachments, in the 
manner which, during the last contest, had been so successful. 
But in his campaign with Lord Cornwallis, he had been unable to 
achieve any exploit of this description ; and now the danger of 
his capital, and it is said the reproaches of his wives, urged him 
to hazard a general battle rather than allow it to be formally 
invested. He drew up his men ndth great judgment on a range 



-no^nTO 8ip ni iC^iojBoa aq? ‘paAuiB EsuumxtiB 9S8q:j bb boob sy 

•83B9Sr[]^3^ni ot^; 

pBjdgojajnr iC[9)9{diuo9 edooij s,Xui9n9 gqj jo Xjiaijob 9q; qnq 
‘raB}BdB3au9g oiojoq punojS siq uib^uibbi o; uot:)jox9 ^j 9A9 apBui 
9ABq ifjqBqoid p^noAi 9q ‘piB siq o} SniouBApB bbav oojoj 9SaBi[ 
Biq^ ?Bq; 9JBAVB nggq sqiBAvuaoo pBjj •S9qp BBgdojng; ai9q; qijAi 
5310 ^9q; ‘panopuora Biojaq ibubboi 9q5 ut ‘aaaqAV ‘9aos^j\[ 0501 
pjCAiJOj Ipamsioi psAom aaqj Xbub B}5 B.Tq8j^[ 5B3 j 3 9qjQ •paAjgs 
-qo ]]T q3noq5 ‘pa^uBjS 9I9AV qoiqAA ‘nopBin^idBo jo snug; posod 
•ojd ‘3.iopSaBg; jo |pj aq) ^q p93Bjnoosp pnB ‘99 ab 3 s OBiooaq 
snoisiAOjd Jiaq; 3aipnq ‘nosiuBS 9q5 Bq^nom xis jo pna aq^ 
5B '.maAvojj 'pap pan qara ipj aq ^Bq; nij3Bq3 qons q^w paztas 
sBAi ‘33IAJ8S ^BB^jodmi 6iq5 JO ssooons aqj joj iC)3ixuB aaSsa ^soni 
oqj qjm pajBBiinB puB ‘jiaids q3iq jo jaspjo bb ‘qouapoa^j pnopQ 
pBB fpsjoajga aq ppoa qaaaiq b aiojaq jnads aq ppoAi babo^ BaAos 
5T!q5 psjBpapa Eja3oi3oa jbq ‘001503.1330 poB spsni joj jaada 
53s 3J3AV ‘jnasBOO lanjntn jCq ‘iCBp-pinr ja s.tnoq oaijq *boi5BS.T3a 
-B oa Jiaqj paBinsai poo ‘popaopao ‘pajp naqj f jnoq oa jpq joj 
p3SJ9AUoa pna ‘paqoras ‘nA\op 5BB Xaqj Bn3 a SnipBO^ 09yy ‘jpAV 
oqj pnno.i |p tuopBB.i jb pamre jnq ‘jods japopABd a ni qaaojq 
a oqaui 05 bb os bobobo jpqj pajniod joaob ‘Xigjjaq a 3n!qj0AA 
ur ‘BBjjBjqBjf aqj^ ‘ps^onpnoa bbai aSats jnajjodoii siqj qoiqAv 
Bx jauBBui oqj aas 05 pa^aBAjEip jbobijb a.xaAV B09otgo ano jnq f i02,x 
aaqBiajdag ni ?i aaojaq pBnoj3 aqoaq ‘qEi^Sag; jo jnaniqaa^ap xpmB 
a Xq popBOoas ‘uiB.iosanj[ 'saaipps jBaq Biq qjuv panosuaaS 
pBB pagijaoj .^];[nja.iB0 paq ooddij^ qotqAV ‘p.xBAxqiJon aqj 05 iCpB 
-aoprsBOo a3B[d Snoajs ifaaa a ‘jBAiaB(j jo o 33 ib aqj .<Cq pauoTsaaao 
B33q paq Xapp ajannjaojnn siqj puB ‘amp poo3 ni ppg aqj Boqaj 
paq Ejaiqo asoqj^ *pn j pan Axoqg; niB.ia3anj; jo puBuimoo 

aip japan ‘saiip jnajod asoqj jo Boisuip gsag aqj uaqj jaqjo on 
9q 05 53BJ Bi paAOjd Biq j, ‘Bjjajqajq a bbav aq ^aqj ^no p3[|aa pnB 
dn apoj naaiasjoi{ aqj jo ano 'aaBBisisaj joj Sauadajd 9J3 ai. ^aqj 
bb 5nq JiCnua Btiojaninu a jo p-ianSoBA aq; Xpnajadda ‘XjpAao jo 
Xpoq a3jB; a jo ;j9; jiaq; no aanajaadda aq; .^q ponijaxa ajoAv Bdooj; 
Biq ‘3Bop p333Bjp .^jpoggtp ;BOin;n aq; q;tAV Soiaq qais aq; pna 
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(V'luJ-.rl ll.^rjlc'V Ill’ll till? c*in«ii.un!. «i?li n forco nimiuriMlIy 
■uiAU, l>m Jiulc'l Uv tU«’, i<al'.!jix o.i-fc-ji r.itivu «f lUc naJivt*, who 
tlit'f\!i!;r]i!y rtUrtialiiJ by tin*. vi»!«’i;cL* <>f $lic jull.iii. 'rjiii 
i-iiiiiity l<»i\.wU him tcr.iliriv'il it iu}j'<£*-->Ilih? fur hl‘< to wrry 
(..a Jh.il iJrmhory watf.iiB ill wliidi llwy thoy were 

thiR-furc tv) lijzhl a tv;;a!,ir hr.tlJc, a:i>l vu-ix; c.iiiniIcJiiy 

I’lfui'.vil. .‘'"--.•a ill i hi-i'sult r IT'.'tt, iJoiii r.il U* Ahciciuiohy 
iaia'C'! with a l:ir(;o. fni-i*, i*,iUirt>l (‘iiisaiwri’, aitil fa-.ily iu.mIo liisa* 
Ur iif i vt-ry othi ? J>lnfa hvM by tlm iv.uitiy in Malabar, 
llij iiai v,I; 3 i aM'lhvr .i!i\iliary, who ujiciitA for him ;» 
ii.t'i 1..0 iiijibl ijf 1 'I ih**i.ii}i* 'iiif. Alt ai'viiiiiit h*i'. bci'Si 

j;iu» «.f ihi’. iiijuriuu< tjvatiiiciil >!jffoif.I by thu j«-oj>b} of l.Vvrj; 
fjuiii ll.ii MiliT of My.oiv. Tliiir yuatliftit r.ijab, afUT a loiij; 
vMifSlvily, ha>l h-.l.-ly CMitriinl to itfiKt hi> rvtiuis. Tin’ jtu’.tter 
juUi fiilft ;-sibj.ct» Wi lli (;ri.utii»;j in r-\ihi; but in tlm iKj.Jli of 
tho »us.-viy 111-, '-iM thou* wai (till .a baiul of fii lull'll, •who r.»J{ii:il 
i.oii.il him wiili viithu-iMiir. .i:%!t>'ar. Ity a ictii'-i (>f exploit', that 
liii’fjUt Uxxij a»luMi>,»l a ta’.ii! of rviiuawre, the Vouv,}' jirii.c*; ivcMkil 
hij poiplr fivin the iliilaiil ijit.wUrn to which they hml hica 
iblic:i, — or;’;iiil.:i <l thi.iii iiilo a iv,"nhar military b-ily, tlruve the 
uppit •.: wr> fiwia pK'i .afiiT i«j't, ami tiiially li-caiaij imdinaitnl 
liihr of t’ooi;.', r\j-vl!iii>j the Mvihaum.eilaii iviller'i who h.al l.ira 
f ii'ibly iinsi'iloriil. A f»>iiin;oii iiitcir l ^^.1•a uiilli*! him in ‘trict 
.liliaiKi; •with til acral Abuvroatbv, vxho than iiht.aiari! .a i-oiiu.' hx* 
which he Couhl traii'J'v.il bii ar.uy, without opi'ii'-itimi, into the 
clcvaUil phiiii, 'rhi! cmiveyaace vf thu heavy c.iiiiii<ii, huwever, 
wa. a mo.il laboHoii'* ta'h, as it wai ofuii iiLCc''S.»ry ui Jraj; thiiit 
by tope '• anil piilloys u]i the tn'iaviiiIoHi sti-cjf, whioli form on 
tiiii niih: till! ill eli^.ity of thu fihauls. At h-iiglli the j;i iicral Iiiul 
u'.'ci Collie every ilitliciiliy, iitul wift in full maivh tu juiit Lord 
(’ornwallis, when he received onleri to retreat, wliieli, in this ca-'U 
tijii, could be vtucted only by the #.ncritice of all the heavy nrtil- 
lery. 

Aa his lordship was n tiriiijr, in a most hliattcrcd coiulition, 

U[>ou Jtangalure, the ntreiiglh of the iiicu failing for waul of foot], 
3 c 



pamiojiadaArq ^q'Snzi snojanmn siq jo peaq aqj" oqii 

‘Aioqg rataasjn j 'UopKiado-oa aitjaajga tre jo adoq apjq SoiaiS 
poB ‘paquasap XpBajqp sdioa aqj. Sapqmasaj iCpsop ‘jsoq XxBiq 
-pmiq. a jo pa^sisnoa EjaMopoj s rpr 'apnoamoioog jo aSap aqi 
i;q pamrqap o)jaq;iq naaq pnq qaiqAi ‘qa^ japimaag nos siq aapna 
<niBZTi^ aq; jo sdoox} sq^-^q panrof Aion sbai aj^ 'jB^idaa aq) codn 
qaJBoi eiq ^app o; jaSao][ on panmuapp ‘pamdmba [pj jo app 
a o;xn iCnue sp pSnojq pan snopaiadaid sp papx^caoa Snpaq 
‘sjipJAuaoQ pAO'j ‘nopapoSan ?b BjdmapB aApjoqa araos Japy 

'me^BdeSnuag o; sjanosud paqaiam 
aq 0 } maq:^ pasnaa aq ‘paSp^ p nam^^nnoa Jiaq) .fpjas nt uiof 
0} paivo^p aq aia^. ^aqi qapAv Xq ‘nopappdaa aq:^ SnpapiA 
‘pna f nosuiaS qspSa;q s}i q)iM JoopqmiOQ SniXuaa m ‘saiAna)aam 
JO sapas a Xq ‘papaaaans qaiqAi ‘qpos aqj oj noppadsa na pas 
pBq *pAJa)ni aq; nr ‘na;ps aqx ‘spaojni Xjo;apajd o; aaAoa a 
sa aAjas ;oa ;qSiin ;r ;aq; ‘havo; aq; nmq o; epa Xpo Snpq 
jpAixBj^r xanopo idmapa siqj, qqamaaag; aq; jo ^aaM. 

-pq pna p;idBD aq;VXuaq 2 Bn;sj 2 [ pmoSa pa)dnia;;B naaq ann; 
•iiaanr paq uwtu-sp-dnoo a pna ipqpa epjp q;uiL xpj 'sassaoans 
asaq; Xq Xamsp q;iAv. :qanps ‘SocapapoQ ‘qjp axSms a jo ssox 
aq; ;noq;TAV mio;s Xq paijjaa sajA ;i ‘sauapaq nado jo 8Ap pna 
saqaBoadda pXap naaas aapa ;a^ *pa;dma;;a aq o; ;on aaaxd a sa 
japnamoioa aq; Xq paaapisnoa naaq paq pna ‘aa;aaaaqa apapimaoj 
eaont pi;s a aaoq qapai *°ooapnaAag qoo;aapnn !}aan;g x^^ox^O 
‘axqanSaadon aaSnox on sa paMaiA Mon Smaq sBooup aqj, 
qimnms aq; nio;p pa;a;idiaaad sano;s aq; Xq Xpaiqa ';xnBssa aq; ni 
XXOJ X;jiq; moqAi jo ‘papnnoAV pna paxpq ogx aSap 

aXoqM aq; 2nunQ; *aaaapaa na pa;aaja ‘a;a2 joiaa;nt aq; Snpaqj 
pna ^x^sR° XaaAa araaaaaAO ssaxaqpaAan B;aaxpssa aq; idaa;s 
o; daa;s moaj ‘qsaaa enopnamaa; q;iAA 'oAvop pajxoa aaaM g;iaaaS 
JO sassam aSnq f snoaoSp sba; aanajap aqj^ ‘nosaad nr saropaj^ 
Xaaaiiag Xq apani sbai qx^i^^ SR? ^R^aooca aaaxa Xq ‘Sainaoni 
ano pna ‘pa;aajga aaa.u. saqaaaaq oaa; sXap ano-X;aaM; nj ‘aais 
-saasa ebal ‘sauapaq aq; o; nonnaa SurXaAnoa pna ‘sapis XSSaaa 
pna daa;s s;i no b^joal J3niqsqqa;sa jo anoqax aq; aitqAi fxi^-'^ 
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meiits of tbc English, ivliich provloiisly ninountcd almost to 
famine, ceased, so far as they wero trilling to pay the enormous 
prices that wero extorted from their necessities. Every article 
abounded in that predatory host: it exhibited “ tho spoils of tlio 
East, and the industry of tho "West, — from a web of English 
hroadeloth to a Birmingham penknife; from the shawls of Cosh- 
mere to the second-hand garment of the Hindoo; from diamonds 
of tho first water to the silver ear-ring of a poor plundered village- 
maiden;” while “the tables of the money-changers, overspread 
with the coins of every country of tho Emil, gave evidence of an 
extent of mercantile activity utterly incouccivablo in any camp, 
excepting that of systematie plunderers by wholesale imd retail.” 
These allies, moreover, introduced the comnuuidcr to a most usc- 
fiil class of men, tho hrinjarries or grain-merchants, who, travel- 
ling in largo armed bodies with their wives and children, made it 
their business to supply all the militant powers of Hindostan. 
They distributed their corn w’ith' tho strictest impartiiility to .all 
who could pay for it; aud tho general, now amply supplied with 
funds, was no longer exposed to want, and easily obtained a 
preference over Tippoo, w’hoso pecuniary resources wero beginning 
to fail. 

Although tho army was thus relieved from tho immediate pres- 
sure of distress, Lord Cornwallis did not conceive it possible to 
advance again upon the capital till the arrival of a more favour- 
able season, and till a fresh battering-train and other extensive 
supplies should he forwarded from Madras. In the meantime 
tho troops were employed in the reduction of some of the tremen- 
dous drooffs, or precipitous rocks, which rise like so many for- 
tresses in this as well as in other of tho elevated plains of India. 
Among these Nundidroog, almost inaccessible by nature, had been 
fortified with every care to I'ender it impregnable, and was placed 
under the command of one of Tippoo’s ablest officers ; yet Major 
Gowdie, after some successful experiments upon minor forts, 
undertook its reduction. The only one of its faces at all capable 
of approach, had been strengthened near the top by a double 
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with great advantage the services assigned to light cavalry, had 
concluded that it would ho more profitable to himself to turn aside 
and plunder the rich country of Bcdnorc; and to this personal 
interest he hesitated not to snerifiee all the grand objects of the 
confederacy. Captain Little, who, with a body of about a thousand 
men, had been attached to the host of the llhoAV, was obliged to 
second him in all these irregular pursuits; the most arduous 
services devolving upon himself and his followers. At one time 
ho was urged to attach a largo detachment of Tippoo’s army, 
stationed in an almost impenetrable jungle covered by .a deep 
ravine. "With less than 750 bayonets he midcrtook the service, 
and, after a severe and even doubtful contest, dislodged the enemy 
with grc.at loss, — an exploit considered one of the most brilliant 
by which this tvar was distinguished. 

IBy these circumstances Lord Cornwallis was reduced to depend 
on the force under his own immediate command, amounting to 
22,000 men, including forty*two battering-guns and forty-four 
field-pieces; and on that of General Abcrcroraby, consisting of 
S400 men, which ho ordered immediately to approach Seringa- 
patam. He began his march on the 1st Fcbruaiy 1792, and 
by proceeding in three lines instead of one, with his ordnance and 
heavy baggage in the centre, his infantiy and light troops on the 
flanks, he avoided much of the annoyance hitherto experienced 
from the attacks of an active enemy. 

On the dth of the month, the English army having reached a 
range of heights, (Useovered the Mysorean metropolis, in front of 
which Tippoo, with his whole force, amounting to between 40,000 
and 50,000 infantry and 5000 cavaliy, appeared strongly in- 
trenched. In Colonel TVillcs’ opinion, the sultan would have 
practised with greater advantage his original system of desultory 
warfare, by throwing into the city a strong garrison under a faith- 
ful commander, while he himself, "with his light cavaliy, might 
have endeavoured to intercept the supplies and communications 
of the enemy. It is probable, however, that ho fully trusted to 
the strength of his present position, and also hoped, by maintaining 
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the English, when regularly brought to bear upon the enemy," 
carried all before them. The most critical moment was when the 
two divisions above mentioned, after having found a ford, under- 
took to force their way across the river. Bring aided by an able 
movement of Colonel Knox, they succeeded more easily than was 
expected, though it was so deep that all their cartridges were 
spoiled by the water, and they were accordingly compelled to 
place their sole reliance on the bayonet. Tippoo, during the early 
part of the engagement, occupied a strong redoubt on the river, 
where he took his evening meal; hut, on seeing the English 
divisions advance to the ford, he felt alarm as to his communica- 
tion mth the city, and hastened to cross it before them. He almost 
touched the head of the column, and had several of his attendants 
killed before he could reach a detached work in an angle of the 
fort, where he again took a station. But morning soon dawned, 
and discovered the British army fully established on the island, 
and facing the fortress without any interposing harrier. The 
sultan lost, it is said, , no less than 23,000 men, chiefly in conse- 
quence of the multitudes who dispersed amid the confusion, and 
returned to their homes. A body of ten thousand, with their 
mves and children, rushed along the Mysore bridge to reach the 
western territory. The loss on the side of our countrymen 
amounted only to five hundred in killed and wounded. 

Tippoo, on discovering the extent of his disaster, made the most 
vigorous efforts to retrieve it. By the advice of Foornea his 
treasurer, as the most effectual mode of alluring hack the numerous 
fugitives, he announced that two lacks of rupees would be dis- 
tributed among the troops. He urged his soldiers to recover if 
possible the positions in which the British were .not fully esta- 
blished; and. several of their attacks, being supported by the 
artillery of the fort, were very formidable, though they were all 
finally baffled. 

It was no longer possible for the sultan to conceal from himself 
that his cro^vn and kingdom were in the most extreme peril, and 
indeed that a peace dictated by his enemies could alone save 
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had arrived before tbe sultan discovered that this operation, so 
fatal to him, bad commenced. A uullab or ravine bad been con- 
verted into a mdo and extensive parallel, wbcrc tbe assailants 
were placed so fully under cover, as to render incilcctual every 
attempt to interrupt their opcnitions. This parallel was carried 
on and improved till the 21st, when it was completed; and in the 
night the line was marhed ont for a second. It wsis finished on 
the 23d; and the ground was fixed fur the heavy batteries about 
500 yards from the fort, in so advantageous a position, as to 
leave no doubt of a practicable breach being speedily cflected. 

As the crisis of his fate thus rapidly approached, Tippoo felt 
the necessity of coming to a prompt decision upon the proposals 
submitted by the British commander. Ho called his pi-incipal 
officers to meet in the great mosque, and laying before them the 
Konin, adjured them by that sacred book to give faithful advice 
in this dread emergency. He stated the terms demanded by the 
enemy, adding, — “ You have heard the conditions of peace, and 
you have now to hear and answer my question, Shall it be peace 
or war?” A reference made in such words, could leave no doubt 
as to the course which ho felt himself under the necessity of fol- 
lowing, and that ho merely sought the sanction of his chiefs. 
They unanimously agreed that, under present circumstances, 
there remained no alternative. The scene is said to have been 
peculiarly affecting, and Colonel Wilks met with ferv that had been 
present who could even allude to it without tears in their eyes. 

That very night Tippoo sent oft’, signed and sealed, the con- 
ditions transmitted to him by Lord Cornwallis. Early in the 
morning orders were sent to the English troops to cease from their 
labour in the trenches, and to forbear farther hostilities. The in- 
junction was received with a deep feeling of disappointment. 
Their enthusiasm had been raised to the highest pitch; they 
cherished tbe most sanguine hopes that they should triumphantly 
scale the proud walls of Seringapatam, and with their own hands 
rescue their countrymen immured in its dungeons. The com- 
mander-in-ohief, however, issued very judicious general orders, in 
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the allies wove grossly exaggerated, and tlie otLcrs underrated ; 
while the !Nlzam and Purseram Bhow were not slow to err on the 
opposite side, and hence the discrepancy became enormous. Mean- 
time reports were spread of suspicious conduct on the part of the 
saltan, and in particular that, contraiy to treaty, he was actively 
strengthening the fortifications of Seringapatam. When remon- 
strated with on this subject, he replied that, if they thought propci", 
he would throw down a bastion and let the English see into the 
fort, — an answer so irild and extravagant, that it tended little to 
dispel apprehension. 

^ At length his vakeels produced documents which were supposed 
to he authentic, and whence it appeared that the entire revenue 
of their master’s dominions did not exceed £2,960,000. Each 
of the allies then picked out what best smted him ; the Mahinttas 
extended their frontier to the Toomhuddra ; and the Nizam carried 
his beyond the Pennar. The English took their shai'ein detached 
portions ; on the east, the frontier-territory of BaramabI ; on the 
south, Dindigul ; on the west, a great extent of the disputed const 
of l^Ialahar, including Tellicherry and Calicut. No objection was 
made till it was ohsei-ved that this last section included Coorg, 
long the subject of much deadly cont^^ On seeing this condition, 
the sultan burst into a paroxysm of rage that approached to ab- 
solute phrensy. “To which of their territories,” said he, “is 
Coorg adjacent? Why do they not ask at once for Seringapatam? 
They know that I would sooner have died in the breach than have 
consented to such a cession, and durst not bring it foi'n'ard till 
they had treacherously obtained my children and my treasure.” 
Some English authors endeavour to prove that the demand ought 
not to Irave been unexpected ; and yet it cannot be denied that, 
while all the other cessions consisted of frontier-territories, leaving 
untouched the mounta^barrier which encloses Mysore Proper, 
this included a portion of its very summit, and opened a ready 
access to the capital. But the truth is, that as long as Tippoo was 
eagerly intent on pc^ng his vengeance on its brave people, Lord 
Cornwallis could not abandon to his fury faithful allies, and a race 
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too littlo or too much. Tlio cession:; extorted were such as to 
preclude all hope of future friendship ; for they inevitably created 
in the mind of a proud, ambitious, and restless prince, a feeling 
of deadly enmity, as well as an incessant desire to retrieve his 
lost greatness ; while they left him a degree of power which 
might easily become formidable in the hands of such an enemy. 

Notwithstanding these unpromising circumst;incc.s, si.x years 
elapsed without any violation of the treaty; and all its conditions 
being fulfilled, the two young hostages were scut b.ack to their 
father in 1794. Tippoo saw no prospect of making war with ad- 
wantage; and Sir John Shore, who succeeded us governor-general, 
followed a strictly pacific system, which ho was even accused of 
carrying to excess. His policy was particularly questioned in the 
ease of the Nizam, wiicn the lilahrattos, his late allies, carried into 
cfiect their long-cherished design of invading and plundering his 
territories. The engagements entered into with this ruler previous 
to the commencement of the ^Mysore war, though somcw’hat vague, 
were such as reasonably led him, in that event, to look for British 
protection. The new’ governor, however, considered himself as 
strictly precluded by his instructions from engaging in any con- 
test that was not purely defensive. The Nizam, in the exigency 
to which ho was thus reduced, bad recourse to a Frenchman 
named Baymond, who possessed no ordinary share of enterprise 
and martial skill. He succeeded also in alluring into the service 
of his employer a great number of French ofiicers, and with their 
aid organized a largo body of troops, who were superior to any 
native force, with the exception of the sepoys trained in the 
British army. Tippoo, meantime, w’as busily employed in at- 
tempting to improve his military system, though, from want of 
means and practic.al information, ho met with very imperfect suc- 
cess. 

Such was the state of afiairs, when in May 1798 the Earl of 
Mornington, afterwards Marquis Wellesley, went out as governor- 
general. This nobleman, whose splendid career was destined to 
eclipse that of Clive, was sent with the most solemn injmictious 
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of tho greatest military power in Iho world, animated, too, witU 
tlio most rancorous feeling towards Ikitain, and peculiarly desirous 
to strike a blow against ber in this very quarter. The only 
security lay in the dominion of the seas, which England had fully 
established; though oxpcriciico has shown that no fleet, however 
triumphant, can hermetically seal tlie ports of a gi*cat country, or 
even prevent a squadron from finding its way to tho most distant 
regions. This had just been made evident, as Bonaparte, in tho 
face of tho British navy, had recently landed in Egypt a force 
suflicient to conquer it; an expedition, too, which was. generally 
believed to be undertaken with .in ultimate view to India. The 
perils of a French invasion of that country were then, perhaps, 
generally overrated; now, after the event, they are probably too 
much despised ; for it seems highly probable that the republican 
government, had they not been involved in a series of continental 
wars, would have attempted to transport a hirge arnjy into the 
East, — and it is by no means certain that they would not have 
succeeded. 

The dangers to be apprehended from Tippoo were, moreover, 
greatly incrc.'iscd by the actual position of tho neighbouring states. 
The only two by which his power could be balanced were tho 
IMahnitf as and the Eizam. The former confederacy, notwithstand- 
ing its great extent, was now in so distracted a shite that tho 
Feishwa, its nominal head, could scarcely maintain his authority 
against the turbulent chiefs who were struggling for supremacy. 
The dominions of tho other were also ill organized, and his troops 
quite undisciplined. His chief military strength lay in the corps 
trained after tho European manner by Baymond, which in a few 
years bad been raised from ISOO to 10,000, and on'ongements 
were now making to increase it to 14,000. These troops, how- 
ever, were so far from aflbrding a ground of confidence to the 
English that they were felt as sure and deadly enemies. It had 
long been a fixed policy of the French government thus to employ 
their ofBccrs among tho native powers, in the view of exalting 
their own influence and depressing that of their rivals. Little 
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sucb activity did the marquis infuse into the conduct of adairs, 
that in October 179S an adequate force was assembled, and early 
next Jnnuar}' preparations were in so advanced a state os to aiford 
the prospect of its being speedily nblo to more. Mcniitimc an 
important preliminary operation bad been cilected. 

Immediate attention was required to the strong corps formed 
^ under French officers at the capital of llydrabad, and upon this 
point the governor-general determined to adopt tbo most decisive 
measures. Capt.ain Kirkpatrick, Kesident at that court, was 
• instnictcd to lay before tbo Kizam tbo plan of an alliance, offeusivo 
and defensive, by which ho was to bo guamntced against the attack 
of all his enemies. In support of this pledge, four English bat- 
talions, with a body of artillery, in addition to tbo two already 
stationed there, were to bo sent to his capital; but bo was informed 
that the regiments conuuanded by tho French must bo immedi- 
ately dissolved, and themselves dismissed. Tho movement of a 
largo body of troops to tho frontier intimated that these proposi- 
tions were not meant to bo optional. Tho Kizsim was involved in 
much doubt and perplex!^*. He is said to have been disgusted 
by tho insolent and domineering conduct of tho foreign officers ; 
but he dreaded to sco his country made tho theatre of a contest 
between the rival nations ; still more, perhaps, ho foresaw that, 
by the proposed arr.'uigement, bo would bccomo completely tho 
vassal of England. At length, on tho 1st September 1798, ho 
signed the treaty, which was ratified at Calcutta on tho ISth, and 
carried into effect mth such oxpcditiou, tliat on tho 10th October 
tho new subsidiary force arrived at llydrabad. His highness 
again relapsed into all his doubt and iiTcsolution, and endeavoured 
to evade or delay every decisive step, till Colonel Eoberts, tlio 
commander, cutting short all discussion, marched up to tho French 
cantonments, aud on the 22d formed a circle round them. Tho 
troops, at ouco dreading a conflict with the English, and discon- 
tented on account of their arrears of pay, rose in mutiny against 
then* chiefs; when, on being assured of tho money duo to them, 
and of future service under other leaders, they laid down their 
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mind to the uccoasity uf submis-iiou. I fu titill placed a vague couil> 
deuce in destiny, in the aid of foreigners, and in alliances which ho 
hoped to form with the northern powers of India. At length, on the 
ISlh December, prob.ably after receiving the despatch of the lOlh, 
though he did not acknowledge it, he wrote a long e.xplanatory paper, 
lie represented the French affair as only the casual .arrival of a 
party of strangers in search of employment, which he had granted 
to a few ; and ho expressed extreme surprise that there should be 
any idea of the interruption of mutu.al amity. Ilefurring to the 
proposed mission of .Major Doveton, he observed that “ the treaties 
and engagements entered into were so firmly established and con- 
firmed, ns ever to remain fixed and durable, and bo an example 
to the rulers of the age. I cannot imagine that mcxins more 
effectual than these can be adopted for promoting the security of 
states, or the welfare and advantage of all parties.” It seems 
impossible to regard Lord AVelleslcy’s interpretation as strained, 
when he considered this note os implying an absolute rejection of 
the embassy, and a determination against any concession boyoud 
those made by former treaties. 

^In reply to it, accordingly, his lordship, having arrived at 
^•Madras, wrote, on the 9lh January 1791), a long memorial, fully 
explaining .all his grounds of complaint. He gave a narrative of 
the transactions at the Isle of France, enclosing a copy of M.alar- 
tic’s proclamation, and finally inferred, that “ his Highness' am- 
bassadors had concluded an oflcnsivo alliance with the French 
against the Company and its allies; that they had demanded 
military succours mrd levied troops with a view to its prosecution ; 
that his Highness had sanctioned the conduct of his amb.assador.s, 
and had received into his army the troops which they had levied ; 
that having made military prcp.aration3 of his own, he was evi- 
dently ready, hud the succours obtained been suflicient, to h.avo 
commenced an unprovoked attack on the Company’s possessions, 
and had broken the treaties of peace and friendship subsisting be- 
tween him and the allies.” Deeply regretting that the offered 
mission of Major Doveton had not been accepted, he still urged it 
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exclaiming, “ The fractured mast of Ripaud’s worthless vessel will 
cause the subversion of an empire.” He made, however, a re- 
luctant movement to the castwai'd, with the view of meeting 
Major Dovetoni ; hut Wellesley now considered the time as passed 
when such an arrangement could he advantageously admitted. 
The monsoon, which begins in June, would put a stop to military 
operations, so that to enter at' present upon a negotiation would 
enable bis enemy to gain a whole year, in the course of which he 
might hope to procure allies and reinforcements from various 
quarters. On receiving, therefore, 'no answer' by the 3d of Feb- 
ruary, the governor-general had ordered the armies to advance ; 
and on the arrival of the sultan’s letter, he wrote to him on the 
22d February, announcing that the mission of Doveton could no 
longer be attended with the expected advantages ; that his long 
silence had rendered it necessary to command the approach of the 
troops ; but that General Harris was empowered to receive any 
embassy, and to enter into any explanations by which a treaty 
lQig^-be arranged, on such conditions as should appear to the 
allies indispensably necessary to the establishment of a secure and 
permanent peace. Tippoo, however, even before receiving this 
notice, either suspecting that his consent had not produced the 
intended effect, or moved by his own inconsistent disposition, had 
determined to try the fortune of arms. ‘ 

The army appointed to invade the kingdom of Mysore consisted 
of 4381 European and 10,695 native infantry ; 884 European and 
1751 native cavalry, with 608 gunners; forming. in all 18,319 
6ghting-men, with 104 pieces of cannon, and 2483 lascars and 
pioneers. To these were added 10,157 infantry and 6000 horse 
belonging to the Nizam, and which, under British command, now 
formed an effective body of troops. In the meantime General Stuart, 
a veteran in Indian warfare, was advancing with 6420 men from 
Malabar to join and co-operate with the main army. 

General Harris was furnished with the plans of two treaties, to 
be selected according to circumstances. The first, which was to 
be produced in the event of the army merely arriving before Ser- 
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does not nppoar very clear why the commander did not imme- 
diately concentrate his forces, by either marching forward himself, 
or ordering the adranco under ^lontrcsor to fall back. In fact, 
the Indian army penetrated through the jungle with such secrecy 
and CKpedition, that hetweeu nine and ten in the morning they 
had completely surrounded that officer’s brigade, attacking it at 
once in front and rear. It maintained most gtallantly an arduous 
conflict till after two o'clock, when General Stuart came up, and 
after a brisk charge obliged the enemy to retreat in all directions 
through the thicket. The advanced corps being immediately 
withdrawn, Tippoo hud a pretence for claiming a victory; but the 
c.asualtics on our side, which amounted only to 29 killed, 9S 
wounded, and 1 G missing, sufficiently showed that he had failed 
ill his object of striking a decisive blow. Even by his own state- 
ment, his loss included several chiefs of rank ; and this was the 
last .action in which ho disiilayed any military genius. Tie effected 
a complete surprise, and the destruction of the English corps was 
averted only by its own extraorffinary valour, and the inferiority 
of his troops in a pitched battle. 

The sultan hastened back to oppose the main army, advancing 
against him from Coromandel. It might now have appeared evi- 
dent that his only resource was, by recurring to the ancient mili- 
tary policy of his house, to throw a strong garrison into Seringa- 
patain, to keep the field with large bodies of cavalry, and by con- 
tinual movements to intercept the enemy's communications, cut 
off his supplies, and surprise his dct.'ichmcnts. He might thus 
either have defended his throne, or have remained powerful .after its 
fall. Uis plan, however, appears to have been to contend with 
the English according to their own method, in regular warfare 
and by pitched battles. To this system ho had been partial ever 
since Lord Cornwallis's first retreat after the engagement fought 
near his capital. But oven there Tippoo was beaten; and the 
subsequent retreat had been occasioned solely by the want of sup- 
plies and equipments, produced by the desultory warfare previously 
waged. During the peace, ho made great exertions to assimilate 
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and broke tbeir ranks, when d resolute charge by the horse drove 
them off the field. The whole of tho Indian lino then gave way, 
and a general I'ctrcat ensued, which Harris, who Avas greatly 
inferior in cavalry and light troops, did not attempt to molest. 
Tho loss was not very serious on either side ; but an additional 
proof was given how unable even tho flower of the Eastern armies 
was to contend in pitched battle with the British. 

Tippoo made another attempt to carry into cfiect his plan of 
desultory warfare. He had removed or destroyed all the forage, 
and almost every blade of gntsa on the highway between his 
enemy’s position and tho capital; and ho hovered round, ready 
to fall upon their rear as they marched along this desolated 
route. But ho was completely disappointed by tho movement of 
Gcncrol Harris, who, after leaving Slalavilly, turned to tho left, 
crossed the Cauvery at the fords of Sosilla, and proceeded to Serin- 
gapatain along tho southern bank of that river, a resolution which, 
being wholly unexpected, no precautions bad been taken to defeat. 
On seeing their last scheme thus>bafiied, the sultan and his prin- 
cipal officers were struck Avith deep dismay and despondency. 
Having assembled them in council, he said : — “ Wo have arrived 
at our last stago; what is your determination?" “ To die along 
Avith you,” Avas the universal reply. A unanimous resolution aa’us 
formed to try again tho fortune of the field, Avitb the alternative 
only of victoiy or dc.ath. All present were deeply affected ; one 
of the chiefs, before taking leave, threw himself prostrate and 
clasped the feet of his master, tho usual sign in India of the most 
solemn farewell. Tho latter could not I'clrsiin from tears; his 
example quickly spread through the Avholo assembly; and they 
parted as men aaIio had met for tho last time in this AA'orld. But 
the final crisis Avas not yet arrived. Tippoo had expected that 
tho English commander Avould proceed to the eastern extremity 
of tho island of Seringapatain, cross the branch of the Cauvery 
that enclosed it, and establish himself on the ground formerly 
occupied by Lord CornAvallis. But General Harris chose to make 
a circuit, Avhich Avould bring his anny opposite to the Avestern 
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could bo readied only by crossing its chnnncl. The forliGcntions 
nt the Grsl point, however, appeared both strong and complicated; 
while the most western angle projected beyond tiio main body of 
the fortress, and was not duly ilankcd or protected by the other 
defences. Ucsidcs, while I'cgularly attacked from the south, it 
could be cnGladcd from the northern bank of the Cauvery. The 
river, too, evidently appeared fordable, ns both men and eattlo 
were seen passing without difficult}'; and it was confidently 
expected that before tbo monsoon had augmented its waters, the 
campaign would bo over. In pursuance of these views. General 
Stuart crossed the stream, and notwithstanding a vigorous resist- 
ance, and one very brisk sally by the garrison, succeeded in gain- 
ing a position in which bo could effectually co-operate with the 
main attack. 

On the 9th April, Tippoo wrote a letter to General Harris, in 
which bo merely asked why the English had entered his country, 
and made war upon him contrary to subsisting treaties, which ho 
had never violated. The general in return briefly referred him to 
the communications of Marquis Wellesley, which had put an end 
to the correspondence. Wilks, who usually lets us into the 
interior of the Mysore councils, leaves us here in tlic dark as to 
the views by which the Indian chief Avas actuated. Meantime the 
trenches had been opened, and the works proceeded regularly and 
rapidly. On the 20th and 2Gth, two strongly-intrenched posts, 
which guarded the approaches to the wall, Avero carried by attacks 
under the direction, the one of Colonel Sherbrooke and the other 
of Colonel Wellesley. Hcforo the second of these actions, the 
sultan, seeing his defences successively fall, and the siege quiekly 
advancing to its termination, resolved again to solicit peace, 
though sensible it must be purchased Avith extensive sacrifices. 
He wrote, refciving to the despatches of the governor-genoi'al, and 
proposing a conference of ambassadors. General Harris, in reply, 
after taking a view of recent events, announced, as the positive 
ultimatum, the cession of half his dominions, the payment of tAA’o 
crores of rupees, one immediately, and another in six months; 
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At sunset, on tho 28tli, the place was marked out for the breach- 
ing batteries; and, as they Avcroonly four hundred yards from the 
aamU, no doubt Avas entertained of their speedily ejecting their 
object. Two, of fiA'o and of six guns re.spcctively, AA’cro erected, 
scA'cnty yards dist.ant from eaoh other; but ns only one could be 
completed by the morning of the 30th, its shot Avas directed, not 
against the spot intended to bo breached, Avhich it Avas not desir- 
able the enemy should yet knoAV, but against the adjoining bastion, 
Avhosc fire might haA'o taken the assailants in flank.. Enfilading 
b.ntterics were also constnicted, AA’hich were expected to render it 
impossible for tho enemy to rcmiiin on the Avails during tho 
assault. On tho 2d M.'iy, the tAvo principal batteries Avere com- 
pleted, and opened their full fire upon tho part of tho Avail c.allcd 
tlio curtain. In the course of that day the AA'orlcs sustained ex- 
tensive damage, and in tAA'cnty-four hours tho breach became 
nearly practicable : in which vieAV fascines, scaling-ladders, and 
other implements of storm, Avere brought into the trenches. Dur- 
ing the previous night Lieutenant Lalor had crossed tho riv’^cr, 
which he found easily fordable, Avith a smooth rocky bottom, tho 
retaining Avail of tho fortress being only seven feet high, and pre- 
senting no obstiiclo Avhatcvcr to tho passage of troops. On the 
night of the third there AV.as a practicable breach of a hundred 
feet Avidc, and one o’clock on tho following day Avas fixed as the 
hour of assault. 

The sultan, meantime, as the term of his life and empire ap- 
proached, instead of employing tho usual means of deliverance 
from this extreme peril, occupied himself only in superstitious and 
delusive modes of prying into futurity. He had recourse, in his 
despair, even to the hated and persecuted Bramins, Avhom he 
desired to practise, though at immense cost, their rvild and mystic 
incantations. All the astrologers, AA-hether from hostile feelings 
to his highness, or from seeing that their credit could not be 
otherwise supported, announced tho most imminent danger; pro- 
scribing, hoAveA'cr, some absurd ceremonies and oblations by 
which it might possibly be averted. Under then' directions he 
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bottom and killed. Thu Knglish thus cleared tbo whole of the 
southcru rampart, and arrived at the cadtern, where their advanced 
guard came in view of the pahtcc. 

The left column, meantime, encountered muck more serious 
obstacles. On reaching the top of the wall, they discovered, to 
their surprise, a deep ditch separating it from uu inner rampart, 
where the enemy, in grciit force, kept up a destructive fire. The 
garrison ut this point, too, nuimated by the arrival of the sultan 
in person, gallnntl}' defended successive traverses, formed across 
the path of the assailants. The situation of tbo latter now became 
critical; .ill the commissioned otficers who led the attack were either 
killed or wounded ; and Lieutenant Fnrquhar, having assumed the 
command, immediately fell, mid was succeeded by llrigadC'Major 
Lambtou. Meantime, Capt<*iiii Goodall, with a detachment from 
the right, had forced his way over tbo ditch, seized the inner ram- 
part, and commenced upon the enemy a Ihinking-fire similar to 
that with which they had so severely annoyed his countrymen. 
The Mysoreans were accordingly driven to a .spot where they 
beheld in their rear tho'other column which had advanced in the 
opposite direction. Seeing themselves thus completely hemmed 
in, they fled tumultuously, escaping by every possible outlet from 
the fortrc.ss, which was thus left completely in the. hands of the 
besiegers. 

General Laird, meantime, after the triumphant success of the 
right' column, had allowed bis troops an interval of rest, when 
certain officers brought notice that they had discovered the palace, 
and seen in a species of durbar or court a number of persons 
assembled, several of whom appeared to bo of high consideration. 
The commander immediately directed Major Allan, who seems to 
have been well qualified for this delicate task, to summon them to 
an immediate surrender, in order to avert the calamities that would 
bo inevitable were the royal residence to be taken by storm. This 
officer, on going towards the palace, saw several pci'sons on a sort 
of balcony, to whom ho announced his message. They manifested 
the greatest consternation, and soon brought the killedar or gover- 
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captives, every harsher sentiment yielded to that of pity, and ho 
gave them the most solemn assursuices that they had nothing to 
fear. They were escorted to the camp with arms presented, and 
.all the honours due to their rank. 

Sir David’s object being now to obtain possession of the person 
of the sultan, he proceeded with a body of troops to make the most 
diligent search in every corner of the palace, lie forcbore, indeed, 
to enter the zenana, but strictly guarded every p.assnge by wliich 
any one could leave it. No trace of the individual he sought could 
au^'whcrc bo found ; till at length, by severe threats, a confession 
was extorted from the killediu', that his royal master was lying 
wounded, ns he supposed, in a g.ateway, to which he oflcrcd to 
conduct the conqueror. The latter immediately accompanied him 
to the spot, where ho beheld a mournful spectacle: it was hero 
that the iicrccst combat had r.agcd ; the wounded and dead were 
lying piled in heaps over each other; while the darkness which 
had just fallen rendered the scene still more dismal. It was indis- 
pensable, however, immediately to ascertain the fact ; torches were 
brought, and the bodies successively removed till they discovered 
the sultan’s horse, then his p:ilanquin, and beneath it a wounded 
man, who w.as soon recognised as a confidential servant, and who 
pointed out the spot where his sovereign bad fallen. The body 
was found, and forthwith identifled by the killcdar and the other 
attendants. The features were in no degree distorted, but pi’c- 
sented an aspect of stern compo.suro ; the eyes were open, and the 
appearance of life was so strong, that Colonel IVcllcslcy and Major 
.iillan could not, for some time, believe him actually dead. It 
appears that, after having issued armed from the palace, with a 
band of trusty followers, he saw the English advancing along the 
rampart, and his men fleeing, lie rallied them by the utmost 
cflbrts of his voice and example, shooting several of the enemy 
with his own hand ; and ho thus called forth that resistance which 
had proved so formidable. At length, when the determined valour 
of the British troops prevailed against all opposition, he was left 
at one time almost alone, and obliged to .'iccompany the fugitives ; 
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engrossed by his jMussuIinau zeal, which bccarao the chief source 
of his crimes and follies, lie fancied himself a sort of militant 
apostle, who was to spread his faith over the world. Combining 
this design with his projects of ambition, he waged s.'icrcd wars on 
every side; against the Naz-irenc English, against the Bramin 
^lahrattas, and against the Pagan and licentious Naira. Ulti- 
mately, as we have seen, he sunk into the most childish supersti- 
tion, calling not only upon the Itlohnmmcdans, but tlic persecuted 
Hindoos, to practise their arts of divination. After the capture 
of Scringapatam, w'licn his repositories were searched, along with 
trc.aties, state-papers, and politic.*il correspondence, there was found 
a record of his dreams and their interpretation, of which Colonel 
Bcatson has preserved some curious specimens. At one time, 
when ho was threatened with an invasion of the lllahrattas, he 
dreamed that a young man Ciimo up and accosted him, who in the 
course of conversation proved to be a female. Hence he sagely 
inferred that his enemy, who at first had a manly and formidable 
.'ippc.ar.'ince, would in battle prove no bettor than women. On 
another occ.'ision, when ho was about to make war w’ith the native 
Christians, he was favoured with the vision of a cow and a palf, 
the former resembling a tiger in aspect and fierceness ; it had a 
slight motion in its fore-legs, but no hind-legs. He resolved to 
kill this cow, but awoke before he could accomplish his purpose. 
Hence, however, he thought himself entitled to infer, that ho 
would kill the Christians as he had proposed to hill the cow ; that 
the slight movement of the fore-legs indicated faint attempts .at 
resistance, while the absence of the hinder-legs proved that they, 
would have no .alliances to support them. These lucubrations form 
a strange contrast. to his display of talent on other occasions ; nor 
can it be wondered that public measures resting upon such con- 
clusions should not always have proved veiy prosperous. 

This prince, owing to his long wars with the English, his cruel 
treatment of the captives, and the imbittered enmity which he 
manifested, was regarded by them almost as a monster in human 
shape. Yet when their armies penetrated into the iD*'>*-’»or of his -w... 
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rcmicrcd them always hostile to the power by whom its dowiiful 
had been aehieved. It appeared, therefore, more advisable, after 
making a liberal provision for these princes, to draw forth from 
their deep humiliation the ancient race of rajahs, to whom the 
people were still fondly attached. The representative of this 
house, a minor of five years old, and his mother, were found in 
great poverty and neglect; from which, amid the apjdauscs of 
their countrymen, they were raised to the splendour and to some 
share of the power of Asiatic royalty. 
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trsinslalcd general ; but which, embracing ns it did all the branches 
of administration, seems to have had more analogy to thcoflicc of 
vizier in the Ottoman empire. Ballajcc soon engrossed the whole 
power, and ruled sncccssfully, but rather ns a legislator than a 
warrior. ITo contrived, by tics of common interest, to unite to- 
gether the somewhat discordant elements of which the ^Inhrntta 
confederacy was composed, .and to lit them for those united cflbrts 
that afterwards rendered them so formidable. He introduced order 
into the finances, encouraged agriculture, and brought all tlio 
branches of the administration into a regular system. 

After a brief government of six yc.ars, which, however, was 
found sntficicntly long to cficct these important objects, Ballajco 
died in October 1720, lc.avingtwo sons, the eldest of whom, Bajcc 
Bao or Bow, had been trained under his own eye both to business 
and arms, and had proved himself in the former equal, in the latter 
superior, to his parent and preceptor. Ho urged his master to 
much bolder schemes of ambition than had occupied the views ot 
Wishwanath ; draunng his attention to the jMogul empire, in which 
all the Indian ideas of greatness were centred, reduced now to such 
a state of wo.'ilcncss and disunion, that it must present an easy prey 
to the first bold assailant. Shno, though not personally a soldier, 
was dazzled by these prospects of dominion, and gave his entire 
sanction to the designs of his minister. The Peishwa, however, 
disturbed by domestic rivalry, and involved in a contest with the 
Nizam, or Soubahdar of the 0600.10, could not for some ye.irs follow 
out his scheme of aggrandizement ; and when at length he as- 
sembled his forces, and beg.in his march to the main scat of Mogul 
power, he was seized with a sudden illness, and died on the banks 
of the Nerbudda in 1740, after holding office nineteen years. 
Under him two chiefs, Holkar and Scindia, who, with their pos- 
teritj', were destined to dispute the sovereignty of Hindostan, rose 
from very low stations into considerable importance. The former, 
who sprang from the class of Sudra or labourers, had, by his mili- 
tary talents and spirit, collected a small party of horse, with which 
he attached himself to the army of the Peishwa. Scindia, though 
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first slinkcn, and then subverted, the foreign power by wbicb this 
triumph bad been aebiered became the only rival to them; and 
the question soon arose, wbicb of the two was to rule Ilindostan. 
Ueforo eoming to tbo decisive struggle, however, some internal 
movements of this government, and some previous transactions 
with the English presidencies, seem to demand our notice. 

Sevajee had exercised a power nearly absolute over his rude 
followers, and the reverence cherished for his name enabled him 
to transmit the Mahratta sceptre to his posterity. But the princes 
born to his throne did not possess the active and daring hardihood 
neccssoiy for treading in the steps of such a progenitor. Indulg* 
ing in case and voluptuousness, they gradually intrusted the 
arduous concerns of government and wiir to their ministers and 
generals. Then followed a consequence almost inevitable in ori- 
cntnl dynasties ; the minister, or still more the general, in whoso 
hands the actual administration was lodged, and who had the dis- 
pos.al of all favours and offices, soon became the real depositary 
of power, whom the sovereign would have sought in vain to dis- 
phacc, being in fact his master and that of the kingdom. Yet a 
certain veneration attached to the original race, and the I'ccollec- 
tious connected with the history of its founder would have made 
it unsafe actually to depose the legitimate rajah. It was much 
easier as well as safer to maintain him in ease and luxury, as a 
splendid pageant, while all the real authority was exercised in 
his name by tbc individual who presided in the council or army. 

This consummation, which always took place in the course of 
two or three generations, was, in the case now before us, precipi- 
tated by a remarkable .accident. At the capture of Eayree, in 
1690, by the troops of Aurengzebe, the grandson of Sevajee and 
his mother, having fallen into the hands of the conquerors, were 
carried to the Mogul counti-y, where Begum Sahib, the emperor's 
daughtei*, took an interest in the young captive, and obtained per- 
mission to educate him under her own eye. His majesty, when 
visiting the princess, contracted, a gi-eat fondness for the youth, 
whom, instead of his proper name of Sevajee, ho used to address 
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first sbalcen, and then subverted, tbe foreign power by whicb this 
triumph had been achieved became tbe only rival to them; and 
the question soon arose, which of the two was to rule Hindostan. 
Before coming to the decisive struggle, however, some internal 
movements of this government, and some previous transactions 
with the English presidencies, seem to demand our notice. 

Sevajee had exercised a power nearly absolute over his rude 
followers, and the reverence cherished for his name enabled him 
to transmit the Mahratta sceptre to his posterity. But the princes 
bom to his throne did not possess the active and daring hardihood 
necessary for treading in the steps of such a progenitor. Indulg- 
ing in ease and voluptuousness, they gradually intrusted the 
arduous concerns of government and war to their ministers and 
generals. Then followed a consequence almost inevitable in ori- 
ental dynasties ; the minister, or still more the general, in whose 
hands the. actual administration was lodged, and who had the dis- 



440 


MAIinATTA WAH, 


CHAPTER XIV. 

MAnnATTA.WAH, AND CONQUCST OF Ci:NTnAI. III.S'DOSTAK. 

Great Fon'cr of tlic Mnlirattna— Shoo tuccccd^ at nnjali— Able AilmInNtrntInn of ]}aU:iJcc 
Wlsliwanatli— UaJee Hoo mceceda— nijo of llnlknr nnil {'tinilla— Great Foircr of tbe 
PelshwB— nefluctlon of the Pirate Angrla— Mailoo Hao bccomci Pcislivrn— Ills able Co- 
Temment— Itagoba— IIo Is expelled by the Mlnls(et»— I'orms on Alliance sritli the 
Government of Bombay— Keating's Kxpcdltlnn— Proceedings at Bombay dl'allon'cd— 
Treaty— War renewed— March against Poonah— Shameful Capltiilatlnn— Campaign of 
Gencrnt Goddard— Kxplotls of Popham and Camae— Mahraltas alllcil with Britain— 
Inereased Power of Jlaliadajeo Schidla— His Heath— Death of Madoo Ihio— Varloas 
Intrigues— Jealousies of Britaln-Dlsscnslons of Scindia and Ifolltar— Defeat of Sclndla 
and tho Pelshwa— Subsidiary Alliance with Britain— Opening of the Campaign— Cenctnl 
tVcllcslcy enters Poonah— Negotiations with ScIndIa and the Iti^ah of Bcrar— Hostilities 
commenred— Baltic ofAsaayc— Of Argaom— Siege of Gawllglinr— Treaty with the Bajali 
of Bcrar— Force of the Bncmy In Central llindostan— Battle of Cnel— Capture of Allghnr 
— Itcdnctlon of Delhi- Tlic Mogul Kmperor— Final Defeat of the Enemy- Treaty with 
Selndla— Knpturo with llolkar— itetrent of Colonel Monson— Siege of Delld— Defeats 
sustained by Ilolltnr— Siege of Bhurtporc— Itcpnl«o of the English— Treafy-IIorillc Con- 
duct of Scindia— New System of Policy In Britain- Marquis Cornwallis comes out m 
G ovcmor-Gcncral— Dies, and Is succeeded by Sir George Barlow— Treaties with ' ” 
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traiiplalpil pcncral ; btil whirb, cinbrncinp ns iltlid nil iliclirnnclics 
of n(liiui)i<-trntini>, Fenins io liavc lind more nnnlogy (o ihc office of 
visior ill ilio Otioninn oiiijiiiv. IlttHnjec f*oo» oiiproeHcd iJic ivIhjIu 
jviwcr. niul ruled Buccesi'fully, but ratlirr n« n Icpislnlor limn n 
wnrrior. lie conlrivcd, by lies of coinmnn inlcre‘:l, lo unile. (o- 
pclbcp ibe. fomewbat difconlniit elements of wbicb ibo Mabrnlla 
oonfi'dcrncy was compo'-ed, nnd to fit tbcm for tbnsc nniled cfTorls 
tbal afio.rwards nindered tbein i^o formidable. He inlnybiccd order 
into the finances, eneoumpod apricnlltire, and lirougbl nil llio 
branrbes of Ibe odminislralion inlo n regular ayslcm. 

Afier a brief government of fix year?, wbicb, bowever, svns 
found .siifiieinilly long lo efiect ibcse important objccls, Il.nllajec 
died in October 1720, le.avingtwo Pon«, llic eldest of wbom, Hnjcc 
Hao or How, bad been Irained under his own eye both to biisiness 
nnd arm?, nnd bad provwl binifclf in Ibe fomicr cqiml, in tbc hitler 
ruperior, to bis parent nnd precejitor. He urged bis master to 
mucli bolder fcbomcs of ambition iban bnd occupied tbc views ot 
M'isliwnnalb ; drawing bif attention to tbe Mogul empire, in which 
all the Indian ideas of greatness were centred, reduced now lo Fucb 
a fl.atc of wc.abnc.»s nnd disunion, that it must present nn easy prey 
lo ibe. first bedd nssailant. Pbno, ibougb not personally a foblicr, 
wn* dnrr.led by tbesc prospects of dominion, nnd gave bis entire 
.s.-inclion to Ibe designs of liis mini.sicr. Tbc reidiwn, however, 
disturbed bv domestic rivalrv, and involved in n contest witli the 
Jiiram, nr Soubabdar of tbc Deccan, could not for some years follow 
out bis sebeme of aggrandisement ; and when at length be n.s* 
sc'.nblcd his forces, nnd began bis march to tbc main scat of Mogul 
power, be was scijicd with a sudden illiics.-'. and died on tbc banks 
of tbe Ncrlnulda in IT-IO, after bolding office nineteen years. 
Under him two chiefs, Ilolk.ar and Scindia, who, with their pos- 
terity, were destined to dispute tbe sovereignty of Ilindosinn, rose 
from very low st,ations into considerable importance. Tbe former, 
who sprang from tbc clas.s of Sudm or Labourers, bad, by his mili- 
tarj' talents and .spirit, collected a small part}* of horse, with wbicb 
be attached himself to tbc army of tbc Pcisbwa.„ Scindia, jibongh 
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by that of Shao, -wbiob alluded, in an' ironical manner, to tbe 
tbievisb vocation of Lis ancestors. He married him successively 
to the daughters of two considerable chiefs of his own nation, and 
celebrated his nuptials by rich presents,' among, which was the 
sword of his father, taken in his capital, and distinguished in the 
East under the name of Bhowanee. 

After the death of Aurengzebe, Shao remained with that em- 
peror’s son, Azim, who, wishing 'to excite divisions in the Mahratta 
nation, then carrying on a furious predatory warfare against the 
Moguls, sent home the young prince. During his absence the 
regency had been held by his cousin. Rajah Rama, and afterwards 
by the widow of that officer, Tara Bye, who felt exceedingly in- 
clined to continue in the exercise of her high functions ; but the 
people retained such an attachment to the direct line of Sevajee, 
that she was obliged to give way, and Shao, in March 1708, was 
seated on the throne of his ancestors. During a long reign he 
displayed some ability, and did not absolutely sink from bis place 
as a sovereign ; yet the debilitating influence of oriental habits 
was heightened in his case by his education in tbe Mogul seraglio. 
He soon discovered a lively taste for pleasure, and a disposition 
to impose upon others the burdensome cares of government ; but 
fortunately for himself, or at least for the greatness of the state, 
he placed his chief confidence in Ballajee Wishwanath. This 
future head of the Mahratta confederacy occupied originally an 
inferior situation in the revenue department ; and at his first rise 
had so little of the adventurous character of his tribe, that he 
could not sit upon horseback without a man on each side to sup- 
port him. His consummate talents and address, however, soon 
raised him to high consideration with Shao, whose object was 
rather to re-establish order and cement his power by a conciliatory 
system, than to lead his countrymen in their predatory campaigns. 
By a very able negotiation, this minister extricated his master 
from a quarrel with Angria, and induced that powerful chief to 
own his supremacy. Shao was_ so highly pleased with him on 
this occasion, that he raised him to the dignity of PeisJiwa, usually 
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iv. ont fnnn Sivtnm to IVottrih, llic- rciKliwa liccatnc the role and 
otnUspulcil head of the Mn]»n\tt.n confeileralioti. I'or several ye,ar8 
lut was involved in foroi<;n connexions, the wars and {tolitica of 
the Deccan and f'nrnntie, and the rtflncfion of the piratical ]>o\ver 
of Anpria. The Inst of these ohjeets pave rise, to certain aehieve- 
ments of a inentorahle dcf-criiiUoti, in which the Knglish horc the 
mo*!! con'^piciioHS part, 

1'Iie citn«t of the Conenn, between Ihnnhay and Goa, which be* 
long'i to the. Mnhrntta territory, has always been the scat of tribc-s 
who I'.xereiicd in jnratical expeditions lbo«c prodnlorv bnbit.s 

v. iiich eUewboro impelled ibom to inroads by land. In tlx; middle 
of the. • avonteentb century, during Ibc first ri.ac of tbo Malirattns, 
ami while thev wt-re, carrvlng on a maritime war with the !Mo"iil, 
one of their ofiicer.s, Connjeo Angrin, conceived the de.sign of 
f winding an imlejtcndent hingdom. He was greatly aided in lii-s 
piwp ct by the barrier of pn*cipitous rocks, wliicli on this coast ri*o 
out of the se.a, like tbo liill-forls from (be Itulian plain. On the 
two in''-nlate.d eliils of Gheria and Severndroog reigned this chief 
and bis s',icci''-S(>r.sof llic same name, where llir.y bccanio more and 
more formidable, (ill at length (bey felt tbcmsclve..s able to eojK) 
with the greateft I'liropean jwjwcrs, and even asjwivd to the do- 
minion of the adjacent reas. 'J'iiey made, many valuahlc caplurea 
from dlfierent nations, who, through dre.ad of their ravages, could 
no! proceed along the shore without a convoy. In February 17."»4, 
a Dutcli squadron of tbreo ships, carrying 50, .^G, and IS guns 
respectively, was attacked, and the wliole either burned or taken. 
The. Ilritl-h then cmisidered tlicnisclvcs called upon to lake vigorous 
.steps for ]nitting down this growing and dangerous power ; and 
the Mabr.attas willingly aflbrdcd (heir co-operation. In !Marcli 
1755, Commodore .Tames sailed with a siiuadron again.st Sevem- 
droog, where .Angria's ships were stationed; but ibcsc last, on 
the aiiproach of tbo enemy, slipjwd their cables and ran out to sea. 
They were of light construction, and tbo crews, by fa.stening to 
flag-staves tbeirrobes, quilts, and even turbans, caught every brc.'ith 
of wind, and completely outsailed the English. The commodore 
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that distinguislicd ranlc, under the regency of his uncle, Sagonaut 
Eao. This chief, aftcrwai-ds well known to the English under 
the familiar name of Eagoha, had already acquii-cd considerable 
inilitaiy reputation. Four ycai's, however, had not elapsed, when 
his young nephew showed a power and decision of character which 
fitted him for executing in person the duties of his exalted station. 
In 17G4 and 17 G5 he undertook his celebrated expedition against 
Hydcr, the triumphant issue of which displayed at once his own 
abilities, and the almost inexhaustible resources of his military 
sj’stem. Ho carried on, also, chiefly through the agency of his 
general, Trimhuck Mama, the other enterprise against the same 
ruler, which is mentioned in the history of Mj'sore. Finallj', to- 
wards the close of his reign, the Pcishwa again undertook to 
establish his supremacy in the very centre of the imperial domi- 
nions. A great army under Scindia overran Eohilennd, and 
Shah Allum, who inherited the mighty name of Great klogul, 
having exchanged the protection of the English for the aid of the 
Mahrattas, enabled the latter people to seize all that was left of 
the power which had so long been held supreme over India. 

The young ruler made considerable improvements in the differ- 
ent hranehes of the state, especially in the collection t>f the 
revenue and the administration of justice. He could not extirpate 
the corruption so deeply rooted in all Indian governments ; hut 
he studiously afforded protection to agriculture, which, allowing 
for the inferior fertility of the country, was then more flourishing 
in Maharashtra than in any other part of Hindostan. The revenue 
drawn from the people is estimated hy Mr. Grant Duff at ten mil- 
lions sterling, though little more than seven is understood to have 
entered the treasurj*. The army consisted of 50,000 good cavalrj’-, 
while the contingents of Scindia, Holkar, and other fendatoiy 
chiefs, raised it to about 100,000. They were followed to the 
field by crowds of irregular infantry, who were little better than 
camp-followers, and hy hands of Pindaree horse, fit only for 
plunder, but very eminently skilled in that vocation. 

Madoo Eao died in 1772 without issue, and was succee^^hy 
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then steered for the place itself, which was found to consist of 
several forts on the island and opposite coast, the works of which 
■were either cut out of the solid rock, or strongly framed of blocks 
ten or twelve feet squai'e. By throwing in bombs, however, which 
blew up a large magazine, and caused a general conflagration in 
the principal stronghold, he spread such an alaim, that the in- 
habitants and garrison successively evacuated the different posts. 
Rear-Admiral Watson having arrived with a much larger fleet, 
proceeded to the attack of Gheria, the capital, which Colonel Clive 
undertook to blockade on the land-side. On the 1 1th February 
1756, the several ships took their positions, and next day opened 
so tremendous a fire that the batteries were soon silenced. On 
the 13th the enemy delivered up the town, solely, as it appeared, 
through terror at this overwhelming discharge of artillery for 
the fortifications were of such strength, that no weight of metal 
could ever have effected a breach. The treasm*e, vessels, guns, 
and everything constituting the strength of this piratical state, fell 
into the hands of the victorious squadron. ' 

The influence of the Mahratta confederation continued constantly 
to increase. Scindia and Holkar, on the invitation of the Nabob 
of .Oude, had crossed the Jumna, and invaded the Rohilla terri- 
tory, which they soon overran, but were obliged to retire on the 
approach of the Afghan monarch. But it was not till 1760 and 
1761 that several grand expeditions were undertaken, which pro- 
mised at first to make them masters of the Mogul throne, and 
extend their dominion over the whole of India. Having, how- 
ever, provoked the resentment of Ahmed Abdalla, they expe 
rienced those signal overthrows, particularly in the battle of Pan- 
niput, which we have already noticed in tracing the fall of that 
empire. The tidings of that fatal day filled all Maharashtra with 
mourning; and the disaster pressed with peculiar weight on 
Ballajee Rao, who, having suffei'ed for some time under declining 
health, now sunk under a load of grief, and died in J une 1761. 

As the office of Peishwa had become quite hereditary, Madoo 
Rao, son of the deceased minister, was immediately elevated to 
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of wliich traces were asserted to be visible. In these cases, how- 
ever, the strong feelings of the public always adopt the darker 
belief; yet Ragoba mounted without opposition the throne to 
which ho had thus cleared the way, and soon after departed on 
an expedition against Hyder, who was in the field attempting to 
regain some of the territory lost in the former war. But during 
his absence on this occasion, the ministers, partly 'sharing the 
indignation of the public, — ^partly seeing the opportunity of draw- 
ing into their own hands the supreme authority, — entered into a 
combination for raising to the oiBcc of Pcishwa the unborn son of 
Gnnga Bye, widow of the late Peishwa, who had been left in a 
state of pregnancy. The lady wsis conveyed to the fortress of 
Poornndur, accompanied, it is alleged, by a number of Bramins' 
wives in the same condition, that in the event of the issue proving 
a female, a male child might be immediately substituted. Ragoba, 
meantime, had been completely successful in his warlike enter- 
prise ; but learning the dangers to which he was exposed at home, 
hastily concluded a peace, and having endeavoured, by extensive 
concessions, to .conciliate the Kizam, hastened back towards 
Poonah. The ministers sent against him Trimbuck Mama, tbe 
most martial of tbeir body, who confidently expected to raise his 
military fame still higher by the defeat of the Peishwa ; but ho 
was fatally disappointed. That ruler, though with an inferior 
army, charged in person at the head of a select corps of ten thou- 
sand men, and in twenty minutes completely routed the army of 
Trimbuck, who fell mortally wounded into the hands of his adver- 
sary. Had the conqueror proceeded direct upon Poonah, where, 
on the arrival of the tidings, the utmost confusion and consterna- 
tion prevailed, he might probably have resumed, almost without 
opposition, his wonted power and dignity. But, on the contrary, 
he marched northward towards the Rerbudda, in hopes of being 
joined by Holkar and Scindia, who had encamped in that quarter. 
By this step he lost a favourable opportunity ; the government of 
Poonah recovered from its panic, and collected a force of 50,000 

men, while by intrigues and high offers they had induced the 
2F 
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liis next brollior, Namin Hao, a j'outh not more tlian seventeen, 
lie was placed in a diiTicult situation; for the office of Pcishwa, 
after having crashed hcncath it that of rajah, was itself beginning 
to lose its influence. His uncle, Hagohn, was not likely to view 
without jealousy the elevation of so young a rival ; while a body 
of experienced ministers, trained under successive Pcishwas to a 
thorough acquaintance with the affairs of state, were beginning to 
contend for the supremo direction. In these circumstances, a 
temporary and apparent calm was followed by a dreadful commo- 
tion. On the morning of the 30lh August 1773, Narrain Pao, 
having observed some unusual agitation among the troops, 
desired one of the ministers to he on the .alert ; hut the warning 
was neglected. Tiie iinfortunatc prince had gone in the .afternoon 
to repose in a private chamhor, when a hand of soldiers burst by 
an obscure entrance into the palace. They at first pretended that 
thej' came to demand arrears of pay, about which they had for 
some time been clamouring ; hut it soon appeared that they were 
impelled by a much darker purpose. Narrain, roused from 
slumber, ran into his uncle's ap.irtmcnts, and threw himself into 
his arms, entreating that he would save him. The latter at first 
appesircd to interpose in favour of his relative ; hut Somer Sing, 
the ringleader, said, — “ I have not gone thus far to ensure my 
own destruction ; let him go, or you shall die with him.” He 
then cxtricsitcd himself from the grasp of the youth, whom, as 
well ns a faithful servant that had also clung round his neck, the 
conspiriitors instantly despatched with their swords. 

All eyes were turned to Pagoha, as the person by whom this 
crime must have been suggested. For some time no proof could 
ho ohtJiined, till Pam Sastree, one of the most respectable and 
upright of the ministers, having accumulated a mass of evidence, 
brought the ch.argc so home to hiraj that ho at length confessed 
ho hsid signod the oi'der to seizo tho person of his nephew, hut 
denied having in any degree sanctioned his death. A numerous 
body of Indian politicians still believe that such was the truth, 
and that a more criminal hand made an alteration in the writing, 
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felt llic ncccsfitv of sttlimitting to every (Irmniul of the Knrrljg], 
who, in the nicantinie, hail tahen the liberty of po'^'FCP.uing them- 
Fclvcs of Salscttc and its dependenciee. In re'^pecl to their rcqni- 
sition, indeed, of n large sum of money, he wn** obliged to profe-ss 
what his circumstances rendered exceedingly probable, nn ah’^ohitc 
inability to furnish it, but deposited jewels to the value of six laclrs 
of rupees, nml stipulated the cession of an extent of torritorv. from 
which the sum demanded might afterwards be drawn. 

"With a view to the fulftlmcnl of this tre.ily, Colonel Kc.-?lltig 
landed at Catnbay with a force whicli wn« raised to tnr-n. 
Having begun bis marcb, he w.ir joined hy an army, or r;itl;rr 
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'Nizam to break his treaty with their enemy, anti to co-operate in 
their designs. To crown their good fortune, Gunga Bye pro- 
duced a son, declared, indeed, by the opposite parly to he suppo- 
sititious, hut now hcliovcd to have been the genuine offspring of 
Narrain lino. At the age of forty days, the infant was formally 
inaugurated in the office of Pcishwn. 

Ragoha’s own army were so disgusted with the course ho had 
followed, that they deserted in great numbers, and, after passing 
the Nerhudda, ho found himself at the head of only 7000 cavalry. 
At Indore, notwithstanding, he met Scindia and ITolkar, from 
whom he received a cordial reception and liberal promises, and 
was empowered to recruit his thinned ranks from their tcrritoiy. 
He then advanced to the hanks of the Taptcc, with the view of 
completing the negotiation into which he had entered with the 
English government at Bombay. 

It was at this period a very favourite object with the Company 
to secure their possession of that settlement, by adding to it the 
port of Basscin, with Salscttc and several smaller islands in its 
vicinity. Permission had hccji given to maintain an envoy at the 
court of Poonah, who was instructed to watch every opportunity of 
obtaining these inuch-dcsircd cessions ; and the Bombay govem- 
incnt, on receiving the application from Ragoba for aid to restore 
him to supremo power, determined to employ it as the means of 
accomplishing their own purposes. It was contrary, indeed, to 
the orders and policy of the Directors to interfere in the internal 
disputes of the native powers ; and the support of a usurper and 
assassin was no very creditable mode of realizing their objects. 
But these considerations wore overlooked; and, indeed, on this 
last point their defenders assert that they were very imperfectly 
informed, and really believed the Pcishwn innocent of the murder, 
and the infant illegitimate. Even that prince, however, started 
when bo heard the enormous conditions which his new allies 
attached to their assistance, particularly the cession of Bassein 
and Salsettc. But seeing that Seindia and Holkar, on whom he 
placed much dependence, had been gained over by his enemies, he 
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brouglil round unotlicr rcinnrlinblc clinngc. The Court of Direc- 
tors nt liome, on being apprized of the arrangement made by the 
government of Uonibay with (hat chief, were more swayed by its 
imtncdiatc advantages than by their general principles, and sent 
out a cordial approbation of the measure. Their despatch to this 

enccl arrived immcdiatclv aAcr the conclusion of the trcalv of 

• «* 

Poonmdur. It was impossible nt once to annul so solemn a trans- 
action; but the council at llombay exulted in an extraordinarj* 
degree over the superior presidency, which liad so harshly cen- 
sured their conduct, and became accordingly disposed to find pre- 
texts for placing themselves ng<ain in a hostile attitude towards 
the administration nt Poonali. They by no means withdrew en- 
tirely their protection from IJngoba; they even derived encourage • 
ment from inlrignej carried on to re-establish his influence, which, 
however, were bafdcd by (lie profound political skill of I'urnavcso. 
The latter received with great favour a Frenchman named St. 
Lnbin, who appears to have held out to him the expectation of a 
strong milit.ary force from Kuropc. It was concluded, on the 
whole, that Nana had shown n hostile disposition ; and Mr. 
Hornby, the governor of Bombay, entered on the minutes a 
general review of Mahratta affuirs, in which he concluded that 
they were fast verging to a crisis that would comjiel the English 
either to t.ako some active and decisive part, or to relinquish for 
ever the hopes of improving their own condition in the west of 
India. Mr. Hastings, too, though he had concurred in the cen- 
sure on the Bombay government, now began to think that belter 
terms might have been gained by the treaty of Poonmdur. lie 
gr.antcd authority to them “ to assist in tranquillizing the dissen- 
sions of the Mahratta state ; ” to promote which object he sent 
Colonel Leslio with a strong detachment to march across the 
centre of India, from Bengal to the western coast. 

The authorities nt Bombay were not only highly elated by the 
sanction thus given to their schemes, but even adopted the rash 
resolution of accomplishing them with their own resources, lest 
the glory should bo shared by the troops under Leslie. In vain 
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arrangement, to establish one central anlbority. They vested in 
the governor-general and council of Calcutta a controlling power 
over the two other presidencies. The latter, however, were not 
as yet much inclined to acquiesce ; and that of Bombay in par- 
ticular had, in the late transactions, made very little reference to 
their now superiors. The supreme council, on being apprized of 
their proceedings, strongly condemned them, as unjust in them- 
selves, and contrary to the policy inculcated by the Company, of 
avoiding all interference in the internal concerns of Indian states. 
This step is generally blamed by English politicians, though, as 
it appears to us, without any good reason; but there does seem 
room to question the propriety of superseding entirely the Bombay 
government, and sending Colonel Upton direct from Bengal to 
conclude a fresh treaty. This had certainly the effect of placing 
the inferior presidency in a disadvantageous position, and of ‘ex- 
posing it to the contempt of the native powers. It has also been 
observed, that the Hindoo courts interpret every conciliatory step 
as a sign of weakness, and immediately rise in their demands. 
Nana Fumavesc, a Bramin' minister, who 'bad attained , an entire 
ascendency at Foonah, assumed a lofty tone ; and, indeed, as the 
English continued to demand the cession of Bassein and Salsette, 
he complained, not without some cause, that, after having frankly 
admitted the unwarrantable ground on which their claim to these 
places rested, they should still wish to retain possession of them. 
In short, the negotiation took so unfavourable a turn, that Colonel 
Upton announced to the councils, both of Calcutta and Bombay, 
that in all probability it would be immediately broken off. Sud- 
denly, howevei', the Mahratta minister, seeing that the British 
authorities were really determined to renew the war, and conse- 
quently had in no degree been actuated by fear, yielded almost 
every point in dispute. A treaty was concluded in Poorundur, 
by which they obtained all the places demanded ; while a month 
was fixed as the period within which the army of Ragoba was to 
be reduced, and their protection entirely withdrawn from him. 

Affairs seemed amicably settled, when the wheel of events 
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rcinftinod no rcsonrco Inil itcj^olintion. Tins, «i bwcIj circum- 
plancop, wfts cqiiivnlont (o offering the cjiciny a carte, hlauchc na 
to (ho tcrina on which tho invadora ahotihl he allowed to return to 
lloinhay. In vain did Hartley reinonatratc against that liunii- 
liating atop, and point out a cour^o hy which the. retreat might 
have been effected; in vain did Cnrnac advance ohjeetions, which, 
however, he forbore to pre^s; nothing could ahalvO the puaillnni- 
mous determination of the commanders. Tliey were even prepared 
to give, up Hagoha, had not that chief made a private agreement 
to surrender himself to Seindia. The Hritish themselves, hy 
treating with the latter, obtained somcwlmt more, favourahlc terms: 
still the convention of Worg.aom, if not the most disastrous, wn.s 
much the most disgraccfid event which had marked tho annals of 
our army in India. All the points in dispute were yielded; all 
the recent acquisitions were to he restored; and orders were sent 
that the troops now marching from Hengal should proceed no 
farther. 

Both at Bombay and at homo (ho utmost indignation was felt 
at this convention. Mr. CarnacT Colonels Bgcrton and Cockhnrn, 
were all three dismissed from the service. Their conduct in tho 
present instance certainly appears quite indefcnsiblcT and it is 
not a little remarkable that it formed a decided contrast to (heir 
characters ns displayed on former occasions. Cockhurn, in parti- 
cular, had distinguished himself by exploits of the most daring 
valour, and was considered one of tho best otliccra in tho service; 
hut the qualities which had fitted him for a secondary part proved 
insufficient to guide his judgment in (his higher and more arduous 
station. The treaty was immediately annulled, ns having been 
concluded without sufficient authority, and tho arrival of Colonel 
Leslie with his detachment was alone wailed for in order to com- 
mence offensive operations. This officer, however, had not made 
tho despatch which was expected. IHs march being hai'asscd by 
some of tho Bajpoot chiefs, he absurdly allowed himself to bo 
drawn into several petty contests, and in tho course of five months 
had not proceeded above a hundred and twenty miles. ]Mr. 
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llnrllcy covered Ins opemlions, spreading liis force over a great 
part of the Concan, •\vlicncc he drew both supplies and revenue. 
This c.ampaign was very successful; Uasscin surrendered on the 
11th December, while Hartley, taking a judicious position, com- 
jdctcly repulsed the whole combined force of the Jlahrattas, which 
attempted to overwhelm him. Thtis the Ihiglish nflairs were 
beginning to nssujuc a prospcroiis aspect, when Goddard was 
apjwizcd of an intention on the jmrt of government to open an 
immediate negotiation. He was directed, therefore, to hold him- 
self in readiness to co.nsc hostilities as soon ns intelligence should 
bo received from Poouah of a corresponding disposition. This 
resolution was connected with certain ovents of the war in the 
south of India related in a former chapter. Hyder, having formed 
an alliance with the Nizam and the Mnhmttas, had made a terrible 
irruption into the Carnatic, and wa.s threatening the very existence 
of the Hritish establishment at Madras. Under these circum- 
stances, it was determined to make sacrifices to a great extent, in 
order to detach the court of Poonah from this formidable confe- 
deracy. The treaty, however, proceeded slowly, csipecinlly after 
tidings had arrived of the catastrophe that had befallen Colonel 
H.aiilic’s detachment. In these discouraging circumstances Gene- 
ral Goddard conceived that an advance with his army beyond the 
Ghauts, and the placing it in such a position ns to menace the 
Mahratta capital, might produce a favourable cficct. Accordingly, 
with about COOO men ho succeeded in penetrating the barrier of 
hills. Nana I'urnavcse, however, still refused to separate from 
his ally; and the general was so harassed by attacks on his rear, 
by Ihaving his convoys intercepted, and by seeing the countrj' laid 
waste around him, that ho felt at length the necessity of retreating 
to Bombay. In this march he was assailed by tlie enemy with 
so much fury, th.at although he reached the coast without dis- 
lionour, he sustained a loss more severe than had been incuiTcd in 
the campaign which terminated in the convention of Worgaom. 

Mr, Hastings, meantime, attempted to influence the war by 
militarj' movements from Bengal, directed towards the very heart 
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general peace was signed at Salbye, on terms as favourable as the 
chequered events of the war could give room to expect. The 
limits of the respective temtories were fixed nearly on the same 
footing as by the treaty of Poorundur ; and a monthly pension of 
25,000 inipees was assigned to Ragoha. Thus closed the first 
Mahratta war, by which our countrymen, it must be confessed, 
had earned very little either of glory or advantage. 

From this time the relations of that people with our goveni- 
ment were for many years those of amity and alliance ; a union 
which was produced by a common dread of the exorbitant power 
and pretensions of the house of Mysore. We have seen them 
joined with the British in successive leagues, and affording a 
tumultuary aid in the contests which brought to an end the power 
of Tippoo. The history of the confederation, however, was re- 
markably distinguished by the rise of Scindia to a pre-eminence 
which made him decidedly superior to all its other leaders. His 
territoiy being contiguous to the southern states and to the frag- 
ments of the Mogul empire, he added to it successively these 
different possessions. On tiie east he subdued Bundelcund ; on 
the west he rendered tributary the warlike princes of Eajppo- 
tana ; and at length, amid the dissensions of the imperial court, 
Shah Allum, who still retained the name, revered even in its 
downfal, of Mogul emperor, placed himself under his protection. 
In this manner that chief became master of Agra, Delhi, and the 
surrounding territories ; while he exercised all that now remained 
of imperial power. He was so elated by these successes, that he 
ventured upon a demand of chout, or tribute, from the government 
of Bengal; a claim which Mr. Macpherson, then governor, repelled 
with the highest indignation, and insisted upon its formal renun- 
ciation. 

Scindia’s elevated position was in other respects precarious and 
difficult. Labouring under an extreme deficiency of funds, he 
was obliged to levy exorbitant contributions from the Bajpoot 
chiefs. That proud race rose in insurrection, and were joined by 
Mohammed Beg and Gholaum Eadir, to whom, as well as to the 
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of India. Captain Popliam, with 2400 men, crossed the Jumna, 
and attacked the fort of Lahar ; hut finding it much stronger than 
was expected, and labouring under the want of a battering-train, he 
could effect only a very imperfect breach. He determined, however, 
to storm it ; and, though both the officers who led the assault fell,’ 
the troops followed with such intrepidity that the place was carried 
with the loss of 125 men. But the most brilliant exploit was that 
against Gwalior, a stronghold repeatedly mentioned as being con- 
sidered in Hindostan Proper tbe most formidable bulwark of the 
empire, though it could not rank with the impregnable hill-forts 
of the south and west. After two months of observation and con- 
trivance, on the 3d August 1780 a party was employed to make 
a night-assault. They mounted the scarped rock by a regular 
escalade, then ran up the steep face of the hill, and by ladders of 
rope ascended the inner wall, thirty feet high, when they found 
themselves within the place ; and though some of the men gave 
the alarm by firing prematurely, they nevertheless stood their 
ground. The garrison were panic-struck ; and the sun had 
scarcely risen when the British, with almost no resistance, became 
masters of this celebrated fortress. 

In pursuance of the same system, Mr. Hastings sent Colonel 
Camac to carry the war into the territories of Scindia. He pene- 
trated without difficulty into Malwa ; but the Mahratta chief then 
hastened to oppose the invasion, and by the rapid manoeuvres of 
his numerous cavalry, soon reduced the British to great distress ; 
keeping up an incessant cannonade doling the long period of 
seven days. The colonel, however, by remaining for some time 
inactive, lulled tbe suspicions of tbe enemy, then suddenly burst 
by night into his camp, and defeated him with great loss. This 
success, although he was not able to follow it up, raised consider- 
ably the reputation of the English, who also succeeded, by a large 
sum of money, in detaching Moodajee Bhbnslay, rajah of Berar, 
from the other Mahratta leaders. Thus, after various transactions, 
a separate convention was first concluded with Scindia on the 
13th October 1781 ; and finally, on the 7th May following, a 
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Having thus rendered himself the most powerful among the 
Slahratta princes, Scindia’s next object was to acquire a prepon- 
derance at the court of Poonah. He proceeded thither with the 
professed purpose of confemng on the Peishwa the dignity of 
Vakeel-i-Mootluq, or supreme deputy, which he had caused the 
Mogul to bestow ; a most unwelcome visit, which Nana Furna- 
vese sought in vain to decline. He arrived at length, and was 
received with every mark of outward respect. The Peishwa, 
amid great state, was invested with this new title, whieh was con- 
sidered an addition to the splendour even of his rank ; while the 
gallant warrior, being appointed his perpetual deputy,- with the 
right of nominating a successor, acquired all the real power 
attached to the function. Besides dazzling the eye of the youth- 
ful prince by the pomp of this ceremony, he gained his favour by 
inviting him to 6e1d>sports and other' amusements, from which 
he- had been in a considerable degree withheld by the austere 
maxims of the aged Bramin, his minister., In' short, Scindia 
seemed about to supplant Fumavese as the arbiter of the Mahratta 
state, when he was seized with a violent illness, which terminated 
his life on the 12th February 1794. 

Mahadajee Scindia, who had been the chief instrument in rais- 
ing his house to be the first in Hindostan, was a person of very 
great activity and address, long experience, and of so much prin- 
ciple as to be supposed incapable of committing any very enoimous 
crime, — a praise which cannot often be bestowed on the great men 
of India. His death at -the present moment, when a danger of 
the greatest magnitude impended over the state, may probably be 
considered as the main 'cause of the ultimate decline of the Mah- 
ratta power. Dying without issue, he adopted as his successor, 
not the nearest heir, but Dowlut Bao, his nephew, the son of his 
youngest brother; a youth not more than fifteen years of age, 
who, though possessed of talents and entei’prise, was without that 
knowledge which would have been necessary to guide him through 
the difficult circumstances in which he was soon placed. 

Nana Furnavese, on the death of his rival, seemed again re- 
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emperor himself, the domination of the Mahratta ruler had become 
odious. In an invasion of Bajpootana, he was completely de- 
feated, and though the feudal hands of that country, as usual after 
a victory, dispersed and went to their homes, he was no longer 
able to resist the power even of the Moslem princes. He was 
again worsted, and reduced to the greatest extremity, when he 
entreated, though with little success, that Nana Fumavese would 
forget all grounds of quarrel and jealousy, and aid him in the 
general cause of the Mahratta confederation. He was extricated 
by the savage violence of Gholaum Eadir himself, who, ha^'ing 
obtained possession of Delhi and of the emperor’s person, treated 
him, his family, and adherents, with the most wanton barbaritj'. 
With his own hand he used the point of a dagger to put out Shah 
Allum’s eyes ; and committed other cruelties which rendered him 
the object of general horror and disgust. At length his oum as- 
sociate, Ismael Beg (who had succeeded to Mohammed), went over 
to Scindia, who also at length obtained a reinforcement from 
Poonah. By this means he was enabled to enter Delhi, and pur- 
sue Kadir, who was taken and put to death; and having thus 
regained almost the entire plenitude of bis dominion, the Mahratta 
chief sought to strengthen his military power by means not re- 
sorted to by any of his predecessors. He enlisted into his army 
the various warlike races in the north of India, — the valiant Raj- 
poot horsemen, the Goseins, a religious sect, whose tenets did not 
prevent them from taking arms, and even Mohammedan soldiers 
who had been thrown out of the Mogul service. But the force on 
which he chiefly relied was a corps of regular infantry, organized and 
disciplined in the European manner by a French adventurer named 
De Boigne. This body, at first consisfing only of two battalions, 
had been rapidly augmented, till it amounted to three brigades, each 
comprising 5600 infantry, 500 cavalry, and forty pieces of cannon. 
He had besides a separate train of artillery, and was supported 
by a mass of irregular foot. A considerable territory was assigned 
for the support of this corps ; which included oflScers of all nations, 
among whom was a considerable proportion of English. 
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deavourcd to exercise his own authority, and Nana, Scindia, Pur- 
scram Bhow, and other ehiefs, who sought to administer it in his 
name. These individuals appear in the eonfnsed scene one day 
ruiitcd in close alliance, the next plotting one another’s destruction. 
.Wo shall not now follow the thread of these intricate transactions, 
nor encumber our pages with the uncouth names of humbler indi- 
viduals who, amid the general confusion, contrived to thrust them- 
selves into notice. Some attempts were even made to employ as 
an instrument the longrimprisoned rajah, whose title was still dear 
to the Msihratta people. Nana Pnrnavese, after passing through 
various fortunes, and being reduced to the greatest distress, was 
restored to some share of his former power, but died soon after- 
wards, Ictiving the reputation of one of the ablest and most skilful 
politicians that India had ever produced ; and there remained no 
individual possessed of those comprehensive and statesman-like 
views, which were soon much wanted to direct the aflairs of, the 
confederation. 

Even before the death of Furnavese, the court of Poohah had 
been placed for some time in a critical situation. It was united in 
a triple alliance with Britain and the Nizam, against the power 
and pretensions of the house of klysorc, and had repeatedly co-- 
operated, though in an irregular and imsatisfactoiy manner, with 
the English in their wars with that dynasty. Lord Cornwallis, 
though he had much reason to complain of the conduct of their 
army, so far from expressing any anger, granted to them a third, 
or equal share with the Company and the Nizam, of the ceded 
lands; and Marquis Wellesley afterwards, when he entered upon 
the last and decisive contest with Tipjpoo, called upon the klahratta 
government to fulfil the stipulations of this alliance. By that time, 
however, they had begun to cherish a deep and not ill-grounded 
jealousy re.specting the rapid progress of the British power; and 
although they chose to temporize, their wishes were now com- 
plctel}' in favour of Mysore. Nana strongly shared this feeling; 
nevertheless he decidedly objected to any measure which might 
commit the state in a war with so formidable a nation. But 
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placed in the supreme direction of affairs; but the very eagerness 
with which he clung to power soon involved him in a deeper cala- 
mity. "While he kept Madoo Rao, the Peishwa, in very strict 
tutelage, he held also in close confinement Bajcc Kao, the son of 
Eagoha, who, on approaching manhood, displayed high accom- 
plishments and engaging manners, which rendered him an object 
of general interest. This was particularly felt by his cousin, 
Madoo Bao. An epistolary communication was opened, and a 
romantic friendship formed by these two young men, who stood in 
a position of such deadly rivalry. In their correspondence they 
were wont to anticipate the moment when, delivered from their 
present thraldom, they might form a personal intimacy, and emu- 
late the great actions of their ancestors. This innocent exchange 
of sentiment, being discovered by Nana, excited his most violent 
rage. He increased the rigour of Bajee’s confinement, and, at the 
same time, loaded Madoo with the severest reproaches. The high- 
spirited youth, in a paroxysm of grief and indignation, threw him- 
self from a terrace in the palace, and died in two days. This was 
a most disastrous event to Fumavese; for Bajee, whom he had 
done so much to make his enemy, was, in fact, the legitimate heir. 
The minister attempted at first to parry this fatal circumstance, 
and proposed that the widow of the deceased prince, though she 
had not reached the age of womanhood, should adopt a son, whom 
he might establish as Peishwa, and in his name conduct the 
government. He found this measure, however, to be quite repug- 
nant to public feeling; and learning that Scindia had declared in 
favour of the imprisoned youth, endeavoured to make the best of 
his situation by employing his influence in raising the latter to 
the vacant dignity. Bajee Rao, on this intention being announced 
to him, was so much surprised, that ho obliged the messenger to 
take hold of a cow’s tail, and swear by the holy waters of the 
Godavery that no stratagem was intended. He then repaired to 
Poonah, and was placed on the musnud. The reconciliation, how- 
ever, could not be durable. The court from this time became a 
complete chaos of political intrigue, between the Peishwa, who en- 
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measure Ins strength with any rival, however mighty. Yet these 
turbulent elements continued for some time to ferment without pro* 
ducing an actual explosion; and hence more than three years 
elapsed from the conquest of Mysore, before the expected crisis 
an-ived. Marquis Wellesley was even preparing to retum to 
Eui'opo in January 1803, when tlie unexpected intelligence induced, 
him to I'cmain. The convulsion which he had long waited for 
occurred on a greater scale, and in a form more favourable to his 
views than he had ever anticipated. 

The rival houses of Sciiidia and Holkar, after recently emerging 
from the lowest obscurity, had for some time ranked nearly equal; 
hut after the former had once risen to greatness, his family ac- 
quired a very decided preponderance. The power of the Holkars, 
however, revived under an illegitimate branch, Jeswunt Kao, who 
by boldness, enterprise, and a peculiar talent for predatory warfare, 
soon raised himself, notwithstanding the stain on his birth, to be 
the head of his house, and the leader of all who fought under its 
banners. Dissensions soon arose between him and Scindia, whose 
territory he did not spare in the course of his ravages. After 
various movements, the two armies engaged near Indore, Holkar’s 
capital, when that chief was completely routed, with the loss of 
ninety-eight pieces of cannon; and his power was supposed to be 
so completely entsbed, that the other very impnidentl}' neglected 
any farther pursuit. No force is so easily or so rapidly recruited 
as that, of the Mahrattas, The vanquished leader, having under- 
taken some inroads into the surrounding territories, soon rallied 
round him all the bold youths who delighted in plunder and ad- 
venture; large bands even from the ranks of his adversary, tired 
of an inactive life, flocked to his camp. In short, he soon found 
himself in a condition to march upon Foonah. Scindia and the 
Peishwa united their forces to oppose him; and there ensued in 
the vicinity of that city one of the most obstinate battles recorded 
in the annals of Indian warfare. Holkar fought with the utmost 
desperation, and led his men to successive charges with such fury, 
that the enemy were completely broken, and fled in every direc- 
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Scindia and the Peishwa, those young and ardent spirits/ embraced 
with enthusiasm the cause of the sultan; a fact which was prored 
by a correspondence found at Seringapatam, breathing unequivo- 
cal hostility, and leaving no doubt, that had fortune favoured the 
son of Hyder, he would at once have been joined by these chiefs. 
They were aiTested, however, by the intelligence of the fall of that 
capital, the death of its ruler, and thedownfal of his formidable 
dynasty. • Then, indeed, every effort was made to excuse their in- 
activity as allies, and to explain away every symptom of a hostile 
inteniaon. . 

Though the feilure on the part of the Mahrattas had been un- 
deniable, Marquis Wellesley declined showing any resentment; 
he even set apart for them a portion' of the sequestered territory. 
Sut he determined to avail himself of his present commanding 
position to establish if possible an effective control over this great 
and turbulent state. He tendered to them a share in the spoils of 
Mysore, coupled with the condition, that the Peishwa, on terms 
similar to those of a treaty just arranged with the Nizam, should 
receive a British subsidiary force, and cede a portion of territory, 
the clear revenue of which might be sufiScieht for their mainte- 
nance. But this proposal, after some months of delay and evasion, 
was decidedly rejected. It evidently appeared that his highness 
would never agree to any such measure, unless under the pressure 
of an irresistible necessity; and the governor-general, entertaining 
sanguine hopes that such a crisis might ere long occur, carefully 
watched his opportunity. He calculated, that the distractions in 
the Mahratta confederacy, as they must increase, could scarcely 
fail of compelling that prince to have recourse to British aid; for, 
though the nominal head of the other chieftains, and himself a man 
of spirit and ambition, he saw his power every day more and more 
controlled by the pretensions of those military adventurers. Scin- 
dia began to act as the real sovereign of Maharashtra, command- 
ing a force superior to that of his master, whom he evidently 
intended to treat as a mere state-pageant. Holkar, too, having 
assembled round him a vast predatory army, was not unwilling to 
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for Bassein, where he was met hy Colonel Close ; and at that 
place, on the 31st December 1802, was signed the celebrated 
treaty hy which the alliance was settled on a more extended 
basis. The.CoJnpsiuy not only engaged to furnish 6000 men, for 
the support of whom was assigned a territory yielding twenty-six 
lades of rupees ; they engaged, moreover, to bring forward all the 
force they could command, and which might be necessary to re- 
establish the Peishwa in his full rights as head of the Mahratta 
confederacy. 

In entering on the greatest war which England ever waged in 
India, and which was destined completely to establish her supre- 
macy over that region, it is impossible to refrain from some 
inquiry respecting the necessity and the wisdom of this eventful 
measure. Mr. hlill, in a very masterly discussion upon this sub- 
ject, argues, that the war arose out of the treaty of Bassein, which 
was manifestly the spontaneous act of the governor-general ; and 
that the Mahratta chiefs, engrossed by their own contests for 
power, had no immediate intention or wish to involve themselves 
in hostility with the British government. The object of each was 
to obtain possession of the Feishwa’s person, and to exercise in 
his name a general control over the whole state. But an arrange- 
ment which altogether udthdrew that ruler fi'om the control of all 
of them, and transferred to a foreign power the whole weight of 
his name and resources, besides humbling their national pidde, 
presented a common obstacle to the ambitious views of each chief, 
and was therefore to all an object of equal resentment. He goes 
on to maintain that the Company might have safely looked on, 
and seen the different leaders waste themselves in internal con- 
flicts, while, courted by each, they might have secured advantages 
to themselves, and held the balance between them. This part of 
the question, however, depends upon circumstances that are 
extremely complicated; and the ai’guments urged on the other 
side appear to be at least equally plausible. 

It has never been denied, that a power which sees its neigh- 
bours engaged in war may he justified in interfering, either from 
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tion. Colonel Close, the British Besident, while the engagement 
lasted, hoisted his flag, which was respected by both parties; and 
next day he was asked to visit the victorions generaL He found 
him in his tent, ankle-dcep in mud, wounded both with a spear 
and a sabre. He received the colonel with the utmost politeness, 
professed a cordial attachment to the English, and ejgiressed a 
wish that they would assist in adjusting his diflerences with 
iScindia and the Peishwa. 

The latter prince, however, had already entered into engage- 
ments with the British. On the first approach of the crisis which 
had now overwhelmed him, he began to make overtures for a sub- 
sidiarj’ force, though on the narrowest possible conditions. It 
w'as not even to enter the country, bnt to be posted on the fron- 
tier, ready to advance when circumstances might call for its ser- 
vices. His olgect evidently was, not to incur the odium and 
danger of introducing these powerful foreigners into his dominions, 
but by the mere dread of their approach to overawe the contend- 
• ing chiefs, and restore his own supremacy. The marquis was not, 
however, unwilling to close the arrangement, even under this 
jealous restriction ; hut the treaty for the maintenance of the corps 
was attended with great difficulties. An ample extent of territory 
was indeed offered, but being situated in Hindostan Proper, where 
the Peishwa had a mere nominal authority, it was really occupied 
by Scindia and Holkar, from whom it must be wrested by force 
of arms. The assignment was reqmred of a tract of country over 
which the English could hold command ; even money would be 
accepted, notmthstanding the uncertainties of obtaining payment. 
Thus the negotiation was spun out till the very day before the 
battle, when the prince, foreseeing that whoever prevailed be 
would be reduced to a state of vassalage, signed the compact- 
After Holkar's signal victory, he determined to throw himself 
entirely into the arms of the British. This intention he intimated 
from Singurh, to which he had fled, and was then incited to 
repair to the coast, where the arrangements could be conducted 
with security. Having repaired to Sevcnrdroog, he embarked 
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recruited his shattered forces, and till his rival, u^ho had retired 
beyond the Godavery, and seemed disinclined to take any decisive 
step, could he induced to join the confederacy. 

These hopes, though resting on plausible grounds, were not 
fulfilled. Scindia and Eaghojee felt such a hatred and dread of 
British power, as not only suspended the strongest feelings of 
enmity between themselves, but impelled them to make precipitate 
efforts against a treaty which appeared to render the Company 
supreme over Maharashtra. Yet the former, who, after his defeat, 
had retired to Burhanpoor, where he had reassembled a consider- 
able force, did not at first declare himself. Being invited to 
accede to the treaty of Bassein and to share its advantages, he 
expressed an intention to comply, only Avishing previously to cor- 
i-espond with, and obtain some explanations from the Peishwa. 
Afterwards he declined acceding, but declared he would do nothing 
to obstruct its execution. Alarm was naturally excited by his 
continuing posted at Burhanpoor, which could apparently have 
no other object but that of regaining his ascendency at Poonah ; 
wherefore Collins, stationed as Besident in his camp, again pressed 
upon him the acceptance of the treaty, though intimating that his 
refusal would not be considered as a ground of offence. In that 
case, however, it was expected he would prove the absence of any 
hostile intention, by immediately recrossing the Nerbudda, to the 
north of which his own dominions lay. He made friendly pro- 
fessions, but urged that his present position was necessary to 
watch and keep in check the movements of Eolkar. The Marquis 
afterwards intimated to the Besident, that if this should appear to 
be the case, he would accept any other unequivocal proof of pacific 
dispositions ; and he continued long to cherish the hope that this 
wariior would not venture any opposition without the concurrence 
of Holkar and the Bajah of Berar. He wrote both to him and the 
rajah, assuring them of being left secure and unmolested in the pos- 
session of their dominions ; at the same time, in allusion to certain 
unfavourable reports, he warned them, that all attempts on the part 
of any state or power to obstruct the execution of the treaty of Bas-^^ 
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generosity to defend tbe oppressed, or from policy, lest any one 
state, by conquering the others, should attain a dangerous ascen- 
dency. Bnt the conflicts of the Mahratta chiefs now bore much 
less the character of internal disturbance, than of regular war 
between independent princes. The common national tie served little 
more- than to inspire the design and hope of a general dominion, 
— ^the object which, it is dear, had kindled the ambition of the 
several aspirants. There was therefore, perhaps, a strong pro- 
bability that ere long some one of these leaders would gain the 
supremacy, and wield the entire resources of the Mahratta power. 
It seems impossible to deny that in such a case an able warrior 
might have become very formidable to Britain, both by the great 
extent of territory which he would have commanded, and by the 
success which might have been expected from disciplining his 
troops after the European manner. He would also have enjoyed 
the prospect of being aided by the French, while the English 
w'ould have had to dread the doubtful faith of the Nizam and other 
native princes whom they held in vassalage. 

The Marquis Wellesley, from his confidential correspondence 
recently published, evidently cherished sanguine hopes that the 
mere influence of this treaty, without any actual appeal to arms, 
w'ould have re-established tranquillity and a due balance of power 
in the Mahratta state. Scindia, it was hoped, after so overwhelm- 
ing a blow, would have been happy to co-operate with him and 
the Peishwa, under the ofiered pledge of regaining all ho had lost, 
and having its preservation guaranteed to him. Holkar’s resoiirccs 
wore considered too unsolid and ephemeral to make any stand 
against these three united powers. The only doubt respected 
Baghojee Bhonslay, who had become Bajah of Berar, and whose 
ancestor, as formerly mentioned, had oven laid claim to the rank 
of Peishwa. He had, however, been observed to attach himself 
so very decidedly to the successful party, that there appc.arcd 
little chance of his espousing a cause so desperate as that of Hol- 
kar. In fact, had these chiefs been guided by sound views of 
policy, they would have at least temporized till Scindia had 
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early in April retreated to Cliandorc, a place 130 miles to the 
northward of Poonah, — leaving Amrut Rao, whom he had invested 
with the dignity of Pcishwa, with only a small detachment in that 
capital. Sir Arthur then judged it unnecessary to lead his whole 
army to a place where it could not without much ditliculty procure 
suhsistcncc; hut being informed hj* Colonel Close that there was 
reason to apprehend Amrut Rao would set fire to the capital, 
where part of the family of the Pcishwa still resided, he formed a 
select corps of cav.alry, and advanced with such speed, tliat in 
thirty-two hours, on the 20th April, ho reached Poonah, which 
Amrut had hastily quitted without attempting any violence. Q’lie 
English power being thus established in the jtl.ahratia metropolis, 
the sovereign was escorted from Bombay by the detachment under 
Colonel Murray, .and i-csumcd his scat on the musnud amid the 
congratulations of the British and native armies. 

General Wellesley now paused till he could ascertain the dis- 
position of the other iMahratta chiefs. Though great difficulty 
was found in procuring supplies and the means of transport, no 
aid was derived from the Pcishwa, who was either unable, or, ns 
was strongly suspected, disinclined to command the cNcrtions of 
his subjects for this object. However, by his own activity and 
the assistance forwarded from Bombaj', the English lender was at 
length enabled to put his troops in marching condition. 

As the conduct of the native rulers became daily more suspi- 
cions, the governor-general, to avoid the delaj’s of communicating 
with Calcutta, invested his brother on the 2Gth June, not only 
with the supremo military command in the Mahratta territories, 
but with the decision of the question of peace or war. In the 
first capacity, indeed, ho was still inferior to Lord Lake and 
General Stuart; but the former was on an entirely different line 
of operations, and the latter, it was understood, would not inter- 
fere. Sir Arthur hereupon instructed Colonel Collins urgently to 
demand from Scindia an explanation of his present menacing 
attitude, and to solicit his retirement into the interior of his own 
dominions. That chief gave the most positive assurances of a 
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8oin, would place them in a state of hostility with Britain. The rajah 
replied, disclaiming any hostile views ; though a letter was at the 
same time communicated, which ho had written to a chief, Azim- 
ul-Omrah, expressing his desire to meet Scindia, and concert 
measures w'ith him for opposing the fuliilmcnt of the said treaty. 
Although this intention was denied, and amicahle professions con- 
tinued, yet the movements both of Scindia's army and that of 
Berar entirely corresponded to it. The governor-general there- 
fore determined to place all his armies in such positions ns might 
enable them to act with the utmost vigour, the moment it should 
be determined to strike the blow. General 'Wellesley from My- 
sore, Colonel Stevenson from the Nizam’s capital of ITydrabad, 
and some regiments under Colonel Murray from Bombtsy, had' 
been ordered to advance upon Poonnh, and after re-establishing 
the Pcishwa, to be ready if necessary to act against the turbulent 
Mahratta chiefs. Lord Lake, stationed with a large force at 
Cawnpore, on the Bengal frontier, had instiuctions, immediately 
on learning the commencement of hostilities, to advance. TTis 
objects were to conquer Scindia’s territories in Hindostan Proper, 
capture the Mogul capitals of Delhi and Agra, obtain possession 
of the emperor’s person, and open a friendly communication with 
the Rajpoot chiefs. At the same time, detachments w’crc to be 
sent against Cuttack, belonging to the Rajah of Berar, and from 
Bombay ag.ainst Baroach and the neighbouring coast of Guzerat. 
The success of these last expeditions w’ould render the Company 
masters of the whole circuit of the Indian coast, and cut off all 
connexion hctw’een their European and native enemies. 

On the 9th of March 1803, Major-General Wellesley marched 
from his position at Hurryhur, and on the 12th entered the 
Mahmtta territory. Colonel Stevenson, .at the same time, broke 
up from Hydrabad with the subsidiary force of about 8000 men, 
and 10,000 troops furnished by the Nizam. On the 15th April 
the two divisions united at Aklooss, about seventy miles south- 
east of Poonnh. Holk.ar, on licaring of the approach of the Eng- 
lish, determined not to involve himself in hostile proceedings, but. 
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excuses till tlio Slst, wlicn lie thronlcncd an immediate departure. 
He was then im-ited to the rajah’s tent, and a proposal was made 
that the allies should retire to Burhanpoor, fifty -eight miles in 
their rear, provided the English commander would withdraw his 
troops to their usual stations at Madras and Bombay. This 
arrangement, which would have left the Mahratta territory entirely 
at the disposal of the confedomtes, was at once rejected ; and they 
at length offered to march back to their respective capitals, pro- 
dded the British army should commence a retrograde movement 
on the very same day. This proposition was judged worthj' of 
being transmitted to the general. The letter, however, purporting 
to convey it, on being delivered, was found to contain no such offer, 
but merely the first and rejected proposition. The Besident then 
concluding that the solo object of the allies was to gain time, at 
once quitted the camp, and the war immediately commenced. 

Sir A. Wellesley was at the head of 7000 infantry, 1900 
cavalry, with 5400 native horse, independently of the corps of 
Colonel Stevenson, which coA'cred the Nizam’s frontier. He now 
with chanactcristic promptitude marched upon Ahmednugger, and 
on the 8th August 1803 summoned that fortress, which was con- 
sidered one of the bulwarks of the Deccan. On the first day the 
town w.'is stormed, and on the 10th a battery was opened against 
the fovt, which on the 12th was evacuated by the garrison. He 
then proceeded to the city of Aurangabad. Meantime, however, 
the confederates with their numerous cavalry had passed Colonel 
Stevenson, and appeared resolved to cross the Godavery and make 
a rapid mai'ch against Hydrabad, the capital of the Nizam. The 
British general, however, by a judicious movement, obliged them 
to return northwards; but as the fljing warfare, which they seemed 
inclined to pursue, would have been exceedingly harassing, he 
resolved to bring them, almost on any terms, to close combat. 
With this view', the two English corps marched separately, though 
at a short distance, along the two roads bj' which the enemy was 
expected to pass. 

The general had arranged that Stevenson and himself should 
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pacific disposition, and even of an intention to acquiesce in the 
treaty of Bassein; but as, in conjunction with the Rajsih of Berar, 
he still maintained his menadng posture, and was understood to 
he issuing orders to his officers to hold themselves in readiness to 
act on the shortest notice, it was judged farther necessary to 
require that he and the rajah should withdraw their troops to 
their ordinary stations in the centre of their respective territories, 
while a corresponding movement should be made on the pcirt of 
the British army. To this demand, Scindia replied, that he ex- 
pected in a few days to have an interview with the Rajah of 
Berar, when the Resident would be informed “ whether it should 
be peace or war.” This ambiguous expresltion, so strongly indi- 
cative of the latter alternative, induced the general to advance to 
Walkee, a strong post near Ahmednngger, whence he could with 
advantage commence military operations. 

On the 3d June, the rajah arrived, and had a meeting with 
Scindia, though the principal conference did not take place till the 
8th; and when the Resident, on the 12th, demanded to know the 
result, he was met only by delays and subterfuges. The two 
princes acknowledged themselves to be in some respects dissatis- 
fied with the treaty of Bassein, but declared that their troops 
were in their own territory, uithont any hostile intention. They 
admitted, however, that they were intending to march towards the 
Nizam’s dominions; and from this and other circumstances, the 
general formed the decided opinion that they were determined 
upon war, and were only desirons of waiting till their preparations 
should be completed, and the negotiation which they had opened 
w'ith Holkar brought to a conclusion. Every delay, in fact, was 
in their favour. Colonel Collins was therefore instructed to de- 
mand, in a peremptory' manner, that the Rajah of Berar should 
immediately retire to his capital of Nagpoor, and Scindia beyond 
the Nerbuddn, provided the state of the rivers permitted; if not, at 
least to Burhanpoor. These remonstrances, seconded by a letter 
from General Wellesley, procured for the colonel an audience on 
the 25th July; though he obtained nothing beyond shifts and 
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soon put down; and tlio whole Indian host was forlhwith in- 
volved in one promiscuous flight, leaving on the Add 1200 
dead, with 98 pieces of artillery. The loss of the conquerors 
was veiy severe, amounting to 409 killed and 1022 wounded. 
Much of this was occasioned b}- the mistake of an oflicer who led 
his corps direct against the formidable hattcrj' at the village of 
Assayc, instead of attacldng another quarter, which being carried 
would have caused that post to fall of itself. .Scindia's infltnlry 
fought better than Tippoo’s, and his ordnance was so Kuperior that 
it could be used by the British, while that taken in Mysore was 
found quite worthless. 

Such was the battle of Assayc, which established the fiuri'i of 
the greatest commander of the age. and fl5:ed the dominion of 
Britain over prostrate In^a. Yet his conduct on this oec.asio,o 
has been the subject of considerable centre ver?r, and jitr.ny rym. 
sidcr that he led on his troop? too daringly to an u;i<ypjal 
The rr.r.egyri*t? of the general, on the other hani argue, that he 
availed himself of this apparent dl.-.'.dvar;tage as the only fovli.eg 
'n.T''Tn which the cnerav coaid be indaeed to eng.c?e in regular 
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unite on the 24th September, and in concert attack the enemy; 
but as it was reported that their cavalry had begun to move, he 
pushed forward to reconnoitre, or to prevent their manoeuvre. His 
information, which in that hostile country was extremely imperfect, 
led him to suppose that they were posted at Sokerdun, twelve or 
fourteen miles distant; but after marching six miles, he discovered 
their whole force, consisting of 38,000 cavalry, above 18,000 
infantry, and about 100 pieces of artillery, drawn up on the plain 
of Assaye. He could not now retreat ^thout being pursued 
under a great disadvantage by their immensely superior body ot 
horse, and without greatly dispiriting his followers. He deter- 
mined, therefore, notwithstanding the vast disparity in the number 
of his troops, to lead them directly on to the attack. Far from 
being struck with any apprehension, they exultingly exclaimed, 
“They cannot escape us!" As they advanced, however, the 
enemy’s artiUeiy, the best organized part of their army, opened a 
most destructive fire, which greatly thinned their ranks. The 
general, being informed by one of the ofiScers in eommand that 
his guns could not be got forward, owing to the number of men 
and bullocks that were disabled, said, “ "Well, tell him to get on 
without them.” The British infantry continued to move forward 
in the face of this tremendous fire with a steady pace, and bore 
down all opposition. The Mahratta cavalry, meanwhile, on seeing 
the opposite ranks so much reduced, made a desperate attempt to 
break them; when they were encountered by a most gallant eharge 
of the English horse, which soon compelled them to join their foot 
in a rapid retreat. The victory seemed complete, when it was for 
a moment rendered doubtful owing to a very unexpected incident. 
By a stratagem not unexampled in the East, a considerable number 
of Indians had thro^vn themselves on the ground, and been passed 
as dead by the advancing troops; they now started up, seized some 
of the captured guns, and cominenecd a brisk fire from behind, 
under favour of which a few of the fleeing squadrons rjilHcd. Sir 
Arthur ‘Wellesley, however, with his usual presence of mind, 
detached several corps, by whom this alarming resurrection was 
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the assailants, till Captain Campbell (noAv Lieutenant-General Sir 
Colin), ■with a dctaelimcnt of light troops, carried it by escalade, 
and opened the gate to the i*cst of the army. 

Sir Arthur could now have advanced upon the rajah's capital, 
and completed the extinction of his power; but a vakeel had 
already arrived in his camp to solicit a conference preparatorj' to 
negotiation. This envoy endeavoured to prove that his master had 
never entertained any hostile intention ; and after some unprofit- 
able discussion on this question, asked the terms on which peace 
might now bo obtained. The British commander demanded the 
cession of the mai'itimc district of Cuttack, which was desirable for 
completing the Company’s dominion over the eastern coast ; also 
the surrender of a territory on the river Wurda, the authority 
over which had hitherto been inconveniently shared between the 
rajah and the nizam. Some further demands were made, but 
withdrawn ; and the arrangements, being hastened by the fall of 
Gawilghur, were completed on the IGth, and the treaty signed at 
Dcoghaun on the 17th December 1803. 

klcnntimc, the central regions of Hindostan were the theatre of 
events equally mcmor.ablc. Scindia’s force there consisted almost 
exclusively of the large corps fonned on the European model by 
Do Boigne, who, having returned to France, had, as wo have 
already stated, been succeeded by Perron. These troops were 
considered very formidable, consisting of 16,000 or 17,000 
regular infantry, from 15,000 to 20,000 cavalry, a largo body of 
irregulars, and a well-appointed train of artillery. General Lake, 
having been informed of the failure of the negotiation with their 
master, moved from Cawnpoor on the 7th August 1803; on the 
28th he passed the frontier, and next day found the whole of 
Perron’s horse in a strong position near Coel, a town in the Doah. 
Ho presently led his troops to the attack ; when the native army, 
deemed so efficient and well equipped, after a short random fire, 
retreated with such rapidity that the English could not overtake 
them. The next object was the fort of Alighur, the main dep6t of 
the enemy. It was a very strong place, surrounded with a good 
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undisciplined armies always follows defeat, it appears probable 
that tliis triumph, aebioved by such a disparity of numbers, pro- 
duced a moral effect greater than would Lave arisen from a much 
more decisive victory gained under ordinai'y circumstances. There 
is something extremely sensitive in the Indian mind, that is acted 
upon with extraordinary force by whatever is strange or unex- 
pected. Such displays of valour they never fail to exaggerate, 
attaching to them a mysterious cfficaey which partakes deeply of 
the supernatural. It Avas on the field of Assaye that the spirit of 
India was vanquished ; and Hindostan, after that fatal day, was 
viewed by its people as having passed into the hands of inAuncible 
conquerors. 

After this defeat Scindia proceeded to make separate overtures; 
but as they were presented at first through private and unac- 
credited channels, which ho might afterwards disown, no pro- 
ceeding could be founded upon them. The commnndcr-in-chicf 
directed Colonel Stevenson to reduce the great city of Burhanpoor 
and the adjoining fort of Asseerghur, which bore the reputation 
of being almost impregnable. Tlio town yielded Avilbout opposi- 
tion, and the fort after a surprisingly short resistance. The 
^lahratta chief then sued for peace in earnest, and the terms of 
an armistice AA’orc arranged for all his territories south of the 
Nerbudda. Tlio British general next led hia arry against Bcrar, 
and found the rajah Avilh his troops on tiic Plains of Argnom, 
AA'hcrc, contrarj' to the conA’cntion, ho aa’us still supported by a 
strong body of Scindia’s caA’aliy. He attacked them Avithout the 
slightest hesitation, and, after a contest less obstinate than at 
Assaye, gtiincd a complete victory, taking 36 pieces of artillery, 
and losing only 46 killed and 308 AA'oundcd. Siege Avas then laid 
to Gawilghur, one of those hill-forts Avhich are esteemed the bul- 
Avarks of India. It made a more A'igorous defence than any of 
the other strongholds, and severe labour aa'us required to plant tho 
cannon on its steep sides ; but in a very fcAV days a breach aa'os 
effected, and the outer AA’all Avas carried by stonn. Tlioro remained 
still an inner rampart, AA'hich for some time defeated the efforts of 
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ruisjiidpd, r.*- w*11 ti'' lltfir ^\!)idp St.iin of arJilkyj*. 

’I'lt!* I'rlls-li j;*’iir.r,il otjU-rfd Delhi wljiirii:? rr’‘?«;aj;e,-, l^^. 
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iScindia f>ir hi** •■■nji|)orl were cxm'diii;:ly ^^allty. The l-hi;;;H’li 
did not indeed rcitlore any shadow of Ids former jmwer; .••til! tlmy 
niaintaincd him in comfort, and with coiim reM'inldanco of the 
jHmip hy which the MoriiI throne had lu'cn anciently !*tin-oiiiidi-d. 
In return, they obtained for all their niea-ure.'* the sanelion of a 
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glacis, and a broad and deep ditch always filled with water. It 
would hare been unassailable bad the entrance been confined to 
a drawbridge ; but a terrace had been imprudently formed for that 
purpose, over which Lake concluded his troops might force a pas- 
sage. Colonel Monson, who led the sforming-party, soon pene- 
trated across the mound and over the breastwork ; but the wall 
was so strongly guarded by spearmen, that he could not attempt 
csc.'ilade. A twclrc-pounder was brought forward to burst open 
the gate; but before it could be pointed the soldiers remained 
exposed to a most galling fire, which severely wounded and dis- 
abled their leader himself. Major M‘Leod succeeded to the com- 
mand ; and, after the finst gate had been forced open, pushed his 
way through a long and intricate passage and two successive gate- 
ways to a fourth, ag.ainst which, however, the gun was em 2 )loycd 
without effect. The situation of the assailants would now luave 
been serious, had not the major succeeded in forcing the wicket, , 
and thus opening nn entrance to his countrymen, who soon become 
masters of the place. 

It being understood that Perron was discontented with the ser- 
vice of Scindi.*!, Lord Lake was authorized to m.’ikc largo offers 
on condition of his coming over to the English, and bringing his 
troops with him. In fact, a letter was received from him on the 
7th September, requesting to be allowed to repair with his family, 
sen'ants, and property, in safety to Lucknow, but without express- 
ing any disposition to detach his army from their allegiance. Ilis 
request was readily granted j and ho afterwards stated his deser- 
tion to have been occasioned by the appointment of another oiBcer 
to supersede him in the coramtind. 

After the (aipturc of Alighur, Lake marched directly upon Delhi, 
the imperial capital, and the residence of him who still cnjoj'cd 
the rank and title of Great Jlogul. lie had .advanced within view 
of its walls, when ho discovered the army, organized under French 
command, drawn up in a strong position to defend its approaches. 
Though he had only 4/500 men to oppose 1 9,000, yet ho deter- 
mined to give battle without delay ; but ns the enemy could not 
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gained some advantages, when they suflered so severely by the 
fire from a number of well-served guns, that it Avas judged neces- 
sary to withdraw them, and wait till the infantrj' should come up. 
That force accordingly advanced ; hut the 7Gth regiment and a 
few companies of sepoys, having arrived earlier than the others, 
were exposed to so destructive a fire, that the general deemed it 
hisAAnscst as well as safest plan to lead singly to the charge “this 
handful of heroes.” They accordingly carried all before them, 
though with severe loss; and when the Mahratta caA'alry at- 
. tempted to break their thinned ranks, the British horse trium- 
phantly i-opelled the charge. The remainder of the foot soon 
. appeared, and, after a desperate stand, the enemy, for the most 
part, were cither destroyed or made prisoners. In short, by this 
brilliant success, the entire army, formed and disciplined under 
Scindia by British officers, and considered the finest possessed by 
any native power, aams completely annihilated. 

Besides these achievements, the expeditions detached under 
Colonel “Woodington into Guzerat, under Colonel Ilarcourt into 
Cuttack,’ and under Colonel Poaa’cII into Bundclcund, were all 
conducted with the roost favourable results ; though we have al- 
ready hinted our doubts Avhether these troops might not have been 
more advantageously employed in strengthening the armies in the 
principal scat of Avar, and rendering the success there more prompt 
and dccisiA'c. 

Scindia, thus vanquished at CA'ery point, deserted by the Bnjah 
of Berar, and seeing his finest IcA’ics destroyed, felt the necessity 
of relinquishing those expedients by AA'hich, till now, he had hoped 
to aA'crt the necessity of a humiliating peace. On the 80th De- 
cember 1803, a treaty was signed in General Wellesley’s camp, 
by which he ceded the Doab, or ten-itory between the Ganges 
and the Jumna, with considerable provinces beyond the latter 
river; suirendering thereby to the British dominion Delhi and 
Agra, the two capitals of the Great Mogul, and with them the 
person of the nominal emperor. He sacrificed also Baroach, AA'ith 
the rest of his maritime territory in Guzerat ; while on the south 
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name still venerated tliroughout the empire ; in fact, they wore 
thus virlnally seated on the throne of India. 

The conquerors now marched upon Agra, the rival capital, which 
still possessed the advantage of heing defended hy a strong fort, 
occupied by a large body of troops. Anarchy, however, prevailed 
in the garrison, and the officers, being chiefly of English extraction, 
had become objects of suspicion, and were thrown into conflnement. 
At the same time seven battalions of Scindia’s army, having been 
denied admittance, lest the}* should claim a share of the riches it 
contained, still kept their post in the tOTO and principal ino-squc. 
It was considered necessary to begin by dislodging them, which 
was effected, though not without an obstinate resistance ; and the 
soldiers, to the amount of 2500, immediately transferred their 
services to the victors. The Alnliratta leaders meanwhile resolved 
to propose a treaty of surrender ; but as the time for its ratification 
approached, they suddenly recommenced firing. Tho trenches 
were forthwith opened, and a breach being effeeted on the 17fh 
October 1803, tho enemy capitulated the same evening, stipulating 
only for the safety of their persons and px-ivate property. Tho 
frea-sure found here, amounting to no less than £280,000, was 
divided among tho troops as prize-money. 

There remained still in the field a corps composed of troops 
detached from the Deccan, reinforced by fugitives from tho dif- 
ferent armies. General Lake hastened in pursuit of this force j 
and, considering it only as a collection of runaways deserted by 
their officers, little apprehended that ho was about to encounter 
tho mo.st obstinate resistance he had sustained during the whole 
campaign. This body, consisting of 9000 foot, 5000 horse, and 
a numerous train of artillery, were rapidly retreating, when, on 
the l.st November, ho overtook them with his cavalry alone, and 
determined, by an immediate attack, to prevent their escape, Tho 
enemy, however, having their motions cnnccaled by a cloud of 
dust, speedily threw themselves into an advantageous position at 
Laswnrrig, which they strengthened by cutting tho cnibankinent 
of a reservoir in their front. The dragoons were led on, and had 
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innincd still independent, to unite against llic English ns a com- 
mon enemy. 

The governor-general, in coining to the resolution of opening 
the campaign against Ilollcar, considered it necessary not merely 
to reduce and limit, but nltogctlicr to extirpate n power whose 
existence seemed incoinpatiblc with the repose and security of nil 
the other states. To displa}*, however, the disinterested views of 
the Company, it was determined not to retain any part of the 
conquered territory, but to distribute it among those chiefs who 
adhered even formallj* to her alliance. Scindia Wtis to receive 
the largest share, provided ho gave cordial aid in overthrowing 
the pretensions of his rival. 

Holkar, however, was bj' no means a contemptible adversary. 
His cavalry, swelled by the wreck of the other defeated armies, 
and by numerous adventurers, amounted to 60,000, to which 
were added- 15,000 well-disciplined infantry and 192 pieces of 
artillery. General Wellesley was uiuablc to advance in conse- 
quence of a famine which prevailed in the Deccan ; and Lake, 
after reducing the fort of It.nmpoora, left Colonel Monson, with 
five battalions and 3000 horsemen, to watch the enemy’s move- 
ments. The prudence of this arrangement may be questioned. 
Holkar, who was a second Hyder for desultory warfare, succeeded 
in bringing his wholo force to net against this single detachment: 
yet it has been supposed, that, had Monson promptly led his men 
to the charge, he might have encountered with success the large 
undisciplined host opposed to him. But ho resolved upon retreat, 
a movement always disastrous before Mahratta forces, which of 
all others are the most napid and vindictive pursuers. Everj’- 
thing, besides, combined to render his march unfortunate; the 
swelling of the rivers, the inundated and swampy plains, the 
scarcity of provisions, the desertion or hostility of the native 
troops, among whom was a strong party belonging to Scindia. 
These last, in the hour of distress, turned their arras against tho 
British, whom they had undertaken to assist. The detachment, 
indeed, did not forfeit their honour, having triumphantly repulsed 
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he yielded Ahmednugger to the Peishwa, and some extensive dis- 
tricts to the Nizam. But he regained the other places conquered 
from him in the course of the war. Finally, pressing offers were 
made to him of a treat}* on the same terms as that concluded with 
the Pcishwa, by which he should admit into his territory a sub- 
sidiary force that would relieve him to a great extent from the 
cares of government ; but this courtesy was for the present posi- 
tively declined. 

Meantime Holhar, while witnessing the downfal of the other 
members of the Mahratta confederacy, had maintained a veiy un- 
certain and equivocal position. At first ho gave them ground to 
suppose that he would join their league ; but on the actual com- 
mencement of hostilities he remained inactive, and seemed to watch 
the opportunity when the other powers should have exhausted 
themselves by mutual conflict, to throw himself in and secure a 
preponderance. He was struck with consternation at the victori- 
ous eircer of the English, who proceeded with such rapid steps, that 
before ho could come to any decision they had completely realized 
their object. He seems then to have shown some disposition to 
mke advantage of the reduced state of Scindia, and to strengthen 
himself at his c.\pcnsc. That prince at least was so much alarmed, 
that he accepted the oScr made by the Company of a subsidiary 
force of GOOD men, to bo stationed, however, only on his frontier, 
while their maintenance was to be defrayed out of the districts 
already ceded. Ilolkar, seeing himself thus completely hemmed 
in, and all his schemes of conquest about to be checked by the 
British, seems to have hastily determined to plunge into a contest 
with them. He threatened the territory of their ally the Itnjnli 
of .Tycnagur; ho made extravagant and even insulting demands; 
and in a letter to .Sir A. ‘Wellesley, he s.aid, “ Countries of many 
hundred coss shall be overrun and plundered ; Lord Lake shall 
not have leisure to breathe for a moment ; and calamities will fall 
on lacks of human beings in continual war by the attacks of my 
anny, which overwhelms like the waves of the sea." At the same 
time he earnestly invited Scindia, and the other princes who ro- 
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gallant officer, received n wound that obliged him to quit the field, 
and afterwards proved mortal; the victory was completed hy 
Colonel Monson. This action, like that of Assayc, was distin- 
guished hy a sti'atagcm on the part of the Indian cavalry. 
"Wheeling round and recovering several of the first lino of guns, 
they turned them on the English rear ; hut they were soon chased 
oft’ the field hy twenty-eight men of the 7Gth, headed hy Captain 
I^orford, who, however, lost his life in the performance of this 
meinorahle exploit At length the cncmj’ were driven to the 
walls of the fort, with the loss of the greater part of their artillery, 
among which ^louson recognised a portion of that lost during liis 
late unfortunate retreat. 

Meantime the gallant Lake was in hot pursuit of the Mahralta 
chie^ following him at the rate of twenty-three miles a-day ; and 
at length, hy marching fifty-three miles in twenty-four hours, he 
came up with him on the 17th Novemher, encamped under the 
walls of Furruokahad. The Indian horse, which never could 
stand a charge in the field, were routed, 3000 cut to pieces, and 
the rest saved only hy the rapidity of their flight. Holkar then 
proceeded towards Dccg to join the I’cmnins of his infantry ; and 
the British general arriving at that fortress on the Ist Decemher, 
determined immediately to undertake the siege. Ten days, how- 
ever, elapsed hcforc the haltering-train could ho brought from 
Agra, and thirteen days more before a breach could be cft'ectcd in 
a detached work which commanded the approach. It was then 
carried hy storm on the night of the 23d, and the enemy were so 
struck hy the daring intrepidity of the assailants, that, in tho 
course of tho two following days, they evacuated both tho town 
and fort, and retreated towards Bhurtpore. 

Holkar was now about to sustain a complete reverse of fortune. 
While the strength of his army was broken hy recent defeats, his 
dominions, whence he might have drawn reernits and resources, 
had fallen into the enemy’s possession. Colonel Wallace from 
the Deccan had reduced Chandoro and the other strongholds in 
that quarter, Avhile Colonel Muri’ay from Guzerat, having overrun 
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every ntlnck; but they lost nil their artillery and baggage; many 
of the sick, the cxbansted, and the wounded, were left behind, and 
cut to pieces ; and when, on the Slst August 1804, the}’ reached 
Agra, most of the regiments were in a slate of total disorgani- 
zation. 

Holkar advanced upon jMuttm and took possession of it; but 
General Lake now proceeded with the utmost expedition from 
Cawnpoor, and having assembled his forces at Sccundra, marched 
against tho ^fahratta army, which at once relinquished its posi- 
tion. The Indian chief, however, contrived, by nlfernntcly ad- 
vancing and rcti'cnting with his cavalry, to occupy the attention 
of the Hritish commander ; while his infantry, by a rapid move- 
ment, succeeded in reaching Delhi, which they immediately 
invested on the 8th October. Tho city, fen miles in circum- 
ference, with a ruinous wall, was guarded only by a small body 
of sepoys. Lieutenant-Colonels Ochtcrlony and Burn, however, 
led on these troops with such spirit and judgment, that all tho 
enemy's attacks were repulsed, and after seven days of persevering 
eftbrts, they were obliged to raise the siege. 

Lake, on receiving intelligence of tho danger of Delhi, hastened 
to that capital, which ho reached on tho 17th October. Learning 
there that llolkar with his c-avalry had begun a course of devasta- 
tion along the Doiab, he set out in pursuit of him. lie sent at 
the siuno lime his infantry', under General Fraser, to attack that 
of tho enemy now stationed at Deeg, a strong fort belonging to 
the R.njah of Ilhurlporc, who, on seeing tho scale of fortune turn 
against the h^nglish, had cnjbraccd tho opposite interest. Fraser 
found them on the 1 8th, skilfully' intrenched under the stronghold 
just named, their front covered by a morass, and their left by a 
fortified village. The battle which followed was a repetition of 
the usual scene ; the English rushing on in the face of a destruc- 
tive cannonade, and sufl'crlng severely' till they came to close 
fjiiarters, then charging with the bayonet, and carrying all before! 
tiieni. Here there were successive lines of gtins, which it was 
i3ccc.-5ary to capture by repeated assatdls. 'flic general, a very 
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bitterly reproached by General Lake for having thus caused the 
failure of the assault, they were overpowered with shame, and 
entreated to be led to a last attack, in which they displayed a 
desperate but useless valour. 

It was now nccessaiy to intermit the operations of the siege in 
order to repair the losses sustained, and to bring forward more 
adequate means of attack. The rajah, however, apprehensive of 
the final issue, and seeing that certain ruin must accompany the 
fall of his capital, made very advantageous overtui’es, including 
the payment of twenty lacks of rupees as the price of peace; 
while, on the other hand, the situation of affairs was such as 
induced the English general, on the 10th April, to embrace the 
conditions; and even to promise, in case of a steady adherence to 
treaty, the restoration of the fortress of Deeg. ' ’ 

Holkar, during the siege, had made several exertions to inter-, 
mpt or retard it by movements with his cavalry. He partly suc- 
ceeded ; but a large body of his men under Ameer Khan was 
entirely defeated, and some smaller detachments suffered so 
severely, that at length they fled at the mere sight of their anta- 
gonists. This chief, therefore, after being deserted by the Rajah 
of Bhurtpore, was reduced almost to the condition of a fugitive ; 
and his situation seemed altogether desperate, when relief came 
from an unexpected quarter. 

Scindia, who had been strongly affected on witnessing the com- 
mencement of the war by Holkar, and the brilliant successes with 
which he had opened the campaign, evidently cherished the idea 
of seizing this opportunity to retrieve his own fortunes ; but the 
indecisive character of Indian councils caused him to advance 
towards his object only by tardy and circuitous steps. He began 
by raising his demands upon the British ; he marched his troops 
towards their frontier, and when remonstrated with, delayed upon 
various pretexts to withdraw them. At length, when Holkar, 
after the peace made by the Bhurtpore rajah, was retreating in a 
shattered and reduced condition, he received him into his camp ; 
having already committed the almost unprecedented outrage of 
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nearlv the whole of Jlalwa, and entered Indore the capital, was 
already preparing to intercept his retreat. The only point of 
resistance was Bhurtporc, the rajah of which still adhered to liis 
alliance ; and the reduction of that city was therefore considered 
necessary to complete the triumph over this turbulent chieftain. 
At first sight, the place did not present a very formidable aspect 
to an army before which many of the mightiest bulwarks of India 
liad fallen. It was encircled b}* none of those rugged steeps 
which guarded the approach to Gwalior and Asseerghur. The 
only works were a lofty mud-wall and a broad ditch not easily 
fordable; and the very extent of its walls, which .embraced a 
circumference of six or eight miles, increased the difficulty of 
protecting them. But the rajah applied himself to its defence 
with the utmost skill and resolution : the kingdom of the Mah- 
ratfas, ho observed, was in their saddle; his was within his 
ramparts. Illthcrto, in general, the reduction oven of the 
strongest forts had proceeded in a sure and regular course ; the 
trenches were opened, a storming-parly was selected, who forced 
their way with greater or smaller loss, and were masters of the 
jilacc. But the defenders of Bhurtporc not only fought with the 
most daring valour, but called into action means of defence and 
annoyance which our people had never elsewhere encountered, 
tind for which thej* were wholly unprepared. They rendered the 
breach impracticable, by raising behind it stockades and other 
bulwarks ; they tnadc the ditch unfordnblc, by damming up the 
waters; and during the assault, logs of wood, ]>ots filled with 
combusliblas, and burning colton-b.alcs steeped in oil, were thrown 
down upon the soldiers. In short, the British were rcptilsed in 
four successive attcmi)tF, sustaining in killed and wounded a loss 
of 320.1, — greater than liad occurred in any two battles during 
tlii« obstinately disputed c.ampaign. Bven their glory was some- 
what tr.niishcd. 'J’hc "Cth, hitherto the bravest among the brave 
and the foremost in every triumph, along wllli the 7fith, refused 
on one oociirion to follow their officcr.«, after the 12th Bengal 
tcf-oys had planted the colours on the top of the rampart. Being 
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to figlit Sntli each ' other as if situated at the extremity of the 
globe. 

The Courts of Directors and Proprietors voted th'anhs 'to the 
Marquis 'lYellesley for his zeal, vigour, activity^, and: ability, to 
which they attributed in a great measure the brilliant successes 
which had crowned the British arms. They qualified the vote, 
however, by stating, that it was “ without entering at present into 
the origin and policy of that war.” This reservation was deeply 
felt by the marquis, who intimated that, w’hile the votes of thanks 
to tlie commanders had been communicated in general orders to 
the army, and in an extraordinary gazette, ho considei'ed it his 
duty to forego the gratification of publishing his own. These 
expressions would, he thought, convey a universal impression of 
doubt and xincertainty respecting all the recent airangements, and 
the permanency of all treaties with the native powers. He pressed 
the question home upon the courts, by observing, “ the general 
fame of your equitj' and magnanimity precludes any supposition, 
that in condemning the justice of our cause, you would retain the 
fruits of our success.” 

Admitting that tho policy of Marquis 'Y’^ellesley was not quite 
so pacific as his friends contended, it was very doubtful how far 
it could now with safety, or even with justice, be thus abruptly 
relinquished. A great power can seldom be justified in withdraw- 
ing from all concei'n in the contests of its neighboui's, from en- 
deavouring to protect the weak against the strong, and thereby 
preventing any one of them from acqmring a decided preponder- 
ance. It -was perhaps chimerical to suppose that- the principal 
native chiefs would cultivate habits of sincere peace, or entertain 
a solid attachment for the British government. Thej* were for 
the most part usurpers, who had started up amid the rains of one 
great empire ; each seeking to aggrandize himself at the expense 
of the rest, and viewing undivided dominion as a prize at which 
he might aim. They bad all, however, through the interposition 
of the Company, seen their aspiring views checked or baffled, their 
armies vanquished, and some of the brightest jewels plucked from 
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plundering the abode and seizing the person of the British 
Besident. 

Lord Lake, as the rainy season now approached, could not 
immediately follow the two hostile chiefs into the heart of their 
territories. Their power, however, was so completely broken, that 
he entertained no doubt of soon reducing them to submission ; hut 
at this crisis the whole system of our policy respecting India 
underwent an important change. 

Tlic vast scheme of conquest and subsidiary alliance, by which 
Marquis 'Wellesley had studied to place this great CJistcm empire 
under British control, had excited in the mother country a very 
deep sensation. The public were, to a certain degree, dazzled 
with its splendid success; yet a numerous body of politicians 
exclaimed that this course was contrarj* to all true principles of 
policy, — that it formed an interminable system of ^Ynr, — that the 
Company, in scaling" themselves upon the throne of the Mogul, 
and endeavouring to ofl’cet the conquest of all Ilihdostan, had 
entirely relinquished the basis on which they had uniformly pro- 
fessed to act. The contest with Ilolkar, breaking out with so 
formid.'iblc an aspect after all the others had closed, gave rise to 
painful feelings as to the endless duration of Indian hostility. 
The Director.*!, strongly influenced by public opinion, and struck 
by the enormous expenditure in which the campaign Imd already 
involved them, determined to change entirely the system on which 
their afthirs were conducted. Accordingly, in place of the Slar- 
qnis Wellesley, who, with or without reason, had acquired the 
reputation of a wnr-govcnior, tlicy sub.slitutcd the ^Inrquis Corn- 
wallis. This nobleman had not, indeed, while in power, inirsued 
n course materially diflerent; yet his character was gcticrally 
e.stccmcd moderate and conciliatory, and ho was understood to 
di.f:ipj)rove of the extent to which conquest had now been carried. 
Ilia instructions were to proceed on princi])lcs every way oppo.site 
to those of his predecessor, — to conclude peace almost at any 
I'rire, — to form a defensive line beyond which English intcrferenco 
" as not to extend ; and to allow the native powers to treat and 
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CHAriER XV. 

PINDARREE WAR— CONQUEST OF THE JIAHRATTAS, ETC. 

ProBress of the Pindarrccs — Their Character — Ameer Khan— ArranBcmcnts with the 
Pelshwa— TiimbncKJee — He Murders the Gnzemt Minister — Is delivered np to the 
English— Escapes — Concessions required from the Pcishwa— Marquis of Hastings arrives 
In India— Rupture with Ncpaul— Death of General Gillespie — Successes of Ochtcrlon}’— 
Negotiations— Renewal of the War— Final Trentj' — AUianco formed with Berar— Imip- 
tlons of the Plndairces — Opening of the Campaign against them— Treaties a-lth Sclndla 
and Ameer Khan- Tlie Cholera attacks the Grand Army- Rise and DHTusian of that 
Malady In India— Alarming Accounts Item Foonah— Operations against the Pindarrccs — 
Tlie Adherents of Ilolkar Join them- Battle of Mchidpoor— Treat}-— Final Catastrophe of 
the Plndarrco Chiefs— Movements of the Pelriiwa — He attacks the English— UIs Repulse 
and continued Flight — Repeated Defeats— Surrender-Intrigues nt Nagporc— The Rajah 
attacks the English— Issue of the Contest— His Escape— Contest with Bhurtpore— Dlsturh- 
anccs in Bengal and the Clrears— Campaign against Coorg— Troubles at Gwalior— Jond- 
porc— Jc}Tarc— Lord .Bcntlnck succeeded by Lord Auckland— Contest with Goomsoor— 

' Succession of Oude— Charges against the Rqjah— UIs Deposition- Dlscnssions on the suh- 
ject— Local DIstnrbanccs In Indio. 

In the aspect which India at this period exhibited, the most 
remarkable feature consisted in the marauding habits of the 
people by whom so large a portion of it was occupied. A new 
power which rose without any basis to rest upon, without country 
or territory to claim for its own, and without any regular place in 
the political system, was chiefly supported by the roving tribes 
named Pindarrees, who carried to an extreme all the predatoiy 
usages characteristic of Mahrattas. The latter, indeed, regarded 
plunder as an essential part of their policy; still they had a country 
and a home to ivhich they were fondly attached ; and they had 
regular occupations which they followed in the intervals, uncon- 
nected with their more violent pursuits. Their chiefs aimed not 
merely to enrich themselves by booty, but also to attain political 
power. The Pindarrees, on the contrary, were nothing more than 
robbers, elevated by their number into armies; and their hoast 
was, not that they were able to encounter disciplined troops, but 
that they could elude them. If overtaken or surprised, the point 
of honour was, who should flee the most swiftly. No barrier 


492 


lIAUr.ATTA ■WAR, ETC. 


on the treatv of Bassein, and out of which the late war had arisen, 
was described by the Company as one which they were desirous 
to relinquish. Yet even Sir George Barlow, when he c.ame to 
consider the proposed measures, could not but -s-iew them as 
frausht with extreme peril. To dissolve the alliance with these 
potentates, and to u-ithdraw the troops by which they were at pre- 
sent overawed, would have been to relieve the greater part of the 
powers of India from British control, while they were still ani- 
mated by the most hostile feelings towards her ; it would, in fact, 
have been to lay the foundation of a future confederacy for her 
downfal. The Pcishwa, likewise, notwithstanding his general 
aversion to the English, had motives, connected with the internal 
state of his dominions, which made him desirous, for the present 
at least, to claim on that ground the fulfilment of the treaty of 
Basscin. 

Sir George Barlow was succeeded in 1807 by Lord Minto, a 
prudent and intelligent nobleman, who endeavoured in his general 
system to maint.im the pacific policy recommended by the Com- 
pany, without shrinking from vigorous and even hostile demonstra- 
tions, when the conduct of the native powers .appeared to render 
these necessary. The gre<at states during his administration 
ret.'iined their position nearly unaltered; but animosities con- 
tinued to ferment, which were destined to burst into a violent 
tcmjwst, and to involve India afresh in a sanguinary war. 
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contributions from tho Kajpoot and other petty states in this part 
of India. Though equally destitute of fi:ccd possessions, and as 
much devoted to plunder as the Pindarrecs, ho acted more syste- 
matically, and aimed at the attainment of political influence ; yet, 
in Sir John Malcolm’s opinion, the Mohammedans, from their 
tendency to sink into indolence and luxury, are less to he dreaded 
than the Hindoos, u'ho, tliough they yield for the moment, pursue 
their object, on tho whole, with unwearied perseverance. 

. Though Ameer Hhan fonned a power distinct from the Findair- 
rccs, he easily attracted Large bodies of them to any enterprise 
that promised to gratify their appetite for plunder. Such was 
the expedition which, in 1809, he undertook against Berar, then 
governed by an cSemihate, un warlike sovereign; and he would 
have succeeded in subverting that monarchy, had hot Lord Minto 
wisely departed from his strictly defensive system. A strong 
detachment under Colonel Close was despatched into the territory 
of Nrigpore, which, it was notified to Ameer, W’as under British 
protection. That adventurer made a blustering and indignant 
reply, but was soon, by a variety of circumstanced, compelled to 
retreat into Malwa ; and the goveriior-general, on farther consi- 
deration, gave up the design which he had once entertained, of 
finally crushing him. 

The arrangements with the Feishw.a, meantime, proceeded also 
in a veiy unsatisfactory manner. That prince began, indeed, by 
courting the English, and even soliciting the continuance of their 
subsidiary force in his territory ; but his object was to regain the 
control which ho had ahnost entirely lost over his own dominions. 
Besides the provinces possessed by Scindia and other independent 
princes, numerous districts, especially in the south, had been par- 
celled out into jaghires, which, like the European fiefs in the 
Middle Ages, were held on the mere tenure of homage and mili- 
tary service. To make the resemblance more complete, the jag- 
hirdai's, during the recent period of public confusion, bad secured 
for themselves a condition of almost complete independence. The 
Company felt considerable difficulty when importuned for aid 
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nrrcslcd them ; they penetrated the closest chain of military posts, 
finding a way even between the divisions of an army drawn up to 
oppose them ; they desolated the countries in the rear ; after which, 
making an immense circuit, thej* returned home hy a diflerent 
route. Their aim was, not to possess a district, hut to sweep 
away all that was in it. Obliged to pass with a celerity almost 
prclcmatural, and to employ expeditious modes of extracting 
treasure, they inflicted the most merciless tortures to compel the 
owners to yield up their concealed hoards. Kedhot irons were 
.applied to the soles of the feet ; oil wtxs thrown on the clothes, 
and inflamed ; the head was tied into a b.ag flilcd with hot ashes 
and dust. The proudest exploit of a Pindarree was to steal a 
liorsc ; and this operation w.as conducted with a dexterity which 
might put to shame the most skilful of their fraternity in Europe. 
They could carry one off from amid n crowded camp ; stretched on 
their bellies they crept to the spot, and lay concealed till a favour- 
able moment, when they cut the cords, mounted, and galloped off 
among the hushes with a rapidity that defied pursuit. 'When an 
themy was distant, they divided into small parties, moving in a 
circular direction, so ns to sweep the whole country. Their num- 
hers Avere continimlly augmented hy disbanded soldiers, and hy 
persons of idle and desperate character. The leaders annually 
raised their standard on the northern hank of the Nerhudda at 
the termination of the rains, that they might be ready, ns soon as 
the rivers sliould become fordable, to commence a general move- 
ment. 

Tlic Pntun and other ^fohammedan troops, Avlio, in the Avrcck 
of all the thrones occupied by their countrymen, had no longer a 
Fovereign in Avhosc service to fight, afforded another source whence 
predator}' squadrons were formed and recruited. Most of them 
rallied round Ameer Khan, a bold and enterprising chief, who in 
the late Avar had fought under the banner of Ilolkar. lie still 
reiained hi-i allegiance to that house, and attempted to direct its 
c.Mincilt! ; bill his m.ain object was, AA'ith his chosen Iwnd of about 
l-jOOO horac and 200 piece.-! of artillery, to overaAve and extort 
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tlio necklace ; but ibe qneslion, it Avns imagined, was prompfed by 
mere curiosity. The minister, b.aving perfonned bis devotions, 
was returning with ft diininisbcd escort, when scvcml men, with 
long twisted cloths used for the. pnqjose, called aloud to clear the 
Avay ; and the, Sastree bcitig thus left nlone, they nished upon him 
with drawn swonls, and quickly pierced him Avith numerous wounds. 
Everything conspired to render it inaiiifc.il that IVimbuckjcc wn.s 
the author of this daring crime; for the nssassin.s, who had left 
him in the temple, were seen running back with naked AvcajHins. 
On the most trivial pretexts, however, he declined to submit to 
any fomunl investigation. In short, the inquiries of Mr. Elphin* 
stone, the Ko.sidenf, left no room to doubt that he ivas the direct 
instigator of the murder, and h.ad obtained the full consent ot 
Ikajec lino to it.s jicrpctration. 

The llrltish minister, on this emergency, determined to adopt 
the most decisive mc-asures, and, ivith the view of giving effect to 
the negotiation, ordered the auxilinrj’ force to approach nearer to 
I’oonah, The I’cishwa, evidently apprehensive of being personally 
charged with the deed, evaded, on various grounds, all communi> 
e.ation on the subject. At length tivo persons in hi.s confidence 
u nited on the Resident, apparently with a view to sound hi.s inten- 
tions. Mr. EIpbinstono allowed them to undcrst.and fh.at there 
Avas no design of fixing the crime ujwn the rcisliAA-a; indeed, 
Avhen he made any allusion to the rumour of IJajce’s guilt, it aa'os 
with the air of entire disbelief, and only to show the ncccssit}* of 
his disproving it by bringing the hkiI ofi'ender to justice. It AA-a.s 
demanded that Trimbuckjee, Avho Avas openly charged Avith the 
murder, should, AA-ith his two principal accomplices, bo placed in 
close confinement to avrait a full iiiA-cstigation. The prince studi- 
ously employed every expedient to soa’c his faA-ourilc; somclimc.5 
cnde.'iA'ouring to justify him, and at other times declaring it beyond 
his poAA-cr to cficct his arrest. The suspicion thus afTorded of a 
determination to screen the ofi'ender, induced the Resident, Avith 
the concurrence of the governor-general, to demand that he should 

1)0 delivered into Ilrifish custody. This proposal Avas of course 
21 
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acainst these chiefs, with many of whom, during the late exigen- 
cies, they had formed an alliance; notwithstanding, they agreed 
to enforce over them the authority of the Pcishwa, not as an ahso- 
Intc sovereign, hut as their liege lord. As these proud dependants, 
however, were little inclined to own even this imperfeet obligation, 
they imposed on their head the frequent necessity of calling upon 
his allies to supjwrt his claims, and of declaring their possessions 
forfeited. Thus, in a few years, prineipally through the aid or 
fear of our countn*mcn, ho had reduced most of these rctainer.s, 
and enriched his treasury hy extensive confiscation. Having 
completely recovered his power and provided the necessary funds, 
he resolved at once to shake oft* also the British j'okc, and to rc- 
cst.ahlish his infiucncc over the great feudatories of the Mahratta 
state. For this purpose he availed himself of the services of 
Trimhnckjcc Dainglia, a hold, ahlc, hut very dissolute minister, 
raised from the lowest ranks, and entirely devoted to his master’s 
purposes. The British Besident from the first viewed with nin- 
hrage the elevation of this personage, and was soon hronght into 
direct collision with him. The Pcishwa, among his other plans 
of aggrandizement, had revived certain ancient claims on the 
Guichrnr or sovereign of Gnzerat, with whom also the Company 
h.ad formed a suhsidinry .alliance. As the negotiations on this sub- 
ject hccame extremely intricate, it was agreed that Gungadhur 
.Sa«trcc, the prime minister of that state, should repair to the court 
of Ponnah, and cndc.avour to pl.acc them on an inlclligihlc basis ; 
having, however, previously obtained a safe conduct from the 
Knglish. From being suppo-'cd favourable to our interests, ns 
well as from some pcrson.al causes, he incurred the enmity of 
Trimhnckjcc and the Pcishwa; and to gratify their revenge, they 
prevailed upon him to accompany them to Pnnderj>oor, where a 
r.-ligimis festiv.al of peculiar solemnity was to Im celebrated. 
Aftf’r their arrival Gungadhur, though indisposed, was induced 
t'> repair to the temple with a few unnnncd attendants. On the 
way certain persons were heard asking in a whispering tone tvhich 
was the ?.a'trcc; to this it w.as answered that it was he who wore 



AS!' fASvvrr? «'v Tsu s!A’(!:\Tr.\v. 




liavliijr l>c« n «;«•: Ity n ilriiini, ns iv' liy n 

lYfof.’il J;» nil-']'! fijiv ('f tJjc ti.m'an® n* pr>Kif;i <if nji 

njnJrriMr iVijjv.t hinn, iS «%".« tlictijjliJ iiici'r»-i‘tojit «i!li ('‘iintl jwliry 
t'> r.!!<v.v <•>•»?<»):.!)(•?! <o rc-w!! jnr.!tiniy. Mr. IIlpliiiKtojic 

rolt-n-:l j1:p • iili'Iilinrv fon't' !•> iijv.n I’oor.nli, luid {,*nvt' 

i:nt5r<‘ {n U)',- !*<■ jhr.t Iifs-tinsir® Ci-cijniSKS* mlliiti 

l:r>«fr, nulr®® jlirtv? i<f lii‘ forjro-'i-y, Jrin- 

{rssrli, IJnyns*. .Mul I’o'iniiiilur, fJimdil In* jinYvi’idtisilly jil-ictd in 
tin* liand- <'f sin* K;jj;35'''!i, atsd f’.ivcii iJin: tvitliin n 

jnoiiiii Trjrnliiichjf®’ wfitiM 1‘" ngnin didivcri'd iiji. iJnjoc Kno 
dcl.-vyi-d ffiinr* lime jo p»'c nny nJi’invr; !•«( nt v.iih that 

infiriitity of wliirlj ti*ually nj)|«'nnrd in the hour of danger, 

he ngn-'.tl tiix/nidiiion.-dly tn nil lhi'f<* tonn®. 'I'lic* forsrv^i'es worn 
piim'ndoml, nnd n prioo fot on the liond of the Jiiiniptor. Still 
the IJe'Idont pave wnrning that there coiico’*'*K)nK cojild not be 
ronMdtired ns fitial; nnd that the I’ci(>hwa, having forfeited the 
cenfidenee of the Co!J)j)any, co«ihl not expect the tnvtty of llfirrein 
to he. n‘ne.\vi*il, nnle.Ks under tnodifioationp, the extent of which 
!siu- 1 depend upon the next despatch from the governor-gcueral. 
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still more revolting to tbc Pcisliwa, xvho began to augment bis 
troops; and it was understood that be was on tbo point of making 
common cause Avitb bis minister, — to fleo wilb bira from tbo 
capital, and endeavour to raise tbc JIabrattas against tbo Com- 
pany. ^Ir. EIpbinstonc then considered it indispensable to order 
tbc sub'idiary force to march upon Poonab ; but Pajee Rao, wben 
be saw tbc sword about to bo drawn, lost courage, and Trimbuckjeo 
was delivered into tbo bands of tbe English. This they esteemed 
an importajit triumph, bamng long foreseen that they must ulti- 
mately come to a rupture with Ibis person, who bad shown a 
disposition tbc most evidently hostile; yet to have driven him 
from power, merely because he supported bis master’s iutcrosls 
and opposed a foreign influence, would have been extremely odious 
in tbo eyes of tbc nation. But tbo crime with which bo stood 
charged, being aggravated in tbc view of the natives by every 
po.'siblc circumstance, ns having been committed on a Brainin of 
high sanctity, and within tbo precincts of one of tboir holiest 
shrines, tlirew a great degree of popularity on tbe vigorous steps 
taken by tbc Resident for its punishment. 

Our countrymen conducted their prisoner to tbc strong fortress 
of Tannali in the island of .Salscttc, and wsitcbcd him so nan-owly 
tlial they did not admit a single native into tbc guard. But this 
cxcesiivc precaution was perhaps tlio very circumstance which 
defeated their object. Tbc vicinity was filled with tbo minister’s 
adherents; and a groom in tbe service of one of tbc British oflicors, 
in ]>:L«.-lng near tbc terrace where tbc accused was allowed to walk, 
chanted gaily what was supposed to bo a Hindoo song, but which 
really communicated a plan contrived for his escape. Through a 
rtaall gap in the wall of the edifice, bo reached n stable; and not 
Indrig misled for a few minutes, succeeded in crossing the narrow 
channtd v.hicb separates Salscttc from tho continent. He imme- 
diately hastened to the southern districts, where he hogau to levy 
lro<»p«, and r.iisc the whole countiy against the English. 

Th" Poislr.va disavowed all knowledge of the course taken by 
Trimh;ic’<;jf.; after hi.s cKcajw*, as well as of the place of his retreat; 
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tlic scat of their government, and having hy a skilful policy con- 
ciliated the neighbouring princes, had made this acquisition n 
step to farther conquest. They acco«lingly proceeded to subdue 
dillcrcnt tracts, till their tcriilorj- extended above SOO miles in 
length, and comprehended nearly the whole Alpine region of 
Northern India. They then cast n longing eye towards the wide 
plain that spreads beneath, covered with all the riches of tropical 
cultivation, and capable of affording an ample revenue. Being 
generally superior to the native troops, both in courage and dis- 
cipline, they might perhaps in favourable circumstances have 
founded an empire equal to that of Aurcngzcbc. They had, how- 
ever, to encounter, not the fallen fragments of Mogul greatness, 
nor the loose squadrons of lilahrntta horse, but the disciplined 
strength of that new power which bad become p.iramount in Jlin- 
dost.!!!. The British, by the numerous victories g.aincd in the 
late war, had extended their boundaries along nc.arly the uhole 
line of this mountain-domaiu. The GoorkhrvS, on seeing their 
career thus cheeked, hesitated for some time whether they should 
commit themselves ag.'iinsl so fonnid-able an adver>.^n'. Jle.snwhilo 
they appropri.nlcd certtun small portions of territc-rj*. to whidi, by 
the vague tenures prevalent in that countn', they could found 
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Accordingly it \ras soon .iftcr announced, tliat .amicable relations 
could only be restored on the following terms: — ^That tbc subsidiary 
force should be augmented by 5000 horse and 3000 infantry, for the 
maintenance of which, territories juclding a revenue of thirty-four 
laclvS of rupees must be ceded; that in this cession the strong city 
of Ahmednugger should bo included; that his highness should 
renounce the character of head of the ^Inhratta confederacy, and 
cc.asc to hold direct communication with any of the native powers. 
These severe conditions the Pcishwa sought by every effort to 
mitigate or elude; but .as the Resident remained inflexible, a treaty 
to this effect was signed on the 13th June 1817. 

In carrying on the narrative of the transactions at Poonah, we 
h.avc been led bej-ond the commencement of the .administration of 
the Marquis of Hastings, who arrived in the end of the yc.ar 1813. 
The Company, in appointing to this high station so eminent a 
military character, seemed to intimate a conviction that the pacific 
or merely defensive policy on which they had for some time acted 
could not be much longer maintained. Lord Hastings in fact 
soon indicated a disposition to resume the more active scheme of 
government so ably pursued by the Marquis 'Wellesley. He 
appeared resolved to suppress the growing power of the predator}' 
.associalion<! ; to renew the nlli.anccs with the Rajpoot and other 
minor chief-; and generally to establish the control of the English 
over the Indian states. Hut his attention was for a time drawn 
off by movements in a new and somewhat unexpected quarter. 

The extensive region wliich slopes douTiward from the summit 
of the Himalayah to the jdain of Hindostnn has always been 
f>ccupicd by fierce and warlike tribes. Being, as dcscrilrcd in a 
former chapter, broken into a number of narrow valleys separated 
by steep and lofty ridges, it bad been parcelled out among various 
imiopondent chiefs, never before imited in such a way as to prove 
dangerous to the central kingdoms. Lately, however, the Goor- 
khas, a rode, hut brave, race, of men, led by a warlike coniinander, 
ba/1 conqn'T»-<l tbc valley.'' of Nepnul, the finest which infen’oet 
that magnifieent range of Tiiount.ain<>. Thither they transferred 
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under the very walls; but were twice driven bade by showers of j 
grape-shot, arrows, and destructive missiles peculiar to Indian ' 
warfai’e. Gillespie, neveiiheless, determining to carry the fort 
or die, placed himself at the head of the storming-party, and 
cheered them on, waving his hat,' and pointing with his sword 
to the gate. At this moment a hall pierced his heart, — he fell; 
and all hopes of success were at once abandoned. The arrival 
of another division served merely to cover the retreat of 
the former. Colonel Mawhe}', however, who succeeded :to the 
command, felt deeply the importance that this first and great 
military operation should not be finally abortive; but he was 
obliged to delay his meditated attack till a -battering-train was 
procured from Delhi. Three days aftenvards a breach was 
effected, and an assault commenced, under the command of hlajor 
Ingleby ; but the resolute defence, • and formidable fire of the 
garrison, again baffled every effort. The batteries, notwithstand- 
ing, continued to play till the walls, which were by no means 
lofty, were reduced almost to a heap of ruins; and the natives 
then evacuated the place which they had so gallantly defended. 
General Mardndale, who now took the command, advanced to 
attadr the enemy stationed at the strong fort of Jytuk ; but here 
again the British troops, through their too impetuous valour, were 
thrown into confusion, and obliged to fall back with considerable 
loss. At the same time, the army which was attempting to pene- 
trate direct into Nepanl through the district of Sarun had two of 
its detachments surrounded and cut off ; on which account opera- 
tions on that side were completely paralyzed. 

These events produced an alarming sensation at Calcutta, while 
they were received with the highest exultation in all the native 
courts, which were watching for an opportunity to effect the down- 
fal of British power in India. Movements were made by Scindia 
and other princes, which seemed to call for an increase of the 
corps of observation stationed in their territories. Yet the Marquis 
of Hastings, judiciously considering that to obtain some decisive 
success over the Nepaulese and compel them to sue for peace was 
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rlrorc them ont, killing and wounding several of tlicir nnmhor. 
After this there was no longer room to hesitate as to the imme- 
diate necessitv of -warlike operations. 

Ameer Sing, the able and enterprising commander of the Xc- 
paulcse, on grounds which it seems impossible fully to understand 
or justify, had taken post on the western extremity of their con- 
quests. Ijord Hastings, who, in sent into the field a force 
of 30,000 men, availing himself of tlic position assumed by the 
enemy, formed the plan of enclosing his .army, and cutting it off 
from the central territories. Generals Ochterlon}' and Gillespie, 
at the head of their respective divisions, m.arched, the one to 
.attack Ameer in front, the other to occupy the passes by which 
he might effect his retreat. Tlie latter speedily penetrated into 
the Deyra Dhoon, one of the finest vallej-^ whieh diversify the 
Himalaj-ah, and the main channel of communication between the 
c.astcm and western districts. Somewhat unexpectedly ho found 
this passage commanded by the fortress of Kalunga, or Nalapancc, 
rendered formidable, not by artificial bulwarks, but by its situa- 
tion on the top of a hill, where it could only bo approached through 
a thick and entangled jungle. That gallant officer, however, 
perceiving that it formed the key of the territon', hesitated not to 
commence an attack. He diride<l his army into four detachments, 
which, advancing from different points, were to meet at the sttmmit, 
and engage in a common ass.ault. Such a plan is at first view 
imposing; yet it appc.’wa founded on false principles, .and in prac- 
tice is likely to prove c.xtrcmely perilous. The chnnws arc many 
that the different coq)S will not all rc.ach their destination at the 
same moment; and if one arrive before the others, it will h.avc to 
encounter the united resistance of the enemy's force. Such wa^ 
the c.a--e now; one division, making their naiy through every diffi- 
cnlty, arrived in front of Kalunga before they could l>c siipjmrted 
by the rc -t of the annj*. The general then came up, and .®i‘cing 
bis troops thus cxfvjsed to the whole fire of the herieged, led them 
at once to the ft* au1f, hoping, tvith this corps alone, to earry the 
71j-y ,afc->iri!!tigly di-!*>Jged the out{*o^ts, and arrived 
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oft"; lioTTCvcr, cxlnionliimry exertions were nindc, nnd tlio armj', 
in January' ISIG, was again ready to (alee the field. 

The enemy had intrenched themselves in the strong pass of 
Chereca-ghatcc, which formed the entrance into their mountain- 
territory; hut General Ochtcrlony, by a skilful though laborious 
march, turned this position, and penetrated to ^fuckwanpoor, in 
the vicinity of which they had erected several forts nnd stockades. 
Two succcs.'iivc defeats conrinced them of the folly of their attempt 
to contend nith British troops ; they made ovcrlurc.s fur a fresh 
negotiation, in which all the points in dispute were 3 'icldcd ; nnd 
in ^larch a definitive treat)' was concluded. The governor-general 
w.'is then with a good grace able to grant, ns a matter of favour, 
most of the districts for the possession of which they had been so 
extremely solicitous. 

The contest with Nepaul having been brought to a successful 
termination, the Marquis of Hastings turned his news to that new 
system of policy which ho was desirous to establish with regard 
to the central powers of India. It coiisi.>;tcd partly in the renewal 
and extension of subsidiarj’ alliances with the native princes, 
partly in the extirpation of the predator)' states which had arisen 
in the heart of the empire. In the fonner ■view, overtures from 
llliopal, when threatened by Scindia nnd the llajah of Jlcr-ar, were 
at first ■well received ; but amid the distractions occasioned by tho 
Xcpaul contest, it became ncccss.iry that they should bo cour- 
teously evaded. A negotiation was opened with the Ilajpoot prince 
of Jycporc, who had made hcav)' conqdaints of haring in 180G 
been deserted by the English, and exposed to the depredations of 
the Holkar family and other plundering tribes. Tho treaty for 
some time proceeded with promptitude ; but the very knowledge 
that ho wjis .about to be supported by the British having overawed 
his enemies and averted tho present danger, the deep-rooted jea- 
lousy always cherished by tho native sovereigns rospeeting tho 
admission of foreign troops soon revived. A powerful party ex- 
claimed agJiinst the ministers by whom tho trcjity was condueted, 
as betnayers of their countr)' ; and they thought it expedient, by 
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the only mode by which the evil could be remedied, augraenfed 
and concentrated his force already stationed on the theatre of war. 
General Ochtcrlony, hitherto cheeked by the losses of the division 
that was to net in combination with him, began vigorous opera- 
tions on the offensive. He had already compelled Ameer Sing to 
retire from the heights of Ramghur to those of IMalown, which 
were also exceedingly strong. lie had likewise reduced Ramghur, 
Bcllnejiorc, and the other fastnesses that commanded this monnlain- 
region. At the s.'unc time the province of Kemaoon being left 
unprotected, a detachment was sent under Colonel Jficolls, who 
besieged, and, on the 25th April 1815, took Almora, its capital. 
Ameer, now closely confined to his fortified post at Mnlovvn, was 
obliged to capitulate, though on honourable terms, being allowed 
to join the main army with the troops under his charge. 

The government of Nepatil were so deeply discouraged by these 
reverses, that notwithstanding the opposition of several chiefs, and 
jiarticnlarly of Ameer Sing, who proposed even to seek support 
from the Emperor of Chinn, they detennined to open a negotiation, 
fllic tenns demanded by T.ord llasting.s were liigh, — including 
the cesviou of all the provinces conquered in the west, and also of 
the Teraec or bonier of jungle which extends nlong the base of 
the mount.ain'i. Tliis la®t article formed the chief obstacle to the 
treaty, not so much on account of the actual value of the territory, 
ns l>ccau-e most of the principal chiefs at court had in it nssign- 
nients of land from which they derived their income. The mar- 
qnl*, considering the point tolic of little consequence, had nindo up 
his mind, and given directions that it should not stand in the way 
of an ndjnsfincnt. The Xepatilcrc ambassadors had, in fact, agreed 
to the tenns and .signed tlicin; but when transmitted for ratification, 
the court was induced, on the grounds just stated, to rcfufio. its 
coiKont. In such cinnunstanccs, there appeared no longer room 
for llic infi-ndcd concession ; and no alternative vv.'ls left but tho 
rcio’v.'.al of war. This was attended with considerable inconvoni- 
rTi'*'". since, in ronfiflcnt expectation of pc.wc, the prcparnlions liiid 
n-/. only relax' d, hut even part of the military stores fold 
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strcngllj. Tlioy l)a(l liccn loft Fcvcral years nearly nninoleslctl ; 
and had even receiveil Fccrcl nssurancca of support from the prin- 
cipal >rahrnl(a chieftains, who were incdilating n fresh attempt, 
m'th the aid of the Pindarrocs, to subvert the ascendency of 
Britain. They were, however, considerably alarmed by the ap- 
pearance of the force stationed on the Ncrbndda ; b«it seeing it 
remain inactive, while they themselves had mustered 2.", 000 
cav.alry, they conceived it possible to penetrate at some point the 
extended line along which the English were posted. Accordingly, 
with 10,000 horsemen, they crossed on the extreme right with 
such rapidity, that our infantry were unable either to arrest or 
ovcrt.ahc them. They then separated into two IMurs or plunder- 
ing bands, one of which proceeded due south into the country of 
the Nizam, and reached the hanks of the Godavciy*. The other 
marched oastwanl, and entered the Company's temtoty of Gan- 
jam, where in the course of twelve days during the preceding year 
they had killed and wounded nearly <00 persons, and carried oft* 
or destroyed property to the value of £100,000. A third p.arty 
crossed at Ihirhanponr, and overran the dominions of the Peishwa 
to some distance beyond Poon.ah. 

The Pindarrocs h.ad thus eluded the regular force appointed to 
check their inroads; yet though they were still liable to he 
. attacked by several detached corps that were scouring the country 
in diftcrent directions, they never stationed sentries, nor took any 
similar prccatition against an evil to which they were .always 
exposed. While the largo body who had reached the Godavory 
were deliberating on their future course, Major M'Dowal, with a 
party of light troops, canjc upon them so unexpectedly, that they 
had received a disch.argo of fire-arms before almost a ‘man of them 
was mounted ; and they were obliged to flee, abandoning nearly 
all their horses and plunder. One hold chieftain, with 2C0 
troopers, crossed the Peninsula, swept along the western shore, 
and, ascending the Taptco, reached his homo with less ihdeed 
than half lus original number, hut all of them carrying in their 
saddles a rich booty. Major Lnshington, again, learning that tho 
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nflrancjng conaltbns that were inadmissible, to prevent its final 
conclusion. 

This disappointment was compensated by a more fortunate oc- 
currence in nnotlicr quarter. Raghojee lihoonslab, rajah of Ilcrar, 
died. Icanng a son, Pursajee, so infirm both in mind and body as to 
l>e incapable of maintaining even the semblance of royalty. In 
thc=c ciroumstanccs, Appa Saheb, his cousin and also presumptive 
licir, assumed the aTithority of regent, to which ho seemed to possess 
a legitimate claim. Another chic^ however, Dhurmajee Bhoonslah, 
b.aving Termed a powerful party, rendered it doubtful whether 
Appa would bo able to maintain himself mthont foreign aid. The 
latter, therefore, made overtures to the British for a subsidiarj* 
alliance, coupled n-ith the condition of supporting him in the ad- 
ministration. This, in the present temper of the councils of Cal- 
cutta, was most readily granted. The stipulated force was to consist 
of sLx battalions of infantry and one regiment of cavalrj', partly 
att.achcd to the regent’s person; for the maintenance of which 
the annual amount of seven and a half Inclcs of nijwcs was to 
Ic received in moncy-jKijuncnts, instead of the invidious mode of 
territorial ccs«ion. This treaty, according (o l^Ir. Prinsep, was 
viewed at the presidency with the liighcst c.xultalion, ns an nr- 
rang<'mcnl hy which the state of Berar was finally detached from 
the Mr.hratt.a league, and fixed in our interests ; and not as what 
it really was, a mere c.xpcdicnl for the attainment of personal 
ohjects, and to Ije thrown aside ns soon as these were ncconi- 
plish'^. 

Tl:c occupation of Berar afforded great facilities for operations 
.against the predatory powers, whose main rallying-point was in 
Mr.lwn, tli*' hilly province to the northward of tlie Nerhudda. Tire 
govt-mor-general, however, had not yet obtained pennis-'ion to 
r- t tliem out of that strong country, and was obliged to content 
bsrao'df will! dravring a cordon .along the southern hank of (he. 
ri\» r, Ijv '-tl.ieh ho hop^d to pr<*vcnt them from again p. r)e!r:'.tirig 
ir,*o tl.o irnfortunnlely for thrmselves, CliC-cto't nod 

•.'.f. r r1.I-’f) had at thi» time ftcquire/1 a conrider.nhle incre.as.' of 
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rivCT at Agra; while two smaller sections were to act on the 
flanks, and to connect this with the other armies. The Deccan 
force was to advance in two divisions under Generals Hislop and 
Sir John Malcolm ; Colonel Adams led the regiments from Berar, 
while Generals Doveton and Smith took post in the rear, ready 
either to support the main body, or to suppress any commotion 
that might arise at Poonah or Nagpore. General Keir meantime 
led the army of Guzerat into Malwa. All these divisions formed 
a complete circle around the Pindarree positions, closing in upon 
them as to a common centre. This system of tactics, which in 
contending with disciplined forces is accompanied with the danger 
that the enemy, availing himself of his central position, may suc- 
cessively attack and heat the difierent corps advancing against 
him, was attended unth no such hazard when directed against 
troops who never encountered an adversary in pitched battle, — 
whose sole aim was escape, and to whom flight was victory. It 
was by such a movement only that they could he enclosed and 
finally crushed. 

There was one circumstance attending this campaign which 
could not be regarded without some degree of alarm, namely, that 
it led our army into the territories of princes who viewed with the 
most rancorous jealousy the height to which the British power 
had now attained. All of them, seeing in its success the dou-nfal 
of their own ambitious hopes, and even of their independence, 
anxiously watched the favomrable moment for striking a blow. 
Even the courts of Nagpore and Hydrabad, notwithstanding the 
treaties by which they professed to be bound, could not by any 
means be relied upon. Besides, the Pindarree war was to be 
carried on in the dominions of Scindia and Holhar, the mosf 
deadly foes to the British name. Of the former Sir John Mal- 
colm justly observes that he never could be expected to forget the 
loss of empire sustained through Britain : — “ All his habits, his 
prejudices, his wishes, are against us ; we have nothing in our 
favour but his fears. His faith and his promises cannot be relied 
on for a moment.” It appears indeed that Cheetoo, the principal 
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other hand had passed Poonah, made a march of fifty miles, came 
upon them while busied in cooHng, and gave them so complete a 
defeat that only a few escaped. In Ganjam, too, they met with 
several surprises, in one of which Lieutenant Borthwiek heat up 
their camp with only fifty men. They abandoned their attempt 
to penetrate into the territory of Cuttack ; and Ic-arning that a 
plan was formed to intercept their return, they endeavoured to 
cflect their object by a circuitous route through Bundclcund, in 
the course of which Colonel Adams and other ofiScers inflicted 
upon them very severe losses. 

Although this campaign had been in some measure successful 
and even triumphant, it afforded reason to apprehend that India 
could never he secure from the inroad of these marauders, so long 
as they should have a place of safe retreat. Upwards of 30,000 
troops had been employed against them, a nimibcr adequate to a 
regular war, and involving an immense c.Kpcnditurc ; yet these 
desperate freebooters had penetrated through a strong lino of de- 
fence, while their subsequent failure was occasioned only by an 
undue security, which they would probably Icani to correct. The 
permission granted by the government at home to prosecute the 
Tvar against them was far from being unlimited ; but the marquis 
trusted that the events which had occurred during this campaign, 
and the success which he hoped would still attend his measures, 
would procure for him the sanction of the Company. 

About the middle of the year 1817, the govcnior-gcncral put 
in motion the most numerous and efficient host that had ever 
perhaps taken the field in India. Its entire amount is estimated 
at about 81,000 infantry and 10,000 cavalrj’ ; of which 57,000 
advanced from the Deccan and Guzerat, and 34,000 from Bengal 
through Ilindostan Proper. To the corjis from the Deccan were 
attached 13,000 irrcgirlar cavalry, and to that from Bengal 10,000 
of the same force, many of them good troops. The main body «f 
the Bengjd army, under the immediate command of the Jhirquis 
of Hastings, assembled at Secundra, and proceeded to cro^s the 
Jumna near Cnlpy. Another coiys was instructed to pass that 
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Iiim under grants from Holkar, and of wliicli liis tenure was other- 
Avisc very precarious. Having submitted to the terms, the treaty 
was signed by bis agent at Delhi, on condition that a month 
should bo allowed previously to ratification; but the stipulated 
period had elapsed, and a British anny was surrounding him on 
every side, before he would affix his name to it. His troops being 
then disbanded, ho seemed thenceforth to place his hopes of ag- 
grandizement solely in the English alliance, and cordially exerted 
himself in promoting its objects. 

Tlio Pindarreo chiefs could not view this immense forec, espe- 
cially when it began to close in around them, Avithout the deepest 
aharm. "Whilo the rmny season still suspended operations, they 
held frequent conferences on the state of their affairs.* Their only 
hope, the}* AA’crc convinced, aa'os to quit their present haunts and 
seek a tcmporai'y homo in some remote quarter of India. But it 
was difficult to find n secure place in AA’hieh to deposit their pro- 
perty and their families ; for oA'cn amid their AA’andcring life they 
were still susceptible of the strongest domestic attnebments. This 
embarrassment .and the Aaolcnt dissensions which had long reigned 
betAveen their two principal hc.ads, Kurrcom and Chcetoo, caused 
them to break up AA'ithout haA’ing formed any definite plan. The 
invading armies began to moA’C ns soon as the rains had abated, 
and AA'hilc the SAVclling of the rivers might yet impede the rapid 
movements of their adA'crsarics. 

The opening of the campaign, meantime, AA'as retarded by two 
A'cry unexpected circumstances : — ^Tho first Avas the appcar.ancc in 
the main arm}* of that terrible epidemic, usually denominated the 
cholera spasmodica, AA’hich, after creating desolation and dismay 
in the greater part of India, spread through Persia into Russia, 
.and thence all OA’cr Europe, occasioning a very considerable loss 
of life in the British empire, and then reaching eA’cn to the Ameri- 
can continent,* 


* In its first progress, tbis tremenfions pcstUcnco struck tlio worlfi os a nc\r snfi unheard- 
of visltatton; but furtlicr rcscorclics have estnbUsbed that the samo dlscoso has from time 
to time appeared iu the East Ancient irritlngs, in the languages of Southcni India, de- 


510 


PlXDARnEE -n-AR, 

leader of the Pindarrccs, had made urgent ap])lications that ha 
would allow to him a place where his family might he secured 
from danger; adding, “that thereby my heart may be set at 
case, and I may face the English with confidence. Then for once, 
by the blessing of God and the fortune of the exalted, the tumult 
_shall be spread to the enrirons of Calcutta, the whole countrj* 
shall be consigned to ashes, and to such distress shall they be 
reduced, that the accounts will not fail to reach you ; but at pre- 
sent this must bo delayed for want of a place of refuge.” To this 
Scindia’s ministers replied, that they could not take such a step 
without an immediate rupture with the Biitish government ; but 
that Chectoo might depend on their utmost aid in secret. In these 
circumstances Lord Hastings considered it indispensable, before 
leaving Scindia’s dominions behind him, to extort his consent to 
such a treatj' as might withdraw from him the means of a hostile 
interposition in the approaching conflict. Colonel Close, the Jlcsi- 
dent at Gwalior, was instructed to demand tliat ho should place 
his troops entirely at the disposal of the governor-general ; tlint 
he should furnish a contingent of 5000 hor.se, and supply funds 
out of which they might he supported; finally, that ho should 
provisionally deliver up the forts of lliiidia and Assccrgliur, ou 
which, to save his honour, hi.s flag would continue to fly. Tlicrc 
was even to he a private understanding, tlnit while the contest 
lasted he should not quit his capital. Scindia manifested the 
most violent opposition, first to the Kngli.sli cnlcring hi.s domin- 
ions at all, and then to the tenns attnclicd to tliat movement ; nor 
was it till Lord Hastings from one quarter, and General DonkiJi 
from another, were c.sch within a clay’s march of his frontier, that 
the treaty was reluctantly signed. 

A negotiation was next opened with Aiiicit Ivhan, and, ns in; 
was a ])rincipal mcmlK;r of tijc confederation, it evas made it Jiri- 
mary article that he should disband (Iio whole of his turlndent 
corps. This demand was .severe, for hn must thereby loci; every- 
thing on which his importance ami |Km'cr had hcen found' d ; but 
in return be was oTered the guarantee of the, territorie-' hcul by 
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nnnunl rains began on (he 25lli I^fny, about ibrco weeks before 
the usnal period. They fell to a dcptli greater by onc-tbird than 
in ordinarj’ years; so (bat, before (be middle of Angust, nearly 
the whole district composing the Delta of (bo Ganges was one 
sheet of water. It was during the distempered state of the air 
thus produced, that (bo malignant cholera broke forth on a scale 
hitherto quite unprecedented. The disease, either in its common 
or riolcnt form, appeared nearly at the .same time in diAercnt parts 
of lleng-al. But it was in Jcssorc, situated in tho tract called the 
Sunderbunds, covered with thick jungle and snrromulcd bj’ stag- 
nant water.-*, (hat it assumed its most alarming aspect. At Cal- 
cutta, during the month of August, many casc.s of common cholera 
bad occurred ; but at the beginning of September it appeared in 
(Imt citj' under its most m.-ilignant type; though whether it was 
imported from Jcssorc, or rose spontaneously under similar cir- 
cninstanccs, is a question not j-et decided. It spared Europeans 
for a few day.s, but began to attack them on the 5th, though with- 
out committing the same dreadful ravages ns in tho native town ; 
yet the register of one of tho life insurance societies cNhibitcd a 
proportion of deaths four times ns great ns in several preceding 
yeans. The malndj’ was dilluscd almost simultaneously through 
tho differcnl cities of Bcng.al, rapidly ascended the Ganges, and 
spread even to tho west of the Jumna; sparing, however, the 
cojnparntivcly elevated territories of Oude and Rohilcund. 

In the beginning of November, in consequence, ns is supposed 
by some, of the arrival of a detachment from the lower province, 
this disease in its most virulent form broke out in the army under 
the immediate command of tho Unrquis of Hastings. Troops on 
a march arc observed to be peculiarly liable to its attack, which 
is imputed to the extremo heat of (ho tents, doubtless combined 
with the great exposure to tho atmosphere. The cholera appeared 
while they were slowly marching through tho low and unhealthy 
district of Bnndclcund, which labours under a singular dcticicncy 
of good water. For about ton days it converted (ho camp into a 
large hospital. All the public establishments being engrossed by 



512 


riN'n.vRRcn tvar, 


Thi« dijordcr first showed itself, in Aiin:nPt 1817, in the zillnh 
of Jcssorc, about sixty miles north-east of Calcutta, in the niarsiiy 
districts which form the Delta of the Ganges. Tlie whole of the 
tract extending along the lower course of that river is intersected 
by numberless br.inchcs of its stream, whence arc derived canals 
and tanks that diflhso the benefit of irrigation almost to every 
field. These artificial channels, however, arc often in bad repair 
and filled with stagnant water, while even the river itself at cer- 
tain seasons has not current sntficient to preserve it.s salubrious 
qualities. Added to this, tho extreme violence of the heat in 
summer, and of the rains in winter, renders the whole of this part 
of Bengal liable to fevers and other climatic disordcra. AVhen 
any of these atmospheric phenomena occur in an extraordinary 
degree, and especially when, by injuring tho cultivated fields, 
they render tho grain scarce and bad, epidemics of the most 
malignant description arc frequently generated. Tlic yc.ars 1815 
and 1816 wore di«tingHi.shod by verj' striking peculiarities of fc.v 
son and weather. In Mixy of the latter year, the heat bcc.imc most 
intense, the thcrmoinofcr rose to ninety-eight degrees in tho shade, 
and various jicrsons, both European and native, fell down dead in 
the streets. A deficiency in the periodical rains was also appre- 
hended till the beginning of September, when there poured down 
a complete deluge, causing a more extensive inundation than was 
rerollcctod by the oldest inhabit.ant. This was followed by attacks 
of low typhus fijver, and of malignant sore throat, — a disorder 
fonncrly nnknonii in that n^gion, but believed on this occasion to 
he contagious. 

The year 1817 was from the first uncommonly moist, and tlio 
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•months penetrated to Gatmandoo, Almora, and other veiy elevated 
positions on the chain of Himalayah, 

The natives, instead of using any rational means of cure or 
prevention, sought to avert the pestilence only by pompous and 
crowded visits to the temples, which increased the danger of com- 
municating the disease ; or by sanguinary proceedings against 
certain persons who were suspected of producing it by witchcraft. 
In the course of the year 1818 it spread through every part of 
India. The report of the Medical Board at Madras contains an in- 
teresting map, showing its track through the Deccan and the south 
by an irregular course, sometimes along the high roads, sometimes 
in cross directions ; but, in the end, leaving scarcely any point of 
importance untouched. It reached Nagpore on the 15th May, — 
Bombay by way of Poonah bn the 14th August, — ^Hydrabad on 
25th July, — Madras on 8th October, — and finally the extreme 
stations of Trivanderam and Palamcottain Januaryl819. Through- 
out these provinces it manifested itself in various degrees of inten- 
sity. In general, however, this dreadful disease seemed to be 
marked rather by its fatal effects, than by the great number who 
were actually attacked.* 

Another unexpected crisis arrested Sir Thomas Hislop with the 
army of the Deccan, just as he had arrived on the frontier of 
Malwa. Intelligence then reached him that Bajee Eao had taken 
up arms and attacked the British residency at Poonah; upon 
which Sir Thomas judged it necessary to fall back, that he might 


' ’ * See Report of Madias and Bomliav Medical Boards. Tlie entire amonnt of coses oc- 
cniiing In the army of Fort St George daring ISIS, the most severe year, was 10S7 ont of 
10,652 Enropeons, and 3314 ont of 58,764 natives. Of the farmer 232, and of the latter 664 
died. In the island of Bombay, winch contains a popnlation of about 210,000, the ascer- 
tained cases were 15,945, of which 14,651 were medically treated, and the deaths among 
these were only 93S, or 6i^ per cent —perhaps the smallest proportion of mortality that has 
anpvhcre been observed. Instances, however, are given of single corps, particnlorly on 
a march, soffering much more severely The 3d battalion of the 30th regiment of native 
Infantry was proceeding to Hydrabad, when of about 1150 men 300 were attached, and 73 
died. The Ist battalion of the 1st regiment, on Its road from Kagpore to Hydrabad, ont of 
1010 men had 167 attached, of whom 64 died. His majesty's 54th regiment, on their way 
from Madras to Bangalore, bad 159 ont of 632 attached, and 54 died. 
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the care of the troops, the numerous camp-followers could not be 
accommodated except in the tents of their masters, who formcil 
also their only attendants. The route over whieh tl\c army 
moved was strewed with the dead and dying ; the bazaars were 
deserted; even those persons whose health was good suflcrcd 
under severe depression of spirits; so that during the whole 
period the efficiency of tliis fine body of men was completely de- 
stroyed. The ttsual bustle and hum of a crowded camp was 
changed into an awful silence, broken only by the groans of the 
sick and lamentations over the dead. In the Kuropcan jvitient 
death usually followed from six to twelve hours after the attack, 
while the sepoy was carried off in about half that interval. Tlits 
malady raged with its utmost furj' from the 15th to the 23d 
Xovember, when it ceased almost at once ; so that the army hav- 
ing reached a more salubrious ctimp, at Krich on the lletwn, 
became rapidly convalescent, and by the commencement of De- 
cember were prepared to enter on the duties of the campaign. 

The loss sustained during this most gloomy crisis was very 
greatly exaggerated. It has been represented even by good 
authorities ns amounting to three, five, or even eight thousand,* 
out of the whole division of ten thousand men. More precise 
sl.atcmcnts by Mr. Prinsep and Mr. Kennedy, derived from per- 
sonal and official knowledge, prove this inaccuracy to have arisen 
from the not taking into account the vast crowd of camp-followers, 
who, in an Indian army, always greatly outnumber the soldiers. 
When the proper distinction is made, it appears that the deaths 
tunong the troops amounted only to 7 (M ; while tlic loss among 
the c.amp-followcr3 was about 8000, whieh did not however exceed 
a tenth of their entire nnml>cr. 

M'e cannot here follow in detail the progress of liiis severe 
ninlady. which made its way in every direction. After liaving 
spared in its first progress the provinces of Oude and Hohilennd, 
it rv.aclicd them in April .and M.ay ISIS, and in l!ie following 
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with nil Ills stnlc-elcpliants nnd ltct{lc-tlnmiSi-“.;JIis nrmy, there- 
fore, no longer nttcinptcd to preserve nny appeiiriince’;pf regularity, 
hut broke into detachments, nnd sought for safdtj'*.'hy fleeing in 
various directions. The greater number endenvourcd to reach the 
corps of Checioo ; nnd, nccordingly, the flnnl dcslniction of that 
warrior apiicnrcd nil that was now neecssniy’ to finish the Pin- 
darreo contest, when there started up another hc-id of the hydra 
which the English were labouring to vanquish. 

The councils of the house of Ilolkar had been involved for some- 
time in the utmost confusion. Jcswnnt Eao, who bad rni.scd that 
family to power, after the unfortunate issue of the war with the Brit- 
ish, became deranged, nnd died in n few years. His heir, Alulhar 
Itao, was a mere boy, and the administration during his minority 
was agitated by the most \'iolcnt dissensions. The chief parties 
were, on one side Toolseo Bhyc, widow to the late Hollcnr, who 
liad been invested with the office of regent ; nnd on the other the 
Patan chiefs, who were strongly attached to the prcdntoiy' system. 
The lady, with the direct view of maint.aining her influence, made 
secret overtures to the English for receiving n subsidiary force. 
This measure was firmly opposed by the lenders just named, wliose 
sentiments were shared by the military in general; nnd the weight 
of their opinions was so strongly felt by the regent, that she did 
not venture to proceed with the negotiation. The chiefs, how- 
ever, being suspicious that something of that nature was still in 
progress, were fired with such indignation, that they seized her 
person, carried her down to the river, nnd put her to death. IVar 
was then only delayed till the comiflction of the necess.nry pre- 
parations. Troops, especially infantry, were collected with the 
utmost diligence, nnd their movements assumed so formidable an 
aspect, that Sir John Malcolm judged it advisable to fall back 
upon the corps of General Ilislop, who, as already mentioned, had 
begun a retrograde movement, but was .again advancing towards 
Poonah. These commanders having eflcctcd a junction, proceeded 
together, and found the native anny strongly posted at Mchid- 
poor, with a steep bank in front, at the foot of which flowed the 
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support tbc reserve corps, and aid in tlio suppression of tliis in- 
surrection. General Keir, who had advanced from Guzerat, was 
induced hy the same information to retreat. But Lord Ilastinsrs 
justly considered that thefortnne of the campaign must ultimately 
depend upon the prompt success of the operations in Central India, 
and conceiving Smith’s force, with another under Pritzler, qnitc 
sufficient at present to overawe the I’eishwa, ordered these cons- 
manders to return without delay to the scene of action. 

The Pindarrccs, as soon as they saw themselves completely en- 
closed by the advancing corps of the British, made no attempt at 
rc.sistance, and studied only how to escape. One party succeeded 
in penetrating into the rear of our army in Bundclcund, where 
thej’ began to commit serious ravages, and were not dispersed 
without some difficulty. Chcctoo, with nearly 8000 men, cffcctinl 
a march westward into the ferriton* of Jlcwar, where ho was as- 
sured of support from several quarters, and had the strong moun- 
tain-fort of Kumulncr ns a refuge for his family. The escape of 
the Pindarrcc chiefs, when so great n force surrounded them, 
Colonel Blacker explains by a reference to the defective means of 
conveyance possessed by the British ; to their having, in the 
dread of encountering a Mahratta army, encumbered thcmscliTs 
with ordnance ; and, .above all, to the agility of the native horses, 
which can pass over the most nigged roads and imcveu ground 
with grc.at speed. Kurreem, with one of his associates, attempted 
to push his way to Gwalior, wlicrc he hoped to find supfiort from 
Scindia, All the passes in this direction, however, were most 
strictly guarded; and a strong corjis was appfiintcd to watch the^ 
motions of that ruler, whoso secret enmity to the British was so 
fully understood. The first that came up with this bwly of Pin- 
darrccs w.as General Marshall, who easily drove them licfuro him. 
They c'capi'd without much lo»s, but were obliged to chango tlu-ir 
direction and march for the, tcrritorj'of .leypore, where they h'';>"d 
to be joined by some of the disbanded troops «jf Amf«>r Khm*. 
On their way thither they were surprised by Of-ncral Oonbia, v.fi > 
gfxrc them .a complete overthrow, capturing tin; wife of Knrri-s-m, 
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resistance, all given up. Major Clarke, having overtaken the 
party under Kurreem during the night, and finding them plunged 
as usual in profound security, delayed the attack till morning, that 
they might derive no advantage from the darkness. He divided 
his corps into two bodies, with one of which he made the charge, 
while the other occupied the only road hy which the enemy could 
retreat. They sustained, accordingly, a complete overthrow, and 
were dispersed in every direction, leaving several of their chiefs 
dc.ad on the field. After sufiering some farther disasters, their 
whole body was reduced to a state truly miserable. Gheetoo and 
his adherents sometimes slept with their horses saddled, and the 
bridles in their hands, that they might be ready for instant flight. 
At length an intimation was circulated, that, in case of uncondi- 
tional surrender, their lives would be spared, and the means of an 
honoorable subsistence secured for the chiefs in some remote dis- 
trict. One after another submitted upon these terms; and at length 
Kurreem, after wandering for some time on foot through the 
jungles, gave himself up, on the 15th February 1818, to Sir John^ 
Malcolm. Cheetoo opened a negotiation; but, on learning the 
small allowance which was to be granted to one whom he thought 
entitled to a jaghire in his native country and a place in the 
British service, he hastily took his departure. He afterwards en- 
countered a variety of distresses, which ended in a manner equally 
dismal and appalling. While lurking in the forests of Asseer- 
ghur, he was devoured by a tiger. His fate excited Ej’^mpathy 
among our oScers, who admired the spirit and intrepidity with 
which he had on all occasions braved the deepest reverses of 
fortrme. 

While the performances on the main theatre of Indian warfare 
were thus brought to a successful close, two separate dramas of a 
subordinate though eventful character were acted on other stages, 
of which the most remarkable occurred at the court of Poonah, 
The Peishws, ever since the last treaty which he was compelled ^ 
sign, had eagerly sought deliverance from a yoke which 
pressed hsavilv upon him ; and the employment of the 
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river Soopm, passalilc only by a single ford. Altbougb tins posWon 
might have been tamed by a circuitons march, ITislop considered 
such an adv.antagc more than connlcrbal.anccil by the impreseion 
which would be produced by pushing on promptly and directly to 
the attach. This mode of proceeding, it has been often observed, 
is better suited than more scientific manceuvres to the genius of 
English troops. A scene then ensued, similar to that which 
usually took place in Jfaliratta battles : the lirilisb regiments 
rnsbing forward with the most daring intrcjjidity in the face of a 
numerous artillery, by which they severely suffered, and at length, 
wlicn they came to a close charge, carrying .all before them. 
They lost 174 killed, and 004 wounded ; there being among the 
former three, and among the latter thirty- five European ofricots. 
'J'hc Mahrattas, thongli they left nOOO on the field, retreated with 
n grc.al part of their army entire: but they abandoned nil the 
artillery ; their courage and confidence were gone ; and tbongb 
tlicir numbers were not greatly ditninislictl, they were no longer 
a regular force. The chiefs therefore at once accepted the offered 
Icnns ; nanicls*, that young Ilolkar should he placed nmler tho 
protection of the Company, who were to nuaintain an auxtli.ary 
force, and to have a contingent of «00f) men at their cli-jiosal ; 
and that certain districts of moderate extent should he crib'd, itot 
for the purpose of being possessed by the confjiierors, but distri- 
buted as rewards to those allies who bad remained faithful during 
the pre-ent contest. 

After losing the support of the Holkar family, the Viiidarrees 
found an unexpected asylum with Jcswtmt Itao, erne of Helndia's 
generals, who occupied scvernl strong camps in the iicighl>ourhoo!l 
of Ilampoora. After several fruitless? Temonstrani'c*, fU’ueral 
JJrown attacked this chie.fiain, reduced bis intrciifliiiients, and 
eddiged him to fiee with only n handful of follov/crs. 

The hopes of the marauders were now n diiced to th-^ lotrf't 
ebb. Flight, they J:ncw not ubitber, bee.aine their otdy 
They bad obt.aincd Kujmdnt;r and other forlre'=s'-3 in the Itejj'i'it 
Icrritorj'j but tbe^e being quickly inw-ted, v-erc, aft'T n rb 'M 
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of the court became more and more manifest, it was judged adris-' 
able to withdraw the troops into a strong defensive position formed 
near the city by an angle of the river Moola; but Mr. Elpbihstone, 
anxious to avoid the imputation of being the aggressor, resolved 
not to quit the residency till be should be driven away by force. 
Threatening notes began to be exchanged ; and on the Sth November 
1817, so sudden an attack was made that the Eesident and his 
suite had scarcely time to mount their horses, when his mansion 
W’as plundered, and all the property, including his books and papers, 
was either carried off or destroyed. 

General Smith, though placed in the rear of the grand army, 
had agreed, if a single day should pass without his hearing from 
Poonah, that he would conclude the communications were inter- 
1 -upted, and hasten thither with his whole brigade. A week, how- 
ever, must necessarily elapse before his arrival, and to keep the 
sepoys in the meantime cooped up in a narrow space, harassed by 
the enemy’s artillery and light horse, would, it was feared, damp 
their courage, and promote that tendency to desertion which had 
already been strongly manifested. Hence the officers determined 
to march out with their small corps and attack their foes, who, to 
the amount of 26,000, were already stationed in front. This move- 
ment was executed promptly, and with such vigour, that though 
the enemy’s horsemen made some desperate charges, and reached 
several times the Hanks of the English brigade, the la!tter finally 
remained masters of the field. They had not indeed done much 
damage to their adversaries; but the intrepidity of their attack, 
and the amount of their success against numbers so vastly superior, 
changed decidedly the moral position of the two armies. When 
General Smith, therefore, on the 13th November, after fighting 
his way through the Peishwa’s cavalrj'^, arrived at Poonah, and 
prepared to attack the Mahratta camp, that prince at once com- 
menced a retreat. He continued it upwards of six months with- 
out intermission, ranging over the wide extent of the Deccan; at 
one time approaching Mysore, at another proceeding nearly to the 
Nerbudda, always distancing his pursuers by the skill and rapidity 
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forces in the Pindarrce campaign offered a templing opportunity to 
reassert liis independence. A little consideration indeed would 
have shown him that this contest could not engage his enemy In?' 
yond a very short period; after which they would find it easy to 
crush such resistance as he or any other of the Mahralta states 
conld create. But the Peishwa, like many other Indian princes, 
though possessed of talent and address, and skilled in j)ursuing 
the ordinary objects of Eastern policy, was incapable of taking a 
comprehensive view of his actual situation. He was encouraged 
by the hatred of the Englisli which he saw ])rcvalcnl among his 
own chiefs, and hj* the general disposition of all the other lc,idcr8 
to unite in a confederacy against that people. 

Por n considerable time he threw an impcnctr.ablc veil over his 
liostilc designs. On intimation being given of an intention to go 
to war with the Pindarrecs, ho professed his cordial concurrence in 
the object, and his desire to co-operate by all the means in his 
power. So great, indeed, was his address, that Sir John Mal- 
colm, an intelligent and veteran iwliticinn, after living at his court 
several days, was completely deceived, and coinmuiiicatod his 
opinion that nothing hostile was to be apprehended from the 
Peishwa. But Mr. Elphinstonc, the ofilcial Ifesident. entcrtaijied 
from the first nu opposite opinion, which w.ns soon fully cfnifinmrd. 
He F-aw that the utmost activity wn* employed in collecting troops, 
tinder the pretext of aiding in the projected war, though for a jmr- 
jtO'C directly opirosilc. At the satne time, the jaghirdars, who 
had been studiously depressed and humlilrd. wen; courted and 
conciliated; while P»ni»oo (»okl.n, an ofneor of disliiigui-hed nhilily, 
who had hitherto been kept in n species of disgrace, was invented 
with the snpreme direction of nfl’airs. A nunieroti* camp was 
formed close to the British ontonmenls, around which the Mali- 
rattn horsemen were seen riding in menaring attitudes, Th<* hrt* 
gr.do commanded by Colonel Burr, the nnioimt of whieli hftd 
fixed with a very undue confidence in the friendly di'fsjdtion ^ f 
the prince, did not exceed thn'c scitoy hait.alions, v.ith a Ennipo-.u 
regiment not vet arrived from Bomhav. Ah the liwilile intcntiiiui 
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British ohlaincd possession of the person of the Kajah of Satara, 
who liad before been a prisoner in the Jiands of bis liral. 

Bajcc Bao still continued bis retreat, of wbicb be* assumed the 
solo charge ; and gave out every morning the direction in wbicb 
the troops were to move, having concealed it till that moment from 
bis most confidential ofiicers. After much and long wandering, 
lie moved northward to the borders of Bcrar and Malwa, whore 
ho partially recruited bis strength by collecting the remains of the 
beaten armies. But be soon found himself hemmed in still more 
closely ; and in pursuing bis march, in the absence of proper infor- 
mation, he met Colonel Adams at the head of a considerable force, 
and could not avoid a battle. He was defeated, with the loss of 
most of his infantry and all his artillery, saving onl}' his horse 
and light troops. He then made an effort to reach the capital of 
Scindia, hoping for aid, or at least protection, from this most 
powerful of the Mahratfa chieftains; but all the passes were 
strictly guarded. His distress became greater every day; his 
followers deserted in vast numbers ; and the English drew their 
nets round him so skilfully that be could not hope long to escape. 
He then opened a correspondence with Sir John Malcolm. After 
some discussion, it was agreed that he. should surrender, and that, 
oil being secured in a pension of eight lacks of rupees (about 
£100,000), he should renounce the dignity of Peishwa, with all 
his claims as a sovereign ; spending the rest of his da 3 ’s in some 
liol}' city at a distance from the seat of bis former dominion. The 
sum was regarded by the Marquis of Hastings as too large; 
though, considering it as the final adjustment with a prince who 
ranked in authority and power above all others at that time in 
India, it does not appear very extravagant. The apprehension 
that his revenue would be employed by him as an instmment for 
regaining his political inflnence has not been realized. He imme- 
diately resigned himself to voluptuous indulgences, to which, it is 
said, he had been always addicted, and sought to drown in them 
every recollection of his former schemes and greatness. 

While the territory of Poonah was agitated by these violent 
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of his march, and crcn passing hclwccn corps advancing from 
opposite quarters. At one time he made himself sure of cutlin*: 
off a division of SOO men dc.«Hncd to reinforce Colonel Tlurr: but 
Captain Staunton the commander, talcing post in the village of 
Corygaum, repulsed v.dth desperate valour, though with severe lose, 
all his atfaeks, and he was at length obliged to desist. 'J'his was 
considered the bravest exploit performed in the whole course of 
the war. The Pcishwa, finding himself now a hopeless fugitive, 
and learning the triumphs of Ids enemy in other quarters, m.aJe 
overtures for a treaty; hoping to he .allowed to n'lain, though in 
a reduced condition, his rank .ns n sovereign, lint the governor- 
general, on ronsidering his long course of hostility, and the 
tnmchcrous attack made at so critic.nl a moment, had deferinined 
to cra'-c his name from the list of Indian princes, and that there 
should he no longer n Pcishwa. Pritnin was to exerci-ie tho 
sovereign sw.ny in all tlio territories which had belonged to him ; 
ibougli, in onicr to soothe in some degree the irritated feelings of 
the M.nhmtta people, the llajah of Satarn, the descendant of 
Sevajee, still deeply venerated even after his long depression, was 
to be restored to some sliare of Ids former digidty. 'i'o fdlow up 
this purpose, General Smitb laid siege to Pafara, wldeh surretidered 
after a short rc-sistancc. The interval nfl'irded a brief re.-pite to 
the TVi«liwa, and lulled his vigilance; so that when this oftleer 
had pushed on by forced marches, at the he.nd of a division of light 
horse, be arrived unobserved within be.ariiigof tlif Mabratta kcttle- 
drutiis. Concealed for some time by the brow of a bill, be n)ipe.ire>l 
on its summit to the astonWiincnt of the Indian leader^, 'fh'' 
fallen prince forthwith left the field with Ids nftrndants; hut 
Gokla determined to hazard a battle rather than saerifif<* n<'arly 


the whole of his baggage. He made the nitnek with tho greatc't 
vigour, and h.ad succeeded in throwing part of tin* c.avalry into 
lornc confusion, svhen he fell inort.ally wounded. His death v.a? 


regretted even hy the English, since Ids I'uiidty to lledr i!-!!!”:! 
atid zerd for the ii!d''jK'ndefice of his own, had li*’-''n t.uiijss'o d tsith 
honour and hninnuuy. The whfib; firitiy jiu!r,rdiat<dy f! ' h «*’•'* rii'; 
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rising al each extremity into low hills, which were hastily occn- 
pied as defensive posts. At sunset the piquets were fired npon 
by the Arab infantry, and soon after a general discharge of artil- 
lery was opened npon all the positions, parlicul.'irly those on the 
smaller eminence. This was continued till two in the morning 
with considerable effect, the first oflicer in command on that station 
being hilled, .nnd the second wounded. ThcilCnglisli, during the 
remainder of the night, made the best preparations in their power 
against the more serious attach which was anticipated in the mom • 
ing ; and accordingly, at dayhrc.ah, the charge was i-cncwcd with 
increased fury. At ton a tumbril burst on the lower hill, which 
threw the troops into some confusion; the Arabs rushed on with 
loud cries, the sepoys were seized with panic and fled, abandoning 
the guns and the wounded, who were immediately put to the 
sword. The enemy then began a heavj* fire on the larger hill, 
when several ofticers fell, and among them Mr. Sotheby, the Kesi- 
dent’s assistant, a young man of distinguished merit, while ho was 
cadcavouring to rally and restore the courage of his men. The 
dismay of the troops, the cries of the women nnd children, the 
vast numbers nnd increasing confidence of the enemy, seemed to 
portend the most fat.al result. Yet, even then, resources were 
found in llritish flmmess .and courage. Captain Fitzgerald, who 
h.ad withdrawn the cavalrj’ within the residency-grounds, seeing 
the crilic.al state of the infantry, nnd the fire already extending to 
his st.ation, felt that ntrains could be retrieved only by one of those 
bold attacks which a native army can sc.arccly ever resist, lie 
accordingly led his few horsemen to the charge, drove everything 
before him, look two guns nnd turned them against the enemy. 
The troops on the other hill, animated by this example, resumed 
courage, and, raising loud shouts, opened a brisk fire on the assail- 
ants. A party dashed across to the smaller elevation, from which 
the Rajah’s followers were driven in their turn, and about noon 
were repulsed at every point. Yet the British had lost a fourth of 
their number, nnd their ammunition wa.s nearly expended, so that 
had Appa persevered, ho must have finally succeeded in cutting 
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commotions, a scene almost exactly similar was passinp at yajj. 
pore. Appa Salicb had invited tlic llriti-sh troops with the solo 
view of maintaining his own situation ns regent ; and so long ns 
lie judged them ncccs«ary for that object he remained faithful. 
At length he got rid by assassination of the young prince, and 
jdaced himself on the ffiiddre, as the seal was called, to rrhich the 
dignity of rajah was attached, lie then considered himself imlc* 
pendent of foreign aid, and began to regard it with the dislike so 
generally felt by all persons in his condition, lie was thus led 
to enter into that confederacy against the Critish power which 
was fonned among the Mahratta chiefs in consequence of the Pin- 
darree war; and was observed also to cany on nn active corre- 
spondence with the Pcishwa while the latter was innfnring his plans 
of aggression. The first trc.aty which that prince was compelled 
to sign greatly abated the courage of his ally, which was revived, 
however, by the intelligence of his having again taken up anns 
and attacked the English subsidiary force. The subsequent n tn.'a: 
of Ilnjcc llao threw him into much licsitation and uncert.'iinly, 
though at length it resulted in the Ijnzardons detennin.ation to 
follow his example. On the 21th November Mr. .Ien!,in«, 
the Itritish Itesidcnt, was invited to see his highness invc’Ii'd with 
n dress of honour ; having assumed the Jurre or golden 

streamer, nn cmhlerii of high command, both of which had Ik'cu 
transmitted by the IVi'hw.i, Our countryman declined attend* 
Jincc, not without expressing imlignation at the IlajahV .accejit.'uice 
of these honours at such a moment; and, indeed, it ceertH to liavc 
hten nn imjmidcnt and premnture in^tilt, by which the fonqianyV 
servants were wanicd of njqiroacliing danger. 

The .subsidiary force then stationed at Nagp^ire was very rmall. 

It con-isted onlv of two battalions of n.ative infsntrv. with di mch- 

» • 

ments of cavalry and artillery; and the whole, Indfig irmeh redufed 
by siektu-*, did not amount to 1-I0i> men. The Paj.ih’s army, on 
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v.ifJi the lliniian entilin', whicli, after roniu virisMtmh’.'t, was com* 
jtlett'ly pucrc'-ftih and the Company acquired a con''ider.nli!o 
addition of territory on the ea'-tern coaFt of tlic Hay of Hcnijal. 
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oft the (Icfachnient, — an event which would have, produced tlic 
strongcit sensation over all India. IJnl he roiuaincd inseJive, 
while reinforcements poured in to hi.s ant.agonisls from every 
quarter. On the 12th Dcccmher, for C-vamplej Ooveton arrived 
with the strong reserve under his command, and it then bcMiiio 
impossible for Appa S.nhcb to hope for success; he had .already 
obtained an armi.slice, and now inquired as to the terms on which 
•a final accommodation might be eficctcd. Mr. Jenkins rejdied 
that notliing would be accepted short of entire .submission, — :ho 
disbanding of bi.s troop.s, the delivering up of all his forts and 
artillery, and his own prc.scnco as a hostage at the JJritish n\si- 
dcncy. It wa.«, however, intimated, that, on his complying fully 
with thc.=c requisitions, he would be rc.storcd to nearly his former 
condition, being required only to maintain a sabsitlmry force, and 
submit to a ccrt.ain degree of control. "When the troops, however, 
marched into Isagporc to t.akc po5scs.sion of the ordnance, they 
were saluted with a hot fire, and suftered some loss before they 
could seize the guns and compel the Arabs, who took the chief 
p.irt in this rc5i«t.ancc, to retire within the fort. A.s tliey refused 
to surrender, .a siege was immcdi.ntcly commenced, and a prae- 
ticahlc hrc.'ich apjio.arcd to h.ave been made in the gale; but when 
the a‘:'i.iult was given, it was found to be so Kccured by interior 
wall®, that the Ihigli.'-h were obliged to rclre.it with rotr.idcrable. 
damage. Preparations were then made to invest the place on n 
more regular plan ; hut tlie garrison, sati.sficd willi the di-qil.ay of 
valour which they had already made, c.apitulated on conditi ui •>! 
Is'ing allowed to march out with theirbaggage and private projv.Tty. 

As none of the.se trans.actions could be brought home to .-Vpj'a 


.‘'aheli, he was not made re.^ponsible for them; wh'-refan* on tli>' 
snrreiidcr of Xagpirc he was Hliemtcd, and received notice nf tia’ 
terms on which he might retain his scat on the gudihe, 'Ihc'C 
coHMsted in Ids being placed entirely on the same footing witli the 


Xiznm; having his military fon’e .■mhj'Ttcd to the conlro! u! tnn 
f oini>any, and even Ids mlni'ters appointed by tb-m. 1 1.>' U’i'h 
only .’0 far f.vprc •■'Csl Id'- di^'ati-.faction a' to oficr to rc;!>'c r-b 
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his tcmporarj- possession of power in the interval after Lord 
Hastings’ departure. Influenced by these and other motives, the 
Company, in 1S2G, determined to recall his lordship, who left 
India in the following year. Having ultimately aftbrded much 
greater latitude to public discussion, and being in his general con- 
duct very amiable, ho had acquired considerable popularity. He was 
created viscount and earl, and the Courts of Directors and Pro- 
prietors passed votes of thanks to him by large majorities, though 
not without some warm discussion. 

In July 1827, Lord William Pentinck was sworn in as the 
now governor-general. His election was pcculiarl}' acceptable to 
]ilr. Canning, then premier, but who died before his departure. 
His lordship was understood to go out with the intention of intro- 
ducing a liberal and cconomic.’il system, which was now con- 
sidered desirable. lie arrived on the 2d July 1828, and soon 
after set out on a tour to the upper promnccs, in order to survey 
the state of aft’airs, and endeavour to cement the relations of amity 
with the neighbouring independent princes. A visit was paid to 
Scindia’s family at Gwalior, and some time was spent at Ajmero, 
where the llajpoot chiefs Avere invited either to visit him, or to 
send ambassadors. Extensive military reductions Avere made, 
particularly on the flcld-allowancc called batta, AA’hich excited a 
great deal of discontent among the officers, Avho Avero affected by 
the now regulations. No general conflict took place during Lord 
Bentinck’s administration, but some partial disturbances agitated 
the ruder borders of our Indian possessions. 

In 1832 and the following year, considerable annoyance was 
sust.*iiucd from a tribe named Chooars, inhabiting the jungly tracts 
on the eastern limits of Bengal. An extensbrn contraband trade 
in salt, faA'oured by this situation, gave them the habit of acting 
in large bodies, which they soon improved into an exten.sive and 
organized system of plunder. Individuals of high distinction were 
strongly suspected of exciting and supporting them ; though this 
could not be legally proved. The ostensible lender was Gunga- 
narain, chief of a small village in a hill-pass, Avhose house Avas, 
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Ap this contest, hovverer, was carricil on entirely beyoml the limits 
of India Proper, it docs not belong to the subject of the present work. 

But in 1S25 an important event occurred in the- interior cf 
Inui. 1 . After the death of the Rajah of Bhwrfporc in that year, 
his legitimate heir, Bulminl Singh, being dethroned by Pwtjun 
Sal, his cousin, applied for aid to Sir David Ochtcrlony, then 
Resident nt Delhi. That ofacer embraced the prince'.s catup; hut 
bis conduct in doing so w.as disavowal by the govcnior-gcncral, 
who, at this crisis, showed n disposition to proceed upon the old 
principle of non-intcrfcrcncc. Farther information, however, in- 
duced him to change this intention, and Lord Combcrmerc was 
ordered to march upon the city and expel the usurper. This nlde 
commander, accordingly, tvith 25,000 men and nn ample train 
of artillery, proceeded to attack that celebrated stronghold. The 
siege was begun on the 23d December; but it was soon found 
that cannon-shot could not pcnclr.ate mud-walls sixty feet ihtck, 
and that it would be nccessarj* to employ ininin,'; operations. 
By means of these a brc.ncli was effected on the 17th .Inmnry 
1S2C ; (ho assault was given next morning, ntid after a gallant 
defence of two hours, in which many veterans who had trium- 
phantly fought in the former siege took nn active part, (he jilare. 
wn^ carried. Doorjun was made j)risoucr; and there P-iuaincd no 
longer in Ilindo.-'tan a fortre‘:s that had succc sfiilly defied tlx* 
nriti<h anns, While this coiifiiet lasted, a general ferment was 
ob-cn'ablc among the surrounding principalities; and Rl-ihoji 
Heber doubts not, that bad the attack f.iiled, tbu wliole country 
wc.stnard of the .lunin.a would have risen in arms, nt len«t r ) fir 
as to re-nmc tbc predatory .system of warfare. 'I’lii* triumph, 
however, checked the disposition to revolt, and oonijiletcly eon- 
firnu'd tlic supremacy of Hrit.ain. 

Lord .\j:iher.'l‘i conduct both in the Birman and Tthurtp'ire 
contc-.ts, was the aubjeet of .severe criticism .at home, c 'iv^cl.dly 


by the LilK'ral party, who had by that time acfjuirc.l great if!t:u ' 
CT’.-v. They particularly conijilaiimd of hi* has'ing rontirm-'-d if." 
> vere rc.tricti.ons on the pre's introdimed by ,^Ir. Ad’fi-', duru.;* 
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tlml they !shi«iM l»'* pivcij dji, nml on tliin being rofiiscd, nddrcsswl 
Ictlers of nil in'^tiUiiig (oiior lo ibo Mmlrnf jiniiitlciicv niid the 
govcrnor-gi'iiernl. One of llic conijiaiiy V M-n'snits being sent to 
treat uJtb biin, wa« put iimlrr ronfinenietil, and bis release refused. 
Ho was act':i,-ed al the mine time of Imving ne-iinied an attitude 
of bestility against ns. and of receiving and eneonraging onr 
avowisl eiu’inic.s : on wliicb grounds a proclaination was issued on 
tlic 1st April 1S3I fnun Calcnttii, dejmsing him from the ofiicc 
of mjab, .and annonneing that n fori'e was about lo enter and lalic 
possesvion of bi* territory. 

This countiy’. as to its cap.'icity of roping with tlie liritisli 
power, migbt, fntin the finall nnituinl of its poptilalinii, Imvc been 
considered ns utterly contemptible. Tbe. cxtrcnic diflieiiUy of tlic 
gnuitid, however, composed nltogotbcr of lofty mmtnlain.s, covered 
svitb the tbicbest and nii)>t cnt.niiglrtl jungle, deftnided by a race 
of drlennincd valour, gave to it n somcwlmt serious diameter. A 
force of (1000 men was placed under Jlrigndicr I.itulsay, in wboin 
wis vested ibo snpn’mc command of the cxpcililion ; and niardi- 
ing from Mysom with the main Wly, be cnictvd Coorg on the IkI 
April. Tbe troops were barnssed by the difilenltics of tlio ro.ad, 
wbicb were miicli incn'a<cd by large tivcs cut down and laid 
across it, so that they could sc.arccly nccninplisli above five iniies 
in fourtren lionrs. The enemy, however, did not venture to 
cnctimitCT him, and all the stoclindcs were found deserted. On 
tbe dtli the army entered %viibout resistance Mnd.'dcerry, the 
capital, on wbicli the Ilritisb flag %vas displayed. Tlio campaign 
lliii® seemed to have been easily and trimnpbnnily lenninnted ; and 
yet it aeqnimd a soinewbat disastrous cbaraclcr, from the opera- 
tions of three other dctncbiiicnts wbicb entered the territory at 
difierent jioints. Owning that wc may not Ii.avc full means of 
judging, wc yet cannot help calling in question the policy of send- 
ing so many separate and nnconncctcd bodies into the hc.art of so 
difiienlt a country. There was cverj' ground lo presume that the 
reduction of tlio capital would carry with it that of tiio whole dis- 
trict, as it actually did ; and even Imd it been otlicrwisc, these 



5o3 


rfSDAnr.KK wav.. 


onlv n clav caificc, s\irro!ir.il-:il bv sbcds Mvercd whli g^rA=s. I'h? 
dcprc'litions 'were af length cornHutted cn sj great a scale, anj 
with .^ach iinpiiniSy, that it became ncco'.'snry to cater into na 
avonred war against tb.em. I'oar regiments and a large body cf 
irregulars were at one time employed, yet found imteh ditliculty 
in putting datm these marauders. Giinga-naraiti, v.no iirivr 
appeared at the head of more thati 400 men, \vn< repentodly 
defeated ; tlic Chooar fortresses Tvcrc successively taken and de- 
stroyed ; yet the pillagers still lurked under the tiiiek wer of 
their entangled forests. At length their daring cajd.-iin \va'' killed 
ill a casual encounter with another tribe, after which his fidlower-s 
mostly dispersed, and did not again muster in any forinid.iMe 
numbers. 

Ab-out the same time, the hill-country behind the (’Irears he* 
came the scene of some serious disturbance.*; for in th.e-e nigged 
tracts, bands of robbers had begun to a‘‘scmble and plunder the 
lower districts. Gradually they were organized into tno great 
bodies c.nlled Fittoorydar.s, assuming the .aspect of an iri-urrt cti.iii, 
which was understood to be fomented by some great reniindarv 
families. The first detachment sent to attaek their priiicipaf 
stronghold v.as repulsed with the loss of .about fifteeu no n kiU>-d 
and wouiiled. Ileinforcemcnts having brought up, the 

in'Urgents evacuated the fort; and they ivere tlum hunted from 
place to place, being disjicr.scd chiefly by suqiri ^es, to 'ohleh tln lr 
incautious svstem rendered thorn nbvr.vs liable. At length revend 

their leaders Ijcing taken and c-’cectued, the di-lrict was re^tt-rod 
to a -t.ato of trai'.ijuillity. 

In 18;<1 a more teriuas contc-t aro-e on the birders of tl 
Me.drr.’s pre-:der,cy. The Cwrg llajah, ns we had firne-rly 
»!>in to liientioi), was an ftttach<-d nllv of the firitish, nod },.td 

given material aid in the con-p!'*-'; of My/ore; b-.!*, t!: 

ha 1 r.atv th'-eend- d to his son, « visdi'Tii and tyrivnii'Ml y.i'iin, eho 
had cxerrio-d sac!i e.rec"’Ivc mi'-ltifs in hi’ own f-.i-.JK, lh*-t les 
'i't-r aid her l.nd'atid cbTiged i>> fh'e *'• i!i* 1-ogh'h f - 
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on Iiinisclf, and was followed by tlie whole detachment. An 
impetuous assault was then commenced against the stockade ; hut 
being in a great measure built of stone, it baffled every attempt, 
while a most mm'derous' fire issued from it against our country- 
men. IMill was shot dead on the spot, and several, while vainly 
attempting to rescue his body, fell around him. Major Bird then 
determined to withdraw the party, and, with little additional loss, 
brought it under cover. In this most unfortunate affair about 
forty-eight were killed, including three officers, and 118 wounded. 

Another column, under Lieutenant-Colonel Jackson, advanced 
from iMangnlorc upon a position named Bullary Pett ; and this 
officer, learning that there was a strong stockade five miles in 
front of him, sent Captain Noble ^rith a detachment to reconnoitre 
it. The latter made his way through a narrow and winding path, 
tiU he arrived in front of the barrier ; and having completed his 
reconnaissance, he began his return, when a running fire was 
instantly commenced from among the bushes. His party con- 
tinued exposed during the whole of their retreat to this assault 
from an invisible foe, whom they could neither elude nor repel ; 
and the casualties amounted to thirty killed and thirty-six wounded. 

Colonel Jackson, after considering this loss, and the reported 
strength of the position, thought it impossible to attempt carrying 
the stockade without further reinforcements, and fell back upon 
Coombla. This transaction was at first made a subject of official 
inquiry, but was ultimately decided to have arisen from inevitable 
cu'cumstanccs, without any reproach on the commander. 

The wai', as formerly observed, was already decided by the 
primary movement of the main body upon the capital, where the 
Rajah, in no degree emulating the courage of many of his subjects, 
did not even attempt resistance. On the 1 1th April he entered 
Mudakerry in pomp, with about 2000 attendants, mostly unarmed, 
and fifty palanquins containing his female establishment. He 
then surrendered himself, in the hope probably of being reinstated 
on certain conditions. But the British had already formed their 
determination ; his territory was annexed to their dominion ; and 
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subortlinate post? could scarcely have failed scon to follow (be fate 
of the Icadiiic: one. 

Colonel Foul??, marching from Cananore. on the western coa-t, 
approached, on the 2d April, the entrance of the llugul Chant, 
the principal opening from this side. The enemy ha<l fortitlcd it 
trith three successive stochadcs, n? well as with hreastworJes .-.nil 
felled trees at every hundred yanls. Tlieir posts were driven in, 
and on the 3d, at six in the morning, the attack began, 'fhe first 
stockade was carried with trifling loss; but from that time till 
four in the afternoon, a scries of very hard conflicts w,as main- 
tained in cartying the successive barriers, which the enemy 
defended with vigour, carr_ving on at the same time a cotstimsevl 
skirmishing from the wood. The last stockade was otily captiire l 
bv attacking it in reverse .as well as in flank. Next dav, a« the 
colonel continued to .adv.anco, a flag of truce appeanal bearing a pro. 
posal from the rajah for a suspension of anas, lie n plicd, that if 
the Coorg troops did not fire, his would also abstain from doing -fi; 
hut that nothing should prevent him from passing tliomgh tJi*' 
CJhaut. Ife accordingly effocted this march without oppo-ittnn, nnd 
on the aftcnioon .arrived at Ilugul. His service v.’as now i'otnph’te.l, 
v.ith the loss of twelve killed and thirty-six wmmded; Imt mno!'" 
the former was Idcutenant Ik.-kine, a verj' promidng young r.r:it--r. 

At the ‘'ame time, Folonel W.angh, from the north, ndvntsrrd 
upon a fortified jhodtion named lUiek, se.atal on the brow of r. 
sleep a'-cent, and r,cces-<ilil« only by a narrow d<‘lile through a 
den*-'.' Jungle. 'I'he, assailing party w.as dlvjib-d ittlo iwit, wh’> 
wen- eneh to make a detour nnd take the st.-s-kade in fianl t 


hut b.dng misl'-d, it is said, by native gniih s tiiey h-'.th m> t ha 
fr.>:i! Ilf that harrier, \Vith eharrr’.eristic valm.ir tle-y rnd;.-'! 
f)rwenl to the attach; hut the place wa< to ttr-mg nr. 1 r > 
vigorou-ly def.-ndi'd, that all their efforts v-ere vain, and (i.- ir 


rank'* wen; thinn-d by a tao-.t dcstntrtive fire. >*/Tl 
itig this re-i=ta!;ec, the commander directed <■.. I 

Mill to rer-.d part of !ii< firet- to 'Upi.ort t!.e fti'rn.isur-J-'J'y 1 
ir;<!:ieili t{i ly that ofi-c-r, jicpin-d by a t(K»-ari;e!;t ‘..il- er, h’d *1 *•’ 
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nirut v.'ns luntlr, under tlic medtntion of tlio Ivc^idcnt, tint .Tliiind- 
l;oo Rao fliould 1)0 placed on the nuj'Jmtd, and aclcno^Ylcdgcd hy 
Rritain ; while the regent !%hould retire iinniolcpted to Dholapoor. 
There she Mill attempted to make a Mnnd ; hut being closely 
invented and reduced to great diiilress, she at length surrendered, 
was allowed a revenun of ten lacks of nipces, and took up her 
residence near Futtyghur. The Company in this ease proceeded 
on the principle of non-interference, and of acknowledging the 
sovereign de /ado, whoever he might he. Yet this conduct was 
eriticised hy some, who considered the change unfavoumhle, to our 
intcrt'sis. from' a fem.alc ndcr of pncitic habits, to a military 
government with a violent and ambitious young man at its hcifil. 
In fact, some serious disturbances followed, both in the dnrbar and 
army, in which Writish interests and wishes were not much rc- 
ganlcd ; however, Jhundkoo displayed a degree of vigour which 
enabled him at last to establish an uncontndled authority. 

An affair of a more, serious aspect snoti after arose with Maun 
Ping, rtijah of .Tottdpore, who had been restored to power by the 
governor-general on the footing of a subsidiary and dependent 
ruler. He was considered, however, to have by no means duly 
fulfilled the conditions of his tenure; and having absented him- 
self from the congress of Rajpoot jirinces, who assembled at 
Ajincro in 1S"2 to meet Lord 'William llcntinck, bo could not be 
viewed as showing a friendly or respectful disposition. Resides, 
he had allowed the tribute to fall more than two years in arrear ; 
he bad given shelter to b.ands of marauders, and bad refused, 
when c.allcd upon, to assist in putting down olhcr.s. When re- 
monstrances were made ng.ainst these proceedings, his answers 
indicated no desire to comply or act according to bis professed 
obligations ; and it w.as therefore determined to march ng.ainst 
him a force which might either compel unqualified submission, or 
dethrone, him. For this purpose 10,000 men were ordered to 
assemble at Nusscrabad on the 20lh October 183-1 ; but ho had 
no sooner learned that mattcr.s were coming to so serious a crisis, 
than he sent a deputation of thirty persons, with a numerous 
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ihc receiving oalv nn .'\Uow.nncc to sapper* .n sr.itaMe 

hoti?clioM, wr.? removed to Bangalore. Prirc-monev to the amount 
of thirteen lr.ck.- of rupees ■was distributed among the .-.nnv. 

It is uccessarr now to turn oar attention to .another part of the 
coantrr. Gwalior being the most powerful of the inde|H;tider.t 
states now remaining, its interior movements were regarded as of 
considerable imjwrtancc. Dowlut Rao .Scindia having died, left 
the regenev in the hands of his widow, the Baiza Bpe ; and that 
ladv, to ensure n male successor to the throne, a? none liad h'ea 
left by her husband, adopted a youth under the name of JhmvlkM 
Rao, and the title of Maharaja. Tliis young man. on eorning of 
age, .aspired to the actual possession of the supreme pawer, \vhieh 
the Bye Wits by no me.ans inclined to grant; while he, without 
any regard to his obligations to th.at lady, dctcniiinrd to ipe e •.■e.-y 
means of enforcing his cl.aim. "When the governor-general vi dtr.1 
the capital, he. solicited his aid to place hini.«elf njiou the mti>nt:d. 
Lonl Willi.ain, however, intimated, that Ow.nlter l»oing an inde- 
pendent state, the British government could by no means inter* 
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off his influence, had secretly murdered him. Amid the feiment 
thus occasioned, the British Besident interposed, and procured 
the removal of Jotaram, and the transference of the government 
to a regency, — measures which appeared entirely accordant with 
public feeling. Soon, however, a jealousy was entertained that 
public affairs were placed entirely under the dictation of a few 
foreigners, and a feeling of enmity arose, which broke forth fatally 
on the following occasion : — On the 4th June 1835, Major Alves, 
the Resident, with Mr. Blake, Cornet Maenaghten, and Lieutenant 
Ludlow, had an interview with the Myesaheb or dowager-princess. 
After taking leave, as the first-mentioned gentleman was mount- 
ing his elephant, a man rushed out of the crowd with a drawn 
sword, and inflicted three wounds, one in the forehead ; hut these 
being immediately dressed, he was placed in a palanquin, and 
conveyed home in safety. The assassin having been seized, Mr. 
Blake undertook to conduct him to the place of confinement ; hut 
as he proceeded, the cry was raised, “ The Feringees have shed 
blood in the palace ! ” A crowd instantly assembled, who are 
said to have been joined by many of the police; stones were 
thrown, and attempts made to stop Mr. Blake by maiming his 
elephant. He reached, however, the city gate, which\was found 
shut, whereupon he turned back, and sought shelter in a mundur 
or temple, which was then fastened on the inside ; but the multi- 
tude burst in, and he fell pierced by numerous wounds. He is 
said to have been a verj’- promising ofBcer, and generally popular 
among the natives. IMacnaghten, by galloping in another direc- 
tion through the crowd, though assailed by stones and other 
missiles, reached the residency in safety. The government dis- 
owned all knowledge of this outrage, though five individuals, 
whoso guilt was clearly proved, were condemned and executed. 
Suspicion, however, soon fell upon Jotaram, the late minister, 
and after long preparation, he and several grandees connected with 
him were brought to trial before a native jury. Being found guilty 
of instigating and abetting the crime, sentence of death was pro- 
nounced upon them; but it was commuted to exile and imprisonment. 
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nttontlancf. lo Ajmcro, to trcnt with the ro-Mcnt« tliore. Major 
Alves mill t’nptnin 'J*rovely.in. The envoys inndo lavi-th profe<« 
sions of their master’s attnehment to Hritain, nrul rcirret at havisj" 
given offenco. M’hcn informed, however, that no deelaratloni 
would he esteemed of any value, nnless follow«'d uj> hy certain 
specific actions, namely, the iinnicdinfe delivery of the refiipeei:, 
and payment of a larjre Bum of money, they made many aixdo'tics 
and showed an extreme anxiety to avoid comj'linnoe. lint on 
inqtilrinp what altcniativc awaited the llnjiiti, and being infonned 
that he would ho forthwith dethroned, they showed the ntim^t 
concteniation, and solicited a delay of at least two days. At the 
end of that time, after .‘•omc farther attempts to parry the hlow, 
they finally yielded an nnqtmlificd submission ; and the storm 
which threatened the peace of Western India was thus averted. 

A part of the, force pn'jiared for this expiHlilioti was immi'diately 
after employed against the Shehhawattee.s, a nido trihe wenpying 
the almost do«crt territory westward of Knjpotdann. A niunh'-r 
of these pity chiefs has been iiecu'itoined to snhdsl hy plundering 
the ncighhoiiring districts, and when thc«e were, held by native 
piiwers this nn* reg;inle»I ns a mailer of course. 1/aviog now, 
however, come, into contart with the ronip.any’s terrilorj', they 
eontinned towards it the .same system of indiserinilnate inarandin'.:, 
and yet when the Ilriti-di fnree under (lenend .Steven oa niarehed 
into the eoiintry, no nftemjit had been made fisr mi organt/ed n-.- 
si'fai'ce. The forts of the frt'chooter;' were. rn".ed to the ground, 
the d!-*rict of H.amhhnr was maiiied ns “renritv for llie exp' roi'i, 
and a th't-'chnienf left to overawe, the rirh* natives. 



AND CONQTTEST OP THE MAHEATTAS. 


539’ 


intelligence of Lord "William’s resignation, the Court of Directors 
unanimouslj' nominated Lord Heytesbury, a choice which was 
cordiall}’- sanctioned by Sir Eohert Peel and the Duke of Wel- 
lington, then ministers. The proceedings in Paidiament, however, 
soon led to their resignation, and the accession to power of the 
Whig party, who, deeming it important to have a governor-general 
whose views accorded with their own, annulled the appointment. 
The Directors, though the}' expressed some dissatisfaction at this 
change, finally concurred in the nomination of Lord Auckland, who 
Avas entirely acceptable to ministers. On the 4th March 1836 his 
lordship landed at Calcutta, and assumed the reins of government 

About this time another mountain-struggle occurred in a terri- 
tory named Goomsoor, inhabited by a peculiar race named Khonds, 
who had remained nearly independent Their Enjah having shown 
a refractory spirit, a considerable force was despatched against him ; 
and the troops, on reaching the summit of the Alpine chain, were 
surprised to see an extensive and fertile tract of country covered 
with fine villages in romantic situations. Little serious resistance 
was encountered; Goomsoor and the principal forts soon fell; the 
Eajah, and afterwards his son, submitted; yet a number of detached 
chieftains, exercising a sort of feudal power over vassals devotedly 
attached to them, kept up for a time a desultory resistance. In one 
skirmish two British ofiicers were killed. Tlie prolongation, too, of 
tlie war in a country filled with jungle and marshy districts, caused 
severe sickness among the troops, and two campaigns elapsed 
before this hold tribe could he brought under full subjection. 

A considerable sensation was excited in 1837 by the succession 
to the throne of Oude, the most important dependency of the 
Bengal government; an event the prospect of which had for some 
years attracted attention, as the king’s infirmities indicated that 
the throne would soon become vacant. That weak prince had 
acknou'ledged as his sons two youths, Kywan Jah and Moonah 
Jaun; but the general belief was, that he had acted under the 
influence of certain females, and that they were not his children. 
He himself finally made a declaration to that effect, and, afier'"^ 
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r.zs 

A etmrjg fcnsntion r.'a^ csu«c«? in ^ffirch IfJ.'!," Iiy Oir 
TiaJion of >rr. Fra'cr, co;nnu*<mrr ori<i npcnt of tb.c 5r:\t;rr.">r- 
tj'oncml St Delhi. A? ho «■»« ndln^ out l.ito one* cveninr. n mrt 
ro’ic np o'; if to .epc.ik to him, mpidly flischr.rgcd tbree 
tlsroTigh Iii« hrly. r.nd gallop-^d oiT. Aft^r Fomo time, tiiri ‘i:;b 
the cvlfjor.ee of on p.ceomplice. the crime w.-.' hronght home, 
only to Knrrcem, the acttinl tnwnlcrcr, Imt to .n n.vJvc chieffAirr. 
th'’ of Fcroircpore, by trlmm lie hr.>l been ernployctT, Iloth. 

nrero conflemne;!. find imdermenl the extreme Fcntcnee of ti:-"* Ir.v-. 
The execution of the fonucr vn* nttended by n vn^t con‘'M!r.:‘' of 
nr.livC', who, though kept in nwc by nn .intivd foree, di'-p’eyed 
.1 decided Fympnthy in his fnvonr. It i» Fomewln*. nnplcn^nr.t to 
lenrn the.t he wr.s t’len in n manner canoniiu-tl by them: t!;.-!*, fii< 
errave was xi^ited bv creal number?, who famr 5ongs r.nd ?*.n-a‘?d 
flower? over if. The linjah was oxcented without the gate-!, « b'eh 
were «hnt, and any large nttendanre of the people w.^? thereby 
prevented. 
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brother, who urged that, as tlieir father, if alive, would have suc- 
ceeded, they ought to inherit in his stead. This question, however, 
had c.arly attracted the attention of tho Indian government, who, 
after much consideration and rcfcrcnco to high authorities, as well 
as precedents (among which was that of tho present King of 
Delhi), had concluded that, according to the principles of tho 
Sconce sect, a son cannot succeed to rights or property to which 
his father was heir, if ho died before coming into actual possession. 
In this case, the inheritance goes to a brother. A curious contest 
•also arose between tho two princes ns to which was the elder; 
though, as both were excluded, there was no need to discuss this 
question. One of them spent a considerable time in England, 
but without being able to obtain any attention cither from Parlia- 
ment or tho Company. 

Another political change, somewhat similar, excited a great 
interest in India. The Paj.ah of Sat.ara, lineal descendant of 
Sevajee, tho warlike founder of the 5I.ahrntta dynasty, had, as 
formerly mentioned, been dnawn from tho prison into which the 
Pcishwa and the other chiefs Imd thrown Ijirn, and invested, not 
indeed with tlic wide dominions of his house, but with a certain 
extent of valuable territory. lie held it, however, under tho 
avowed stipulation of p.aj’ing the greatest deference to the .advice 
of tho English Pcsident, and holding no intercourse with foreign 
states through any other cluanncl. For several ye.ars he gave 
the highest satisfaction, showing the most cordial attachment to 
tho British government, and exerting himself with diligence, 
unfortunately not usu.al among Indian princes, to promote the 
prosperity of his subjects. At length he began to show strong 
symptoms of an intriguing spirit; and about 1S3G, the charges 
ag.ainst him assumed a definite form, being resolved into three 
hc.ads : — 1 . That he had been guiltj’ of an attempt to seduce cer- 
tain n.ative officers from their allegiance to the Company. 2. 
That he had carried on a trc.asonable correspondence with Appa 
Sahib, then a refugee at Joudpore. 3. That he had maintained 
a similar intercourse with the Portuguese governor of Goa. After 



510 


riNnAnr.rc wak. 


good (IcaI of considcrnltoii, llic l»ritlsli sHthorhio-* detcmiitiO'-l to 
Sit tliciii nsMo, !inil to sii]>j)ort KtisrCcr-ood-Dowlali, Ins jnnjo-lv*# 
oldest surviving uncle. v1h>, ntx'onling to tlic jhtcnliar tcn.'r of 
Mobarnnu'dr.n lave, was co!j>5dercd the legal heir. Hut the I’mlsha 
Hegtsm, or qiiocn-mother, a hold ntid nmhitimts prinecs*, had. in 
the ute.antinie, adopted Moousth .lann, and was detemnued to 
Ciponstj hif c.ausc. 

On the night of the 7th . fitly 1837, Colonel Low, the KcnMent, 
received .a incs-agc that the king was taken suddenly ill. ant! 
helicved to lie dying. Tliis oSicer, Inaving orvlcaal hi* lro<'pi to 
lie in re.adiness, obeyed the .sutiunons, when he finitnl that Ins 
majesty had just exjured. ll.aving in this crids ohtiiimsl fr-.nu 
Nns?eer*^it'd-l)owlah an ongngcineiit to sign such a tn'aty its llf 
goYcnior-gencral should dictalo, he led him to the rn\ al re-tdence, 
where jiu'par.atton.s were made for his immediate installnliim. PiiJ- 


denly, however, n great noise w.a5 lieanl, and it soon appeared that 
the I’jidsha with an armed force of nhont tiOOO men, \\iv« upproaeln 
ing the palace, which, ns our soUliera were not yet come up, ea' 
wry slightly guarded. In spite of a warm nmnm-tnmec, the 
native i bur/-’ oj'on the g.ate?, filled the edifice nith !.lif'Ut< and 
clamour, •••i/ed Isilh the prince and the t’ompany’s lervants. in 
pre •••til-’’ of whom Mismah .faun sy.~.s placed on th*' throne, llo* 
It-giiiU b-ing seated in a palanqitln h-.'ne -.th him. 'l l;- tn-tir- 
geiiis, after S'lme vi'ih-nt prCMVedinj.-, toe.ards l!i" lo-itM-'nt, alln.e ! 
him to ^•:i^e, v;h«n, nje.ts finding hii men n^'crubl' d. he 
ri'p-afcd me sage to the llegum, calling upon h'-r to inrrend- r. 


As ►h" ri turned evasive answer', a hattery wa ■ iip.-.t'.c'l, and in ft 
sh'.'rt tin:" -he and her minion, were minle prioiner*, 'rii- oM 
prince, wh.iiu, tlif';!"h lie had endured maiiV inMiIl', t!'~\ f'O!).! 
cafe, w.is i!:!}::<'dlan'!y ^'•n!l'd on the thr'.-ne. an t hii r.ec. i-i'O 
,an:',ie.ine.'.I by a royal salnto to the inliftMtat;'. < of the capital, 

•Ml ll'.-"e p.'iVi-i dtng * v.cfi' f.ppn'e.Til l-y the j'.iwrsi':r-,;> j.--ral; 
Ic.iX of t:.e pr-mi*" ^•■lfi•rt•••l fr'am i!-.*- Mr,;,* rlitiic t-* a te*s,' treaty, 

it a; tl at no r. Uantair'- ha* befi t.-.l.ctt, 

l l.iir'-.s Vi r>- f.’l'. ac.e. I !,y' l; j.-“| ! -r- < f a d : i "I »* 5 
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Sir Charles Forbes moved, that thoj'^ should recommend to the 
Directors and the Board of Control to withhold their sanction to 
the measure till after a full and fair investigation of the charges. 
This motion was opposed, until the subject should be considered 
by the Directors, and the proper documents laid before the Pro- 
prietors; which being done on the Gth May, and a sufficient time 
afforded for consideration, the court .again mot on 1-lth July 1811, 
when a very long and animated dekate ensued. Generals Robert- 
son and Lodwiclv, who had been Residents at the prince’s court, 
took a very decided part in his favour. They urged, that none 
of the charges were confirmed by anything in his own band writing, 
or had been brought personally home to him; alleging that his 
agents and officers, especially the Bramins, cherished in many 
eases hostile feelings towards his person; that his brother, hoping 
for the succession, had an obvious interest in proving him guiltj*; 
that the very idea of defying British power by the aid of the 
Governor of Goa and the imprisoned Rajah of Kngpore, w'as 
ridiculous, and could never have been entertained by a prince who 
%vas admitted to possess ability; and at all events, that ho was 
entitled, like every accused person, to a fair and open trial. In 
these views they were supported by others. It was answered, 
that the inquiry had been most impartial ; that due allowance had 
been made for the defects in the evidence, much of which bad been 
given by persons who bad no interest in proring the Rajah’s guilt; 
that even his advocates, Robertson and Lodwick, had addressed 
severe warnings to him on his intriguing disposition, and the 
consequences which might follow; that there had certainly been 
some correspondence with Goa and the Nagporc Rajah, which alone 
was a hrcach of the treaty placing him on the throne; and that 
though possessing ability, he was not a politician, and might easily 
form chimerical expectations from distant quarters. The public 
trial of a prince in his own dominions, it was admitted, was liable 
to many objections; but the charges had been stated to him, and 
no satisfactory explanation given. Finally, the terms on which 
continuance in power had been offered were extremely lenient, 
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long invcriigr.tion. Sir Robert Grant. gt>\-omor f t' RoniKay, Iw.'far.-.f 
tborongltly convlncf*! of liis piili; r.n-l Lonl Ancblnnl, afier a 
goo<l «oaI of Iif<ito{i>n, ncqatc^ccd in the saraf Jinlgincnt. 

»?ir Rob’rt iliitl. nn'l t\t.? snccc-.vleJ in iJ'ItS hr Sir .loMe* 
Cftrnac, v.'lio v.'cn{ otit, it i« jaiil, trith si strong in 

tlic prince'll favour. He soon, however, I'co.'vtnc' convinct-il tint 
there was ground for the clmrgcA ngainst him. Imt ohtaitvil tho 
approhation of Lord Anchlaiul to an aimiesly. hy whid: pa-t 
offenros ^^•erc to Iv imried in oldivion, mi srenrities bung given 
to adhere strictly in future to the treaty hy which he hivl Iv'-n 
pl.accd on the throne. He w.is also rcqniml to diMub-* hi' 
favourite mini-tcr, and no* allow him, without our permt'-ioi'., to 
reside in his dominions. Sir James, on a visit to him. pnfvntfd 
these proposals, hut they met with a peremptory and indignant 
rejection. Hi* fri'Uids admit that he wa'i “ proud, oierhviirinR. 
strong in the assertion of hi-* rights, im]>ottious in short, a n'guhr 
Hotspur." It is added, on the other side, that the ide.i had heva 
in-tilled into him, that tho Company would not proecel to ca* 
tromities, and gn-ai confulenec w-f! ]>bced in er.tiUi'iic ae,-i;ri< > 
raaintaitir'd in P.nglnnd, IJoinhay, and roonah. at an aniiu.'il 
eap'.-ti'*" of aluve X'^55,000. The governor, in fair Micee'd'c 
interviews, s'-ueht in lain to change hi* rv'olutie!!, an-l In d. j art- 
i?ig on th'; 2‘'lh .\ugnU, left instructions with the R.- ihu,* t-i 
f.-r.vr.rd any r’-:;ifnttriic;iti.>!,, he might frC' ive. Th" I'ajth re. 
inaining i!!(?e\;i,Ie, a prv<daniat!c.n d.p sitig him i*’:!'-! <■■'■ 
tin- .'»'.h .’'cptenilMT, and cn the Tlh 1 d he w.a* p raeved te 
Heuarc', to If*, entered <,u the ii,* of jrt nMe:i>-d prim'e*. TJ- 
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CHAPTEE XVL 

the AFGHAN WAR. 

Revolutions of Cabul— Host Mohiimmcd— Expedition of Shall Spjah— Intrigues of Russia 
and Persia — Siege of Herat— Treaty to restore Shah Sn)oh— llarch of the Aixny— Snhiuis- 
sion of the Ameers — Arrival at Candahar— Capture of Ghnzni— Flight of Host Hoham- 
med— Heath of Riuiject Sing— Tronhles In Afghanistan— Invasion hy Host Mohammed — 
Bis Hcfcat and Surrender— Histimhaneea in various Quarters— March of General Sale- 
Great Insurrection at Cabnl— Various ConiUcts— Treaclierons Negotiations— Hisastrons 
Retreat— Fall of Ghuxni— Transactions at Candahar- Gallant Exploits of General Sale — 
General Pollock passes the Eyher Hefile — ^Repulso of General England— Heath of Shah 
Sitjah- Lord Ellenhorough Governor-General— His Policy— Transactions at Jellalahad— 
Vlctoriesof General Pollock— He arrives at Cahni— General England’s Return- General 
Nott's March on Ghnzni and Cahni— Return of the Prisoners— Capture of Istalif— Pro- 
ceedings at Cahni — ^Return of General Pollock — Condnsion. 

The kingdom of Cabul, under Ahmed Abdalla, bad, towards the 
end of the last century, become one of the most powerful in Asia; 
and after his victoiy over the Mahrattas in the battle of Panniput, 
in 1761, the Mogul throne seemed completely within his grasp. 
He had the moderation or prudence, however, to content himself 
with the rich provinces on the Indus, and the fine valley of Cash- 
mere. Having added Balkh, Herat, and Sinde, he formed a 
powerful monarchy, estimated to contain above fourteen millions 
of inhabitants; and this dominion Mr. Elpbinstone, on his mission 
to Peshawar in 1808, found still entire in the hands of his succes- 
sor Shah Sujah ul Mulb. But it was then on the eve of a great 
revolution ; and in a few months afterwards, that prince was driven 
out by his brother Mahmoud, whose successes, however, were 
mostly achieved by his vizier Futteh Khan, of the Barukzye tribe. 
That minister, having incuiTed the jealousy of his master, was 
deposed, blinded, and subsequently cut to pieces, — a cruel deed, 
which roused the vengeance of his numerous offspring. The 
usurper was driven from all his territories except Herat; and, after 
some vicissitudes, Cabul, Ghuzni, Candahar, and Peshawur, were 
partitioned among members of the Barukzye house, the first two 
falling to Dost Mohammed, the most powerful of their number. 
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5!'ia'<jnp lio rr.'iti'HAl illiTor^-RCo frr'n 1;U wh^n p.r^*. rA*'-.'! 

to it. Tl'.t* notion wn* fnaily rrcatsviM IivtU ti> 1?, At’..I .<•.■> , t.>i 
nttcr.ipt^ inr. io to ivvivo 5i Atoro 

At Hyiinl:oi, r ‘ 'n.':--.' Int fcnoAS con. piracy wn< for.nc\! nmon • 
tiiirty or f::ty loo.iinp ner.. l.c.idcvi by tin' Ntrnn’s brptbrr, a 
pro'.'..l r.?i'i tiarlni: cViIcf: bn* I'-ntip t’i.covon'tb it wr.s InlVn-l, 
the prin.-v on.vcytNl to tbf fort cf (tviicotuln. Diirinj: tbo iiivi 
t!.-n c.liioh f iilowc.l, till' Nnl'-’b of Kt:nv>ol. a plr.ee sitnAie.l r.b.'i'.t 
120 t’.'.s!..'? f.trtlier .<.'uSli. Avti« fotinil implie.Atfd. .\ f'rtv IvJo.; 
itnr.ifOi.iti'ly n.rirebeil l.o n'Occe the town, it wik cntereil nith >':t 
optv'.. slier:; r.r.;! the ’.vho bn.l boon (■.trrii*'! .a^v-AV by hiAown 

troops, v.ss jv.ir'iv.'i.! sind c.Aptnr«.'(l after a ^^snr|> va'sOlirt. Wlib.tii 
tb-' fortre'-s. h.nvevor. won' foijr.il a niinlsrr of 'HoU-oi'U'.tnsotcO 
fismr.ces, in which c-atnion r.n<l «hot hnO bron c:i'ton .a harp.* '.'.Ah', 
.anl in torn;* fsttM no*, for tb-fenreonly, hist for tte'.Ive prv'ce<Aliii;:* 
in th.'' ft'.’hl, Tb.t'.'o prvpr.r.itiorK hml b'?n reerclly farr!'.'.! on f >r 
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between them, the complete and speedy success of the undertaking 
was anticipated. But Dost Mobammed, by indefatigable exertion, 
assembled an army, and marched upon Caudabar, the chiefs of 
which sallied forth from the citadel, and an engagement ensued, 
in which the army of Shah Sujah was totally defeated and dis- 
persed. He himself at the head of only 200 men iled in the 
direction of Herat, but afterwards regained India, though mortified 
by the total failure of this attempt to recover his crown. The 
“ Lion of the Punjaub,” however, succeeded on his part in captur- 
ing Peshawur, and annexing it to his dominions. 

Dost Mohammed, elated hy his victory, and indignant, not with- 
out reason, at the conduct of Bunjeet Sing, who certainly had acted 
without any provocation, became eagerly desirous of recovering 
the lost territory. Sensible that his own power was inadequate 
to the undertaking, he hoped to accomplish it by a general con- 
federacy among, the powers of Central Asia ; and the one from 
whom he could look for the moct effective aid was the sovereign 
of Persia. 

The empire just named has been involved in a continued scries 
of revolutions. The last century in particular was marked, first 
by the conquest of the Afghans, then by their expulsion on the 
part of Nadir, and the splendour to which he raised the mon- 
archy ; after his death, a long anarchy ensued, out of which she 
was raised by Aga Mohammed, great grandfather to the reigning 
prince. Under him and his son, Futteh Ali Shah, she was sup- 
ported in a respectable position, but having to contend against the 
advancing power of Eussia, udth whose numerous and disciplined 
troops hers could not cope, she was stripped of some of her finest 
provinces between the Caspian and the Black Sea. In this situa- 
tion the government applied for assistance to England, which, 
jealous of the progress of the Czar, supplied some pecuniary aid 
and experienced officers to discipline the Shah’s ti'oops. Nothing 
more was meant, however, than to maintain him in a purely de- 
fensive position, and with this view he was dissuaded from all 
schemes of war and conquest. 
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Aisiiil tfco5C dlrtnictions Kusyct-: Sing, h.^ving r.o^uin.-d nVeolutc 
r.a'.nority over the v.^irlike race of the Stkh?, ina^lo himself n;ai;cr 
of the prorjr.ec.< c;’t.*tTV3n! of the Iinlu^, to v.'hieh he aihi-.il 
mere. J>nlkh v.t..'; scireil byihc sovereign of l>ohii.\ra; the chiefi 
of Sin Jo threw off their Jej'-'ndcncc; while the fine terrijery of 
llcmt wn.' ocv’-Jpictl by KnraKin. joix to Mnhmoatl. the only hrr.r.ch 
of the. liou-o of .Mnncil Abilailnto whom .'myihing now ron)nIn''ih 
In this manner, .n monarchy, lately fo great, wa# parceUeil oet 
into a number of diyointcil fragment!*. 

Shah Sujrvh, after his cxpal.sioii, rc.'itloil at IttvJi.vna, K*ii:g 
nllovrcti by the Hriti.sh government a monthly j’ea^h'n « f -I'MVt 
rupee.s. lie kept a longing eye u|tftn his lo'l kingJorn, anu wa* 
cncouragcfl hy various chiefs of Atghaixistaii an>l Kh‘'r.vs-a*.! to 
.attempt its acovery. With this view he matlc jircyw-al-. iss 
to llunjcc*. Sing; nml, after some tliftieulties, coiieht it'l a treaty 
a\ith him on the 12th March 1S33. The Hritish ngn exl to give 
an advanei’ of four months’ alloaance, hut tKcHf.cil taking any 
further cntjccm in the enterprise. Hence the r.'tih:.! prijsce enii? I 
not begin his inarch till the scasoti was soniewljat I'.Ivaiifesl, lie 
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could never bo conveyed. This was indeed the’ coiirse followed 
by Alexander and Timur; but tbe former was obliged to- pursue 
Darius into Bactria, wliilo the latter chine from Central Asia. 
There is, however, another route leading through Persia and Af- 
ghanistan, and along the southem verge of the great ch.ain, which is 
beset with no peculiar difficulties ; and this has been usually fol- 
lowed by the conquerors of Ilindoatan, the Ghisnevide, the Patans,'. 
Baber, and Nadir. At the same time, though Russia could send 
by this track 40,000 men, we imagine her too' politic seriously to 
think of such a step. By employing, however, or even promising 
a much smaller auxiliary force, she might acquire a pi-eponderat- 
ing influence in Western Asia, and might hope to overawe Britain 
by exciting alarm for her Indian possessions. 

By communications from Mr. Ellis, our envo}' in 1835, it appears 
that both powers were strongly actuated by these views. Tbe Per- 
sian court openly avowed its claim not only upon Herat but upon 
Caudahar and Cabul ; and great preparations wero making for an 
expedition ogainst tbe fonner. city, the immediate prosecution of 
■which was eagerly urged by Count Simonicb, the Russian am- 
bassador. In April 1836, a deputy arrived from the chiefs of 
Candabar proposing an alliance ofiensive and defensive, even ofier- 
ing themselves as feudatories, and holding out the hope that 
through their aid the Shah might follow the steps of Nadir to 
Delhi. He was received uath great favour, and the alliance agreed 
to, though the Persian minister, in his communications - with 
Ellis, represented such language as that of a madman. Mr.' 
M'Neill, who succeeded that gentleman, reported, in September 
1836, that the Shah had actually marched against Herat. At 
Astrabad, the dearth of provisions and the insubordination of the 
troops reduced him to great distress ; yet the Russian minister 
continued to urge even a winter campaign. Lord Durham being 
hereupon instructed to represent these particulars to the Russian 
cabinet. Count Nesselrode answered, that if Simonich had really 
acted in the manner alleged, it had been in direct opposition to his 
orders. Letters were aftenvards shown from the ambassador, as- 
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Simonicli arrived at licnd-qnartcrs. Then Hie views of jMohninincd 
were entirely changed, and the treaty was suspended ; for the 
Russian not only supplied money, but aided with his advice the 
operations of the siege. As, liowcvcr, it advanced slowly, the 
Shall, ten d.ays after, sent for Jlr. ‘Neill, and oftcred to close with 
Kainran’s proposal, provided the ninhassador would pledge the 
guarantee of Britain. The latter felt this somewhat beyond his 
powers, yet, on considering the very great importance of the 
object, ho at last g.ave his consent ; upon which the other altered 
his lone, advanced now demands, and resumed the siege. 

The c.auso of this change was soon understood to he the arrival 
of a messenger from Kohundil Khan, ruler of Candahar, express- 
ing the most friendly sentiments, and a disposition to co-operate 
ag.'iinst Herat. It w.as known, in fact, that about four months 
previously, Captain Vicovich, a Russian ofiiccr, had proceeded to 
that city through Persia, having been received on his way with 
distinction, and supplied with money. The result of this mission 
forthwith appeared in a treaty, by which the Shah agreed to cede 
the town to the chiefs of Candahar and to defend them against 
attack from any qu-irtcr ; in return for which he was to receive 
allegiance, pccsh-cush (tribute), and milifarj* aid. This treaty 
was sanctioned in the n.amc of Russia by Count Simonicli ; upon 
which Jfr. M‘Ncill, defeated in all his views and scarcely treated 
with common decency, quitted the camp on the 7th Juno 1838. 

Mc.'iniimc,unccrt.ninly reigned .as to ihc views ofDost^rohammed 
at Cahul. Lord Auckland sent thither Capt.ain Burnes to negotiate 
for the free commerce of the Indus, and if opportunity occurred, to 
cndc.avour to restore peace between him and Runjcct Sing. The 
former prince received the envoy well, and soon introduced poli- 
tical subjects, endeavouring to gain the support of Britain. He 
was assured, by a letter from the governor-general, that she 
would rcadilj’ interpose her good ofliccs to negotiate a peace with 
the Sikh chief, who had accepted her mediation, and he might 
thus he scciu'cd in all his actual possessions, though he must not 
c-xpcct any more; for even this was only on condition of his re-. 
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difticulty arising from want of jn-ovisions appeared to bo in a great 
measure removed, on llio lOtli July Mr. M‘Ncill sent Colonel 
Stoddart with a notice that its farther prosecution would be 
considered an act of decided hostility towards England. The 
message was doubtless rendered weighty by the prince’s know- 
ledge of the triple alliance, and the np]>ronching march of British 
troops into Afghanistan. On the 1-ith August he announced 
his unreserved assent; but it was not till the 9th September that 
be took his dcp.arturc, and Avilhout attempting to negotiate the 
treaty with Kamnan oji the tenns formerly* stipulated. 

In October 1S3S, T.ord P.alincrston presented a remonstrance to 
the Russian government, reminding them of their professed desire 
to inaintnin Persia in a pacific state, and asking whether their 
policy was to bo judged of by the declarations of their cabinet, or 
by the .acts of their ministers? Count Nesselrode, in two successive 
papers, A'citcratcd the same pacific professions, particularly disclaim- 
ing any designs upon India, ns impracticable and inconsistent with 
any sound and rc.asonablo policy. Yet, by a singular course of 
reasoning, he defended the conduct of those ofBcers, not excepting 
Siinonich’s active share in the siege of Herat, representing it ns 
merely aiding a friendly power in distress, while the Candahnr 
treaty had been a purely defensive one. It was, however, an- 
nounced tlnat both ofliccrs had been rcc.allcd, and the place of 
ambassador filled by General Duhamcl, “ so well knoum for the 
modcr.ation of his chanacter, that bis nomination alone may be 
held as the surest proof of the line of conduct Avhich he is instructed 
to follow.” The emperor had also refused to ratify the treat}' of 
Candahar, however harmless, as being “beyond the limits which he 
had fixed to his policy,” and took no part in the cinl Avars of the 
Afghan chiefs. As this aa-us Avritten on the 5th March 1839, AA’hcn 
the British expedition Avas fully knoAATi, it amounted to an engage- 
ment not to oppose that measure. Lord Palmerston, therefore, Avhilc 
declining to giA’c any assent to the reasonings contained in these 
despatches, expressed entire satisfaction Avith the result. 

The British force AA’as in morion by the end of 1838; and for 
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ncs3 to rctvirn to Hritnin, so tliat tlic cliicf coinmnnd devolved on 
General Keane, and the second on Sir AVillougliby Cotton. Sir. 
Slaciuaghten, who acted as envoy, having urged an immediate ad- 
v.nneo, progress was resumed on the 22d ; the whole force, accord- 
ing to Sfnjor Hough, being 10,350 men, with GOOO of the Shah's 
contingent. Having reached Larkhann on the 5th ^larcli, and 
halted there nine days for refreshment, they quitted the Indus, and 
stnick into the interior. Tliey Imd then to perform a march of 
500 miles to Candahar, through a most difficult country-, being 
p.arlly the same in which Alexander, on his return from India, so 
severely suffered. Great part was quite a desert, and the heat so 
excessive, that ^lajor Dennio reports two officers and fifty or sixty 
men in his division to have died from the action of the deadly 
simoom. The llolan pass, through a range of mountains stretch- 
ing from north to south, and at its head, according to JInjor Hough, 
5793 feet above the sea-level, is in its nakedness and desolation 
almost unparalleled. The Afghan princes certainly showed a 
great want of foresight in not bringing forward tlicir main forec,' 
defending the strongest positions, and attacking the invader at 
every .'issailablc point. Even without such opposition, the anny 
was not a little annoyed by dcsultorj- attacks from the Bcloochccs 
and the Kaknrs, tribes inured to plunder, who not only canied away 
camels, provisions, and other property, but murdered all whom they 
found straggling, or could entice by false jwomiscs to quit the main 
body. The distress became extreme from the want of water, the 
enemy having filled up the wells and diverted the mountain- 
strcsims, A pestilential air filled the close valleys, and a noisome 
stench arose from the numerous bodies of camels, .and even men, 
that lay strewed on the ground. But through all thc.so obstacles, 
they, on the -Ith Jl.ay, arrived without any serious loss, though in 
a verj’ exhausted stjitc, at the ancient city of Candahar. The 
chiefs, who at first came out to meet them, were scir.cd with panic, 
quaiTcllcd among themselves, and left the place, which was 
entered without even a show of resistance. It could not, it is true, 
have stood twenty-four hours against a British army. On the 
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troop? were. «lrivcn frotn Hint jmsitioji, the jjc)»ernl ordcnKl three 
cohtjniis to ndvnjicc, who futitnl when they rcAchwl the eininenco? 
thnt the enemy hnd heen uj«lix1g«“(l hy the fin', of the nrtUh’ry. 
Hope* were entertained of renehinjj n pate heforc it was closed 
upon the, fiipittve.s. This conhl not he efiVeted; hut, hy soaio 
uelhdin'Cted dirchnrpo.s of heavy shot, one wan nearly denioHshcd, 
and the pur.'-ncrs rnslic*! in. The pnrri<on, after inahing n gallant 
and detennined re«ist.ance, tctinvl into the cit.adel ; hut its pate 
heing rc.nched before it could Iks fully piTUnsl inside, w.ns hurst 
CijKjii. Mehnd> and several of lu.s chiefs fcdl fighllnp sword in 
hand, I'cforo the final snm'ndcr. The contest wan more sr-vere 
than that at Ghnani, the loss amounting to "1 hilled and 107 
wounded. 

Tlie fort was now plnce<l under Bhah Kiwaa, another ndoochco 
pritice, who, with a party of thirty men, mnh-r I.icntcnant Love- 
day, undertooh its defence., Kussecr, howe.ver, heir to Mtdirah, 
having nsfcmhled a considcrahlc hand, threw himself hclwccn that 
jdace and Qiietl.!, the Ilritisli head-epiartcrs ; and the force there 
being too much reduced to dislotlgc him, he cut oft* several small 
detae.hnirnts. He then directed his march upon Kelat, which he 
closely invrst‘’d. The. defence was spirited; hut extensive treach- 
ery being discovered within the walls, .‘^hali Niwar. judged it 
neer-.sKan- to submit. I.ovcday, who was thus jnade pri.«otit:r, was 
vciy harshly treated, and at hast barbarously mnnlcn'd. JJasscer 
then advanced uikjh Dadur, an important British js).-!, which he 
fool:, and plnnd'.'red its magar-incs; hnl M.'ijor llo.ecawcu c.*unft uj* 
next day and ohliped him to rclrc'at. Larger reinforcements 
arriving soon after. General N'otl tool: the conunnnd, and marched 
>ipon IColat, which he reached on the 3d November, but found it 
abandoned by the enemy. At length, on the Isl Ucccmbcr, 
Colonel Marshall from Kolra succeeded in surprising the enemy's 
•Camp, and routed and disper.«otl his force. 

Another tronhle.'omc contest soon afterwnnls arose. The Mtir- 
recs, a hr.avc tribe of lieloochistau, owned some allegiance to the 
Khan of Kelat, hut were, it Is said, not at all disposed to tahe 
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wounded. The fort, however, ■with the adjacent one of Khatkc, 
was then evacuated. 

‘ In hlay a general insurrccUonarj' movement took place among 
the Ghilzies, a tribe occupying the high mountain-territory between 
Candahar and Cahul; who, accustomed to a wild independence, 
brooked ill the stricter rule under which- they were now held. 
Captain Anderson, inarching against them with 1200 men, was 
attacked by more than double that number, who fought with such 
bravery as to render the contest for some time doubtful ; however, 
they were at length repulsed "with great loss. Colonel "Wallace 
also took by surprise the fort of a leading chief; and the two corps 
having joined, composed a force which the insurgents could not 
face. The brother of Mohammed Khan, the leader of these 
revolted chieftains, then came into camp, and effected an accom- 
modation. 

Dost Mohammed, after -his retreat beyond the mountains, being 
favourahty received by the chiefs of Kboolloom and Koondooz, 
had proceeded to Bokhara, hoping to obtain aid from that most 
powerful of the states in Central Asia. The Khan, however, not 
■ only refused his request, hut placed him under confinement. In 
August 1840, the fugitive made his escape; and, being still favoured 
by the border -princes, found no difficulty in raising among the 
Usbeck tribes and his own former subjects a veiy considerable 
force. The Wallee of Kboolloom even took the field along with 
him, and they advanced through the mountain-defiles upon Cabul. 
That ^pital, only about fifty miles from this great banner, became 
seriously exposed. Dost Mohammed marched upon the frontier 
toum of Syghan, then held by an Afghan corps oi'ganized under 
the eye of the British, and commanded by Captain Hopkins. On 
the approach of the enemy, they fell back on Bameean in a 
mutinous and disorderly state, several companies having deserted. 
Colonel Dennie, who, with about 2000 men, was then sent to 
encounter the invader, anticipated him in crossing the Irak pass, 
disarmed Hopkins’ corps, and advanced from Bameean. He 
learned, on the 18th September 1840, that the enemy were 
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wounded. Atout tlie same time, Colonel Wheeler, stationed at 
Kudjah, stormed the castle of a cluef in the AYuzzoree valley, who 
had shown decided proofs of a hostile spirit. 

Meanwhile, Brigadier Dcnnic, after his notory at Bamcean, 
advanced and occupied Syghan, hut did not think it prudent to 
pursue the fugitive leaders in their retreat over the mountains. 
The AA’’allee, however, follonung the Asiatic rule of adhering 
always to the fortunate side, made overtures, and requested an 
officer to he sent to arrange the basis of a compromise. A con- 
ference accordingly ensued between him and Dr. Lord, and a 
treaty was concluded on terms securing to him a considerable 
accession of territory, which was carried to the vorj’^ summit of the 
Caucasus, called hero Dundan Shikun. He declined to give up 
Dost Mohammed, hitt promised to afford no aid or protection, and 
even to advise him to surrender. 

That prince, thxis left to himself, hoped, still to effect something 
by advancing into Kohistan. He u'ns preceded by his son with 
a considerable force, and himself arrived about the middle of 
October. General Sale, to oppose his progress, hastened to 
Purwan, where he learned that the Afghan chief, with about 4000 
men, was in the vicinity, and preparing to march upon the Ghorc- 
bund pass. He made arrangements to attack them ; and, on the 
suggestion of Dr. Lord, sent forward the 2d native cavalry to skirt 
the eminence on which they were posted, with the view of cutting 
off their retreat. When they had advanced about a mile. Dost 
Mohammed rushed dorni upon them with 200 horse. This corps, 
which had hitherto maintained a distinguished character, were 
seized with a sudden panic; they first faltered, and then gave 
way at all points. The ofiicers were left alone to meet the charge 
of the enemy; their bravery was unavailing; Dr. Lord, Lieutenants 
Broadfoot and Crispin, were killed. Captains Fraser and Ponsonby 
severely wounded. Sale, however, pushed forward his infantry, 
who successively dislodged the enemy from all the strong positions, 
and drove them to a distance, though without being able to keep 
up a long pursuit. 
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becoming more formidable. Anktur Khan •\vas again in arms,' 
and fanatical mooUabs were proclaiming a religious war against 
the British. Colonel Wymer defeated a large force nesir Kelat-i- 
Ghilzie, but had not strength sufficient to pursue the fugitives to 
any distance. On the 17th August, Captains "Woodbum and 
Griffin encountered about 5000 men under Akram and Auktur 
Khan, whom they totally defeated, though with the loss of nearly 
130 killed and wounded. In October, n force of Ghilzic insur- 
gents occupied in great force the valley between Cabul and Jella- 
labad. As they held the strong pass of Koord Cabul, which 
interrupted the communications, General Sale was sent from 
the capital, with the 13th and 35th regiments, to clear the 
pass. He found the enemy stationed behind a breastwork, which 
they quitted on the approach of the assailants, but kept up a 
well-dii'ccted fire from the rocky heights on each side. Sale -was 
wounded, and obliged to quit the field; but the troops under 
Brigadier Dennie drove the enemy from all the cliffs 'except the 
very highest, whither, as the object was only to clear the pass, it 
was thought needless to follow them. The Afghans, then retreat- 
ing to Tezeen, occupied the surrounding heights, but were driven 
successively from all whence they could cause any annoyance. 
The chiefs sent proposals of negotiation, making friendly profes- 
sions, and promising no longer to annoy the march of the column ; 
but their sincerity was rendered more than doubtful by the con- 
tinued molestation which the troops experienced. After passing 
J ugduluk, they entered a long winding pass,' overhung by terrific 
eminences, every one of which was held by men showing the most 
obstinate determination to dispute their progress. An advance 
could only be effected by the arduous operation of scaling the 
heights, while from above a heavy fire was still maintained. A 
single company, however, having dashed through the defile, found 
its main outlet unguarded. The whole then passed, but their rear- 
guard continued to be harassed till their arrival at Gnndamuk. 
Respecting this long march, the commander generally observes, 
“each succeeding morning brought .its affair uith a bold and 
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the whole suddenly gave way, and fled to a considerable distance, 
suffering severely from a cavalry charge by Captain Oldfield. 
The divisions on the other sides of the citj’ being then attached, 
made off with equal rapidity and in great consternation ; there 
was soon scarcely an armed Afghan to be seen in the vicinity of 
Jellalahad. Advantage was taken of the interval to repair and 
sti’cngthen the defences, so as to render them secure against any 
Asiatic force, unaided by siege artillery; also to collect grain 
from the adjacent villages. To guard both against famine and 
internal insurrection, it was judged necessary to remove all the 
inhabitants except the shopkeepers. 

Meantime Cahul became the theatre of scenes most deeply 
eventful, which have indeed no parallel in the whole of our Indian 
history. The expedition into that country had, as we have seen, 
been undertaken, not with a view to its conquest, but under the 
belief that the exiled monarch, once replaced on the throne, had a 
party strong enough to maintain him in power. It now appeared, 
however, that ho was solely supported by the arms of the British, 
who thus became the real masters of the country. The Afghans 
were pei'haps the bravest and proudest people in Asia; from the 
time of Mahmoud of Ghuzni down to that of Ahmed Shah, they 
had made several victorious expeditions into India; they had 
founded its two greatest dynasties, — the Patan, which reigned more 
than three hundred years, and that which, though called Mogul, 
was established by Baber with native troops. They now saw 
themselves a conquered people, compelled to- aclcnowledge the 
superiority of a distant nation, of strange language, religion, and 
manners. That in such a situation they should have felt at once 
indignant and vindictive, can excite no wonder; nor could Ave 
haA'e avoided, in some degree, sympathizing with them, had 
they sought deliverance by legitimate means; hut assassination 
and breach of faith cannot he palliated even by a good cause. 

Notwithstanding the explosion at Koord Cahul, the country was 
generally in a state of seeming tranquillitj’-; though there were not- 
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the Cabul river and by a broad canal. The situation was low, 
commanded by adjacent bills and buildings ; while the nnmerons 
camp-followers rendered the extent too great for the nnmber of 
troops appointed to defend it. An error still more serious had 
been committed in making a weak fort at some distance the 
depository of all the commissariat stores. 

General Elphinstone, the Commander-in-chief, is described as 
an amiable and intelligent officer ; bnt declining health had in- 
duced him to obtain leave for his immediate return. He appears 
to have been peculiarly deficient in decision and promptitude, the 
qualities now most urgently required. Having under him about 5500 
troops, it can scarcel}' be doubted that a brisk attack on the city 
would have been so successful as to have crushed the immediate 
rising. A dilatory and defensive system was adopted; orders 
were sent to General Sale to rejoin him, and to General Nott to 
send two regiments from Candahar. ' A farther reinforcement was 
despatched to the Bala Hissar; bnt Major Swayne, in' attempting 
to lead’ two more companies tbitber, was obliged by the heavy fire 
of the enemy to fall back. 

The most urgent object of attention was the commissariat fort, 
separated from the cantonment by the Shah Bagh or royal garden, 
which afforded large cover to the enemy. Captain Swayne, on 
the 4th, attempted to penetrate thither Avitb two companies of the 
44th, bnt was exposed to so severe a fire from a fort in possession 
of the cnem}', that he himself and another officer -were killed, and 
the troops driven back -with great loss. A party of the’5th light 
cavalrj' w’ere equally unfortunate. Captain Boyd of the commis- 
sariat, however, represented so forcibly the extreme importance of 
this post, that a stronger detachment was prepared, but delayed 
till next morning; when Ensign Warren, ■who held the fort, came 
in with the gamson, stating that the enemy, by forming a mine 
and setting fire to the gate, bad rendered it untenable. This 
failure in an object so essential, and seemingly so easy, produced 
a fatal cQcct on the spirit of both parties. The enemy became 
greatly emboldened, and ■were joined by many who had/'^n -i 
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nllAck it next day. Tiio storming-parly llicn burst open wlint 
nppMml to be the g.atc, but wliicb proved n mere wicket^ admit- 
ting only two or three at once. The first who entered suftcred 
severely ; but when a few had forced their w.ay, the garrison were 
struck with panic, and evacuated the post. ]\Icnntiuio a body of 
cavalry had charged the llritish, who, deserted bj' their usual 
courage, precipitately fled. Shelton, however, who was always 
conspicuous for valour in the field, twice r.allicd them, and at last 
carried the fort, which the enemy had rcoccupicd. Unhappily, 
during their temporary possession, they had killed almost all 
the little party who first entered; only Lieutenant Bird and a 
sepoy maintained their ground in a stable, till relieved by their 
countrymen. Our object was indeed gained, four other sta- 
tions being evacuated, and a supply of grain procured ; yet 200 
men were lost in killed or wounded. On the 13th, the enemy, 
occupying in force the adjacent heights, fired with some cft’cct 
into the cantonment ; when the envoy, by earnest entreaty, 
prevailed on the gcncml to send a body of troops against them. 
They made an obstinate resistance, and at first repulsed the 
assaihanLs, but by some skilful movements of the artillery and 
c.'ivalry, were finally driven from the position. Our soldiers, 
however, under existing circumstances, could never bold any 
ground which they had gained, but were obliged to return to the 
cantonment, while the enemy, b.wng nallicd, pressed closcl 3 ' be- 
hind them. 

On the 1 5th, ^fajor Poltinger arrived from Charekur, in the 
mountain-territory of Kohist.an, north of Cabul, which be had de- 
fended at the head of SOO Gonrkhas. lie and some other oSicers 
occupied a small adjacent fort, when the}* were invited to a con- 
ference, and Captain Batlray, being inveigled to a little distance, 
was .suddenh* shot dead, while the major with difficulty cscuapcd. A 
v.'ist number of insurgents then assembled, who were at first re- 
pulsed with grc.at sl.aughter ; but their force incre.asing, and the 
post being untenable, the troops withdrew to Charekur. Hcrc^ 
thev maintained themselves for nine or ten days, amid contins^' 
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till ilayliplit. Mnjor fi^ivayne iJifji rfiVrldl an Mitranrp; but, as it 
prov’i'J, only tliroiipJi n Jinall wicJcrt. rt<linit(iiij: merely a fow, wlio 
conbl nat long Fpcuns tlioir against a Iumvv fire. 'J'lu: nnlives 
tlirn ]Hnir<'<l Mit fr\»tn llte city large Knlics f-siin.'ilrd nt JO.OOO 
men, nmlcoveml all tlie mmiunilitig iKiglit?. ’Die Hritnli Iniop!* 
were K'il ng.-.inst them, ami mnintnim’il a linig ri>n!r'-t with warioti*. 
foritme, .stifil ritig most '-'verely from the jexails, whnjc range the 
imi'-ljet conhl by no means cqmal. Vet the. other parly, having 
Mi'.tainetl several eluvb<. ami being rli'conrapeil by the fall of 
AbibK'lah Khan, one of their greatest chief'', beg.“,n a retreat to* 
v,,nriU the city, abnmloning a pnn which they bail capluml. 'J’he 
cavalry weri' then calle<l njvm to pnrt-tie ihetn ; hut that boily, 
h.avinp been fur n long time hepl in an iiijiidicions jw-ilion, ox- 
po iwl tu the r neiny's fire, fhniiik had:, ami woiihl not obey the 
irnmnien*. This the Afghans no fooner iKTceivetl, than they 
j\‘!ii:a'C'l the a'*<anlt •ailh nngnientcil conrap' ami energy. The 
tcjinrc ef Urltiih infantry was broken: panic spn'atl thiauiph the 
triv.ji''; all attempt'* to rally thetn were vain; ami fiimlly the. 
whob‘ ni'hi'tl in confm'.Nl nml timiiiltuniy flight to the cantonment. 
The sjiirise!] cl'urf-' of one or two <v»r}'? prtivenlnl the enemy fmtn 
entering along avith llinn. 

(>n thi- fatal day, tin: K'‘s both of inf n ami ofticer.s was itnmer.'-e: 
arnl the sj.irit <.f the. army wns completely broken. Tlio pmjxisnl 
of removing to llu* Jtal.a lli-snr was renoacil, hut again rejected, 
(hi the tilth, a letter was reecivc<l from O.'.inan Kh.nn, a chief be- 
lieved friendly, lm.a\ting, .‘cemingly with trnth. that he had .'pared 
oar tr<Kip* in the. pnwling day's porsnit ; and ded.aring himself 
earn<v-!ly de'irons of terminating the war, on condition of onr 
fpiietly cv.aeualing the. country, leaving it to bo governed by n king 
and Laws of it« own. 'I'hc general, on n referctico from .*^ir Williani, 
strongly advised negotiation. Acconlingly, on llic iJ7ib, an inter- 
view tofd; pl.ice at tbe eastern gate with several Afglmn leaders; 
bill ibeir denmnds were cnonnaus, nmounting to tlic tincondifion.nl 
rnrrender of tbc llrltish force, with only a bojio ib.nt tbeir livc.s 
might, be. spared. Tlicc terms were indignatitly rejected, — flic 
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of hope, and that death would he prcfcrnhle to the life he had 
lately led. He agreed to go out and meet the chiefs in an open 
space near the cantonment; and though a strong guard was 
ordered, it was very imperfectly furnished. About noon of the 
23d, he proceeded thither, accompanied hy Captains Lawrence, 
IMachcnzic, and Ti'cvor ; and, on approaching the spot, he Avalhcd 
on with them, leaving the soldiers behind. The chiefs then came 
lip, and opened the conference in the most friendly terms. It 
being remarked that numerous armed Afghans were coming np,- 
and drawing a circle round them, Akhar said they were in the 
secret. Presently, however, he grasped the left hand of the envoy, 
while Sultan Jan seized his right ; and a fierce struggle ensuing, 
the fonner chief drew out a pistol, and shot Sir AYilliam dead. 
This cruel action appears to Imve been prompted hy the dread of 
his escape and the excitement of the moment, as if would have 
been better poliey to have secured him as a hostage. The body, 
however, was instantly seized by the fanatic Ghazccs, who cut it 
in pieces, and exposed the head to the people in the groat bazaar. 
Captain Trevor also fell into their bands and was murdered on the 
spot ; but other chiefs caused Lawrence and Mackenzie to mount 
on horseback, and conveyed them to Cahul, protecting them even 
at the hazard of their own lives. They were there thromi into a 
fort, whci'e the multitude made furious attempts to break in and 
put them to death. 

After this dreadful scene, it might have been expected that all 
the generous feelings of the troops would have been roused ; that 
they would have been impelled to some deed of decisive and des- 
perate valour ; — at all events, that they would have ceased to place 
any faith in Afghan promises, and hoped for a safe retreat only 
from their own efforts. It is mortifying, however, to think how 
much the highest qualities depend upon cireumstanccs. That 
British spirit, which was elsewhere making such lofty displays, 
here enfirely failed. Major Pottinger, now appointed envoy, alone 
urged vigorous measures ; all the others insisted on yielding to 
the humiliating terms offered by the enemy. They were to leave 
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Hostilities were then renewed, and tlie little band, overpowered by 
numbers, were successively cut down, only Captain Souler and three 
men being made prisoners. A separate parly of twelve, among 
whom Avere seven officers, pushed on for Jcllalnbad; but ibejrfell, 
one after another, A-ictims to the fury and treachery of the inha- 
bitants, except Dr. Brydon, Avho reached that town, Avhere he gave 
the first direful tidings of the fate of the army. Sergeant Lissnnt 
and four others, also seeking to escape individually, had been 
made prisoners. The captiA'cs on the whole Avero about seventy ; 
an unknoAA’n proportion of the nath-e troops and folloAA’ers had 
gone 0 A*er to the enemy; but by far the greater part of the 1G,500 
Avho left the cantonment at Cabul had miserably perished. This 
retreat may be considered AA'ithout a parallel, if not in the extent, 
at least in the completeness of its calamity.^ 

While this tragical drama aa'Us in progress, minor scenes were 
acting in different quarters, too much in accordance with its charac- 
ter. We haA'o already related the adA-enturcs and narroAv escape 
of Major Pottinger. In the same quartci’. Lieutenants Maulc and 
Wheeler, commanding a detachment about tAventy miles north- 
AA’cst of Cabul, AA'cre deserted by their men and barbarously 
murdered. 

Pesh Bohak, a fortress AA-hich commands the passes betAvecn 
Jellalabad and PeshaAVur, AA’as held by Captain Ferris, Avith 250 
native troops belonging to the shah; and there scA’cral officers 
halted, the roads In front being reported impracticable. On the 
13th XoA'cmbcr, the piquets began to be attacked, and skirmisbing- 
. parties to appear, Avho, though at first easily beaten off, gradually 
increased to 5000, Avhen they surrounded the post with AA’ild j'ells 
and furious gestures. A gun placed in the centre bastion kept 
them at bay; but the sad discoA'ery aa-jIs soon made that the 
ammunition Avns on the point of being exhausted, and moreover 


* This relation of events at Catinl, and daring the retreat, lias, in the absence of oilldal 
doenments, been dranti up chiefly on the authority of Lieutenant £}'rc, ^rhosc narmtiroof 
“ MiUtniy OperaUons'* (London, Murray, 1843) appears intelligent and candid. Tlic uarra- 
tircs of Dr. Brydon and Sergeant LIssant have also been consulted. 
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to treat, but with the same result Their only hope 'then appeared 
to be in making a night march of tvrunty-tvro miles to Jugduluk; 
when, under cover of the darkness, the}*' might penetrate safely 
through that terrible pass. They eagerly pushed onward ; but, 
through delays occasioned by the followers, when daylight had 
arrived they were still ten miles from their destination, Avhile the 
enemy began to occupy the surrounding hills. They had now to 
encounter much suffering and loss, though Brigadier Shcltou, 
redeeming somewhat his former errors, led them on with signal 
valour. At three in the afternoon, they were at Jugduluk, where 
the miserable remnant posted themselves in an enclosure, which 
afforded only imperfect shelter from the enemy's fire. Captain 
Bygrave, with fifteen brave men, drove the latter back, but they 
soon retui'ned. The wretched resource was again tried of nego- 
tiating with Akbar, who demanded that General Elphinslono 
should come to a conference, while Shelton and Captain Johnson 
should be delivered as hostages. All was acceded to; the officers 
were courteously received, and refreshments supplied. At nine 
next morning, a meeting was held, when a number of the chiefs 
inveighed bitterly against the English, while Akbar pretended to 
plead their cause; but in this discussion the day elapsed without 
any decisive arrangement. Brigadier Anquctil, who had been 
left in command, then saw no hope but to push in the dark through 
the next pass, two miles in length. Having taken the Afghans 
somewhat by surprise, the troops moved at first with little molcst.v 
tion; but at the summit found two barriers strongly formed of 
brushwood, which could not bo removed without much difficulty 
and some delay. The enemy then came up, mi-ved with the fugi- 
tives, and committed dreadful havoc among them. Anquctil and 
cloven other officers fell ; only about forty men, half of whom had 
lost their arms, advanced to Gundamuk, hoping there for security. 
They reached it about d-aybreak, but found themselves so beset, as 
to bo obliged to leave the road, and take a defensive position on a 
height An attempt was made to negotiate, but jMajor Griffiths 
and ilr. Blcwitt, who proceeded for the purj)osc, were detained. 
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exaggerated, appear sufiSeient; yet it is very curious to find Liin 
adding, ns a further justification, that he had received a letter 
from General Elphinstonc and ^lajor Fottingcr, desiring him to 
take this step on the arrival of Eohilla Khan, an Afghan chief ; 
and he refers even to similar instructions from Sir W. Maennghten. 
It would appear, indeed, that such a letter had been sent during 
the calamities of the army ; but Generals Sale and . Nott, who 
received similar ones, did not, under the circumstances, think 
themselves authorized to obey them. The governor-general, on 
receiving the intelligence, ordered a court-martial to be held as 
soon as convenient on the conduct of Palmer. He had obtained 
the promise of honourable treatment and a safe march to Cabul ; 
but in consequence of thousands of Ghazccs being in the city, 
these terms were very imperfectly fulfilled. 

General Nott, commanding at Candahar, on learning the crisis 
at Cabul, sent Colonel Iklnclnren, with a brigade, to support the 
Prltish cause. That ofiiccr, however, on nppro.iching Gbizni, 
found the snow so deep, and the animals with him perishing so 
fast, that he was obliged to retrace his steps. Candahar itself 
was threatened by a force of 5000 men under Mohammed A'tta, a 
fanatical chief, and Prince Sutler Jung, a younger son of Shah 
Sujah. The general marched with a strong corps, totally routed 
and dispersed them, with the loss on bis own side of only three 
hilled and between twenty and thirty wounded. By this season- 
able success that important capital was for the present secured. 

Candalnar was well supplied with provisions, but the public 
money was exhausted, and ammunition had become scarce. To 
supply these wants. General England was sent from Sinde with 
about 4000 men, escorting a numerous train of camels, with the 
requisite funds and stores. They marched in three divisions, of 
which two, on the IGth March, arrived at Quetta, 147 miles from 
Candahar ; whence, as the country in fi'ont was occupied b}' insur- 
gent bands, the commander advanced with a considerable force to 
clear the wsiy and obtain forage. He seems not to have been duly 
apprized of the enemy’s strength, and hence his vanguard, on 
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that there was treason within the walls. No hope then appeared 
but to cut their way through; and accordingly, on the night of 
the 16th, a column was formed, consisting of the armed force, in 
the centre of which were Mrs. Ferris and her sister dressed in 
men’s clothes, with all the ciHlians of the garrison. A brisk fire 
was kept up till the moment of departure, when they rushed forth. 
The enemy at once took the alarm, and made a furious attack; 
but some vigorous discharges of musketry obliged them to retire. 
The party hastened to Lallporah; but observing the sinister looks 
of the people, and hearing that the Khyber Pass was closely 
guarded, they induced, by large gifts, one of the khans to lead 
them by a mountainous path to Peshawnr. The ladies were 
obliged to travel about 150 miles, clambering a great part of the 
way on their hands and feet. 

The great rising at Cahul was accompanied by one equally 
determined at Ghizni. Captain Woodburn, with about 100 men, 
moving thence to the capital, was surrounded by a numerous body, 
and his little band almost entirely destroyed. The insurgents 
soon assembled in great force, and closely invested this celebrated 
fortress. Colonel Palmer, who commanded, not having quite 1000 
men, was unable to prevent their entering the city, but maintained 
himself in the citadel, and in some outposts. Here he continued 
during the depth of winter; and hopes were entertained that he 
would be able to remain till relieved. In February, however, 
seemingly after the destruction of the Cabnl army, the besieging 
force was greatly increased in numbers and courage. They are 
said on one occasion to have been repulsed with great loss ; hot 
his despatch of the 1st March states that they had established 
themselves under cover, within fifty yards of the fortress, and that 
the troops were exhausted by constant duty and the extreme 
cold, — ^the thermometer being 14“ below the freezing point. Above 
all, water, which had long been scarce, was about to fail altogether, 
as the surrender of the outposts would, in forty-eight hours, enable 
the enemy to command the only well, and the whole garrison 
would in a few days inevitably perish. These reasons, if not 
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cavalry to occupy the enemy’s attention there, he swept round to 
the north quarter, which, beyond cNpcctation, was found quite 
unoccupied. Only one pichet held a spot of rising ground, from 
which it was soon driven by Captain Broadfoot. Full opportunity 
was thus given to ascertain whether any mining operation was 
going on, but neither shaft nor gallery Avas found to have heen yet 
commenced. Akbar's camp was now seen in full movement, and 
masses of cavalry and infanby advancing : ns, hoAvever, the object 
of the British was not to give battle, they returned in good order, 
and without loss, into the city. On the Ist April, General Sale, 
having observed some flocks of sheep grazing in the vicinity, sent 
out the cavalry and light infantry, who, driving off the covering 
parties, secured an opportune supply of 500 of these animals. 

About, this time A'niious rumours began to thicken. General 
Pollock, who had heen selected by the supreme government to 
command the troops despatched primarily to the relief of Jellala- 
bad, was said to have been repulsed in an attempt to penetrate the 
Khyber, and a feu de jotc fired in the army of Akbar avus under- 
stood to celebrate that cA’cnt. The latter chief was also reported 
to he about to despatch part of his force to assist in defending the 
pass, Avhile other accounts bore that ho was preparing to retreat to 
Lughman, and OA'cn that a revolution had broken out at Cabul. 
Little reliance could be placed on any of these st.'itomcnts ; but, 
upon a general surA'ey of affairs. General Sale concluded that a 
victoiy over Akbar would at once rclieA’e the pressure upon him- 
self, and aid the operations of General Pollock ; and though that 
chief commanded 6000 men, he hoped for success. He therefore 
formed his infantry, 1360 strong, into three columns, under Colonels 
Dcnnic and Monteath and Captain Havelock, AA’hile Captains Abbot 
and Oldfleld led on the cavalry and artillery. On the 7th April, 
at daybreak, they issued forth by the PeshaAA’ur and Cabul gates, 
and saw the enemy drawn up in regular order to recciA’e them, 
having their left resting on the river. Captain HaA'eloek soon 
droA’^e in the adA'ance ; while the central column attacked a strong 
fort, which covered that part of Akbar’s line. They were repulsed, 
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reaching the summit of a hill, were assailed hy an ambuscade, and 
compelled to retreat, leaving Captain May and sixteen men dead 
on the field. The corps, in descending, were charged in the rear 
by a strong body of cavalry, when Major Apfhorp of the 20th was 
mortally wounded ; hut having formed themselves into a square, 
they repelled all farther attack, and fell hack upon Quetta. Their 
loss is stated at twenty-seven killed and seventy-one wounded. 
The Afghans had received large reinforcements from the north, 
under a resolute chief, Mohammed Sadig, and became so strong 
that General England was obliged to throw up intrenchments for 
the defence of the station he now occupied. 

"We have seen that General Sale at Jellalahad repulsed all 
attacks down to the 14th November ; but it could not be expected 
that the triumphant operations at Cabul would not encourage the 
enemy to renew their assaults upon him. Accordingly, the tribes 
again began to muster, keeping up a fire which interrupted the 
defensive works, and they even threatened mining operations. It 
appeared necessary to drive them to a greater distance ; with which 
view, on the 1st December 1841, a column was formed tvithin the 
Cabul gate, which was then thrown open, and Colonel Dcnnic led 
out the troops with such impetuosity that the enemy speedily took 
to flight. Our loss was trifling. They now retired about twelve 
miles, feeling that they could not make another attempt without a 
strong reinforcement of cavaliy. 

After the catastrophe of the Cabul army, however, they returned 
in increased numbers, commanded by Akhar Khan in person, 
who had formerly, as we mentioned, been governor of Jellalahad. 
He made the most strenuous efibrts to establish a rigorous blockade: 
the ravines, hollows, and remains of mud-forts, were filled with 
skirmishers, who kept up an incessant fire on the parapets. On 
the 10th March, operations were pressed with particular ardour on 
the north side, and a report was received that they were driving a 
mine in that direction. It being highly important to ascertain this 
fact, Colonel Dennie next day, with 800 men, sallied out by the 
gate leading to Peshawur. Leaving Captain Oldfield with the 
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Reinforcements, liowcvcr, continued to arrive; and General 
Pollock, whose conduct, under the most tr^’ing circumstances, fully 
justified the choice made of him, was appointed to command them 
and all the troops west of the Indus. He arrived in the end of 
January, but before attempting the formidable operation with 
which the campaign must open, he judged it necessary to await the 
accumulation of a considerable force. Other circumstances also 
compelled him to delay the advance. Bj’ the bcgiuiiiug of April, 
it had been raised to about SOOO, and though this was scarcely 
adequate, and 4000 more were c-xpcctcd, the urgent state of aflairs 
in Afghanistau made him determine to attempt the passage of the 
Ivhybcr, and on the 5th he advanced. This tremendous defile 
was defended by about 1 0,000 brave mountaineers, thoroughly 
skilled in this species of warfare. They had raised a strong 
breastwork to defend the narrow entrance, and their bands covered 
all the rocky and precipitous heights on the right and left, whence 
they could take sure aim against the small column, which alone 
could march on the road beneath. To have penetrated through 
this passage, exposed to so terrible a fire, would have been scarcely 
possible, and certainly not without dreadful carnage. The general 
saw that the only means of securing success was to send troops to 
scale the heights, and dislodge the enemy posted upon them. This 
was a most formidable operation; but British soldiers, when brought 
into close contact, had shown themselves able to vanquish the 
enemy under almost any cii'cuinstanccs. Two columns were there- 
fore formed, of twelve companies each, and placed, the one under 
Colonel Taylor and Major Anderson, the other under Colonel 
Moseley and Major Huish; while 400 of the native troops called 
Jczailchccs, were led by Captain Ferris. Both columns, in the 
fiice of a determined opposition, which they overcame in the most 
gallant style, succeeded in expelling the cnem}' from the crest of 
the hill. In this achievement they were much aided b}' Captain 
xilcxandcr of the artillery, who threw in shrapncll shells whore- 
cver opportunit}' offered. The assailants continued to drive the 
opposing force from height to height till they had cleared the 



584 


THE AFGHAN WAB. 


and in the attack Colonel Dennie received a mortal ivound. Thev 

•> 

contrived, however, to pass this work on the left, and fonn the 
army on the opposite side. A grand general attack was then 
made, the artillery advancing at the gallop, and the three columns 
of infantry rushing on in concert. The enemy gave way imme- 
diately at all points, his left being dislodged from its posts on the 
river, and some men and horses pnshed into it. Vigorous attempts 
were made to rally, particularly by masses of cavalry, while a bat- 
tery, screened by a garden-wall, was directed, it was supposed, by 
the sirdar himself. By seven in the morning, however, the whole 
army was in full retreat towards Lughman ; the camp and tents 
were involved in a general conflagration, and their artillery cap- 
tured, including four pieces taken from the Cahul army. The 
victory was complete, and only alloyed by the fall of Colonel 
Dennie, whose heroic exploits in this war we have repeatedly com- 
memorated. General Sale, while deploring it as a public calamity, 
felt it must he a consolation to his friends that he fell while most 
gallantly performing his duty. 

Meantime, as soon as the first disasters were known, all the 
troops that could he spared from the north of India were pushed 
forward into Afghanistan. Our rendezvous was at Peshawur, now 
belonging to the Seik government, who simulated a readiness to 
aflbrd ns every assistance, whilst their officers were in reality* 
exerting themselves to embarrass our movements. Early in 
January several regimeuts bad been mustered there ; hut the fort 
of Ali Mnsjid, about twenty miles in advance, and on the road 
to Jellalabad, was announced to he in great distress. Colonel 
Moseley was sent forward with two regiments, which, by a night- 
march, succeeded in reaching the place. Brigadier "Wild, on the 
19tb, attempted to penetrate with two more; but he was repulsed, 
himself wounded, and the whole party obliged to retreat ■with con- 
siderable loss. In Ali Musjid, meantime, the provisions were so 
completely exhausted, that the colonel was obliged to quit it on 
the 25th, and push hack to Jumrood, having suffered a loss of 175 
killed and wounded, including several officers. 
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inside. The enemy, however, about, eight in the evening, Avhen 
completely dark, succeeded, by combustibles secretly ignited, in 
setting fire to the Herat gate. The governor lost no time in rein- 
forcing this post, and opening upon them a destmetive fire; yet 
in the face of the havock thus made, dense masses kept up an 
incessant and heavy discharge, while eight or ten even tore down 
the burning fragments, and, scrambling over the bags, effected an 
entrance. They were soon despatched; and about midnight, after 
four hours of incessant attack, the assailants withdrew. A similar 
attempt to fire the Shikarpore gate entirely failed, as did a feebler 
one on that leading to Cabul. The enemy then retreated with 
such diligence, that when day broke not one of them was visible; 
but the ground was strewed with dead bodies, while the British 
bad not sustained a single casualty. 

Though the Afghans were thus severely checked at every 
point, they continued to lay waste the conntiy, carrying away the 
forage, and turning aside the supplies of water. Coleurl Tl'ymer 
was sent out to check these movements and to colUvi supplies. 
”On the banks of the Urghundab he saw large bodies cf cavalry 
grazing their horses; and on emerging from a pass s cc.’jsiderable 
force was observed to be forming in his rear. Ilf rearerfd back 
and obliged them to retreat; while Colonel dislodged 

another band from a village in front. But, st rl’f strre time, an 
overwhelming body, which had collected on rk:5“=aak, gained 
a temporary advantage, several ofiicers br'ry wc::nded. The 
commander hastened to their aid; and lir t?nnin.ated in 

the enemy being driven in confusion across -re <■ irgcundab, wi£;r 
the convoy was completely secured. 
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whole range as lar as Ali Musjid. Awed by the success of these 
masterly operations, the enemy abandoned the barrier at the mouth 
of the pass, and the army, with treasure, ammunition, and baggage, 
marched through without opposition. This grand achievement was 
attended with the incredibly small loss of 14 hilled, 104 wounded, 
and 17 missing; the first including one, and the second three 
officers. 

On the 6th, Ali Musjid was attached, and possession tahen, after 
a slight resistance. A full command was thus obtained of the 
Khyber Pass, and the route lay open to Jellalabad and into the 
interior of Cabul. 

Meantime, active operations were proceeding in the west, where 
the enemy omitted no exertion to dislodge the force with which 
General Nott occupied Gandahar. Prince Snfter Jung, a son of 
Shah Sujab, seconded the hostile chiefs in plundering the villages, 
and exciting the people to rise against the British. After con- 
tinuing these movements during February, they began early in 
March to press close upon the city; when the general, finding it 
necessary to push them to a distance, left 2600 men under Major 
Lane for its defence, and with the main body dashed out against 
the marauders. Though possessing a strength of 12,000, of whom 
one half were cavalry, -well mounted, they hastily retreated, passed 
the rivers Tumuk and Urghundab, and carefully shunned all 
contact with the pursuing infantry. On the 9th, General Nott 
approached so near that his artillery could open upon them with 
effect, when they were completely broken and dispersed, being only 
saved from destruction by his defect in horse. After accomplishing 
this object he returned, without sustaining the slightest loss in 
men, baggage, or camels. 

While the commander was engaged in this expedition, a strong 
detachment of Afghans, making a wide circuit, and favoured by 
their knowledge of the country and affections-of the people, came 
suddenly upon Gandahar. Major Lane, seeing their assemblage 
in the forenoon of the 10th, caused every preparation to bo made 
for resistance, and the gates to be secured by bags of grain piled 
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the Barakzye sirdars, strongly attached to Dost iMohammed and 
Akbar, determined to seize so favourable an opportunity for grati- 
fying their enmitj*. They placed in ambush a body of skilful 
musketeers, who, when they saw the monarch coming to the spot, 
sprung forth, and discharged against him a shower of balls. Two 
of them took cifcct in a vital part, when he fell down and expired 
almost immediately. Several of his attendants wore also slain ; 
his crown and jewels were seized ; and he left his family in as 
distracted a state ns his kingdom. 

lYc have seen his son Sufter Jung raising all the western tribes 
against the British power ; while another, Fntteh Jung, was un- 
derstood to be animated by quite opposite sentiments. The latter, 
being on the spot, obtained possession of the B.ala Hissar, and 
assumed the reins of sovereignty. Akbar, however, who had 
been absent during these trans.actions, and whose power was 
seemingly much reduced, now hastened to Cabnl; and by his 
talents, intinenee, and address, regained the complete mastery of 
that capital. Ho then turned his arms against the Bala Hissar; 
and having effected a breach, compelled it to surrender. Yet he 
did not proceed to extremities against Futteh Jung, but acknow- 
ledged him ns Sliah, upon the understanding that he himself, under 
the title of vizier, should exercise the whole authority. The 
prince at first consented ; hut not brooking this more shadow of 
royalty, and being in fact treated as a kind of stato-prisoncr, ho 
made his escape, and presented himself in the camp of General 
Pollock, who had made several marches towards the capital. 
Akbar was thus left undisputed master of the country, and 
the only enemy with whom that commander had now to con- 
tend. 

The British counsels, at this era, underwent an important 
change; for in September 1S4I, Sir Robert Peel and his friends 
came into power, in no degree pledged to the Indian policy of 
their predecessors. They do not appear to have intended to recall 
Lord Auckland ; but that nobleman, feeling himself in a delicate 
situaiion, and the usual term of his office being nearly expired. 
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wounded. On tlie other side he found Colonel "Wymer, who had 
come to aid him ; and the united corps proceeded without opposi- 
tion to Candahar. In the end of May, Sufter Jung, being joined 
by Auktur Khan with 3000 men, advanced upon the capital, where 
the force was weakened by Wymer having been sent with a 
detachment into the Ghilzie country. They took post on some 
steep rocky hills about a mile from the city, imagining the com- 
mander would not have strength enough to attack them in the 
field. Yet he without hesitation sallied out; all their positions 
were gallantly carried; and tiiey were driven with great loss across 
the Urghundah. The strong fortress of Kelat-i-Ghilzie had been 
maintained with great difficulty during the winter, surrounded by 
a hostile people, who early in spring formed lines of circumvalla- 
tion, and closely blockaded it. Unable to effect any impression, 
they retired; hut now again, on the 21st May, made an attack, at 
four in the morning, in two columns, each of 2000 men, with 
thirty scaling ladders. After an hour’s contest, they were com- 
pletely beaten off. 

Meantime, Cabul itself, on the departure of the English, became 
the theatre of most violent dissensions and revolutions ; hut the 
train of these events, and the motives of the barbarous actors, are 
involved in much obscurity. Shah Sujah, having at that crisis 
remained behind unprotected, might have been expected to fall a 
victim to the excited fury of the people. On the contrary, he retained 
possession of the Bala Hissar, exercised a powerful influence, and 
was even courted by the different parties. The odium attached to 
him, it thus appears, had been chiefly reflected from the foreign 
aid by which his cause was upheld. As all parties united in this 
sentiment, the Shah evidently deemed it expedient to dissemble 
whatever attachment he might feel for the British ; nor is there 
wanting ground to suspect, that he joined with apparent cordiality 
in schemes for their entire expulsion. One of the two factions into 
which the country was rent obtained, it is said, his consent to 
place himself at the head of a force levied for that purpose. On 
this destination he left the Bala Hissar; but the hostile party of 
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concluilc nny n|:tfcntcnt. On tlic l.llli July, Cnptaiu Troup, 
wUli several native cliicfs, brouglit fresh j>ropo?al'5, ami having 
rcttmjcd to Cabul, catnc bach on the ."il August ; but all these 
ncgoliations proved fruitless. The Knglish leader had proposed 
a general exchange of prisoners, which would have included Dost 
!Mohntnn»cd, father to Ahhar; but farther dcniands were inadc by 
the latter. It soon became apparent that negotiations could not 
be brought to a successful issue. The army were ready and eager 
loadv.anco; and it was obvious that, without advancing ujwn the 
caj)it,al, the brightnees of our milit.in* reputation could not bo 
cITertually restored. 

. In the mc.anwhilc, detachments had been sent out to heep open 
the. p-T-s-ages, to overawe ns well ns punish rcfnactory chiefs; 
and on these occasions, the most ttirhulcnt gencmlly rctrc.alcd 
without hazanling a combat. Some of the booty lahetj from tbe 
Cabul army being discovered in the village of AH Uoglian, the 
troops plundered and set the place on fire, witlumt any nutborily 
from their ofsiccTS, by whom this conduct was much disapproved. 
On the 20lh June, twenty-five forl.«ofthc Goolai tribe, a desperate 
race of frcclwotcrs, were found deserted, and a considerable sup- 
ply of paivisions procured. Tbe Shinwarcc’, another fierce b.and, 
who boasted tJi.it no conqueror bad ever entered their valley, 
refused tribute, and seized all opportunities of giving .annoyance. 
On the 2-Jth .Tuly, they attached .a detachment, and drove it with 
loss lech into the camp; upon which llrigadicr Moulc.ath, com- 
manding in this station, resolved to give them a serious lesson. 
On the 2Clh, leaving the baggage in camp, he pushed fonvard 
with hl« light troops into this supposed inaccessible v.allcy. On 
his approach, a long range of forts were abandoned, and, to the 
number of thirty-five, were set on fire, filling the whole atmos- 
phere with fl.amc and smoke. All the men retreated to the castle 
of their principal chief, Seconder Khan, seated on a high moun- 
t.ain. M.ajor Skinner, with the advance, obliged them to evacuate 
it, and drove them from successive posts in its vicinity. Our loss 
was three killed and twenty-three wounded. They were supposed 
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solicited pemission to resign. This tras granted ; and, amid very 
opposite opinions as to the Afghan policy, his departure elicited a 
high tribute of regret and respect, on account of his strict atten- 
tion to the duties of his office, generous patronage of merit, and 
zeal for the promotion of every object tending to the prosperity of 
the great country over which he had presided. In his room, the 
ministry appointed Lord EUenborongb, who had bestowed parti- 
cular attention on tbe affiiirs of India, and had, in consequence, 
been placed at the head of the Board of Control. To this nomi- 
nation the East India Company gave their cordial concurrence. 
His lordship having set out on the Sth November, arrived at Cal- 
cutta on the 28th February following; and after remaining there 
some weeks, he proceeded to Allahabad, and afterwards to Simla, 
the military headquarters in the west. He evidently came at once 
to the conclusion, that no attempt ought to be made to perpetuate the 
occupation of Afghanistan, or to control the people as to the choice 
of their government and ruler. After a correspondence, however, 
with General Pollock, it was finally settled that this commander 
from Jellalabad, and Nott from Candahar, should march upon 
Cabul, display the superiority of the British arms in open warfare, 
expel Mohammed Akbar, compel the restoration of the prisoners, 
and level with the ground all the strong fortresses by which tbe 
country could be defended in case a future expedition should be- 
come necessary. 

Pollock having, in the manner above related, forced all the 
barriers opposed by the Khyber Pass, arrived on the 16th April at 
Jellalahad, where the two victorious armies united, and hailed each 
other with loud and enthusiastic cheers. Early iu May they were 
rdnforced by a brigade under Colonel Bolton, who was met on 
the way by Colonel Monteath. Captain Mackenzie, one of the 
prisoners, arrived from Akbar, followed soon afterwards by the 
dead body of General Elphinstone, who had fallen a victim to 
disease and arrxiety. He bore also proposals from the Afghan 
nrler, understood to relate to the ransom of the captives and the 
release of Dost ^lohammed; but he latnmed without being able to 
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strong, Tinder the standards of diffeicnt cliicfs, had crowned the 
amphitheatre of hills on the left of the road, whence they were 
separated hy a deep ravine. They opened a formidable fire on 
the advaneing column, when Captain Nugent, a highly promising 
young officer, was wounded, and died almost immediately. Our 
guns were well served, and shells hurst among them with power- 
ful effect, yet not so much as to shake their determination or slacken 
their fire. It was found that the heights must he scaled; for 
which purpose, Captain Broadfoot was directed to move on the 
enemy’s extreme left, while Colonel Taylor with his regiment, and 
Sale with the 13th light infantry, charged a large body of the 
enemy who occupied the centre in advance. This force, in rushing 
up the steep ascents before them, raised an animated and enthusiastic 
cheer, on hearing which, the enemy, struck with panic, fled down 
the opposite declivities. Captain Lockwood, with the dragoons, 
nearly reached thmr cavalry, who, howeve^, saved themselves hy 
flight. Captain Broadfoot also completely succeeded on the left; 
but the fugitives from both points rallied on the top of a very 
lofty mountain, where they planted their standards, and seemed to 
consider themselves unapproachable. To dispel this idea. Captains 
lYilkinson and Broadfoot were sent out with the 13th light infantry 
and the sappers, covered by the guns of Captains Abbott and Back- 
house. As soon as the Afghans saw' them approach, they hastily 
took to flight, aheandoning this last stronghold, and carrying off 
their standards. They included the most powerful of the hostile 
tribes — those among whom the insurrection had arisen — and who 
were led by numerous chiefs. But neither Akhar Khan nor 
any other of the first rank was present. Our loss amounted to 
six killed and fifty-eight wounded, among which last was General 
Sale. 

Pollock now proceeded with the utmost diligence, and on the 
1 1th arrived at Tezeen, where, finding the men and cattle much 
fatigued, and being necessitated to wait for the arrival of General 
M'Caskill’s division, he halted on the 12th, before entering into the 
still more formidable passes which laj’ before him. The barbarians, 
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to have suffered severely, and their chief immediately aftcrn’ards 
intimated his willingness to pay the revenue. 

General Pollock remained at Jcllalahad till nearly the end of 
August, apparently with the view of maturing his plans, and con- 
certing with. General Nott a joint movement on the capital. On 
the 20th, he left these quarters, and on the 23d reached Gunda- 
muk; the enemy occupying the village and fort of MammooKhail, 
only two miles distant, with a strong body. To dislodge them, 
he marched on the 24th, and found them stationed in an orchard 
with some enclosures, having their front covered by field-works 
of loose stones. Prom these positions they were driven into the 
village, where they made a show of resistance; hut on the Pritish 
coming up they abandoned it, retired into the fort, and barricaded 
the gates. The assailants, by mounting on each other's shoulders, 
entered a shattered bastion eight feet high, when they saw the 
defenders going over the walls on the other side, but were unable 
from fatigue to pursue. The right wing, under General M'Caskil], 
advanced upon Kookhi IChail, another hamlet two miles distant, 
held also by hostile troops, who then abandoned it, but took post 
upon the adjacent peaks of the great range called Soofaid ICoh. 
From several of these they were dislodged, but from others main- 
tained a heavy fire with the long muskets called jczails, which 
obliged our men to retire from some of the points they had gained. 
General Pollock, not considering it an object to push farther, 
burned the remoter village, while in the nearer one ho established 
his camp, lest the enemy should boast of having driven him 
thence. His loss amounted to seven killed and forty-nine 
wounded. The success had not been quite complete ; yet it was 
sufficient to secure the British flank, and deter the barbarians 
from any further attempts to molest his position. 

The general spent about a fortnight in this place collecting his 
troops, and making arrangements for their farther advance.. On 
the Gth September, he began his final movement upon Cnbul; next 
day reached Soorkab; and on the morning of the 8lh, appro<achcd 
the terrible pass of Jiigduluk. Ifcre the enemy, nearly 5000 
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pnss of that name still lay before him, and troops were sent to 
crown its heights; hut the enemy, dismn 3 'ed and disorganized by 
their recent overthrow, had made no attempt to secure them. On the 
14th, Pollock arrived at Sootkhak, and next day encamped on the 
race-gi’ound at Cabul. On the morning of the 16th, with his staff 
and a detachment, he entered the Bala Hissar, on whose summit, 
amid the anthem of God save the Queen,” the British colours 
were hoisted. Futteh Jung was allowed to accompany them, and 
placed himself on the throne, but mthout any co-operation or 
guarantee on our part. The strictest orders were issued to the 
officers and troops not to injure in any shape the city or its inhabi- 
tants, nor even to enter it Andiout express permission. 

Meantime, as early as the beginning of June, General Nott 
had been making preparations to evacuate Candahar, after dis- 
mantling its fortified positions. Colonel W^'racr, who had marched 
upon Kelat-i-Ghilzie, demolished its strongholds, and withdrew 
the garrison. A similar course was followed in respect to Ghirisk, 
long held by Bulwunt Sing, a steady adherent of England. All 
the stores in the capital which could not be carried off were de- 
sti’ 03 '’ed; and on the 10th August, the city being evacuated, the 
army divided itself into two portions. One under General Eng- 
hand, composed of the troops recently arrived from Bombay, and 
removing with them all the heavy baggage, commenced their 
return by Quetta and Dadur to the Lower Indus, t On the IGth, 
be reached the entrance of the Eojuck Pass, where he had been 
informed that the Afghans were preparing to make a most desperate 
effort to intercept his artilleiy and supplies, including nearly 
10,000 beasts of burden. He saw, however, that the highest 
mountain pinnacles were not yet occupied, and though the troops 
were fatigued by a night march of twenty-four miles, he lost no 
time in sending a light detachment to talce possession of the most 
important ridge, and the peaks commanding the pnncipal passes. 

This proved a most judicious precaution; for, next morning, 
the enemy began to appear in small bodies, their numbers con- 
■ tinually increased, and repeated attacks were made, but rendered 
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imputing tliis piinsc to timidity, commenced nn attack upon the 
outposts on the left, vrhich it was necessary to send Colonel Taylor 
with 240 men to repel. The enemy then retired to the crests of 
the neighbouring hills, whence they kept up an obstinate fire; but 
the colonel, haring made a circuit unpcrceivedj took them in fiank, 
and drove them down with severe loss. Soon after, however, 
they came suddenly upon a pieket on the British right, under 
Lieutenant Montgomery, which was driven in, with the loss of four 
killed and seventeen wounded, before a reinforcement could arrive 
to strengthen the post. They continued similar attempts through 
the night, hut found every point completely guarded. Major 
Skinner, who had been detached with a party in the evening, 
succeeded in dislodging a body of the enemy from the heights in 
front of the camp. 

On the morning of the 13th, the army entered the pass of 
Tezeen, and found mustered there the whole Cabul force, estimated 
at 1 6,000 men, under the personal command of Akbar, Amconoolah, 
and other great chiefs attached to his cause. They had most 
carefully improved the naturally great strength of the position, 
and manifested a determination to defend it to the last extremity. 
AVhen, therefore, the British troops ascended the heights, they 
found them, contrary to custom, advancing to the contest, which 
was maintained with desperation, and in many instances decided 
only by the bayonet. It was peculiarly obstinate before they 
were dislodged from the numerous positions on the lofty' eminence 
of the Huft Kothul. The resistance was indeed protracted during 
a great part of the day; but at length British valour overcame 
every obstacle, and our troops, with three cheers, established 
themselves on this mighty summit. Tlio enemy then fied in 
every direction, losing their guns and three standards. A strong 
body' had attacked the rear-guard, with the view of hemming in 
the army' on both sides, or at least of Ccapturing the baggage; but 
they were gallantly repulsed by Colonel Richmond, who commanded 
in that quarter. 

The goncnTl now marched on to Koord Cabul. The dreadful 
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'J'lu’ in op.’r;iSions cotiMsloil of three hilled and forly- 
ihm; wounded. 

(.KTUTid now nuirchcd directly iiortlnvnnl upon Cidiiil; hut 
on .nppr^inchin}; Mydan, he a};aiii enconntcivd Sliuui^hoodccn and 
t>uh.au .Inn, with .a fotee a*; l.argc as hefere, wcupyinp a range of 
ftrong nu>Hnt.'iin'po?t-‘. 'riicl-lthand hath .‘?epteinhcr were ifpeni 
in driving them Mircc'Mvely fixnu then! eminences, which was dune 
with the u-u.al sneoess, though not without a hard re? istance, costing 
a lojs of four killed and fifty-nine wounded. The army then pro- 
reeded to join (icncral Pollock at {'nhul. 

.\u ausjiicioiK rc-uli now followed the trinmph of the Ilritish 
arms. .\s j oun as Akhar saw his victorious enemy advancing, he 
desjn.teht-d ihe prI^■'oner^ under a strong guard to Kluxilloum in 
Tinkiftan, where they were either to he thrown into dungeons or 
given .ns ^laves lo the, jtriiicipal chiefs. In this fearful predica- 
ment, they of c«nr.se looked round for all means of dclivcr.ance. 
Tiic eseort was commanded hy t^.nleh Moknmmed, who had deserted 
from the P.riiish came, and might therefore not he incorruptihle. 
A tender was repeatedly made to him of a lac of rupees (£10,000), 
on condition of enahling them to rc.neh the linglish camp. Jits 
evaded there proiwrilioiis, evidently donhtful which side would 
g.iin the a‘eendency. On their arrival at liameenn, however, lie 
came and nniionneed iliat orders had heen received for llieir imirie- 
iliate liipnrture for Khoollooni: hm that (leneral Pollock had in- 
timated lliri/Ugh amitlier clniniiel a iv.ndiness to hestow £‘2000 and 
a monthly pension of £l(((l, inca«eof liis effecting their deliverance. 
'I'his he engaged lo do, prov ided they should enter into a bond guii- 
ranleeing the offer just made. Four officers signed the ohiigntion, 
the other jirisoners engaging to p-ny such hums as might liereafier 
he demanded from them for fulfilling it, .Saleh then dismissed tlic 
escort, and changed the governor of the fort for one on whom he 
could rely. Dreading lest the Afghan army, even in its retreat, 
should take this direction, they made indefaiigahle elTorts to put 
the stronghold in n slate of defence. However, on le.arning the 
victory nl Tezeen, and anticipating the entry of the Hriiish forcca 
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fruitless by tbe 'vrant of any commanding position. Thp loss sus- 
tained was only two killed and eight wounded. The anny then 
marched in two columns by Quetta to Dadnr, which it reached on 
the 9th October. In traversing the Bolan Pass, the heat was 
extremely severe, and some slight annoyance was experienced from 
the natives. 

On tbe 10th August, also, General Nott quitted Gandahar, 
leaving it to be occupied by Prince Sufter Jung and his adherents. 
On the general reaching Nannee, however, about twenty miles from 
Ghizni, Shumshoodeen Khan, governor of that capital, met him 
on the 30th with 12,000 men. He marched out with only a part 
of his force, when the enemy advanced boldly, opening a hot fire 
from small arms and two well-served gnns. The British columns, 
however, steadily advanced, and, after a brisk but short contest, 
completely dispersed them. Their guns, tents, and ammunition 
fell into our hands, and the darkness alone saved them from being 
entirely cut up, their commander fledng with, a train of no more 
than thirty horsemen. Our loss, however, amounted to thirty- 
eight killed and sixty-six wounded. 

On tbe morning of the 5th, the general arrived at Ghizni, which 
he found defended by strong bodies of troops, reinforced by Sultan 
Jan, one of the leading actors in the scene of assassination. They 
had occupied not only gardens and ravines in front of the walls, 
but a long range of mountains stretching to tbe north-east. The 
first object being to reconnoitre the place, and the party thus 
employed being briskly attacked, it was necessary to send addi- 
tional companies to their support. It was judged requisite to 
begin by driving the Afghans from the heights, which the troops 
efiected in gallant style, carrying successively every point. The 
village of Bullal was then chosen as a convenient site for erecting 
a battery; and before daybreak on the 6th, one of four eightccn- 
ponnders was constructed and advanced towards the walls. It was 
then, however, discovered that the enemy had evacuated the place; 
and arrangements were immediately made for the demolition of 
this celebrated citadel, as far as could be effected in two days. 
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rAvni(“.«, ami covtml with ^anions, vinfvnnlh', nnd orchards, cn- 
clpfi'il hr i-troiig walls; nil the hriphls being occupied hy the 
.lorailrln'cs, thorc f<'nnidahlc f harpshooterf.-. After careful exn* 
initiation, it «.as delcriiiined to innhc ihn nltacl; on the right, 
though the ipiarter naturally strongol; hut from this very* canse, 
the enemy had been induced to jdnee on the left their guns and 
the most eiacieni of their force. The troops, fonned into two 
columns, under llrigadiers Tulloch nnd .Stacy, advanced in the 
face, of a heavy fire from the gardens, and then united in a joint, 
attael: on the village Ismillnh, con-idered the key of the po.'-ition, 
which they stonned with distinguished gallautrv'. Pressing on, 
and leaving the cnomv not n moment to rallv, thev carried sue- 
ce'-.-ividy all the rnclo;5nn-«, fort«, heights, snhnrhs, nnd finally 
the town. The singular siHict.nclc was then presented of the 
v.'oinf.'i and children hnsicnirig' up the im.nKUain*sidc to cfiVct their 
c‘capc, which no attempt was made to intercept. armed 
bodies, huwover, were t een r.allying on some very lofty heights, 
gtms went conveyed up by some marrow paths, nnd soon cntiscd 
their di'porsion. 'I'he Ilritidi lo's was six killed and forly-fivo 
wonadi'il, considerfal very small in carrying so strong a position. 
The place wa'- found filled avith property conveyed thither for 
st'cnrity, and in gav-at jiarl taken from onr army in ISa J. After 
removing everything that could he m-eful, arrangements were 
made fjr the. entire demolition of tlm fortress. 

No further ojvrations were nnderlnken against the enemy. 
.Vkhar .and other clilr f*, on avhom it might have been desirable to 
let fall onr re^^entment, had fled beyond the frontier and sought 
rcftigc in 'J'nrkistan. The speedy npiiroaeh of winter gave warn- 
ing to lo«e no time in executing the resolution of cv.acimting a 
country \Yhich had been the scene of so much glory and disaster. 
1‘utlch .Tung, ns already mentioned, had seated himself on the 
throne, lint without llritl.sh sanction. It proved that the Kuxzil- 
hashes, nnd other fricndl}' chiefs, cho-so rather that it should bo 
occupied hy .‘^hah Poom, his younger brother, n mere lad, hoping, 
it is jirohahle, to govern in his name, and taking advantage of 
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into Caljul, they conceived it possible to effect their deliverance hy 
their own efforts, trusting to co-operation from that quarter. In 
fact, General Pollock, immediately on arriving there, had made 
arrangements for the departure of 700 Kuzzilbash horse, accom- 
panied hy Sir Eichmond Shakespeare, to whom he advanced 
10,000 rupees; and soon after General Sale followed, with a corps 
of 2000 men. The prisoners departed from Bameean on the 16th, 
and next day crossed the Kaloo mountain-range, 13,000 feet 
high, being little inferior to Mount Blanc. After descending, they 
were filled with joy by meeting with Sir Eichmond and the 
Euzzilbashes, and on the 19th with General Sale. The meeting 
of that ofBcer with his heroic lady and daughter may he more 
easily conceived than described. His mission proved by no means 
supei'fluous, as Sultan Jan was in full pursuit, and would perhaps 
have been up in, twenty-four hours. They arrived in camp on 
the evening of the 2l8t, when their arrival was celebrated by a 
royal salute and the most heartfelt rejoicings. They included 
General Shelton, Colonel Palmer, Majqrs Pottinger and Griffiths, 
twelve captains, three surgeons, nine lieutenants, three ensigns, 
twenty-eight non-commissioned officers and soldiers. The females 
were Ladies Macnaghten and Sale, besides the wives of five officers 
and of three privates. There remained only Captain Bygrave, 
who had been detained hy Akbar; hut ho, too, arrived on the 
27th, with a despatch from that chief. 

The Afghans, after so many disasters, retreated into the moun- 
tain-territory of Kohistan, immediately north of Cabul, where 
they hoped to find a present refuge and a point whence they might 
return upon the city. General Pollock, however, determined to 
dislodge them, and, if he could not capture, at least drive them to 
a distance. The grand rallying point to which most of the chiefs 
had conveyed their property and their wives, was Istalif. This 
town,'v\'ith 15,000 inhabitants, consists of clusters of houses and forts 
built on the slope of a mountain, having in its rear still loftier 
eminences, that shut in a defile leading to Turkistan. It could 
bo approached only across ranges of hills separated by dark 
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wns wjlli girnlfurj-, nntl ft ciintfs! ensued, in wliicli two 

ofiicors ftUil ft confidcraWc lunubcr of men fell. I’wo guns were 
Iftla.n, Iml rccovcml next cl.ny. On tlip Gtli, llio under 
(u'Hcr.il Xott, wncrgetl from tbe jmss nt .lutnrood, and tlic wliolu 
were FOrtii utiiud in the vieinity of IVsbnwur. On tlin lOlli, they 
niarchrd in four lirig.ndes; on the. ITth, crof’-cd the Indus at 
Attwl:, ajid, j'rooocdiiig through tlio I’nnjauh on tlie ISih, jKisscd 
tlie finth dgo to roror.eporc, where the governor nnd comniandcr- 
in-rhief joyfully received them. On the ‘Jnth Ootoher, Lord- 
IClIcnhonmgh had .nnnounred in n proclamation, that with n view. 
t>> tenninate n'i early ns pos.sihlc all the, evils nri'-ing out of the 
war, the several Afghnn.s now in the power of the llritich govcni-. 
iiient would he .‘•et at liheriy. In this mnnher Dost Mohntnnied,- 
hs« wive-: and family, nnd nho tho--uof Ahhar Khan, were included. 

.‘^ueh was the. termination of this long contest, diversified hy so 
many cvetits at once glorious nnd traglc.nl. It was douhtli:.s.s a 
} tihject of rather painful reflection that the only result should ho 
the rv'triration of .nil thing^ to their previous st.ntc, nnd the renun- 
ciation of every <ihject for which the war had hcen umlcrt.nhen. 
Vit few, we thiuh, will deny, that the rcsidntion thus to clo.^o it, 
:i-< annoimcrd hy Lord Kllcnlwrough, was highly judicious. The 
exiH'ditien had, r.s formerly .shown, hoen projected hy Lord Atick- 
l.nml, under the helief that the deposed monarch would he wel- 
comed hy his former suhjwts, nnd that the rccuro i»nsscssion of 
the. throne in his hands would form a harrier to our Indian 
jto-sesMons. It ha.s indeed npjie.nred that the people were not 
without some .nttachment to the ancient family, but ns .soon ns it 
was jiroved that he could not he maintained in power except hy a 
Ilriti.'h force, all hope of holding this jiroud, bravo, and lurhnlcnt 
peojde in willing subjection, necessarily vanished. AVc might, 
indeed, hy good management, have held a mnnher of fortified 
poi-iiioiiB in a besieged state, but could never have possessed the 
country. It must have been wlmt .Spain was to Napoleon, and 
what Algiers now is to I'rancc, — a .sourco of wcaknc.ss, innsmnch 
as it would have proved a continual drniu both of men and treasure. 
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the respect with which his family were still regarded. General 
Pollock, who had resolved to refrain from dictating on this subject, 
tacitly acquiesced in these proceedings, hut left uninjured the 
Bala Hissar, with a store of artillery for its defence. The elder 
brother accompanied our army to India. It was, however, con- 
sidered indispensable that, before departing, a severe lesson should 
be given to the Afghans as to the hazards which must always 
attend a war with Britain. The great bazaar, erected under 
Anrengzebe bj’- the celebrated architect Ali Jtlurdan Khan, was 
esteemed the most spacious edifice, and the chief seat of trade in 
Central Asia. It was 600 feet long, and contained 2000 shops ; 
and here had been exposed to public insult the remains of the late en- 
voy. It was therefore determined to reduce it to ashes ; and Colonel 
Richmond, with a party of sappers and miners, and a detachment 
of troops, were employed two days in completing its destruction, 
The army marched on the 12th October in three divisions, com- 
manded respectively by Generals Pollock, M'Caskill, and Kott. 
General Sale, with a light corps, went in advance to clear the 
right flank, and crown the heights of the Koord C.abul Pass. 
Through these good arrangements General Pollock’s division 
arrived at Jugduluk on the 16th, without any serious attempt to 
molest it. The second, under General M'Coskill, sufiered some 
annoyance and loss. General Nott’s rear was much retarded by 
the exhaustion of the baggage-cattle, of which advantage was taken 
by large hordes of Ghilzies to make several brisk attacks. They 
were gallantly repulsed, j’et with a loss on our side of twelve 
killed and forty-nine wounded. Prom .Jugduluk, the divisions, 
for the convenience of march, proceeded separately, each at a 
day’s interval. On the 22d, 23d, and 25th, they succesrively 
arrived at Jellalabad. Three days were employed in destroying 
the military works of that celebrated fortress. On the 27th, the 
first division left it, followed on the 29th by the others. They 
proceeded with all expedition through the passes, and though con- 
stantly harassed by the Khyberecs, sustained no serious loss 
except on the 3d November, when General M'Cnskill's division 
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lull country wlncli tlic. llritiiili nriu's lintl fo recently conqucrcil, 
only to return into llie lintuls of ib lurliulcnl nritivo po?FCSForp. 
It uno nt llic very cIpfc of 1J<12, that 1/ml ICllenboroupli com- 
pleted llie. nrraiipomcnts for the renuneialion of Af{rliani«lnn, anti 
restored to liberty the Ifttt of the Afghan'* i*till remaining in IiIh 
ptuver. Alino't Immctlinlely fhor»!nfier, his nttcntlnn v.ns tlirceted 
to vnrlou'* aclf- of the Ameers of f'lnile in contnivention of their 
c-xif-tlng cngapemcnt<!, ns well ns to ilcciilcd mnnifc'-lalions of 
ho'llle intentions. During the lenipornry tUsasIcn* in Afghan- 
istan, which throatoned to destroy the pR-sligo,actpiiml hy Ilritisli 
valour in India, the Amecrn had clifpl.ayed nn evident desire ot 
.avail them>-elves of the first favonmhlc opportunity for setting nt 
naught all eNisting treaties, and therehy almost as cfiecttinlly 
favoun'tl tlie. Afghans n‘* if they had mised nn .army to co-operatc 
with them again«l the Ilritish. Decided symptoms of hostile 
Intentions b(c.amo speedily npp,arcnt. Marly in August a letter 
de'rrihcs the. surrounding triln's ns little heltcr than in a stale of 
in^urrerticn. Chiefs wen; moving nhout with armed hands, en- 
deavouring to enlist followers, and availing themselves of every 
oj*iH'rtuni(y to plunder. In the. Ilomhay naretfc of Hth f?cp-| 
tftnher, it is remarhed: — “ "With regard to the Amccr-s of .Sindc,\ 
we thinh there will I'O ample gromuls for sending them to } 
Itenan-s." The movements of Ilritish tnraps speedily nfionled 
indiration that the governor-general svas resolved to adopt sum- 
mary measures for siijipn'ssing any hostile movcincnt.s on the 
part of the Jrinde.nns. The force under Gonenal Mnglnnd, amount- 
ing to about It.'iOO, w.is ordered to move frotn Cnndnbar, towards 
?inde, and other bodies of troops soon followed llicin, increasing 
their mimlM:r to alKtvc fdlOO men. 

General I'ngl.and's forces cxjicricnccd little interruption in 
their progress towards Sinde, excepting that which arose from 
the excessive heat TJtc tcmpcmluro in the Ilolan Pass is de- 
scribed ns almost unbearable. Eight men died in the course of 
two days from its cflfcctB. The last jiorlion of Gencr.!! England’s 
forces left Quett.ah on the first of October, and proceeded without 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

TUB WAIl IN 8IKMK AVTt OWATitOU. 

I'.ijnklne.i on ttie IfTWlnatlim of lli« Aff'linn Wnr— I)c*.lr« for Hic cnnvMiliiftoti of flis 
iiiUMi In India— T)l*.tiirtian>.‘ei In filndi:— Ifixfno rnanlfi;».talIoni of Itie 

Ainocris— Sir Ciiarloa Ifnjdtr ntniinoi llio corninnnd In Slndft— ralllilosajjroocedln'j'iof llio 
Ainwm— AUiwJ: on the Ilrittr.h llMtdent— liattle of Ilydcnihad— Bcf'jat of the Sindian 
and Jielooclion forcoo— Irnporhinl offi^t* of fh« VIclory— liattlo of Uoliha—SlronB jwjd- 
llonoftlio Kni.-my— Becitivo Vldory— Inwilnhrlly of the Cllrniitii— Bltlnrhanoti im ilio 
Nortliorn I'rnnIIora— WiMrdcred c'.ntcofAfglisnlc.lan— K'irolutloinlnlliel’nnjnnb— Anny 
of Ol/'ofv.athm on the Bntledge — Bliturhantei ftt fJwallor — liettle.i of Miiliar»Jiio</r and 
ronnlar— iJe'duIvK effede of thete Vlet'jrfe*— Eeeall of I/jrd Elhnihormii;h~I/jrd Har- 
dlfijje niit>olHted floyomor-Oencrnl— Change of I’olley— OMillmied liWarlrtnce'! In the 
I'unjaub— I)I«cin«lona to whlcli they gars rite. 

'i’lii: year 1812 closotl, liolli in Tn*Ha and at lioinc, with grAtuIn" 
lions and rejoicings for the successful termination of Eastern 
warfare. A succession of disasters had allerided tlic IJrilish arms, 
such as had scarcely hcforc been matched in its history. Dis- 
honour, defeat, and flight, had disgraced the British standards 
beyond the Indus, and already boding prophets, both in England 
and on the Continent, were anticipating llic ovcrtlirow of oiir 
wbolc Indian empire. Events tbe moat tragical and disastrons 
bad, Iion'cver, been followed by triumplis no less glorious, and 
the tcinponary humiliation of British arms had only helped more 
thoroughly to show their superiority, in the long run, against any 
pov.'cr that Asia can inuslcr ag.ainst them. All parties, however, 
were thoroughly convinced of the Tjeccssity imposed upon Eng- 
land to accept of the great natural harrier which the Indus 
appears to offer as the north-western boundary of her Eastern 
posHCssions; and the establishment of peace on a firm and lasting 
liasis was confidently anticipated ns the result of this definite lino 
of jjolicy. 'J'herc remained, however, another enemy still bent on 
hostility. 

'J'lie kingdom of Sinde, which occupies both hanks of the Orcat 
Delta of the Indus, immediately to the south of Afghanistan, 
altogether differa in climate and ii.aliirnl features from th.st rugged 
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cliiefs. The small force ^der his command maintained their 
post •with the utmost gnllantiy, and had it not hcon for the terror 
of the camp-followers, who were employed to remove the property 
on hoard a steamer that lay in the river, the assailants would not 
have obtained possession of an}* portion of it. 

M.ajor Outram writes to Sir Charles Napier on the 1 5th ; “ My 
despatches of the last few d.iys will have led you to expect 
that my earnest endc.ivours to cficct an amicable arrangement 
with the Ameers of Sinde would fail, and it is with much regret 
I have now to report that their highnesses have commenced hosti- 
lities hy attacking my residence this morning, which, after four 
hours’ most gallant defence by my honorary escort, the light 
company of Her ]yiajest 3 ’’s 22d regiment, commanded hy Captain 
Conway, I was compelled to evacinite, in consequence of our 
ammunition running short. At nine a.m. this morning, a dense 
body of cavalry and infantry took post on three sides of the Agency 
compound (the fourth being defended by the Planet sloamcr about 
600 yards distant), in the gardens and houses which immediately 
commanded the enclosure, and which it was impossible to hold 
with our limited numbers. A hot fire was opened by tlic enemy, 
and continued incessantly for four hours; but all their attempts to 
enter the Agency enclosure, although merely surrounded b}* a 
wall varying from four to five feet high, were frustrated by Cap- 
tain Conway’s able distribution of his small band, and the admi- 
rable conduct of every individual soldier composing it, under the 
gallant example of their commanding officer and his subalterns 
Lieutenant Harding and Ensign Pennefather; Her Majesty’s 22d 
regiment; also Captains Green of the 21st regiment native infantry, 
and Wells of the 15th regiment, who volunteered their ser^^ces, 
to each of whom was assigned the charge of a separate quarter; 
also to your aide-de-camp Captain Brown, Bengal Engineers, ■who 
carried my orders to the steamer, and assisted in working her 
guns and directing her flanking fire. Our ammunition being 
limited to forty rounds per man, the officers directed their whole 
attention to reserving their fire, and keeping their men close under 


601 


THE ATAH IS SISDE ASD GWALIOB. 


interruption for the first two inarches into the Bolan- Pass. But 
as they threaded a difficult portion of the defile bn the 3d, an 
attack was made on the column, and skirmishing kept up for 
some hours, during which the rear-guard sufiered considerably. 

On the 4th of October, Sir Charles Napier arrived at Sukkcr, 
and assumed the command of the forces in Sinde. On his way 
he had left with the Ameers Lord Bllenhorough’s ultimatum, and, 
a few days after. Major Outram was commissioned to demand an 
equally definite reply. It was then confidently anticipated that 
when they learned the complete success of the British arms in 
the north, there would be Kttle difficulty in negotiating .with 
them. In this, however, the governor-general was disappointed. 
Negotiations were indeed carried on for above four months, udth 
considerable hopes of a satisfactory termination; and new provi- 
sions, which Lord Ellenhorough deemed indispensable, in conse- 
quence not only of their manifestations of a hostile disposition, 
but of various acts in direct contravention of existing engage- 
ments, received the assent of the Ameers of Sinde. The usual 
difficulties, however, were experienced in dealing with native 
powers. It was obvious, notwithstanding their adoption of the 
prescribed terras, that no reliance could be placed on their good 
faith. Of this abundant evidence was speedily afibrded. Tlie 
new treaty, which had been proposed and agreed to, received the 
signature of the Ameers on the 14th of Februaiy 1843, and on 
the very day thereafter, they made a sudden attack, at the head 
of a large force, on the residence of Major Outram, the British 
commissioner. Unexpectedly sudden and undisguised as this 
treacherous assault was, the commissioner had been warned to 
place little faith in their sincerity. On leaving the durbar the 
previous day, where the whole body of the Ameers had formally 
affixed their seals to the treaty, Major Outram and his companions 
were exposed to great peril, and were only rescued by the 
Ameers’ guards from a hired band of assassins. But on the fol- 
lowing morning, the Jfajor's residence was attacked by a hod}' of 
8000 troops, headed by several of tbe Ameers and principal 
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bank of the river, and in a few minutes the engagement became 
general along the whole line. The Sindcans, however, made 
good use of their well-chosen position, and for above three hours 
the combatants struggled for mastery along the banks of the 
river, lighting i\*ith the most deadly fuiy man to man. The 
Beloochccs, who formed an important branch of the Sindcan army, 
arc celebrated as bold and skilful swordsmen, and they fought in 
this engagement ndth the most desperate fury. Bushing on to 
the top of the embankments, they discharged their matchlocks and 
pistols at their opponents, and then dashed into the midst of them 
sword in hand. 

The nature of the ground almost completely precluded the ordi- 
nary manoeuvres of a disciplined force, and from the vast superio- 
rity of the enemy in point of numbers, it appeared for a time im- 
possible that the British could hold their ground. Fast as one 
wild band of desperate assailants fell before their cool and resolute 
defence, another band, equally numerous and fearless, sprang into 
their place. On seeing the perilous state in which the main body 
in his front was placed, oiler maintaining their ground for above 
three hours against a foe which seemed to spring up before them 
anew as fast as they were struck domi or driven back. Sir Charles 
sent orders to his reserved cavalry to force the right wing of the 
enemy. This movement was most gallantly executed. In the 
first charge, the 9th light cavalr}- took a standard and several 
pieecs of artilleiy, and another body of native eavahy obtained 
possession of the enemy’s camp, from whence a large body of their 
horse were slowly driven, fighting every inch of ground as they 
withdrew. They were pursued for upwards of two miles, until 
they were effectually broken and scattered in hopeless disorder. 
This gallant charge decided the fortunes of the day. Though the 
main body of the enemy did not immediately give way, their re- 
sistance slackened as soon as they saw their wing turned and the 
chief body of their cavalry driven from the field. The 22d, the 
23d, and the 12th regiments then successively charged up the 
bank with muskets and fixed bayonets, which in the hands of 
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cover, never showing themselves or returning a shot,. except wlicn 
the enemy attempted to rush, or showed themselves in great num- 
bers j consequently great execution was done with trifling expen- 
diture of ammunition, and with little loss.” Major Outram had 
held out in the hope of obtaining reinforcements and a supply of 
ammunition from the Satellite steamer, which was hourly expected; 
but in this he was disappointed, and they were at length compelled 
to evacuate the place, which they did, says Major Outram, “covered 
bj* a few skirmishers, as deliberately as on parade.” The com- 
missioner joined Sir Charles Napier at Hala, and immediately on 
learning from him of the commencement of hostilities, he put the 
whole forces at his command in motion, to oppose the united 
armies of Upper and Lower Sinde, which were already in the field. 
On the 1 6th, Sir Charles reached Muttaree, where he learned that 
the Ameers had taken up a position at Meeance, about twelve 
miles distant, at the head of a force of 22,000 men, while the 
number then with him did not amount to 3000. At eight o’clock 
on the following morning, his advanced guard came in sight of 
their camp at Mecanec, within sight of the towers of Hyderabad. 
The position occupied by the Sindeans had been chosen with great 
skill, and their immense superiority in point of numbers allowed 
them to turn it to the utmost adi'antagc. Both flanks were pro- 
tected by thick woods, which seemed calculated to baffle any 
attempt to turn them, ivhile the whole length of their front was 
effectually secured by the diy bed and steep banks of the river 
Fulaillc, one of the branches of the Indus. So soon as the British 
forces c.'ime within range of the enemy's guns, a battery of fifteen 
pieces of ai-tilleiy opened upon them with deadly effect. The 
whole artillery on the side of the British consisted of twelve small 
field-pieces, which Sir Charles posted on liis right, while some 
skirmishers and a body of native cavalry were ordered to advance, 
in order to make the enemy show his force. The main body then 
advanced from the right in echelon of battalions, moving rapidly 
across the open plain, which was swept by the enemy's cannon. 
The British fire of musketry opened at about 100 yards from the 
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wounded in proportion to tlio whole.” The policy indicated in 
this suggestion of the general has since been acted upon by the 
government at home, and the staff of British otScers for the Indian 
army, and especially for the native troops, has been permanently 
enlarged to a considerable extent. 

Much satisfaction was naturally experienced at the nows of a 
victory of so brilliant a character, gained under unexpected cir- 
cumstances, and against such very considcriible odds. Whatever 
doubts might have been entertained of the good faith or friendly 
intentions of the xVmecrs of Sinde, the British general might have 
been excused had ho been found unprepared for so sudden . and 
treacherous an attack as that which immediately followed the 
signing of the treaty. Still the disasters of the first Afghan war 
had not been entirely effaced from recollection, even by the de- 
cisive character of the victories of the second campaign. It was 
perhaps felt by some of the native powers, little inclined to appre- 
ciate any far-sighted course of policy, that the British had 
neither accomplished the object for which the war in Afghanistan 
was originally undertaken, nor had they enlarged their Indian 
empire by retaining possession of the conquered territory. Vic-\ 
toTj' beneath the walls of Hydcnabad might therefore be said to( 
be indispensable to secure the prestige of British superiority,! 
against wh.atover odds it had to be achieved. This the military! 
skill of the leader, and the valour of the forces under his command, 
had accomplished, and their victory was welcomed with corre- 
sponding gratulations. By a despatch, dated from the palace of 
Agra on the 5th of March, Lord Ellenborough conveys the 
thanks of the government and people of India to their gallant 
defenders. In referring to the first net of hostility by the enemy, 
he remarks; “ The governor-general cannot foi’give a treacherous 
attack upon a representative of the British government, nor can 
he forgive hostile aggression prepared by those who were in the 
act of signing a treaty. It will be the first object of the governor- 
general to use the power victory has placed in his hands in the 
manner roost conducive to the freedom of trade, and to the pros- 
SQ 
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British soldiers have rarely been -withstood. They forced the line 
of the enemy at all points, the last regiment capturing several 
guns, while the Sindeans gave way in all directions and fled from 
the field, leaving the whole of their artillery, ammunition, stand- 
ards and camp, with considerable stores and some treasure, in 
the hands of the victors. Not a single prisoner, however, was 
captured by the British, — a fact to which Sir Ghaidcs Napier made 
special reference at a later period. In the barbarous system of 
warfare to which the Beloochees had been accustomed, no quarter 
is ever given to an enemy ; and the consequence was, that antici- 
pating the same treatment from their British victors, the wounded 
refused all quarter, and continued to strike at every one that ap- 
proached them, until they were bayoneted where they lay. On 
I taking possession of Hyderabad, considerable treasure fell into the 
/ hands of the British, and further discoveries afterwards greatly 
; augmented this, so that a total amount of specie was ultimately 
I reported in the bands of the victors, amounting to above three 
I millions sterling. 

This victor}* was not secured -without considerable loss on the 
side of the British; — 25G are reported in the despatch of the 
gener.al as killed and wounded, including an unusual proportion of 
officers. But the loss of the enemy was immense, amounting, it 
is believed, to more than twenty times th.at of their opponents. 
In referring to the unavoidable absence of certain British officers, 
and the loss of others during the engagement, Sir Charles Napier 
remarks in his despatch to Lord Ellcnborough: “I hope your 
Lordship will pardon me for saying, that the want of European 
officers in the native regiment at one period endangered the suc- 
cess of the action. The sepoy is a brave and excellent soldier, 
but, like all soldiers, he expects to be led on in certain moments, 
and, ns he looks to his European officer, if he misses him, the 
greatest danger arises: three times I saw them retreat, cridcntly 
because the officers had fallen, and when another appeared and 
rallied them, they at once followed him boldly. This, my Lord, 
accounts for the great number of European officers killed and 
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anj’ extended positions beyond tbo walls of Hyderabad, wbieh be 
bad taken possession of immediately after Ibo victory at Mccaneo. 
Tbo British commander, accoi'dingly, learned, towards tbe middle 
of lllarcb, that tbe enemy were once more mustering in numbers 
not greatly inferior to tbe force bo bad already defeated after so 
arduous a struggle. On tbe 23d of March, tbo British general 
writes from the camp at Hyderabad, announcing to Lord Ellen- 
borougb the junction of Major Stack, on the previous day, with 
tlio 3d cavalry, the 8th native infantr}-, and Major Leslie’s troop 
of horse artillery. This reinforcement sufiSced to supply the losses 
sustained in the previous victory, and to restore conddence to tbe 
British army, in the pi'ospcct of again encountering the same 
determined foe. Sir Charles, accordingl}', states in tbe same 
despatch to Lord Ellcnborougb, that the enemy then lay within 
six miles of his camp, in such force that they had .already begun 
attacking his camels, and he was resolved to go in pursuit of them 
on the morrow, and attack them wherever they might bo found. 

The Sindcans had posted themselves in a strong and well* 
selected position, little more than four miles distant from the 
British camp — a strong evidence of the vciy I'cstrictcd operations 
to which the British general had been reduced, in consequence of 
the small number of his available foi-ces. The position of the 
enemy was ne.arly simikar to that which had formerly proved so 
difScult to surmount. They had again posted themselves on the 
banks of the Fullalie, arhosc dry channel in the previous engage- 
ment afforded them such valuable protection. But they had im- 
proved not only on the experience acquired in the former defeat, 
but strengthened their position with a degree of skill never before 
manifested by them in their wars, and which was considered as 
affording undoubted indications of the presence of European coun- 
sellors in their army. 

Sir Charles put his forces in motion early in the morning, and 
by the time they had advanced about two miles, they descried the 
enemy about a mile and a half in advance. Approaching within 
twelve hundred yards of their position, the troops were drawn up 
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perity of tlie people of Sinde, so long misgoverned; To reward 
the fidelity of allies hy substantial marks of fiivour, and so to 
punish the crime of treachery in princes ns to deter all from its 
commission, are further objects which the governor-general will 
not fail to effect. To IMajor-Gencral Sir Charles Napier, and to 
the brave troops he commanded, the governor-general offers the 
tribute of his onii admiration, and of the gratitude of the govern- 
ment and people of India. The bravery of the enemy against 
■whom they were engaged has enhanced their glory — the most 
decisive victory has been gained upon the host fought field." 
The polic}', however, which is indicated in the despatch of the 
governor-general, as to the use which was to he made of this 
important victor^', was not yet to he carried out. The Ameers of 
Sinde must have been well aware that when they drew the sword 
under such circumstances they flung the scabbard away, ns all 
further friendly treaty was vain with princes who had availed 
themselves of the very time of completing amicable negotiations 
to break through even the common courtesies of hostile nations. 

Notwitlistanding the very severe loss sustained by the enemy, . 
they were still greatly the superior in point of numbers to tlicir 
opponents, and were headed hy chiefs who could not hope for any 
satisfactory tonus from the conqueror. Tlie foremost of these was 
ITochc Mohammed Sccdcc, one of the Beloochco chiefs, who, along 
with Mccr Shcrc Mohammed, the chief of Mcerpoor, was looked 
upon as the great promoter of the war. Tim deeply-rooted im- 
pression which had been left on the public mind by the disasters 
in Afghanistan, was manifest from the exaggerated and dubious 
rumour.s that speedily superseded the rejoicings witli which tlie 
news of the defeat of the Sindcan army, under the walls of 
ITydcrabad, liad been received ; so that, on the departure of the 
May mail from India, an ill-defined rumour was prevalent, that 
in a second engagement the Tlritish army under Sir Charles 
Napier had sustained a decided dcfc.at. 

Tim small number of the forces under Sir Charles's command, 
amounting only to about 6000 men in all, prevented his occupying 
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Major Story, (urni'd tlic cticmy'R right llnnl:, pursuing nnd cut- 
ting down the fugitives for sovcrnl miles. Her ^Majesty’s 22d 
regiment wns well sniijiortrd by the hatlc-rics comm.nndcd by 
Captains 'Willoughby nnd Hull, which crossed their fire with that 
of Major Leslie. Then came the i‘d brigade., under command of 
Major 'Woodhuni, bearing down into action with excellent cool- 
ness. It consisted of the 25th, 21sl, nnd 12th i-egimcnts, under 
the command of Captains Jnchson, Stevens, and Fisher, respec- 
tively. These regiments were strongly sustnined by the firo of 
Captain Whitley's battery, on the right of which were the 8th nnd 
1st regiments, under Majors Brown nnd Clibbornc; these two 
corps .advanced with the regularity of n review up to the intrench- . 
menis, their commanders, mtli considerable exertion, stopping 
their fire on seeing that n portion of the Sindc horse nnd 3d 
cav.alry, in charging the enemy, had got in front of the brigade. 
The battle was decided by the troop of horse artillery and Her 
Majesty’s 22d regiment.*' The enemy stood their grotmd well, 
nnd defended themselves with the utmost braverj*, insomuch so 
that the victory has been pronounced by experienced ollicci’s ns 
perhaps the most sternly contc~stcd of nny in which British troops 
have t’.vc.r been engaged in India. The 22d regiment, which had 
to bear the bnmt of the fight, nlonc lost .six officers nnd 1 -15 men, 
out of nbout 300 British killcil nnd wounded. It is in the 
despatch, in which Sir Charles Ji.npicr announced this victory to 
the governor-general, that he refers to the capture of some pris- 
oners (only eight in all) ns a subject of congratulation, since it 
affords some indications of amelioration in the barbarous nnd exter- 
minating mode of warfare which their enemies had forced ripon 
them. The reference to this apparently trivial circumstance, in 
the flush of victory, is a plca.sing nnd honourable trait in the gal- 
lant British leader. “ It gives me," siiys he, “ great satisfaction 
to s<ay that some prisoners have been taken, nnd though the num- 
ber is small, it is still some advance towards a civilized mode of 
warfare ; for I cannot help thinking that the despenate resistance 
generally made by wounded Bcloochccs hits arisen from their own 
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in order of battle, and advanced in echelon of regiments to the 
attach. About nine o’clock, the British guns opened their fire on 
the enem3'’3 position, producing considerable confusion in their 
centre, where considerable bodies were observed to move to the 
left, apparently unable to sustain the cross fire of the artillery. 
The position of the enemy was nearly a straight line. The nullah 
which formed its front consisted of two deep parallel ditches, one 
twentj' feet wide and eight feet deep, the other forty-two feet wide 
and seventeen feet deep, further strmghtencd by banks and escarp- 
ments of the most formidable characten These skilful prepara- 
tions, however, proved altogether ineffectual in arresting the vic- 
torious career of the British army, manned though thej* were by 
defenders immensely outnumbering them, and inferior in courage 
and daring to no native force which had yet attempted to with- 
stand the British arms. When the centre of the enemy was seen 
to give way under the severe fire of the British artiller}’, Major 
Stack, at the head of the 3d cavalry, supported by a bodj' of native 
horse, charged them on their left flank, crossing the nullah, and 
bearing down upon them with such determined valour, that they 
gave way before them, and were pursued for several miles with 
great slaughter. 

Sir Charles Napier thus describes the action in the centre and 
on the left, at the period when the cavalrj' on his right charged 
the left flank of the cncmj', and drove them from the field 
“ While this was passing on the right. Her Jlajesty’s 22d regi- 
ment, gallantly led by Major Poole, who commanded the brigade, 
and Captain George, who commanded the corps, attacked the 
nullah on the left with great gallantry, and, I regret to add, with 
considerable loss. This brave battalion marched up to the nullah 
under a heavy fire of matchlocks, without returning a shot till 
within forty paces of the intrenchment, and then stormed it like 
British soldiers. The intrepid Lieutenant Cootc first mounted the 
rampart, seized one of the enemy’s standards, and was severely 
wounded while waving it and cheering on his men. Meanwhile 
the Poonali horse, under Captain Tnit, and the 9th cavaln', under 



THE AVAR IN SINDE AND GWALIOR; 


615 


Consitlcrable annoyance was experienced from the proceedings 
of snch of the Ameers and Ecloochee chiefs as were still at large, 
and especially from those of Shere Mohammed, who was malting 
the most determined exertions to bring another army into the 
field. Meanwhile the conduct of the chiefs, who had been con- 
fided in as friendly to the British, r.’as even more alarming than 
the thi’eatening position assumed bj' the defeated leaders. Ali 
Moorad, who had received repeated maidts of favour from the 
British occupants of Sinde, when put in possession of Kyrpoor, 
appears to have concluded that whatever other territories the 
British wrested from the Ameers, would in like manner be ti'ans- 
ferred to him. As a further evidence of favour, the guns captured 
at Mecanec had been made over to him, and so soon as he found 
that his extr.avagant expectations' were not to be realized, he sur- 
rendered the artillery captured by our forces to Shere Mohammed. 

The near approach of the hot season, when Europeans are ex- 
posed to such severe sufferings if forced to take the field, led to 
much anxiety as to the movements of that chief. The most extra- 
vagant and contradictory rumours were afloat. Shere Mohammed 
was said to be already mustering a more numerous force than 
either of those which had sustained such complete defeat ; while 
great and well-grounded apprehensions of sickness were enter- 
tained within the camp at Hyderabad, where the troops were 
hemmed in by low marshy grounds and the liver, in a situation in 
which any of the native epidemics could hardly fail to prove fear- 
fully destructive if it should break out among them. By letters 
from the camp in the month of May, Shere Mohammed is said to 
be at Sukkurind, at tbe head of 40,000 men, and a large park of 
artillerj' ; marauding parties of the Beloochees were moving about, 
and committing great depredations on the live stock, so that great 
fears were entertained of a scarcity of provisions. Most of these 
rumours, howevei’, proved to be grossly exaggerated. A despatch 
of Sir Charles Napier’s, dated 17th June 1843, announces an 
attack on Meer Shah Mohammed at the head of 2000 men, in 
which that leader was captured, and his whole forces totally 
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Eystem of warfare, which admits of no qnarter being gn'cn in action. 
TTe are at present employed in collecting the wounded Bcloochccs 
within our reach, in order to render them medical assistance." 

Many acts of intrepid valour were displayed in this severe con- 
test The general exposed himself during the whole fight, moving 
with the utmost coolness where the enemy's shots were flying 
thickest, and his example was not lost on his offieens. Eleven 
pieces of ordnance and nineteen standards were taken, lloche 
Mohammed Seedee, and three other chiefs, fell in the battle, the 
Beloochee force was entirely routed and dispersed in every direc- 
tion, and Meer Shere Mohammed fled into the desert, taking his 
family with him, and attended by only forty followers, whom ho 
could attract to his service. By the 5th of April, Sir Chnrlc.s 
Napier announced to Lord EUenborough that the important for- 
tress of Oomercote had opened its gates to a British force sent 
against it. 

The termination of the Afghan war had been characterized by 
a practical manifestation of the policy repeatedly dictated to the 
governor-generals of India by the Homo Directory, to refrain from 
all further augmentation of the vast possessions of British India. 
The conquests in Sinde, however, which so speedily followed our 
victories in Afghanistan, showed how little reliance can be placed on 
theories of policy, however well grounded they may appear to be. 
It is only in the characters of individual men that wo can find 
any certain guarantee for the preservation of peace. Lord Ellcn- 
borough, having inscribed the words Pax Asia: reslitula on a 
medal, proceeded to make war upon Sinde. The giillantrj' of 
our troops soon humbled the pride of the Ameers, and a stroke of 
the pen reduced their country to a Briti.sh province. The acqui- 
sition has proved politically adv.antageons to us ; but financially 
it has been disastrous. Our advanced po-sition ha.s doubtless ren- 
dered us comparatively indifferent to the vicissitudes of Central 
Aslan politics ; but the revenues of Sinde Imve never paid, and 
are not likely to pay, tho expenses of its civil administration and 
its military defence. 
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beyond it, from resources in the renr, were in sncli a condition, 
that a sudden and wcll*dircclcd descent upon them by the scat- 
tered tribes of Bcloocbccs, might have destroyed them to a man. 
I'orlnnalely, before this deadly enemy bad jirostratcd for a time 
the conquerors of Siude, the point of danger had been removed to 
an entirely different scene. 

Tlie letters brought homo by the Indian m.ail of October 18-13, 
announced the satisfactory intelligence that our Kastem empire, 
which had been for many months the object of such lively and 
])ainful interest, had ceased to furnish any incidents worthy of 
comment or discussion. The Jioisibay Times, of 6lh September, 
remarhs ; — “ Letters arc now received with ns much jmnctuality 
from .^uhhur .and llydembad, as from any of the most tranquil 
quarters of our empire. The tidings brought b^* them arc stale, 
flat, and unprofitable ; no fighting, no adventure, no stir of any 
description, and even nunours of danger have died away. 'J’ho 
chiefs, it is said, arc daily coming in, and the country becoming 
pacified uith most unospcctcd celerity." Accounts, however, 
from the north continued to indicate a very dificrent slate of 
things. Afghanistan furnished frequent reports of distraction and 
threatened ottibreahs. Oihul was in the most disturbed stale. 
Host Mohammed Khan was stated to be exercising a most nrbi- 
tmiy and dcsj)olic sw.ny, and directing his acts of oppression in an 
cspcci!il manner against such of the native chiefs ns had mani- 
fested any friendl}’ feeling towards the British during their oceu- 
p.ition of that countiy. AmccnooIInh Khan had been imprisoned 
and put in chains, and upwards of twenty of the chief men of 
Cnbul were reported to be held in durance bj' the same chief. 
At Candahar, .Suftcr .Tung was stated to bo in close confinement 
with chains, while his adherents and advisers were evccywhcro 
secicing safety by flight. In all this, however, British interests 
were no further concerned than in so far .as there might bo any 
risk of the disturbances extending to the provinces under our con- 
trol. The wise line of policy dictated to Lord Ellcnborough had 
happily freed Britain from the necessity of interfering in these , 
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routed. So complete was tteir panic, tliat the British forces suf- 
fered much more from the heat than from any opposition offered 
by the enemy. In order to take them hy surprise, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Roberts, who commanded the detachment sent against the 
Ameer, moved without any camp-equipage, and the sufferings con- 
sequent on their exposure to the heat arc described as very severo. 
“ The heat,” says Colonel Roberts, “ after nine o’clock, became 
most awful, and the whole detachments were ranch distressed." 
Two European artillerymen died of coup de soldi while on the 
march. In a despatch, dated two days later, the commander 
refers to the sudden change to extraordinary heat, and reports tho 
death of a lieutenant, five sergeants, and forty-four men, hy the 
same sudden and terrible stroke. 

■NVhile Lieutenant-Colonel Roberts proceeded against IMccr Shah 
Iklohammed, other parties had been sent out to attempt to surround 
Shere IMohammed, where he kept the field at the head of a force 
of about 10,000 men. The Ameer, finding that several strong 
columns were advancing on him from different quarfors!, attempted 
to strike a sudden and decisive blow by attacking Captain Jacob, 
who, at tho head of a comparatively small force, had been sent to 
intercept him, in case of his attempting to retreat to the desert. 
The whole of tho Ameer’s forces were totally routed and broken, 
dispersing in every direction, and leaving their guns and standards 
in tho hands of tho victors. Moor Shore Mohammed fied with 
only ten horsemen ; but though intercepted in his attempt to gain 
the desert, ho succeeded in cftccting his escape. 

The apprehensions as to the great danger to be dreaded from tho 
effects of the climate, and position of the troops in Sindc, wero 
speedily realized. Every account brought more alarming intclli- 
gcnco of the ravages of disease, insomuch so that before the cold 
season began to set in, there was a period of about six weeks, 
during which it is doubtful if, out of a force of 10,000 men, 3000 
could have taken tho field had any sudden attack oecurred; and 
tho whole outposts in the country, exposed to tho mountain Bcloo- 
chccs in front, and effectually cut off, by the Indus and the desert 
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the 'Hritisli government, but popscspcil none of the talent or energy 
requisite for so diilicnlt n post. He bail not occupied tlic throne 
four montlis when he died, as h.ns been stated in a previous 
chapter, not without strong suspicions of poison, and his son and 
heir. Now Nchal Sing, who should have succeeded him, was killed 
by thn falling of a beam, ns he returned from the funeral pile on 
which his father's corpse was consumed. 'J’hc<-c successive deaths 
were both ascribed to the intrigues of Hunjcct Sing’s favourite 
minister; and, after some difficulty, chiefly arising from the 
opposition of one of the widows of the latter prince, he succeeded 
in his long-chcrishcd project of placing Shore Sing on the throne. 
Dnring the frequent agitations .and alarms that ensued, the British 
government continued to w.ntch their proceedings with some 
anxiety; but after a time^ the affairs of the kingdom, which 
chiefly owed its formation to the abilities of Kunject Sing, seemed 
to acquire some degree of onler and settlement, and ceased to 
attract special attention from the government of India, occupied 
ns it soon was with objects of more pressing interest. Meanwhile 
causes of mutual difference and dislike w’crc springing up het ween 
the now rajah and his ambitions minister. Various reasons arc 
assigned for these. The lion. Jlr. Osborne, who describes Sbero 
.Sing as a fine, manly-looking follow, adds that he had become 
cspcci.ally obnoxious to his minister in consequence of his attach- 
ment to Kuropean manners, and his friendly inclinations toward 
the British, whom Dlii.an regarded with rancorous hate. This, 
however, was probably only one of the causes of dissension, 
sufficing to indicmlo their disagreement on all questions of gcncr.al 
policy. It is stated tlmt the raj.nh had .abandoned himself to the 
indolent and dissolute habits which h.avc so frequently been the 
min of the native dynasties of India, and that during the frequent 
dissensions which prevailed between Shcro Sing and his powerful 
minister, the latter went so far as to reproach him in open durbar 
with his dissipation and excesses. 

■\Vhatcvcr might be the ostensible grounds of dispute, however, 
the previous character of the minister lc.avcs little room to doubt 
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intestine quarrels, though it could not but he felt that it was more' 
diflScult to throw off the responsibility, of having to a great CKtcut 
occasioned such division and strife among that hrave but turbulent 
race. 

•Another country, be 3 *ond the northern boundaries of our Indian 
empire, was, however, already furnishing cause for apprehension. 
In the extensive regions comprehended between the Sutledgo and 
the Indus, considerable symptoms of disturbance were already* 
apparent, and we find official con-espondents, early in the follow- 
ing year, giving c.xprcssion to congratulations that the affairs of 
British India wei'e in such a tranquil state, as to permit the 
attention of the governor-general and his council to he devoted to 
the crisis which seemed to be approaching not only in the Punjaub, 
hut also in the Slahratta country, of which Gwalior was the capital. 
So early as the month of August, the whole troo 2 )s in the Agra' 
district received orders to beep thomseh’cs in readiness to inovc at 
a moment's notice. The immediate object of the movement was 
hnown to he the suppression of the dangerous civil war then 
raging at Gwalior; hut it was known that the Slahrattas .md the 
Sikhs had been corresponding in a tone unfavoiirablc to our 
iutercsts; and it was reported, ns indeed it had often been reported 
before, that the army would eventuallj' move upon the Sutlej. 
The time had not yet come for this movement, but already we 
saw' before us the “ beginning of the end.” The struggle might 
be deferred : it could not be prevented. The causes which 
finally led to a sanguinary revolution in the Punjaub, may be thus 
briefly recapitulated : Upon the death of Runjcct Sing, in 18.39, 
his favourite wife — .after she had ascended the funeral pile, where, 
along with three others, she %vns burnt with his corp.s-c — called to 
her Kurruck Sing, the dccca.scd rajah’s son and heir, .'dong with 
Dhian Sing, his favourite minister, and placing the dead rnjnli'.s 
hand in that of his son, she required the latter to swc.ar to protect 
and favour his father’s minister, and by the like solemn oath 
bound the minister to be faithful to his new master. Kumick 
Sing immediately ascended the throne. Tic was wcll-afiecfcd to 
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rountlcil tlic city with their troops, nntl the people within continuccl 
plundering nil night. In the morning, ITcern Sing having entered 
the fort, sci;;cd Ajeet Sing, Lend Sing, nnd others, and having 
put them to death, exposed their heads in the plain, nnd threw 
their bodies into the hn:;nnr. Dhullcep Sing has been put on tho 
guddcc, nnd Ilccra Sing made vir.icr. Six Inindrcd men were 
slaughtered on both sides.” 

This harbarous deed was enacted on the 15lh Scpfcnibor lSd3, 
and by means of it the nominal niitliority was vested in Diiullccp 
Sing, a child of ten years old, while the real power, which the un- 
principled minister destined for himself, had passed into the hands 
of Ilcora Sing, avIio was now both commander of the army nnd 
vir.icr, nnd was therefore actual nilcr, so long ns he could retain 
the fidelity of the troops. 

Aleanwhile the nfiairs of tho court of Gw.a1ior, which had so long 
occasioned anxiety .md distrust, were at length brought to a crisis. 
Confusion nnd anarchy prevailed there, one party deposing another, 
nnd successive chiefs struggling for power, while tho country was 
left at the mercy of licentious and undisciplined troops. The 
Ilritish government being bound by its treaties with the late 
rnj.ah to protect his successor, .and preserve his territories unvio- 
Intcd, the governor-general could no longer overlook tho fact that 
the conduct of tho authorities of Gwalior involved a virtual viola- 
tion of the treaty. Lord Ellcnborough accordingly immediately 
ordered the advance of troops, suflicient, ns ho said, “ to obtain 
guarantees for Ibo future .security of its own subjects on the com- 
mon frontier of the two states, to protect the person of tho rajah, 
to quell disturbances within his highness’s territories, nnd to chas- 
tise all who shall remain in disobedience.” This was rendered 
tho more imperative by tho tender age nnd helpless position 
of the Itfaharajah, which exposed him to the double danger 
of being made a tool in the hands of his enemies, nnd tho 
nominal source of wrongs to his friendly allies. Notwithstanding 
the preparations which had been made for such an emergency, 
the commsindor-in-chief. Sir Hugh Gough, was met by a much 
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that the real ground of ofifencc was the interference with his 
policy, and the curtailment of his power. He accordingly organized 
a conspiracy for the assassination of the rajah, in which he enlisted 
several of the chief sirdars of the court. His influence with the 
army is sufiSciently apparent, from the time chosen for executing 
his base design. The rajah had appointed a general review of his 
troops at the Dusscrah festival, and Aject Sing, a mild-looking 
man, was selected as the assassin. Various accounts of the fear- 
ful tragedy, in which the faithless originator of it perished, the 
victim of his own plot, have been given to the public. Perhaps 
the following, culled from various sources by a trustworthy 
Indian journal, may be accepted as an approximation to the 
truth : — “ Dhian Sing made the arrangement by proposing to the 
rajah to inspect Ajeet Sing’s troops, which he said he would do 
the following morning, and orders were accordingly issued. On 
the rajah's arrival on the parade-ground, he found fault with the 
appearance and condition of some horsemen, purposely placed to 
attract attention, when Ajeet Sing became saucy, words ran high, 
and, drawing a pistol from his bosom, he shot Sberc Sing through 
the head, the ball having entered his right temple. General 
Ventura and his party attached the murderer, but being opposed 
by a powerful body of troops, were defeated. Ajeet Sing cut up 
the rajah’s body, placed his head on a spear, and on entering the 
town met Prince Purtaub Sing’s (Shcro’s son) suwarie, which was 
immediately attached, and the prince hilled; the palace was tahen, 
and Dhullcep Sing, the only remaining son of Runjcct Sing, a lad 
ten years old, proclaimed to the throne. The treasury was thrown 
open, and the troops paid up their arrears. Troops were sent off 
to guard all the ghauts, and all the opposite party (except Ventura, 
who csc.'ipcd) were made prisoners. Ajeet Sing, after having 
killed Shore Sing, was returning to the fort, and met Dlnnn ; he 
told him he had done the deed, and ashed him to return ; ho got 
into Dhian’s carriage, and when they got near the gate of tlic 
fort, Ajeet Sing stabbed Dhian, and sent his body to his brother 
and son, Soochhet and llcera Sing. These two individuals snr. 
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revision of the military cstnbHsliincnt, and the smTcndcr of the 
park of nrlillciy, hrought into existence nhout forty years since by 
Dowlut Kao Scindia, and regarded as the palhidinin of the stale. 
This was looked upon as implying the entire destruction of the 
annj', and surrender of the independence of the nation. There 
is every reason, however, to believe that, throughout, the profes- 
sioJis of the Mahratta durbar were hollow and insincere — that so 
soon ns it was found that their earlier and delusive propositions 
were insufficient to arrest our progress, it w.as resolved to oiler the 
most dclcrinincd rc.sistnncc. Further negotiations appear to have 
been x’csorlcd to, merely to gain time. 

It innst alway.s, indeed, form one of the greatest difficulties in 
the diplomatic intercourse between civilized and scmi>barbarous 
nations, the difficulty of knowing what dependence can be placed 
on the most solemn asseverations and professions of good faith. 
Among highly civilized nations, the value of national credit and 
unblemished honour is so thoroughly appreciated, that it is rare 
indeed for the most unprincipled diplomatist to set it at deiinnee; 
but among the native princes of India, such faithless proceedings 
have been too frequent to excite very great surprise. The formid- 
able character and position of the lilahrattn army, however, had 
not been anticipated, from the vacillating character of their 
councils. The country generally exhibits features offering great 
natural obstacles to the operations of disciplined forces, being 
intersected with numerous deep and almost impassable ravines 
and gullic.s, affording great facilities for the irregular tactics of an 
undisciplined army. It was only by the unceasing labours of the 
sappers that a practicable passage was effected for the army 
under Sir IT. Gough; and after passing the Koharco river in 
three columns, at points considerably distant from each other, the 
whole British army took up their position bj' eight o’clock on the 
morning of the 29th of December 1813, about a mile in front of 
Alaharajpoor. The Mahrattas had occupied the ground during the 
previous night, taking up their position with such skill as com- 
pelled the commander to alter the disposition of his forces. Seven 
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stronger and more determined opposition than he had antici- 
pated. 

The army had left Agra betwixt the 12th and 18th December, 
and continued stc.'idily to move on. On the 17th, General Valiant, 
with the advance, arrived at Dholpoor. On rc.aching the ghaut 
opposite Kcntrcc, the Dholpoor rajah paid a visit of ceremony to 
tlie governor-general, who accompanied the army, and his visit 
was returned by Lord Ellenborough and the cominandcr-in-ciiicf 
on the following day. On the 22d, they moved, with the head- 
quarters of the 4th brigade, on Kentreo Ghaut, and the advance, 
under Sir J. Thackwell, crossed to the right hank of the river. 
On the 23d, the second division crossed the Chumhiil, and pro- 
ceeded seven miles in the direction of Ilingonah, where the 
advance was encamped. The road was cxtrcmelj* difficult, wind- 
ing through a steep ravine scarcely more than twenty feet wide, 
which a determined enemy might for a time have obstructed 
almost with impunity. Here for five days the foi’co halted to 
take rest and counsel. Dappoo Scetolcah had been despatched 
from Gw.nlior on the 22d, and on the following day had an audience 
with the governor-general, when it was believed in camp that 
cvcrj’thing was settled — the Maharanee and the Sirdars having, 
it was said, agreed to the terms proposed. On the 24th, the 
Gwalior Vakeels had n further interview of some duration with 
tlie governor-general. Many of the more respectable inhabitants, 
who came from Gwalior on a visit to the camp, conceived the 
idea of rcsist.anco out of the question. Preparations were made to 
receive the Maharanee, who was expected in camp on the 28th, 
with sufficient pomp and circumstance for the rank she held, and 
audience to which she was about to bo admitted. The governor- 
general, who had originally been moderate in his demands, re- 
quiring the restoration of the Mama Sahib and his friends — the 
surrender of the Khnsjee "Walla, and dismissal of his parti-ans— 
the exchange of certain portions of countrj’, so ns to improve tint 
condition of the mutual frontier — and the disbanding of the 
mutinous portion of the troops — finally demanding the entire 
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There was found lo Jiavc been a considerable number of the 
Company's discharged native infantry, ns well as one or two Euro- 
pean deserters nraong the ^Inbrattn troops. One of (he latter, it 
is stated, named Henry, from (he 2d Euroj)can regiment, had, when 
he fell, his lighted port-fire in his hand, and fired off his gun, 
sweeping away fifteen men. 

At the F.unc time that the commander-in-chief crossed the 
Mahratta frontier, Major-General Grey led an auxili.ary force 
towards I’unniar, twelve mile^ south-west of Gwalior, to co-operate 
with the main body, and place the ^Inhratta army between two 
force?, acting in concert. The immense excess of the l^fahrattas 
in point of numbers over the Ilritisb forces, however, was such as 
enabled them to counteract this plan of mutu.il co-operation. A 
body of 12,000 men, with a large complement of guns, &c., was 
detached to arrest the progress of M.njor- General Grey, whose 
whole force did not amount to a fourth of that number. The two 
armies met on the 29lh of December, in the vicinity of (Im forti- 
fied village of Mangorc, near Punniar, where the Mahrattas had 
taken up a strong position, and were able to begin (he attack at 
considerable advantage, by .assaulting the cumbrous baggage- 
tnains which necessarily accompany an Indian army. Towards 
four o'clock, (he commander obscia-cd the enemy taking up a strong 
position on a chain of hills to the cast of his camp, arid resolved 
on an immediate attack, lly a judicious disposition of his forces, 
(bo enemy were assailed simultaneously on the centre and left, 
and completely broken. Tlie whole guns, twenty-four in number, 
were captured, and all their ammunition, with a portion of treasure, 
were taken. The action did not close till nightfall, which pre- 
vented the pursuit of (he enemy, and enabled them to cariy off' 
many of their killed and wounded. Their loss, however, had 
been very severe, and the occurrence of two such decisive victories 
on (he same da}*, ns those of Maharnjpoor and Punniar, efitcctually 
put an end to further resistance. 

Private accounts would lend to the idea, which the acknow- 
ledgments in the despatch of the commander-in-chief may.,s‘~r<rv 
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regiments of ^lahratta infantry were ranged in front, each corps 
having four guns attached to if, which opened on the advanced 
forces of the British as they took np their ground. The 39l!i 
regiment of British infantry advanced gallantly to the charge, 
supported by the 56th native infantry. The Jlahrattas slowl 
their ground with great bravery, and the British forces sustained 
a severe loss, their guns doing grcjit execution as they advanced. 
But no native force has ever been able to withstand the determined 
charge of the British bayonet. They drove them from their guns 
into the vijlage, but there the Slahraltas again rallied, aud a most 
sanguinary condict ensued. After discharging their matchlocks, 
they flung them from them, and fought hand to hand with the 
most determined courage. Meanwhile General Valiant had led 
on his brigade, and succeeded in taking Maharajpoor in reverse. 
Twenty-eight guns were captured by this combined movement, 
but the Mahrattas still stood their ground; nor was their strong 
position taken till nearly every one of its defenders had been left 
.dead on the spot. The same determined resistance was experi- 
enced at cverj’ point. They had thrown up intrcnchracnts, and 
planted their guns with gre.it skill, and in nearly cverj* case the 
gunners were bayoneted at their posts, without attempting to fl^*. 
The consequence was, that the loss of the British, both in officers 
and men, was unusually grcfit. “ I regret,” .says Sir IT. Gough, 
in his despatch to the govcrnor-gcnertil, “ I regret to say that our 
loss has been vciy 6e\*crc, infinitely beyond what I c.alculalcd on; 
indeed, I did not do justice to the gallantry of my opponents. 
Their force, however, so greatly c.vccedcd ouns, particularly in 
artillery, the position of their guns was so commanding, tlie\' were 
so well scn-cd, and determinedly defended, both by their gunners 
and their infantry, and the j)cculinr difficulties of the country 
giving the defending force so great advantages, that it couid not 
be othcrwusc.” As usual, where the native forces have displayed 
peculiar steadiness and skill, it was found that they had had tke 
benefit of more experienced assistance ; though they required no 
aid to give effect to their undisciplined courage and gallant daring. 
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occasionally manifested in a iray that seemed somewhat incon- 
sistent with the wonted gravity of British rule. His systematic 
depression of the civil service, and his neglect of the internal 
government of India, which was, in fact, his principal duty as 
governor-general, indicated still more clearly the ambitious cha- 
racter of the man. A military /urorc possessed him. His whole 
course of procedure was erratic, and opposed to the definite policy 
by which the East India Company had sought to avert a continued 
system of aggression on the surrounding native states, and to 
consolidate the vast possessions over which their rule was only 
veiy partially and imperfectly extended. In the choice of Lord 
Ellenhorough as governor-general, they had calculated on the 
probable weight of his influence as a civilian, in carr 3 'ing out 
measures in accordance with the peacefiil line of policy they were 
anxious to see pursued ; but the character of the proceedings of 
his successor suffice to show that the false glitter of militaiy gloiy 
was more seductive to an inexperienced Chilian than to a military 
veteran. 

Lord Ellenhorough was not ignorant that his conduct had 
exdted the grave displeasure of the East India Company. But 
he relied too confidently upon the favour of the Duke of Welling- 
ton and the British Cabinet, to greatly concern himself as to the. 
approval his proceedings might meet with from the Directory. 
Great, therefore, was the sensation created both in India and at 
home by the sudden recall of Lord Ellenhorough, in consequence 
of the vote of the Court of Directors, in the exercise of their legi- 
timate pow'er, not only without consulting the Crown Ministers, 
but in direct opposition to their expressed opinions. The Duke of 
Wellington openly and severely censured their proceedings, and 
it was genei'ally anticipated that an act so embarrassing, if not 
humiliating, to the government, and to one of its chief leaders, 
would have led to still more direct collision in the choice of a 
successor. Such anticipations, however, were not realized. Sir 
Henry Hardinge, a distinguished soldier and a ripe statesman, 
was selected to succeed to the important trust. On the 6th of 
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in some degree to confirm, tliafc little or no opposition had been 
anticipated either by the governor-general or the commander-in- 
chief, both of them probably conceiving that the presence of so 
large and effective a British force would have sufficed to overawe 
the rebellious Mahrattas. The commnndcr-in-chief's staff, with 
the ladies of his family, are said to have been quietly proceeding 
towards I^faharajpoor when the Mahrattn guns opened upon them. 
Lord Ellcnborough was likewise present on the field of battle, 
but less by accident than design. He was described in the jour- 
nals of the day as having been under fire, exhibiting throughout 
much personal gallantry and presence of mind, distributing money 
and oranges among the wounded and exhausted soldiery, and 
cheering all men by his animating presence. 

The result of the two great battles of Maharajpoor and Punniar 
destroyed the hopes not only of the mutinous Mahrattas at Gwalior, 
but of numerous restless malcontents of Hindostan, and had the 
effect of diffusing tranquillity throughout our whole Eastern 
empire, where the existence of so many races, still very partially 
amalgamated, and curbed in their predator}' habits and love of 
plnnder only by the well-directed force of disciplined authority, 
renders the whole empire peculiarly sensitive to such indirect but 
powerful influences. Tlic rajah was inst.illcd with great cere- 
mony at Gwalior, in presence of the governor- general, the 
comra.'tndcr-in- chief, and an immense assemblage of native 
chiefs. An eye-witness of the imposing ceremonial describes 
the juvenile rajah as seated beneath a gorgeous canopy of gold, 
sec-sawing his legs beneath his throne according to the fashion 
of listless schoolboys, seemingly altogether indifferent to the 
import of the stately proceedings in which he was made to l>car 
so prominent a part 

Meanwhile, however, great and increasing dissatisfaction was 
expressed in many qjiarters at the government of Lord I'llcn- 
borough. IJis fondness for inilitar}’ display, and for sucli pomp- 
ous exhibitions of vice-regal gViandcur ns that which inuncdintvly 
followed the victories over the insurgent Mahratta force*!, wort! 



■WTAB IN TOE PUNJAUB; 


629 


CHAPTER .XVIII. 

WAB IN THE PUNJATJB^ 

Dlstnrlicd state of the Puqjanb— Influence of Britts policy— DlqporaG^g misconception of 
the Sikhs— Tlieir origin and slngidnr dtarnctci^-Acls of aggression— Warproclaimed by 
the British- TIio battloof Moodkcc— Its uncertain results- Battloof Fcrozediah— Assanit 
on their convoy— Victory of Aleowal— Its important results— General estimation of Indian 
policy— Battlo of Sobiaon- Bossing of tho SntIcdgo— Terms of peace— Frond bearing of 
the ronquislicd. 

For many months, the news of each mail which brought to Eng- 
land information of the state of her vast Eastern possessions, con- 
sisted chiefly of confused and alarming inimours of revolutionsj 
tumults, and assassinations, in the Punjaub. A large military 
force had been quietly and unostentatiously concentrated by Sir 
Henry Hardinge on the banks of the Sutledge ; hut that states- 
man, ever eager to preserve peace, was resolute to do nothing 
that might savour of aggression, or precipitate a collision with our 
neighbours. Our safety was supposed to lie in the disunion of 
tho Sikhs. It was believed that whilst they were contending among 
themselves, they were little likely to co-operate for a combined 
attack on the British frontier.. A season of intestine tumult and 
convulsion is not supposed to be favourable to the prosecution of 
warlike designs against another country. So it happened that 
many able and far-seeing men predicted, that so long as we 
assumed a strictly defensive attitude, there was little likelihood 
of our being plunged into a war with the Sikhs. 

It is only now that tho peculiar characteristics of this strange 
people is coming to be rightly understood. Their origin is traced 
back to tho sixteenth century, when Kanuk and Govind, two 
Khutree prophets, obtained a few converts to a doctrine of religious 
and social reform, from among the peasants of Lahore and the 
southern hanks of the Sutledge. It is not necessary' here, how- 
ever, to trace their history further than to remark, that by the 
time tho Sikhs came into collision with the British empire in 
India, they had grown into a powerful nation, bound together not 
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Jlnj’ Ifi-M, he was appointed by the Court of Directors to the 
ofTicc of Governor-General of India, and the Crown iinmcdiatolv 
confirmed the choice. TJiis bold .and decisive measure of the 
Court of Dircctor.s excited much discussion and considerable 
diversity of feeling for a time; but the contrast between the 
wonted proceedings of Lord Ellcnborough and the unohtnwivc 
course adopted by Sir Henry ITnrdingc, speedily reconciled all 
parties interested in the affairs of India to the change of its 
governor-general. 

But he had not long devoted himself to the internal adminis- 
tration of the countr}', when the unsettled state of the Pnnjaub 
compelled him to turn his eyes towards the frontier. For tnany 
months this distracted country continued to furnish the most 
novel and unexpected intelligence. The Indian papers bristled 
with necotmts of new revolutions, massacres, assassinations, and 
capricious plottings and schcinings, lending to no definite settle- 
ment, and keeping up a feeling of anxiety and alarm throughout 
our whole Indian possessions, where so many clcmenls exist 
ready to bo excited into opposition and rebellion upon every new 
impediment or threat of danger to British supremacy in India. 
Politicians meanwhile continued to discuss (he propriety of the 
nnnox.ation of the Punjaub to our Indian empire, to round its 
northern frontiers, and free it from the endless anxiety which must 
result from the proceedings of a barbarous people in a constant 
state of revolution, maintaining undisciplined hordes of fierce sol- 
diery ready to take ndvant.agc of the first necessity that might 
induce us to diminish the army on their frontier, to make aggres- 
sive inroads on our own possessions. 
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East, vrliere tte only bond wbicb sccurcfi tlic services of tlie sol- 
diery is tbe prospect of pay and plunder. Hero, Ibcrefore, Uie 
Sepoy force, by which so ranch has been accomplished for iJritiKh 
povrer in India, was opposed by native soldiers, setnaU-A hy all 
the inspiring indnences of patriotic feeling, as well as hy the 
wilder fire of fanatic zeal. It was doubly incumVmt on Jlritisli 
India to lean for safety on the indomitable imorgy and valour of 
her European troops, who could alone be safely fntnittcd to coj/j 
■^vith such a foe. 


The first acts of eggresion were characteristic of tbe uncivilized 
race, Tviih •winn ctHision had become ineriUble. If-telJigea% 
reached Fercacpcrs, c~ the 5th of December JS>5, Ctai a parly 
cf Sikhs had cressed the river and carried cm fifty of orr 
rrtth which they had retraced, their st^5> fa order iv di'lrii.'r.te lie 
broty in their o-mi camp. Several parties of thefr horve ftvati.o-vmg 
ca the lefi bank- it •was deemed adrieahle, cm the sarae car cm 
whiih this information amrvgd, it ssad cEastrtz^ ftrese ftr f?,e 
rmrpcse cr pre-testing sems mflhary strrez mai w%re cm taerr wjy 
fmm Dh rrre m t kcle to Fertmeccre. Cm ths d'a- threa car*/ 






resmtea-.j- a.%c ,c 




rt tase rexa- rroc r>e c 




G30 


VTAB IK THE POKJAUTI. 


only by social and political ties, but by tbe still more stringent 
bonds of a common creed. Tlic history of Jlcbammcdanism fnr* 
nisbes snfScicntly striking evidence of the remarkable effects that 
may result from such a source, and tbe Sikbs, or “ disciples," 
appear to be not a wbit behind tbe zeal of tbe Arabian prophet’s 
followers in their devotion to tbe “ Kbalsa,” or chosen people. 
The powerful influence of such a bond of union c.<in hardly be 
overrated, though unfortunately the tnio character of the Sikh 
nation was completely misunderstood previous to the war ; and 
the source, as well as the spirit, of the continued revolutions which 
created such alarm on the northern frontiers of British IndiJi, 
entirely escaped the notice of the sagacious diplomatists who 
conducted our intercourse with that people. It would now seem, 
that 80 far from the revolutions and tumults being the cvidencc-s 
of disunion and revolt among that people, they originated in 
their devotion to the essential elements of their singular polity, 
while it was the successive rulers, who stnigglcd with them and 
sought alliances with the English, that were in reality mutineers 
and rebels against the state. Ambition, and the desire for 
unlimited power, overcame in the minds of succc-ssivo Sikh rulers 
the earlier bonds of good faith ns members of the Kbalsa, but the 
very cause of alienation between tlic nilers and the people sup- 
plied a stronger bond of union to the latter. 'Tlio soldiery talked 
of themselves as pre-eminently the “ Punt’h Khalsajcc,’’ or con- 
gregation of believers, and their leaders were awed into subinission 
b}' the resolute spirit with which they were animated. It was by 
this united and resolute body that successive revohdions were 
brought about, and one nilcr after another dethroned and pul to 
death. Doubtless such a state of things was well c.'vlculntcd to 
excite uneasiness among neighbouring states, and might pe,rhnps 
be justly enough characterized both as fanatic and rcvolutionnrj’, 
according to more civilized notions of social and political coinp.acts. 
Nevertheless, it was manifestly fomclhing altogether difTerent 
from the mutinies and rcbclHons of an ordinaty army of hiivUiig 
soldiery, such ns has most commonly opposed our arms in the 
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nil tbc cbicfs and sirdars of tlie protected territories to render 
faithfnl service against tlie common enemy. 

The Indian mail of February ISIG, wbicb brought advices from 
Bombay up to tbe 3d of tbe previous month, startled all who 
sympathized in the fortunes of our Eastern empire, with tbe news 
that a great battle bad been fought on tbe banks of tbe Sutledge, 
while it left tbe result in tbe utmost uncertainty. Humour im- 
mensely exaggerated the number of tbe Sikh forces, and tbe 
public mind, still agitated uitb tbe recollection of tbe early reverses 
in Afghanistan, was thrown anew into a state of feverish excite- 
ment by the nature of tbe information thus imperfectly conveyed. 

Sir John Littlcr bad been left with a body of 7000 men to 
defend tbe exposed post of Ferozepore. This was menaced by 
the overu’belming forces of tbe Sikhs, but tbe British commander 
showed a resolute and undaunted front, and boldly led out bis 
little force to give them battle. Had tbe Sikh leaders been as 
resolutely bent on tbe defeat and extermination of their opponents 
ns tbc faithful Kbalsa were, it may be well doubted if all tbe 
heroism of this isolated division of tbe British army would have 
saved it from destruction. But Lai Sing and Tej Sing were both 
probably in greater dread of their Sikh followers than of their 
British foes, and regarded the chances of victory with greater 
dread than tl]e prospect of a defeat, wbicb would disperse the en- 
thusiastic Sikhs, who, amid all their fickleness to their leaders, 
maintained an imimpeacbable fidelity to tbeir faith. A battle,; 
however, had become inevitable, and the rumours which conveyed 
the first uncertain and contradictory reports, magnified the diffi- 
culties experienced by tbe British forces into renewed disastei's, if 
not absolute defeat. Doubts and fears, however, were speedily 
dissipated by the arrival of well-authenticated news of victory, 
though purchased at a cost which served to temper the rejoicings 
at a partial triumph with many fears. 

The first battle fought with tbe Sikhs took place on tbe ISth of 
December, between tbe Ambala and Loodiana divisions of the 
British army, wbicb had been prudently united by order of Lord 
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site Ferozepore changed its position, and moved -li little up the 
river towards the Hurreelvce ghaut; and a rumour having found 
its way to Ferozepore, on the night of the 10th, that the Sikhs 
wore crossing in numbers, the assistant qunrtennaster-gencral. 
Captain Egerton, u-as directed to reconnoitre early on the follow- 
ing morning. He went, escorted by a squadron of the Sth light 
cavaliy, and on approaching the point at which ho expected to 
find them, he left tlio escort behind, and rode forwanl with two 
orderlies. The Sikhs were seen to be hnsj’ collecting boats about 
eight miles from Ferozepore, a little beyond our boundaiy line, 
and they no sooner perceived Captain Egerton, than they fired 
upon him. It would appear that tlic men who fired were on the 
left hank of the river, and only some 600 y.ar<ls from Captain 
Egerton. Certain it is that the balls fell around him, and that 
the moment the firing commenced by the party, the aljirm was 
given in the whole cjimp, the drums heat to arms, and the Avholo 
of the force turned out Avith great rapidity. 

It was now evident to all that a Punjaub campaign Avas inevi- 
table. The Avholc of the ladies in the camp of the governor-general 
who had proceeded to the frontier to watch the progress of events, 
noAV took their departuro and returned to Umballah, Avhilc onlcrs 
Avero issued to troops in all directions to move up Avith all practi- 
cable haste to the frontier. The governor-general paid a hurried 
visit to Loodiana on the lltb, and inspected the troops there, re- 
turning aftenvards to Sirhind. The .Sikh vakeel at Loodiana 
received his conge, while the British agents at the Lahore cotirt 
Averc ordered to Avithdraw themselves — a sure sign of coming hos- 
tilities. By the 12lh, about 10,000 Sikhs had crossed the river, 
Avith tAA-cnty-scA*en guns, at a place about twelve miles from I'eroro- 
pore, and on the 13th they AA'cre seven miles frojn that station, 
crossing men and guns, by a bridge of boats, Avilh great activity 
and expedition. The ladies at Ferozepore AA'cre now all sent info 
the fort for safety, and an imraediate attack Avas exiK'cted. On 
the 13th, the goA’cnmr-general issued a proclainnlion, setting forth 
the AncAAS and objects of the British goA'cmment, and summoning 
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field-batteries. The rapid and well-dirceted fire ot our artillery 
appeared soon to paralyze that of tbe enemy; and, as it was 
necessary to complete our infantry dispositions without advancing 
the artillery too near to the jungle, I directed the cavalry under 
Brigadiers Wliito and Gough to malcc a fiank movement on the 
enemy's left, ndth a \ievr of threatening and turning that fiank, 
if possible. With praiseworthy gallantry, the 3d light dragoons, 
with the 2d brigade of cavalr}', consisting of the hody-guard and 
5th light cavaliy, ■with a portion of the 4th lancers, turned the 
left of the Sikh army, and, sweeping along the whole rear of its 
infantry and guns, silenced for a time the latter, and put their 
numerous cavalry to flight. Whilst this movement ■was taking 
place on the enemy’s left, I directed the remainder of the 4th 
lancers, the 9th iiTegular cavalry, under Brigadier Mactier, with 
a light field-battery, to threaten their right. This manoeuvre was 
also successful. Had not the infantry and guns of the enemy 
been screened by the jungle, these brilliant charges of the cavalry 
would have been productive of greater effect. When the infantry 
advanced to the attack. Brigadier Brooke rapidly pushed on his 
horse-artillery close to the jungle, and the cannonade was resumed 
on both sides. The infantry under Major-Generals Sir Hany 
Smith, Gilbert, and Sir John M'Caskill, attacked in echelon of 
lines the enemy’s infantry, almost inrisible amongst wood and the 
approaching darkness of night. Tlie opposition of the enemy was 
such as might have been expected from troops who had everything 
at stake, and who had long vaunted of being irresistible. Their 
ample and extended line, from their great superiority of numbers, 
far outflanked ours; but this was counteracted by the flank move- 
ments of our cavalry. The attack of the infantry now commenced, 
and the roll of fire from this powerful arm soon convinced the 
Sikh army that they had met rrith a foe they little expected. 
Their whole force was driven from position after position ■with 
great slaughter, and the loss of seventeen pieces of artillery, some 
of them of heavy calibre ; our infantry using that never-failing 
weapon, the bayonet, whenever the enemy stood. Night only 
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Hardingc, and a dctrxlitncnt of the Sikh nnny under Txl Sing. 
The two armies met at ^loodkcc, twenty miles from Fcrojeporc, 
and the Sikhs immediately began the attack. The whole forces 
under Lord Gongh amounted to about 11,000, while the Sikhs 
were estimated at 30,000 men, with forty guns. The Sikhs were 
repulsed mth severe loss, and seventeen of their guns were taken ; 
but the British learned in the battle of Moodkee the \*alour of 
the enemy with which they had to contend. The forces of Lord 
Gough, already too few, were reduced by a loss of 215 killed and 
657 wounded ; among the former of whom were Major-Generals 
Sir Robert Sale and Sir John M'Caskill. The commandcr-in- 
chief remarks in his despatch: “The troops were in a slate of 
great eKhanstion, principally from the want of water, which was 
not procurable on the road, when, about three r.st., information w.as 
received that the Sikh army was advancing ; and the troops had 
scarcely time to get under arms, and move to their positions, when 
the fact was ascertained. I immediately pushed fonvnrd the 
horse artillery and cavalry, directing the infantrj-, accompanied by 
the field-batteries, to move forward in support. IVc h.nd not pro- 
ceeded beyond two miles, when we found the enemy. They evi- 
dently had cither just taken up this position, or were advancing in 
order of battle against us. To resist their attack, and to cover the 
formation of the infantry, T advanced the cavalry under Brigadiers 
White, Gough, and ^lactier, rapidly to the front, in columns of 
sqimdrons, and occupied the plain. They were speedily followctl 
by the five troops of horsc-artillcry, under Brigadier Brooke, who 
took up a forward position, having the c.ivalry then on his flank;*. 
The country is a dead flat, covered at short intervals with a low, 
but, in romc places, thick jhow jungle, and dotted with sandy 
hillocks. The enemy screened their infantry nnd artillery l>cliia'l 
this jungle, and such undulations as the ground nflbnlcd ; and, 
whilst onr twelve battalions formed from echelon of brigade info 
line, opened a very severe cannonade upon our aflvaneing tro'jp-*, 
which wa« vigorously replied to by the battery of horsc-.’vrtlll-'ry 
under Brigadier Brooke, which was coon joined by the two h'gi't 
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Ftooci hclwvcn nntl 1>c1iinil the ballcricp, firm in their order, and 
nclivo with their inn^heifi. The resistance met was wholly un- 
csi>cctcd, and all starlod with aslonishinont. Gnus were dis- 
mounted, and their animnnition was hlown into the air; squadrons 
were cheelced in mid-career; hnttniion aficr battalion was hurled 
back with shattered ranks, and it was not. until aficr sunset that 
portions of the enemy's jiosition were finally carried. Darkness, 
and the. obstinacy of the. contest, threw the Knglish into confusion; 
men of all regiments and anus we.rc mixed together; generals 
were doubtful of the. fact or of the extent of their own success, and 
colonels knew not what had become of the regiments they com- 
manded. or of the army of which they formed a j).art. Some 
portions of the. enemy’s line had not been broken, and the uncap- 
turwl pins were tunicd by the Sikhs upon masses of soldiers 
oppressed with cold, thirst, and fatipie, and who attracted the 
attention of the watchful enemy by lighting fires of brushwood to 
warn their stifiened limb.s. The position of the English was one 
of real danger and great, perplexity; their mercenaries had jirovcd 
themselves good soldiers in foreign countries as well as in India 
itself, when discipline was little known, or while success was 
continuous; but in a few hours, the five thousand children of a 
distant hand found that* their art had been lc.amt, and that an 
emergency had arisen which, would t.ax their energies to the 
utmost. On that memorable night, the English were hardly 
nuastens of the ground on which they stood ; the}' had no reserve 
at hand, while the enemy had fallen back upon a second ni-my, 
and could renew the fight with increased numbers.” 

The night lliat inten'oned between the commencement and the 
close of the battle of Fcro7.c.shnh, must have been one of the deepest 
anxiety to the British commanders; but it was a night, too, rendered 
memorable by the display of heroic qualities of the truest stamp. 
The private letters of the govcnior-gcncml, cited with enthusiasm 
by Sir Robert Peel, in the House of Commons, to an admiring and 
sympathizing audience, afibrd some glimpses alike of the sufler- 
ings and the glories of that terrible night. “ The night of the 
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saved tlicm from worse disaster, for this stout conflict was main* 
laincd during an hour and a half of dim starlight, amidst a cloud 
of dust from the sandy jdain, which yet more obscured every 
object.” 

The experience acquired by this victory taught the IJrilish 
Ic.idcrs the necessity for bringing cvety available means to bear 
against their brave and resolute enemy. "When it became evident 
that tbc Sikbs were marebing in force towards tbe Sutlcdge, lauil 
on assuming tbc initiative in tbc war, Sir Henry Ilardiiige, win) 
bad proceeded to tbc expected scene of contest, tenden*d bis f ervicfs 
to tbc enmnmnder-in-ebief, and assumed tbe position of sccmid in 
command. By tbc arrangements wbicb be efli'cli'd, tbe largest 
possible force was placed at tbc command of Sir lltigli tJimgb, to 
oppose tbc Sikb invaders. According to tbe govcnior-geiierarf) 
despatch, tbc Sikb anny, wbicb occupied tbc inlrenrbed camp at 
Ferozesbab, amounted to 00,000 men, while the IJritliib fnn-i 'i 
opjwscd to ibcm did not exceed 17,000 men; wbibi fbo Sil:bs, 
at the same time, possessed an arlillcrj’ vastly hiiperior to «iur 
own, both in respect of tbc number and weight of th'dr guns. 

The Sikh army cneamjied In the fonii of a horse-shoe nroimd 
the village of Fcrozchliali, about ten inlU’.i from tin* f-rciio of llu.Ir 
partial defeat at Moodkee, and nearly at'an equal di-lanw: from 
Ferozeprjre, On the 2 1st of Dmunljer, a juneliou wa’* eforu d 
with Sir .John Littler's diviMon, and an iimiifdiate attm’k on 
the enemy's po>ition was rc olve<l ujsm; hut eotr-idfrahh; dflay 
occurred before the arrangements could be comjil' ted, and if. v,r-< 
within an hour of sunset before the a=’.*:!mU was oomuisriCMl. 
Captain ('unningbam, who is no 1 «-js eager to paint flie e- i- 
denees of br.avery atid mililarj' skill di^jdayed by the Sil;!*-, 
than to sp'ak of the error! and «!iortconiinga, n-al or f ujijs .’* '!, 
of their ojijwncnt.s, reinarl:»> of Ihf j»r</-> cdings on tlie ev< long 
of the 21st DeceinVr : — '* The confidsn! CrigH*'h had at I'’*, 


got the field they wanted; they niarthtd in ev<-n array, lo.d tlo ir 
famed artillery' ojicned its ste.vdy fin*. But tie- go!." of th'- .‘'tU 
were ser/ed with rapidity and pr* el-'ion, a.ed the 
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in their exertions by Lientennnt-Coloncl "Wootl, who was wounded 
in (he outset. Tljc 80 th cnplurcd the gun, nnd the enemy, dis- 
ninycd by this conntcr-check, did not vctituro to jn-c.s.s on further. 
During the whole night, however, they continued to harass our 
trooj'S by fire of artillcrj*, wherever moonlight di.ccovcred our 
position. But,” adds the cominnndcr>iu-chief, “with daylight 
0.11110 ivtribulion. Our infantn" formed in line, supported on both 
flanks by lior.<c-arlillcr\', whikst a fire was opened from our centre 
by such of our hcai*5' guns ns renmined cflectivc, aided by n flight 
of rocket.*!. A masked battery played with great cflect upon this 
I»intj dismounting our piecc.s, nnd blowing np our tumbrils. At 
tills moment, IJcntciinnt-Gcncral Sir Henry llardingc placed 
himself at the head of the left, whilst I rode nt the head of the 
right wing. Our line advanced, nnd, unchecked by the enemy's 
fire, drove them ra])idly out of the village of Ferozeshah and their 
riicimpnicnt; then, changing front to its left, on its centre, our 
force continued to sweep the camp, bearing down all opposition, 
and dislodged the enemy from their whole position. The line then 
halted, ns if on a da}’ of manoeuvre, rcccinng its two leaders, ns 
they rode along it,s front, with a gratifying cheer, and displaying 
tlic captured standards of the Klmlsa anny. We had taken up- 
wnnls of ficvcnty-throc pieces of cannon, and were masters of the 
whole field.” • 

Q'hc victory was mo.st opiwrlunc, nnd might well fill the minds 
of all with joy nnd gratitude. Nevertheless, tlioiigb a complete, 
it was not a decisive victory. The Sikhs had, indeed, been routed 
and driven from the field. “ For twenty-four hours," says Lord 
Gough in his despatch, “not a Sikh has appeared in our front. 
The rem.iins of the Klmlsa army arc said to bo in full retreat 
across the Sutlcdgc, or marching up its left bank, towards Ilurreo- 
keeputhur, in the greatest confusion and dismay. Their camp is 
the scene of the most awful carnage, and they have abandoned 
large stores of grain, camp-equipage, and ammunition.” However 
satisfactory such ciidcnccs of flight might be, the narration of the 
commandcr-in-chicf betrays the fact, that the exhausted victors 
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21st of December,” vnrotc Sir Henij- TIardingc to tbe minister, 
“ was the most extraordinary of my life. I bivouacked with the 
men 'without food or covering, and oar nights arc bitter cold. A 
burning camp in our front, our brave fellows lying doum under a 
heavy cannonade, which continued daring the whole night, mixed 
with the wild cries of the Sikhs, otnr English hurrah, the tramp 
of men, and the groans of the dying. In this state, with a hand- 
ful of men who had carried the batteries the night before, I 
remained till morning, taking very short intervals of rest by lying 
down ■until various regiments in succession, to ascertain their 

temper and revive their spirits I found myself again 

irith my old friends of the 29th, Slst, 50lh, and 9th, all in good 
heart. .... Jly answer to all and every man was, that wo 
must fight it out, attack the enemy vigorously at daybreak, beat 
bim, or die honourably on the field. The gallant old general 
(Sir Hugh Gough), kind-hearted, and heroically brave, entirely 
coincided with me,” 

But little were tlic exhausted troops allowed to slumber in 
pc.'icc, wherc they lay, with their anns at their side, ready with 
the d.awn to renew the bloody slnigglc. “ Night fell,” says I.<inl 
Gough in his despatch, “ while the conflict was everywhere 
raging. Although I now brought up Major-General Sir Harry 
Smith’s division, and he captured and long retained another part 
of the position, and her Majesty’s 3d light dragoons charged and 
took .some of the most formidable batteries, yet the cncjny retuained 
in possession of a considerable portion of the grc.at quadrangle, 
whilst om* troops, intcnninglcd with theirs, kept pos-es-ion of the 
remainder, and finally bIvouackc«l upon if, exhausted by their 
gallant efibrls, greatly reduced in numbers, and siifi'ering extren'.ely 


from thirst, yet animated by an indomitable spirit. In this .state 
of tilings, the long night wore nway. Near the middle of it. one 


of their hea\"y guns was advanced, and pl.aytd m’th deadly esa-ct 
ujwn our troops. Sir Henry Hardingc innuediatcly formed her 
Majesty's SOth f‘)Ot and the Ist European light infantrj'. 'I bey 
■were led to the atlaek by their commanding-oITicen-, and anitaati-l 
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victorious into tlie British dominions. Golnb Sing vras chosen 
their leader, and with the unanimity and vigour of determined 
councils and a definite plan of action, the Khalsa forgot their 
previous losses, and boasted that the British army.should he anni- 
hilated, or driven in dishonour from the field. But the time was 
gone when unity in the councils of Sikhs could secure their triumph 
over the conquerors of the East. Sir Harry Smith was the first 
to give the check to those who had momentarily tarnished his 
well-won reputation. "With the reinforcements he had received, 
which raised the forces under his command to 11,000 men, he 
marched on the 28th of January 1846, determined to give the 
enemy battle. The commander-in-chief had reinforced him on 
the 26th both with cavalry and guns, and on the following day 
he occupied their deserted position. The Sikhs retreated about 
ten miles, towards the banks of the Sutledge, where they were 
joined by a reinforcement, which raised their forces to folly 15,000 
men, and they took up a position, with the 'v’illage of Aleewal on 
their left, and threw up banks of earth to protect their line in 
front, and oppose additional impediments to their assailants. Sir 
Harry Smith’s narrative of the battle which followed is charac- 
terized by singular coolness and precision; ‘‘As I neared the 
enemy,” he remarks in his despatch, “ the ground became most 
fiivourable for the troops to manoeuvre, being open and hard grass 
land. I ordered the cavalry to take ground to the right and left 
by brigades, thus displaying thp heads of the infantry columns, 
and as they reached the hard ground I directed them to deploy 
into line. Brigadier Godby’s brigade was in direct echelon to the 
rear of the right, the Shekawatte infantry in like manner to the 
rear of my left, the cavalry in direct echelon on, and well to the 
rear, of both fianks of the infantry. The artillery massed on the 
right, and centre and left. After deployment, I observed the 
enemy’s left to outflank me; I therefore broke into open columns, 
and took ground to my right: when I had gained sufficient 
ground, the troops wheeled into line ; there was no dust, the sun 
shone brightly. The manoeuvres were performed with the celerity 
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had been unable fo follow in pursnit of the retreating foe, and that 
the flying Sikhs, who might have been scattered and irretrievably 
broken by a timely pursuit, had been allowed to cross the Sntlcdgc 
at their leisure, and to re-form on the ojtpositc bank. The loss of 
the British was very severe. Q’hc ofticial dc.spatcbc,-t state C9 5 
killed and 1721 wounded, or 2415 in all, amounting to about a 
seventh of the whole British force in the field. 

The battle of Ferozesbab tbreatened to prove afruillc.ss victory. 
'Within a few day.s of the termination of (hat great battle, the 
Sikhs were preparing to renew the struggle — to rccross the 
Sntlcdgc in the face of our viclorions nnny. Tlic advantages 
which we had gained we could not follow up*, wo had learnt that 
our artillery was not sufiicicntly powerful to silence tlic Sikh gun*!, 
and that fliough our force might he strong cnongii for the pitrjwscs 
of defence, for which it had been assembled, it was incompetent for 
the greater work of rolling kick the tide of invasion, and carrying 
the war info flic country of the enemy. It was dctcnnineil, there- 
fore, by the British chiefs, that our anny should remain in an 
altitude of defence, until the reinforcements from Meerut, mid 
tlic heavy guns and ordnance stores, which had been onlcrwl up 
from nelhi, could rc.acl! the banks of the Sutlcdgc. 

Meanwhile, in the middle of .Tnnuary, a strong body of Sikhs 
under llimjoor Sing, with n (rain of seventy pieces of nrtillerj", 
crossed the Siitledgc within n few miles of our frontier-station of 
Loodinna. It was said that his object was to intercept onr convoy 
with the. heavy guns ; hut suhscqnent inquiries proved the fidhiey 
of this convirlion. Be this ns it may, .Sir Harry Smith, with a 
force of all nnns, was sent to the relief of I.ooilinna, which fho 
enemy were, thus threatening. Loodinna was relieved, hut a 
skirmish willi the enemy at Bitddowal tcniiinated in what imi't 
he regarded as a disaster. Sir Harry Smith ]o=t a large jwrti'Ui 
of his baggage; and if it had not lif'cn for the ndinirahle efiorts of 
file cavalry under Brigadier Cureton, would probably have lo-.t a 
I.arge. portion of Ids forre. 

nie Sikhs FPenied about to retrieve their los-es, and tr..".ri’!i 
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coinplcfcly ovcrllircw tlicir whole schemes. Golnb Sing, instead 
of nttompling to rally liis defeated forces, iiphraidcd them with the 
rashness and folly of hoping to overcome the conquerors of India, 
and immediately opened negotiations with the English commander. 
Another battle, however, had to he fought, , and another victoiy 
won, before the British conquerors could dictate terms to the hardy 
and resolute race whom they encountered on the northern boun- 
daries of British empire in the East. The terms offered by the 
British Icadera in reply to the negotiations of Golab Sing were 
such ns must he acknowledged to afford reasonable evidence of the 
integrity of their motives in entering on the contest. They dis- 
claimed all desire of annexation or conquest, and intimated their 
readiness to acknowledge a Sikh sovereignty in Lahore, so soon 
as the army should be disbanded. But, however reasonable and 
oven generous such terms might appear to those that dictated 
them, they struck at the very root of the Khalsa's dreams of 
supremacy and integrity. 

The Sikhs, meanwhile, were not wanting in propiirntion for 
renewing the contest. The brilliant achievement of Sir Harry 
Smith’s division at Alccwal, had been conducted >ritb an amount 
of boldness, caution, aiid military skill, wortliy of a brave and ex- 
perienced commander, and it had been productive of tho happiest 
effects on British interests in India; nevertheless, it was only the 
victory of a division. Its moral effect in confirming the courage 
and high faith in the destiny of British arms of the one party, and 
in moring the opposite party to despondency and dread, was 
doubtless great; Fortune had deserted the Khalsa. Defeat and 
subjection already impended over tlicm, and divided councils were 
hurrying ou their fate. A decisive victoiy was, however, still 
needed, ere the British could force the passage of the Sutlcdgc, 
and become masters of the Funjaub. 

While Sir Harry Smith was manoeiming his division, and the 
-indispensable reinforcements were being brought up from the rear, 
the main body of tbo Sikhs had been no less active in their pre- 
parations for the final struggle. They had gradually brought tho 
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and precision of tbe most correct field-day. The glistening of the 
bayonets and swords of this order of battle was most imposing, 
and the line advanced. Scarcely bad it moved forward 1 50 yards, 
when, at ten o’clocl:, the enemy opened a fierce cannonade from bis 
whole line. At first bis balls fell short, but quickly re-ached ns. 
Tims upon him, and c.apable of better a.'-certaining bis ixisition, I 
avas compelled to bait the lino, tbongh under fire, for a few 
moments, until I ascertained that by bringing up my right and 
carrj'ing the village of Alccw.al, I could with great effect pre- 
cipitate myself upon his left and centre.” 

The c.aptiirc of the village proved an easier task than was anti- 
cipated. The holders of the post speedily gave w.ay before the 
deternnnod charge of the British brigades. Tlic Sikhs stood their 
ground on the field, however, with the most rc.solutc v.alour, and 
even threatened at one time to outflank the right wing of tlic 
British. “The enemy,” s.iys Sir Hany Smith, “fought with 
much resolution : they maintained frequent rencounters with our 
cavalrj’ band to hand. In one charge of infantry upon her 
Majesty's ICtli lancers, they threw away tlicir imiskcls, and camu 
on with their swords and targets against the lance.” But their 
brave resistance proved unavailing. They made sevcnal ineffectual 
atlentpts to r.ally, hut at length were driven across tho Stitlcdgc 
with immense loss, and in the utmost cojjfusion and terror. 'I’lia 
whole artillciy of the enemy was cither c.aplnrcd or destroyed; 
52 guns remained in the hands of the victors. The whole of tlic 
Sikh camp, baggage, stores of ammunition, grain, and tiearly 


everything brought into tlic field, rt'inainrd ns the spoilt of the 
conqnerorf*; and the commander cxuUingly c.\claims in his Jc- 
ppnleh, “ 1 am unwonl to praise when praise is not merited, and T 
licrc must avowedly c.xpress my finn ojdnion and conviction that 
no troops in any battle on record ever behaved mens nobly.” 

The victory of Alccwal was an juip*irtanl one. The ntinih'r 
engaged was indwl comparatively «tnnll ; but tlic eff'ct of this 
opji'irttuie defeat of tin' Sikbs, at tbo very time wlom they wero 


rejoicing in nniteJ coundls, and exulting in anticipated vjet.rr}', 
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by a strong force on- the previous day. The Sikhs were every- 
where taken by surprise, and beat loudly to arms throughout their 
wide intrenchments on both sides of the river. The English 
heavy ordnance had been arranged in masses on some of the most 
commanding points opposite the enemy’s intrenchments', and at 
sunrise the batteries opened upon them. For three hours, the 
deadly shower of iron hail poured down upon the Sikh forces 
within their intrenchments, mingled with the more deadly shells, 
that scattered deatli on every side as they fell. But the Sikh 
intrenchments bristled with the heavy ordnance which had told 
so effectively against the light field-pieces that formed the sole 
British artillery in the earlier engagements, and the sun’s level 
rays hardly pierced through the clouds of sulphurous smoke that 
loomed over the scene of deadly strife. “ Our battery of nine- 
pounders," says the commander-in-chief in his despatch, “ opened 
near the little Sobraon, with a . brigade of howitzers formed from 
the light field-batteries and troops of horse-artillery, shortly after 
daybreak. But it was half-past six before the whole of our artil- 
lery fire was developed. It was most spirited and well directed; 
but notwithstanding the formidable calibre of our iron guns, 
mortars, and howitzers, and the admirable way in which they 
were served, and aided by a roidret-battery, it would have been 
visionary to expect that they could, uithih any limited time, 
silence the fire of seventy pieces behind well-constructed batteries 
of earth, plank, and fascines, or dislodge troops covered either 
by redoubts or epauleraents, or within a treble line of trenches. 
The effect of the cannonade was, as has since been proved by 
an inspection of the camp, most severely felt by the enemy; 
but it soon became evident that the issue of this struggle must 
be brought to the arbitrement of musketry and the bayonet 
At nine o’clock, Brigadier Stacey’s brigade, supported on either 
flank by Captains Horsford’s and Fordyce’s batteries, and Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Lane’s troop of horse-artillery, moved to the 
attack in admirable order. The infantry and guns aided 
each other correlatively. The former marched steadily on 
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grcAfcr part of their Rrailablc force into an inlronclicfl entnp fonr.Cfl 
on the left hank of the Sutlcdge, and which comprised within its 
irregnlar ramparts the whole possessions they still held hy force 
of arms in the British dominions. Their force was estimated at 
35,000 fighting-men. Bnt the defeat at Alccwal, which had 
proved so welcome and so important in its rcsnlts to the Briti'sh, 
had a corresponding depressive effect on the Sikhs. Some of tho 
older and more experienced Sikh chiefs looked forwnnl with 
sad forel>3dings to the approaching contest, and one favourite 
leader, Sham Sing, announced to tho desponding Khnlsa his 
resolution to meet death in the foremost ranks that engaged 
with the, enemy, and so to offer himself np as a sacrifice on I'chalf 
of the sacred commonwealth, threatened with snch impending 
danger. 

Confidence and joyful anticipations of Irinmph prevailed throngh* 
out tho British camp. The victory of Aleewnl had restored the 
faith of the. Sepoys in the fortune of British arms, while the Kunv 
pean forcc.s exulted in the anticipation of vietorj*. Siihstantial 
grounds of confidence had incanwliilo been supplied by (lie arrival 
of the, lieavy onlnnnec, with nhnndant ammunition and slorr*!. 
njc obstacles which had impeded their earlier operations, and 
made victorj' so difficult and .--o hardly won, no longer existed In 
check the Iwld advance of the British forces, or the daring im}>e- 
tno'ity of the commandcr-in-ehicf. The lOih of rrhni.nrj*, only 
twelve day.s after the victory of Alcewal, was fixed for sfortning 
the Sikh p-osition, and driving them l>eyond tho river. Throngh 
indi‘T'’rence or noglrct, the British had allowed a post of olnerva- 
lion of some importance to fall into tlic hands of the Sikhs, and 
tho snqiri'ing of this was determined upon as the fir!<t proeeeding. 
I-ong iK'fiire. dawn, the whole British ramp was in motion, and r.n 
advaticed party was nnlcred to drive in the enemy’s ^liekets. Ti e 
additional plo^im of a thick hare ndde*! to the dnrkne*!-' of tb'‘ 
night, as the I’ritish forces silently advanced to a'sinaethe jnith- 
tivein ibecontct; bn*, the po^ts of observation, at tie* Solrs’en 
a.nd in front of Kwlee walla, wen* found nnocenpied, tbenttb l-'dd 
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wLitq nttii'Q, as one devoted to death, and calling on all nronnd 
him to fight for the Gooi-od, vrho had promised everlasting bliss ■ 
to the brave, he repeatedly rallied his shattered ranks, and at last 
fell a martyr on a heap of his slain countrymen. Others might: 
be seen standing on the ramparts amid showers of balls,' waving 
defiance with their swords, or telling the gunners where the fair- 
haired English pressed thickest together. Along the stronger 
half of the battlements, and for the period of half an hour, the 
conflict raged sublime in all' its terrors. The. parapets ' were • 
sprinkled witli blood froin end to end; the trenches were filled 
with the dead and the dying. Amid the deafening roar of 
cannon, and the multitudinous fire of musketry, the shouts- of 
trhimph or of scorn were- yet he.ird, and the flashing of innumei'- 
ahlo swords was yet visible; or, from time to time, exploding 
magazines of powder threw bursting shells, beams of wood and 
banks of earth, high above the agitated sea of smoke and flame 
which enveloped the host of combatants, and for a moment 
arrested the attention amid all the din and tumult of the tremen- 
dous conflict. But gradually each defensible position was cap- 
tured, and the enemy was pressed towards the scarcely fordable 
river. Yet, although assailed on -either side by squadrons of 
horse and battalions of foot, no Sikh offered, to submit, and no 
disciple of Govind asked for quarter. They everyivhere showed 
a front to the victors, and stalked slowly and sullenlj’- away, 
while many rushed singly forth to meet assured death by con- 
tending with a multitude.” The bridge had been broken through ; 
the waters of the Sutledge had risen in the nfght. The ford was ' 
impassable. So the routed host tried to swim the river ; and as 
they went, the guns of our horse artillery opened upon them with 
murderous effect. Charging right down to the river side, they 
poured upon the flying masses a deadly shower of grape and 
canister.- In sudi a crisis it would have been false humanity tq 
leave our victory incomplete. The one great object of the British 
leaders was so to break the power' of the Khalsa as to render, 
another sanguinary conflict a contingency not to be expected, 
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in line, tvliiclx they hnltctl only to correct when nece<.ffln\ 
Tlio latter took np pncccssirc positions nt the gallop, until at 
length thev were within three hnndrcil rards of the hcavv 
half cries of the Sikhs; hut, notwithstanding the regularity, 
and coolness, and scientific character of this assault, ivliieh 
Ilrigadicr TVilkinson well supported, so hot was the fire of 
cannon, Tnuskctiy, and nnmhoonicks, kept np by the Khaha 
troops, that it seemed for some moments impossible that the. 
inlrcnchments could he won under it; hut soon persevering gal* 
lantry triumphed, and the whole army had the satisfaction to 
sec the gallant Brigadier Stacey’s soldiers driving the Sikhs in 
confusion hcforc them wifliin the area of their encampments.” 
Tlic resistance of the Sikhs was tcrrihlc. The deadly fire of 
their muskets and wcll-scn-cd artillciy, mowed down the ad- 
vancing lines of the British, and compelled them to give way. 
The first assailants were repulsed, hut they rallied and rctnrniMl 
to the charge, and, supported by the advance of the second divi- 
sion, after a severe struggle, they obtained iX).-!se.«.»ion of some of 
the enemy's most important batteries in the front. Still the 
Sikhs stood their ground. No panic seized them linnly enthu- 
siasts, though thus a-s-sailcd within their own intrct’.ehincnts. Out- 
point after another w.as forced. The sapj)er.s levelled spaces stif- 
fieicnt for the c.avnliy to pour into their camp, and su-tnin the 
efforts of the infnntiy, who had borne the hnint of the deadly 
struggle. But still the .Sikhs fought with all the. wild fiirj' of 
despair. Single haltcries still held out, nnd hundreds fell in the 
attempt to arrest their persevering cfforls to retrieve the lioiw-lesi 
fortunes of the Khal.»a. " The interior,” say.s Captain Cunning- 
hant, “ w.as filled with courageous men, v.lio ft-ok ndvanf.sg*' of 
every ohMacle, and fought fiercely fur everj' sjvtt of fw»und. 
n»e tr.aitor, Tcj Sing, indeed, instead of Ic.'iding fre->h turn fu rtis- 
t.ain the failing .strength of the troop-' on his right, ihsl on th'' 
first a"ault, ami, either accidentally or hy de-.ign, sank a h.-at in 
the iiiid-Jlc of the bridge of comrntmication. Btu the 
Sham Sing remembered Ms vow; I.o clothed J.irai' lf in »!!’.. {-lo 
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clivrcd for the British. The fire of the Sikhs first slackened, and 
then nearly censed, and the victors then pressing them on every 
side, precipitated them in masses over the bridge, and into the 
Sutlcdgc, •which a sudden rise had rendered hardly fordable. In 
their efforts to roach the right bank, through the deepened water, 
they suffered from our horse-artillery a terrible carnage. Hun- 
dreds fell rindcr this cannonade; hundreds upon hundreds were 
drowned in attempting the perilous passage. Their awful 
slaughter, confusion, and dismay, were such as would have ex- 
cited compassion in the hearts of their generous conquerors, if 
the Khalsa troops had not, in the early part of the action, sullied 
their galLantry by slaughtering and barbarously mangling cvciy 
wounded soldier whom, in the vicissitudes of attack, the fortune 
of war left at their mercy. Sixty-seven pieces of cannon, up- 
wards of 200 camel-swivels (zumboonjcks), numerous standards, 
and vast munitions of war, captured by our troops, are the pledges 
and trophies of our victory. The battle was over by eleven in 
the morning, and in the forenoon I caused our engineers to bum 
a part, and to sink a part of the vaunted bridge of the Khalsa 
army, across which they had boastfully come once more to defy 
us, and to thrc.aton India with ruin and devastation.” 

The -victorj' was complete; but it was not purchased without a 
severe loss on the part of the victors; 320 British soldiers lay 
dead on the field, including Major-General Sir Robert Dick, a 
veteran soldier, who had scn’cd with honour in the Peninsula 
and at "Waterloo; Brigadier Taylor, and other distinguished 
officers, who fell while lc<nding on their men, or recalling them 
to a sense of tlicir duty, as they recoiled from the deadly fire of 
the enemy. In addition to these, the British had 2083 wounded, 
some of them fatally. But the loss of the Sikhs did not amount 
to less than 8000, while they were irretrievably broken and 
scattered, without hope of again being able to take the field. 
“ We have to deplore a severe loss,” says the commander-in- 
chief, “but certainly not heavy when weighed in the balance 
against the obstacles overcome and the advantages -gained.” 
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"Wc htvd Rlrcady tad cnotigt of talf victories. The Iriv^mpt of 
Sotraon wns to be cowiplotc ned consRtnmatc, 

Kever l)cfprc had liritish arms been opposed to SRch detenained 
bravery and shill, ns strove with them on that bloody plnin, 
Tlic deadly straggles which had hang disgrace for a time on the 
Brifisli banners in the passes of Afghanistan, owed their final 
terrors to the nntnral character of the countir, far more th.an to 
the bravery of its hardy but nndisciplinod forces. But here oar 
battalion? were withstood on a fjur field by a foe that Hsteneil 
iinappalled to the thunders of their cannon, and stood unrnoverl 
before the glittering points of their bayonets when laid to the 
charge. Even the brave Sikhs, however, sustainerl by all the 
nerve that fanaticism c,an add to native valour, found British 
skill and daring more than n match for them on an equal field. 
“ At one time," says the British commander, in his despatch 
from the field of battle, “the thrindcr of full 120 pieces of onl- 
nance reverberated in this mighty comlvrt through the valley of 
the Sutlcdge.; and as it was soon seen that the weight of the 
whole force within the Sikh c.imp was likely to Ikj thrown tijion 
the two brigades that had passed its trenches, it Iwcnino news* 
sary to convert into close and serious attacks the dciuoustrations 
with skirmishers and artillery of the centre and right; and the 
battle raged with inconceivable fury from right to left. I'ho 
Sikhs, even when at particular poitifs their intrenehmenls were 
mastered with the baj-onct, strove, to regain them l»y tlse fierecrt 
conflict, .swonl in hand. Nor was it niilil the eav.alry of the left, 
under .'lajor-tleneral Sir Joseph Thnckwell, had moved fon'nr.l, 
and ridden through the ojKmings of the intrenchinent.? made hy 
our fappers, in single file, and re-fonned ns they pas-ed them, 
and the 3d dragcum**, whom no obstacle nsually held fonoid-iWe 
hy l)or/e appears to check, had on this day, ns at I'eroreslmh, 
gallojKrl over and ait down the olxtinate dcf*';i'-!*'r.i of lustteries 
and f:«dd*v.ork.‘, niid until the full weight of time divid-.oi < f 
InfAntjy, with cveiy fietd*nrtitleiy pm whiclj eouhl t*' rerst to 
ih.'ir Slid, had l>:cfi ca^t into the rea!>*, tliid viefory fitialiy d-'* 
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inrasion of the .British provinces, shall have been exacted.. 
Tiiese objects vrill include full indemnity.for all expenses incurred 
during the war, and such arrangements for the fiiturc government 
of the Lahore territories as will give perfect security to the 
British government against similar acts of perfidy and aggres- 
sion. Militaty operations against the government and army of 
the Lahore state have -not been undertaken , by the government 
of India fix)m any desire of territorial aggrandizement. The 
governor-general, as already aimonnced in the proclamation of 
the 13th of December, ‘ sincerely desired to see 5 strong SHtTi 
govermnent ^re-established in the Punjaub, able to control its 
army, and to protect its subjects.* The sincerity of these pro- 
fessions is proved- by the feet, that no preparations for hostilities 
had been made when the Lahore government suddenly, and 
without a pretext of complaint, invaded the British territories- 
The unprovoked aggression has compelled the British govern- 
ment to have recourse to arms, and to organize the means of 
oSiEnsiveL-warfere. and whatever now befall the Lahore states 
the consequences can alone be afeibuted to the miscondcot of 
that . government and' its am^. extension of territory was 
desired hy the government of India: the measures necessary for 
providing indemnity for tire past and security for the Srfure -vB], 
ho-wever, involve the retention tytie Btitish govermnent of a 


portion of the counmy 



Lahore state. The extent cf tertiizny w 
advisable to hold -viil be cecemmnec iy 
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That same night, esvcral rcpinoats ncro pa5h(sl ncnjs.s the ?ut- 
Ipdg? opposite rcroaepore, hnt no enemy apj'eare'i to re-?i<t {heir 
prv^gTCS?. On the 1 1th, the Kritieh foTvos piishe3 on to K«««> 5 r, 
nr.fl on th.e {I'llnn'Ing day it? fortre?? was ocenpied hy them vrith- 
ont opposition. On the loth, the Rritish army eneamped nnder 
the v.-nlls of that .ancient town. They learned there that the 
Sikhs had reassomhlcd to the amount of 20,000 men: bn: tisev 
were no longer formid.ahlc to the victorious invader? of the Fun- 


janh. Tlieir whole artillery and mnnitions of war were in th.e 
hand? of the rSemy. The power of the Khalsa was effectually 
1m'>ken, and no force of innate courage or fanatic real could re* 
place to it the indefensible provision? for contintiing the strug^l-\ 
or even restoring the confidence, which had before nen’cd them 
to the fight, and upheld them with the hope of victor;.*, even nfier 
repeated defeat?. 

Tlie ofiici.al proclamation of the govcmor*gencral, issued only 
four days after the victory of Sohraon, contains both a declara- 
tion and n defence of Briti.«h policy, ft thns procs'cils to an- 
nounce. and to justify the course pursued under the imtijcdiale 
surveillance of the governor-general, who' li.ad comhltvd in >'o 
r.nwontMl a manner the duties of the civilian and the «oMier. 
“ The. llriii.sh army Ira® crossed the Sutledge, and enmred the 
Ptmjauh. Tli“ iTovemor-gcnerr.l announces by this jirt:ela!iia*i->n 
that that measurv has iH'i'n adopted by the govenunent sif India, 
in r.c.'onlancc with the intention? espreso-d in the proelaina'Ion 
of the ISth of Deerrnber las^ a? having b-'en f.irce.] upm th.e 
gnvf mor-gtrne.ral for the pnrjv>se of ‘s-ffrrtu.ally prntecting l5;e 
I>riti»h provinces, for vindic.aling the authority of the llritish 
poremmen!. .and for punishing tin- violator.? of treatie; and the 
slisturb-er? *if the p-jhlic pe-r.;.' TJe'-e'op'rv'.tiiins v III 1»- ste-dily 


p'r'“versfl in and vigorously pro’ceuted, »m!ii the obj-vt? I'ro- 


p-.',.,! t,-> b' r-eeorr!pli“l:!'d .are fully attairc'd 
the Pi-niae.li by th*' Uri'.ish forces v.ill not 
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anpb' r't.ae.'ttien*. for the Insult off'-f.’-l to th** h gos'cra 
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malco Rucli otlicr nmingcnienls for tl»c future government of tlie 
Punjnnb ns tlie interests nnd soenrity of the British power may 
render just and expedient." 

If the Sikh soldiers did not ncqniesce in the justice of British 
policy, which dictated the necessity for a supreme nnd independent 
lX)wcr, by which their future motions would bo controlled nnd kept 
in check, they nt least ncknowlcdgcd the right of dictniion, which 
victory bad placed in the conquerors of Sobrnon. They agreed 
to aulliorizo their chosen minister, Golnb Sing, to treat with the 
British, nnd empowered him to concur in arrangements on the 
basis announced in the proclamation, of recognising a Sildi govern- 
ment in Lahore. 

On the 15th of Fcbninrj*, the governor-general was visited nt 
Knssoor by the rajah nnd several of the most influential Sikh 
chiefs, to whom he stated the terms upon which ho was willing to 
conclude a peace. These included the recognition of Dhulccp 
Sing ns sovereign of Lahore, but required the cession of the 
country’’ between the Bcc.ns and the Sutlcdgc, ns spcciflcd in the 
proclamation. They were likennse required to pay to the con- 
querors a million and a half sterling, ns some indemnity for the 
ospcnscs of the war. The governor-general was induced to 
dictate humiliating terms, in orilcr that the full conviction of the 
supremacy and im-incibilily of British arms might be felt whcrc- 
cver rebellious thonghts had been cherished, among the allies or 
the dependents of our Indian empire. After vain endeavours to 
evade some of the most unpalatable requirements, the Sikh chiefs 
reluctantly accepted (he ofTcred terms, nnd the young rajah 
personally tendered his submission. Still more effectually to 
demonstrate how effectually the Klialsn was humbled under the 
supremacy of their conquerors, the British army entered Lahore 
on the 20th Febniary, and, (wo days aftenvards, an English 
garrison occupied the citadel of the Sikh capital. 

In the arrangements which followed, Golnb Sing contrived that 
his o^vn interests should be advanced, however those of the great 
body of the disciples of Govind might suffer. His influence with 
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the victors the proj> 05 cd terms might apifcar, they were dictated 
withoat any ntfercncc to the pcctilinr consistency of tho ?ikh 
cotnmonvvxalth, if not indeed in ignorance of tlic peculiar features 
on whicii it was hasc<L I’or the Uriltsh govemor-getieral to 
dictate tcmi® by which a govcmincnl migiit l*o cstablishcti in tlu' 
Punjaub capable of controlling the Sikh army, might not unrea- 
Fonnbly be compared to tho liberal offers of the Knglish I'dwanl 
to llaliol. on condition that he should control the patriot army of 
Scotland. The defence of Ilritish iwlicy, however, lies in the 
fact th.at, whoever may be justly chnrgc.ahlc with tho initiative 
in the war, the movomenfs of the Ilritish were purely defensive. 
They dc'-ired no accession of territory, and di»l not seek to inter- 
fert; in the control of the Sikh soldiery, until their rovolutionarj* 
movements menaced the Ilritish frontier, and endangered tlie. 
jw.aec and safety of the empire. In tho conclusion of the same 
oflicial proclamation, tho governor-general thus confidently npiwnis 
to tho integrity of jmrjwsc which had influenee«l the whole courso 
of Ilritish policy. “ The governor-general, at this moment of a 
moit complete and decisive victoiy, cannot give a stn>nger pme-f 
of the fiirlH'arance and moderation of the Ilritish government than 
by making tins deel.aration of his intentimiK, tho tenns and nmdo 
of the arraiigcment remaining f>r further r.dju'itment. 'I’li'J 
govenier-gi’Ji'ral, therefore, calls «jton all iho'c chiefs ulto am 
th” w(.ll-wi’'bers of the descendants of Kurijc*'* r-iiig, and e'{H.-cially 
Midi cbief-i as b.avo not participated in the hostile proeredings 
ncain^t tlie llrltidi jmwer, to act in o>ncert svitli him in carrying 
into effect such arrangements as slinll nmliitain a .‘^ikh govern- 
ment at Lahore. cajnbUi of r.mtrolling its army and profectiug 
its subjects, find basisl tipm principles that isliall provide, for (ho 
fiitun^ tranquillity of the Sikh r.t.atrs, •ihall recnni th'- Itrltish 
frontier against a n-jx.'titioa of arts of a'rjrri-'sion, and rlmll prove 
to thi' svhiile the mo<lerati''ti and ju ti(*e of tie* piramonnl js'i'ser 
of India. If this opjvjrtnnity of n-'ciilng tli'" Sikh n.s{i’>n fri'.fn 
mllitarj- anarchy and mi*m]e l-« neglected, and boitile 
to tl.e Itriti'.li anay l.*c renewed, the go'.crerHent of Ind't will 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

■WAR IN MOUITAN AND THE PUNJAUB. 

Confident antldpatlons of pence— Sadden ontbreak at Monltan — AcQnirement of the district 
by Rni\)cet Sine— Its original inhabitants— Succession of DoUa Moolrid — Sirdar Khan 
appointed Governor— Assassination of British otficers— Alarming conspiracy at Lahore — 
Prompt measures of Lientenont Edirardes— Native olUes-TSiege of Sloulton— Jnnetion of 
General Whlsh— Fall of Moulton— Battle of CbilUaznvoBah — ^Donbtfnl natnre of the re* 
Etdts— Decisive victory of Goojerat— Fnrsnit of the Afghans — ^Annexation of the Pnqjanb 
— Condderution of British policy. 

The campaign of 1846 closed wifli the total route of the Sikhs, 
and their unequivocal submission to the supremacy of British arms. 
No combination of civil and military genius, however, could in so 
brief a period convert the wild Sikhs of the Punjauh into peaceable 
subjects or faithful allies. The Indian mail of June 1848, once 
more announced that the note of war had sounded on the north- 
western frontiers of British India. , The locality of renewed 
aggression and ti'cacheiy was Moultan, the capital of a large tract 
of the same name, extending between the Indus and the Sntledge, 
to the south of Lahore. The city of Moultan is a place celebrated 
of old for its great strength. Its more recent history exhibits the 
Sikh not as the patriot defending his native soil, but as the 
aggressor subjecting neighbouring districts by his sword. After 
various unsuccessful attempts, extending over a long period, 
Bunjeet Sing succeeded in taking Monltan, though not without 
immense loss. Here, as in so many other instances in our Indian 
wars, Britain appears only as a new and stronger power super- 
seding a previous conqueror, whose right of possession is of the 
sword. The inhabitants of the province of Moultan consist chiefly 
of Jats, the descendants of the Scythian invaders of India, who 
offered a flerce resistance to the Mohammedan invades, and, since 
their conquest lay Mahmoud of Ghizni in 1026, they have re- 
peatedly asserted their independence. Towards the dose of last 
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the Sikh force?, and his on-n wcaltli both in trcnsitro r.r.d mini* 
tion? of VTRT, rendered him still formidable, should he be driven, b v 
the csscling demands of hi? conquerors, to fall back on the support 
of the Sikhs. He had played the part of n neutral during t!;e 
rvnr, that is, he had watched the issue of the conflict, and wm 
prepared to side with the conqueror. ^Vhen the war was over, 
he c.anic forwaoil to trc.at with the llrittsh government on the {lart 
of the Sikhs. He did so, and, at the same time, he in.ado a Ivarg.oin 
for himself. The British had rcccivc<l Cashmere a< part pytnent 
for the indemnitv nionev. They bonght it. in fact, for a enm' of 
rapes; and for a crorc of mpes they sold it again to Golab Sing. 
The. Jummoo rajah was, at lc,ast, not a worse nun than his 
neighbours, and be was likely to m.akc a better ndor. His energy 
and ability were unquestioned. As a K.ajjwot, be was stirc to be 
more tolerant townrtls hi? subjects— -a mixed ppulalion of Unj- 
j<oot.« and Moliamtncdans — than any Sikh chief in the country. 
Tlic arrangement ?vas one, therefore, not to be insjmgnod on 
grounds of general hinnanity, wliilst, a.? a plitie.al cxpi’^liont, the 
wjtdom of the nic-a^urc is unquestionable. Evciit-s have r-utllcli'tiitly 
shown that Lord Hardingc was not mi't.nken. We have found in 
G(>!ab Sing .an ally who has sagacity enough to know that he 
hold? hI-< kingdom only by sufiunmee of tho British; and he Im? 
shown hi* de.drc to conciliate u”, by pmrnoting, at the s»gge>tion 
<if Sir Henry Lav.Tenrc, many »ne.asiire* for the ndvaiiccmt-nt of 
humanity and rivilizntion throughout his dominion''. 
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tlio nicnnlimc, Lieutenant Anderson Imd been nttnebed in like 
manner, when riding in company Avitli Lalla Jloolraj, and was 
borne to tbo same fort, Ecvcrcly wounded. There a fire was 
opened upon thcn> from hloullan, and Ibrcc days after, tbo 
Moultancsc troops moA'cd out to nttacic tbo fort in which they lay. 
The wounded ofliccra resolved to hold out the fort, in hope of 
relief. They sent out messengers to claim assistance from a 
neighbouring chief of Ilahnwulporc, Avho retained his allegiance 
to tbo llritish. Had their garrison been faithful, these officers 
might have been able to maintain the fort till cflectual aid reached 
them; but the Sikh troops within joined the assailants without, 
and, flinging open the gates, both Lieutenant Anderson and Mr. 
Agnow Avero assassinated, while A'ninlj' defending themselves 
against a host of assailants. 

It was bclicA'cd for a time that this violent outbreak was 
entirely rcferrible to some temporary and accidental misunder- 
standing Avith the Sikh soldiery, and Avas unconnected Avith any 
organized plan of opposition to established rule, or to any 
designed hostilities A\'ith the British. Long experience, Iioaa*- 
cver, suffices to prove that the more recent .acquisitions of our 
Eastern empire resemble, in their most quiescent state, rather the 
stillness of a poAvder magazine than the calm of the unA'cxed sea. 
A single .spark suffices for the explosion, and it is scarcely 
possible to calculate Iioav far its cflccts may c.\tcnd. Amid their 
most sanguine hopes, this aa’us not oA'crlookcd by those at the 
head of affiiirs in India; but the scene of danger Avas remote from 
means of defence or supply, the warm season aa'os at hand, Avhen 
active operations arc swirccly possible, and rumours of the insta- 
bility of afl'airs at Lahore, and of the equiA’oeal fidelity of the 
r.njah, Golab Sing, furnished grounds for the deepest apprehen- 
sion. The confidence expressed by Sir Henry Hsirdinge, Avho 
had noAV been created a Viscount, in the peace of the Punjaub, 
Avas based, doubtless, to a considerable extent^ on the admirable / 
militarj' arrangements made by him prcA’ious to <' artur<k 
At Lahoiv, these Avere rendered fully available, b’- . ^ ' 
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ccnttsry, thi? province was noniinslly tlejicnclcnt on flie Af^lian 
empire, between wliicb and Runjecl Sing r<'pcntcd 
place for it? j«??e?sion. After the Sikh rajah had been again and 
again foiled by the Afghan governor, Mosuffer Khan, he at length 
succeeded, in ISIS, more by good fortune th.an skill, in gaining 
pO'JCS'ionof the long-coveted place of strength, and annexing th-j 
province to his kingdom. By the trc.aty of 3835, Moultan r,a< 
tm.ally cedc<l by Slmh Sooja to the ruler of the runjanh, who 
committed it to the care of Sawan Mull, a snbordiimle governor, 
who held it hy a species of feudal tenure, administering it* afiV.iri 
a< a dependent nf the Sikh state. Sawan, who is described a? a 
ruler of grc.al nbillty .and moderation, perished hy the hands of an 
nsm?=in in a durbar affray, in September IStl. lie wa? sac- 
cediyl by bis eldest son, Lnlla Moolr.aj, wboec name so frequently 
occurs in the narrative? of recent events on tlie frontiers of iJrithh 
Indi.a. DitT.Tcnccs occurred betwt'Mi Moolraj at»d Lall Sing. 
One of the districts of hi? government was vloletttly sn.atchcd from 
him hy the r.ajflh. Snh'cquently he wn? summoned f<> J..ah in' t.> 
settle his ncconiit's, at all time? n complie.ated and reluctant pro- 
ceeding in the r.a?*., IIo went under British guarantee, ♦.in'cted 
rntne .*ort of ‘eiiloment, and returned in s.afcty to MouU.an; hut 
rjen-o'iatl'm? \icrc being still earrictl on, with the object ehi'rtiv of 
bringing the whole Sikh kingdom under a unif.irju m-vle of 
povornuient, The v, it wm lrf-ll»-ved, had at length bvit brought 
to a succe^'fiil i-isuc. Sirdar Klnn Sing ava< appointed governor, 
and Mr. Van« Agnew, a'-ej-ttant to the Briti-ih re 'ideal at Lid-.oo', 
wn* diputi'd to j)n''ee<'d, along with I.ieutrnan! .\ndcr*on, to 
in'tall t!;e tiew governor in hi-s ofilce. No njipititiun w.a’i tuti-ri- 
pated, and they averc attended, apparently, by a fore.* fit f -.r li*:!!* 
more than n guard of honour. The two Briti-'fi ortie. r.i arrlied r-t 
Moulton early in April IfitS'. and P’veived frets; J/slta M>oIruj 
the ftirrual re-ignation of bla fortre'*, «S:c. (hi th*' fsUor- injr«l-;v, 
while iri^jh'f-iing tlie fortrr-''*, Mr, Ago'-w- ws-t sst hl-’nly 
by rnd daisgeniu-tly w-ounded. He wr.ire*eti. d hy toe 

r";" C jVerr.or. and fen^e^-cd to n email Lrl cutd-.hr the tO",*.. In 
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Isagne with the conspirators in Lahore and elsewhere, by whom 
a scheme had been matured for everpowering the British, and 
expelling them from the country. In the neighbourhood of 
Lahore, a Gooroo, or priest, named Maharaj Sing, had raised the 
standard of revolt, and speedily collected a numerous force of the 
disbanded Sikhs, among whom he enjo 3 'ed a reputation for grenc 
sanctity. By this means the British forces at Lahore were pre- 
vented attempting any movement upon Moultan, and every suc- 
cessive mail brought news of fresh difScultiesMir alarms, tending 
still further to confound the speculations of the most experienced 
politicians as to the extent or probable issue of this new revolu- 
tion in the Punjaub. At this time. Lieutenant Edwardes was 
stationed on the Indus with a force consisting only of one regi- 
ment of infantry and 300 sowars, with two guns. His duty was 
the collection of the land-tax due to Moolraj, and the occupation of 
Lmah, a town situated on the left bank of the Indus. “ Healing 
of the affair at Moultan, and finding himself exposed to risk, 
many of his Sikh soldiers deserting him on learning the immour 
of a general rising, he crossed the river into the Derajat, whence 
he wrote to the Khan of Bhawulpore, to make a demonstration 
which should prevent Moolraj from executing any design against 
him or Colonel Gortlandt, who commanded the garrison of Dhera 
Ismael Khan. The Khan lost no time in making preparations 
to act. A party of 300 horse had been left by Lieutenant 
Edwardes to complete the collection of the revenue at Leiah, 
where they were attacked, on the 18th of May, by 400 Moultan 
horse, with ten zumboorucks (light field-guns), who were com- 
pletely defeated, with the loss of their guns. Meanwhile, Colonel 
Gortlandt, with his force, amounting to about 4000 men, quitted 
Dhera Ismael Khan, and proceeded to the southward by the base 
of the mountains, being joined on his way by a Beloochee chief 
named lilelah Khan, with J 00 of his tribe, who were sent to take 
the fortress of Sunghur, a place to the west of Attock, which 
surrendered after six hours’ fighting, the garrison retreating 
upon Moultan. Another Beloochee chief, named Kora Khan 
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fcf tiiO TJn’.i'h oHiccrA in Tlif^ troopi nil r.lotip: tlio frt'is’.it r 

Tvcri* to t!irmsclvc< in «rvtlintv» for intn;-tl!.xtv- 

rctioa. nf^rcr^ al'-cnt on IcAvn woro onlrn-fl to join tlo’ir troop 
•.ritIio:;t ik-lr.y, nntl crory |^rr:c.•irttioft vraj tnkon to grnril r.^ain-; 
fnrpri’c. Tlic v.-i'-tl?5n of ?nr!i i>rooAtt:ir!r.i» ‘.-vin liiX'anio aj'jv^r.'at. 
Tlir. oiitlirc.'.k nt ?tIoi;itan wa"! f'lhnveJ I'y tlio Oi^rovory of aoia- 
-jiirary «f the most nlanninp olmractiT at Ijnhoro. havjji;; fi? 5;* 
oVjro; ih;‘. iiia'safro of nil the ,l»riti<h of!lct'r.<, the rxj'tiUi' ts of 
enr whoh- from the I'unjanb. nnrl n n-volntion in the Sikh 

"orerjinicnt. Attempts had l«vn maile, not wiihotit r.ims* rltjthl 
to ‘■odtico the Fepoys from their alle'rhfiee. (.hi th.e ili*. 
rovery of this, ?ir Frederick Currie, a\ho had rneceeth-d tn tin* 
IlO'idency on the departnre of t'ir Henrj* I>a\vreiir»', utirh'r a sevi^re 
pre.«-ure of ill health, directed certnin native ofneers, vvlut -c ful-dity 
could ho relied ujKui, In fall in with the plan* «f the cori'pimters, 
hy which mean® (he whole plot <li‘elo'eiI. Three native 
cnrp«, it WU'S found, had Ixcn tampered with, hut only n fo.siall 
numlear of the jnen had yieldeil to the tempt.ation« hy whieli they 
wort! n>'niled. Ftidouh'ed prosifs, hov.ever, wen.i diseoverfd el 
jierrms of the hij^he^t rtsnk Ikuii;; ''hotn the 

f.?ki »Ti h.ad k'en Mujdoycd to ti'o their iritluenee over t!‘e Fepsy'* 
in redueie.g thetn from th'^ir fidelity. It wa^ at ll;e very tin e 
that tlie In li.i.n pijn-n were filh’d with lli** recoimts of thl'i ahor- 
live f..:, 'piracy r.t Lahore, that atalewtien and joiirnali'-te in Ln,'7' 
land Wire declarin'' th.a! there, v.aa nothin;; to apprehend fer the 
tranepiiiiity of the I’unjauh, So inj.*'’dh!e i< it f-c the tr.f-'t 
e'5.[-'-ri''fir,-d to r.nlicipvte th«; rhat:"»'i whleh a f ".v tiirinths te.ay 
efo'ct on the '.'ate of r/ir l‘„i<-!er« empire. 
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as bade defiance to the efforts of an irregular force, witlj no otjicr 
artillery than a few light field-piece.-*. Edwarde.s at once per- 
ceived his inability to make the slightest impression on the 
fortress with the troops under his command, and he accordingly 
despatcdied a messenger to the Bridsh re.sident at I>ahore, for 
reinforcements and heavy artillery, ileanv/hile the position of 
the British force in the neighbourhood of 3fouItan mjK >;omey.'h&t 
critical. The hold he had upon his native alJie.* had 0 ’,v'A much 
of its force to hb own tact and the succe-.? which had hitherto 
attended his operations: and to the latter cause also may 1/fj 
a,**cribed the successire junction of Skere Sing arid other r'skh 
chiefs, at the Lead of about 10,000 men. Such aUies, however. 
were a source of far more apprehension than coafcer.ce to Jid- 
wardes- !Maay c: the Sikh? were known to :/e and 
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Kho?R, 5<v?n nficr josnc^l Ojc colonel, wbo ilc5j>n{cliC<l Wr. Arjjli 
SOO of ln< tnl":, linrs? tm«l Gv>{, n!:dn:‘t Utc fort of Pliers tllsree 
Ktr.n. tlie second city In tlic province. Idic Itclix>clirc rliivf 
sci':n? to Iinve rxeentod ln< onler? with prnt rc.sl, cspcditi in, 
Rnd f;:ccc#«. He msrehed hi? men .nlon'r the ?kirt of the hilU. 
s':n^linpforw.'ln3J^me^«t•ngcrtothe commandnnt of the fort, with e, 
?v.nimori5 to civp it np. 'Flie Sikh'*, however, rcjolvcd (o fipht 
for tl'.e ])lace. They \Ycnt out to pivc hsttle, atul were dcf.Mied.; 
the f>rt wa< s-iiSTen'lered, nnd the kanlcr ?hiin. Colonel tVrt> 
Ir.ti'it (who app‘\tr* to have csp<rtcd that the, Ileloeche'*'! v^ouU 
have only nmti'ed the pnrri?on) found the hu'sinc?? over when he 
eanie up. lie. oecnplcal the town, where Lieutenant Kdwanh** 
{■ur.etl him on the UOth of Mnv, and on the mominp of that <fav 
another enpapeinent took place between the Iiriti?h force » and 
the Mo'iU.aiuve in«nrpent.?, avlm were routed with pre.at .?lni(i:hter, 
their chief, Ch.atur Mull, heing killed, and another ehief, Lunga 
Mull, taken prLoner.'* 
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found at this second outhreah of the turbulent soldieiy'of the 
Punjatih fully as unprepared ns before. It was not indeed to he 
expected, that an establishment was to he kept along the hanks 
of the Sutlcdge, ready to take the field at a moment’s notice; 
still the knowledge acquired of the character and motives of the 
Sikh revolutionists during the previous war, was such as showed 
the necessity of constant wntclifulncss and preparation for war, so 
long ns British forces occupied anj' portion of the terrritory of the 
disciples of Govind. 

Lord Hardinge was no longer present to control the impetuous 
hardihood of Lord Gough, and the public,- however willing to- 
overlook the rashest daring when it is successful, are little inclined 
to charity or even to reasonj when it leads to loss or to defeat. 
Lord Gough had been compelled, ns in his foiTuer campaign, to 
manoeuvre instead of fight, from the want of an effective force and 
sufficient supplies. On the 5th of January, the British forces 
under his command lay encamped at Janiki, within a day's march 
of the Sikh army, under Shore Sing, which had taken up a for- 
midable position at kloong, bn the left bank of the Jelum. Lord 
Gough had at one time intended to wait the fall of Moullan before 
he attacked the Sikhs, but he had reason to dread the unfavour- 
able cftccts which bis inactivity was calculated to exert on that 
portion of the natives whose co-operation and neutrality depended 
solely on his success, while it afforded Shore Sing an opportunity 
of largely augmenting his anny. Accordinglj', on the 11th of 
Januar}'’, the British forces left their encampment at Janiki, and 
marched in the direction of the Sikh camp at Chillianwallah. 
Sberc Sing’s forces were found to be intrenched in a position of 
great natural strength, which they had still farther secured by 
works of formidable extent. The commander-in-chief is affirmed 
to have hastily changed his plan of operations, and to have peril- 
led the safety of the whole British forces by ordering an attack 
on the enemy’s camp about two hours after noon, when it had 
been previously resolved to defer all active operations till the 
following day. The ground was impeded with jungle, which 
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who waited with anxious dread the announcement of the first des- 
patch that should narrate the proceedings subsequent to the dear- 
bought field of Ghillianwallah. 

The victory of Goojerat proved to be complete and decisive. 
Once more the vaii of the British army had maintained its ground 
on this remote border of British India until reinforcements could 
be brought up, and supplies forwarded to the point of attack, and 
then trying the strength of the opposing power on a well-fought 
field, victory had unequivocally declared for the conquerors of the 
East. The fruits of this battle were the entire surrender of the 
Sikh army, including their commander, Bajah Shere Sing, his 
father, Ghuttur Sing, his brothers, and most of the principal Sikh 
sirdars and chiefs. Forty-one pieces of artillery, the whole that 
remained uncaptured by the British, were at the same time uncon- 
ditionally surrendered, and the remains of the conquered army, to 
the number of 16,000 Sikh soldiers, laid down their arms in the 
presence of the British troops. The principal scene of this act of 
surrender by the vanquished was a place called Hoormuk, at one 
of the principal fords of the river, across which their broken ranks 
had fied in dismay before the final charge of the victors of Goojerat. 
At this spot the Sikh soldiers crossed and delivered up their arms, 
passing through the lines of two native infantry regiments 
appointed for this duty. Each of the Sikhs received a rupee to 
subsist him on his return home, in addition to which they were 
permitted to retain their horses. 

In the general order of the governor-general, with which he ac- 
companied the welcome despatches announcing the result of the 
campaign, he adds : “ But the war is not yet concluded ; nor can 
there be any cessation of hostilities until Dost Mohammed Khan 
and the Afghan army are either driven from the province of 
Peshawur, or destroyed within it.” The most determined measures 
were accordingly adopted against the Sikh allies who still remained 
in arms. But the greatest apprehension of the victors was that 
they should escape them by flight, there being little reason to appre- 
hend that any Afghan force would alone withstand the British 
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ct'.r4c«!c<5 tV,'? ?!kh ir.ritehl.^ck men. rm>l .vT.>r\l*x’i th-'jn an stnr'-Ti.* 
R.!vr.nt.tp\ The forces tlio ^i^^ 

Inttori-’* at ihi |v?:ni. pArkr.r^' pr.t an fsv-l t'' th: 

rr.pare'nf'nt. l-'ann" ihi'i in ro=''.v‘i‘:»n cf the fieM en>a;ii'. 

Rut thdrhv.* ha:l terrible. Neatly an huinltN-tj ctr.e.'ri urre 
liillecl or 'PT/nr.'lcfl; t?2i"9 tnvvp^j inrlsiline Rfarly Knrme.m^, 
arfre il:''alilel. or left l on the fiehl, while wlude tnv>p! h*. ; 
l«ton omp'lle'l to trivc way l)«‘f.-»nL'! the iletonninetl fmnt of the 
enemy, ar l the «lea;lly fiiv of their nrtilirrj'. f*Heh a ' 

anet.-)m* .iu*;ceil to o'.'er.sli.vlo-.r the triumph’ nt Moul’-m. .in ! t ’ 
ir.'re.'.'*' the anxiety and apprehcn'tlon with whieh the over! vr.'l 
mail wac an*jelpa!‘il in Kncland. 

Me.anwhile th*' fall of Moultan had released a l.aree b->dyof eur 
trv'ps ; and ncncral 'Whi'h, with a promptitude whieh did him l!!-' 
hishei* honour, pressed forward to reinforce the army of I,erd 
fton::;!!. The tot.M inaction of Shore Sinp proved that the M-vjU* 
fold of Chillianwallah had paralyr.od the movementt of t!ie Sihhi, 
oven tunn' than it had crippled the Rvailahlo resource* and damped 
the cxnltine antidpati ni’ of flu* Rrltish, Tim su»j'‘'n*!.’ui of h-'*. 
tlKtie* w.ai r'oit firtnnate. Ry a rapid fvnred luareh Whidi cin- 
tri’i'--! to reunite hi* f'rcei with tlmse of the ('o mm and- r-ift-('!iit-f 
U'f re t!.e or.eir.y r. en* *'’!*!;cW:!ly r»-cruite!l to atfaej; p'dtie.ii; 
and tiius We were prs-pan-d t.a nmew the war with every prv'p'-i-; 
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t f t tir JijK" t f frfij’.icr', liriiJ<;in}: «■* into couilael new 
jiVilo’.!'' of <>nr jTo.ittH"* or nJ.nnncil nt onr proximity, 
■n ill involve «•» in frc'li (jnarn-U. nnil v.e rlinll be led oinvnrd, until, 
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India Lave never Leon repaid. The control of the British govern* 
incnt, to which they voluntarily suhniittcd themselves, has been 
resisted h}'' arms. Peace has been cast aside. British ofliccrs 
have been murdered when acting for the state ; others engaged in 
the like employment have treacherously been thrown into captivity. 
Finally, the army of the state and the whole Sikh pcoidc, joined 
by many of the sirdars in the Punjaub who signed the treaties, and 
led hj’ a member of the regency itself, have risen in arms against 
us, and have waged a fierce and bloody war for the proclaimed 
purpose of destroying the British and their power. The govern- 
ment of India formerly declared that it desired no further conquest, 
.md it proved by its acts the sincerity of its professions. The govern- 
ment of India has no desire for conquest now; hut it is hound, in 
its duty, to provide fully for its own security, and to guard the 
interests of those committed to its charge. To that end, and ns 
the only sure mode of protecting the state from the perpetual re- 
currence of unprovoked and wasting wars, the governor-general is 
« compelled to resolve upon the entire subjection of a people whom 
their omi government has long been unable to control, and whom 
(as events luavc now shown) no punishment can deter from violence, 
no acts of friendship c.an conciliate to peace. lYhcrofore the 
governor-general of India has declared, and hereby proclaims, that 
the kingdom of the Punjaub is at an end; and that all the terri- 
tories of Maharajah Dhulccp Sing arc now .and henceforth a por- 
tion of the British empire in India.” 

The wonted justice of British rule tempered the policy thus 
forced upon it. The mahanajah has been treated with due consi- 
deration of his r.ank; the property of all who had not foifeited their 
rights by their own conduct, has been respected; and the utmost 
c.arc has been taken to preserve to all the free exercise of their reli- 
gion. "What the final results of this new annexation to our Indian 
empire m.ay prove to be, it is vain to speculate. lYhether the 
Indus, “ the historical boundary of India," shall prove a barrier 
against foreign aggression and a limit to British acquisition, 
remains to be seen; but many 3 ’cars must elapse, even under the 
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ployed, will bind the native Hindoo to tlio British sceptre by the 
only safe ties, those of mutual interest and tlie confidence of mutual 
justice. The necessity of this is acknowledged. All the efforts 
of British rulers are now directed to render our sway in India 
alike beneficent and just. Should they succeed in accomplishing 
such a purpose, it will bo a more noble and lasting victory than 
the jwoudest triumph of British arms; and it is only by converting 
the devotion of the Sikh foe into the patriotism of the British sub- 
ject, that a safe, a lasting, and a beneficial peace shall be secured 
on the north-west frontiers, so long the source of anxiety and 
apprehension to the British rulers of India 
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most peaceful sway, ere the diverse races and creeds of British 
India can he reconciled, and the vast peninsula consolidated into 
one kingdom, united hy the safe bonds of mutual confidence and 
the sense of a wise, just, and benignant rale. Experience has 
heretofore overturned every speculation. The first campaign in 
the Punjaub was regarded hy many, whose judgment was worthy 
of confidence, as final. Events proved the error of the calculation. 
But a new state of things has now arisen, and the prophecy may 
he repeated with mure confidence than hcfoi'c. 

I 

Such is the history of the latest and perhaps the most critical 
struggle which Britain has yet been compelled to engage in, in 
order to maintain the integrity of her Indian empire. The disas- 
trous struggles in Afghanistan are altogether insignificant, when 
compared with a war thus waged on terms so nearly equal, and 
yet so hardly brought to a triumphant close. When we take into 
consideration all the circumstances of the former campaign, we 
can readily account for them. The real strength of the Afghans , 
was shown in their final retreat from the Punjaub. They are 
indeed formidable in their native fastnesses; but this arises more 
from the natural features of the country, than from the skill of 
their brave but undisciplined bands. Even in their strongholds 
and amid their terrible passes, British arms, under proper and 
skilful leaders, found no difficulty in coping with them, and on a 
fair field they pi’oved how little apprehension could be excited by 
them, even though greatly outnumbering their opponents. But 
the Sikhs were altogether different. Tbeir bravery was fully 
equal to that of their opponents. Their skill and discipline were 
not greatly inferior. The contest therefore was a perilous one. 
But still the victoiy, when accomplished, w'as complete; the Sikhs 
were not only beaten but disarmed. They could not enter upon 
another contest with us, for the muniments of war have been taken 
from them, and cannot now be replaced. Britain, however, longs 
to lay aside the weapons of the conqueror, and to consolidate her 
Eastern empire by arts of peace. Time alone, however well em- 
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towards its right practical application to tho case immediately 
before him. And ho soon began to see his way through the 
difficulties of his position. To Imvc introduced into these newly- 
acquired provinces, still disordered and impoverished by years of 
anarchj' and misrule, the administrative machinery hj’ which our 
long-settled districts are regulated, would have been clearly a 
inislakc. But at the same time it was certain that there would 
ho much to call forth tho experience acquired in the settled 
districts — that a large knowledge, especially of revenue business, 
would bo essential to the duo performance of tho work which then 
.lay before us. So Lord D.alhousie wisely determined to render the 
new administration of tho Punjaub neither an exclusively milit.aiy 
nor an exclusively civil government, but one combining the 
advantages of both, Tho promptitude and cnergj’’ of the first 
were to bo united with the order and security of tho last. The 
protection of law was to be yielded to the people without its 
incumbering formalities and its embarrassing delays. Tho pro- 
vince was marked out into a certain number of divisions, at each 
head of which was placed a commissioner, who might be a civil or 
a military servant of the Company, with certain deputy-commis- 
sioners or other functionaries under him. To these officers were 
entrusted all the general revenue and judicial business of tho 
country. But tho better to give etl’cct to this macliinery, and to 
direct generally both the civil and political afi'nirs of our now 
territories, a Board of Administration was estabbshed, ns the local 
head of tho government, silting at Lahore, and communicating 
directly with tho governor-general. The chief scat at this 
Board was to ho occupied by Sir Henry Lawrence, who had been 
for some time virtually at tho head of the Lahore administration, 
directing its afl'airs in tho name of tho infant sovereign; an officer 
of rare energy and activity of character, the exercise of which 
was only limited .md restrained by the soundness of his judgment 
and the benevolence of his heart. Ilis colleagues at the Board 
were his brother, Mr. John Lawrence, and Mr. Mansel, two eivi- 
Hans of distinguished ability ; the one greatly experienced in 
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OHArTER XX. 

THE PONJATJn AFTER ITS CONQUEST, ETC. 

State of the FuiOauli aEcr Us conquest by the British— Our namlnistrativ’o efforts— Settle, 
ment of tlic country —The Eahoro Board— Sir Charles Napier and the mutiny— Discussions 
\rith liord Dnlliousle— Jhe Bnrmes e^yrnr:rJt» euiscs^Engngcme ntg with, the enemy— 
Annexation of Pegu. 

"When onr work is done in the field, then we commence our labours 
in the cabinet. The conquest of the Punjaub was a great mili- 
tary achievement; but it was the forerunner of a still greater 
work. The historian turns with delight from the bloody fight of 
Chillianwallab, and the crowning triumph of Goojerat, to dwell 
upon those great victories of peace and civilization which have 
now become inseparably associated in men's minds with the 
administration of the Punjaub under the -new rule of the British. 

When the irresistible strength of our well-worked artillery had 
broken to pieces, never again to re-unite, the remnant of the old 
Sikh military power, the governor-general, it has been seen, at 
once declared the whole country of the Punjaub to be thenceforth 
an integral part of our British dominions in the East. A difficult 
problem then presented itself for solution to Lord Dalhousie, 
called upon as he was to consider the form and cbai'acter of the 
administration which it had now become his duty to impose upon 
the subject country. A series of experiments, extending over 
nearly a century, were befoi'o him to instract or to caution — to 
invito or to deter. Bringing all the energies of a vigorous mind 
to bear upon the subject, and divesting himself of all prejudices 
and foregone conclusions, he endeavoured to extract from the 
experience of the past and from a close consideration of the pecu- 
liar characteristics of the country and the people now brought 
under our rule, those lessons of wisdom which would guide him 
not only towards a system of government theoretically sound, but 
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■were adopted to put down the fearful crime of infanticide, l)y tlio 
exercise of authority combined with persuasive inilucncc and 
moral force. A civil code, suflicient to meet the growing require- 
ments of a commercial and agricultural population, has been 
compiled by the joint eftbrts of Itfcssrs. Slontgomeiy and Temple, 
has bben revised by the chief commissioner, who is now a sort of 
lieutenant-governor,* and submitted for sanction to government. 
Tlie missionary is endeavouring to win converts at Lahore. An 
agricultural socictj* is striving to improve the produce of the 
plains. Tea cullivatiou is being extended in the bills. The 
whole face of the country tells its own talc in expanding cultiva- 
tion, secure highways, long lines of camels, and carts laden with 
rich merchandise. There is not one of the above summaiy and 
downright assertions which we cannot prove incontcstabl}’’ by an 
appeal to printed papers, to written words, and to the testimony 
of hundreds of living witnesses. Had the governor-general 
cficctcd no other reform, planned no other great work, grappled 
with no evil, given to India no one single bcnclit, the pacification 
and prosperity of the Punjaub would bo enough, by itself, to 
place his name amongst the foremost of the benefactors of the 
Enst.”i 

"Whilst these great ameliorative measures were in progress, an 
incident occurred, the results of which, involving a vast amount of 
public discussion, have imparted to it an importance far exceeding 
its original and intrinsic significance. On the annexation of the 
Punjaub to our Pritish dominions in the East, the troops posted 
in the province were no longer entitled to those extra foreign- 
service allowances, which they had drawn when the Punjaub was 
the enemy’s country’. It would fake long to speak in detail of 
the difierent military regulations bc.aring upon this subject of 
compensation, and the changes which have from time to time been 
introduced into the pay-code of the Indian army. It is enough 
to state here that a reduction of the sepoys’ allowances ncccs- 


* The Boara liarlng roeenUy been aboUslicd. 
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matters of revenue-settlement, and the other bearing the reputa- 
tion of the ablest finance-officer in India. Of the propriety of 
these nominations sufficient proof was afforded in due time by 
the result of their measures. 

If any doubts had' lingered in the minds of men regarding the 
entire subjugation of the Punjaub and the prospect of continued 
tranquillity, they were now about to be dispersed. The settle- 
ment of the Punjaub went on from year's end to year's end 
without interruption; and even the most reluctant believers 
acknowledged that the progress was gratifying, and the workmen 
were efficient. A recent writer of great ability and experience, 
summing up the good things that were done under the Lahore 
Board of Administration, says : — 

“ A revenue of more than two millions has been raised from the 
land revenue, from salt, from the excise, and from other legitimate 
sources, by means wluch fetter neither the resources of the country 
nor the lawful claims of the Btate. A surplus, in spite of aU that 
the Napiers can say, lies at the disposal of the government, 
amounting to one quarter of a million, after large disbursements 
on great public works. The Baree Doab Canal, and the military 
road to Peshawur, are progressing towards completion. Other 
great lines for commercial and social purposes are in progress, 
and cross-roads are covering the districts in every direction. 
Violent crimes have been entirely put down; and secret ones have 
been traced to their source. Justice is dealt out in a fashion 
which combines the salutary promptness of the Oriental with the 
scrupulous investigation of the European court. The vexatious 
inquiries into rent-free tenures are fast^ drawing to a close. 
Churches and dispensaries, the medicine of the soul and of the 
body, may be seen side by side In many of the principal stations. 
In sanataria on the hills, the wounded or invalid soldier, and the 
worn-out mvilian, can recruit their strength. Warlike subjects 
may enlist in our irregular troops, and find something better to 
do than to sit down and grumble at their lot. Not six months 
ago a grand meeting was convened at Umritsir, where measures 
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the conunander-in-cliicf. Upon lliis, n vehement reeriminator}'' 
controversj- arose helwcen the two functionaries. The ai-guinent 
was on the side of the governor-general, and therefore the 
moderation. Sir Charles Napier tendered his resignation of the 
command of the Indian .army; and the Duho of Wellington, after 
recording his opinion, that “ the governor-general in council was 
right, and did no more than his duty, in the expression of his 
disapprobation of the act of the commandci’-in-chicf in suspending 
an order of government relative to the pay of the troops,” recom- 
mended Her jMajesty to accept the resignation. Sir Charles 
Napier, therefore, returned to England and wrote a hooh. But 
man}' years of hard service in the field and much contention with 
hostile climates had enfeebled the frame of the gallant veteran, 
and he did not live to see the reception with which his c.vplana- 
lions were fated to meet from the British public; and, perhaps, it 
was well that the last days of one of England’s finest soldiers and 
most gallant sons were not embittered by the reflection that the 
applause which had so long followed his career could not be con- 
tinued to the end. No history of India, under the administration 
of Lord D.alhousic, would bo complete without some reference to 
Sir Charles Napier’s last visit to the East, and the circumstances 
of his retirement; but the subject is one on which the annalist 
will ever enter with reluctance and dwell with regret. Collisions 
between the chnl and military authorities in India have not been 
infrequent; but the good sense and good feeling of the contending 
fimctionarics have generally preserved them from an open rupture, 
and the history of the conflict has never before been brought, so 
prominently and so jjainfully to public notice. The voice of the 
community at large has decided the quesUon in favour of the 
statesman; but even the failings of so brave a soldier ns Sir 
Charles Napier will be handled mth tenderness, and all will 
rejoice when the errors of his declining years are suficred to rest 
with him in the grave. 

The conquest of the Punjaub accomplished, the people dis- 
armed, and the administration of our new territories in course of 
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sarily came into operation after the annexation, of. the Punjanb, 
and that the soldiers, either not clearly understanding the matter 
or being somewhat unreasonable in their expectations, manifested 
some disaffection. One regiment, indeed, which had shown a had 
spii'it on a former occasion, broke out into something like revolt. 
Sir Charles Napier was, at this time, at the head of the Indian 
army. When intelligence of the sanguinary action of Chillian- 
wallah first arrived in England, a panic had arisen in certain 
quarters, and people had cried out that the best blood of England 
and of India was being poured out in vain on the scorched plains 
of the Fnnjaub. Sir Charles Napier had beaten the Belloochees in 
fair fight. So it was believed that he could beat the Sikhs. The 
distance between the banks of the Thames and the banks of the 
Hyphasis was ignored. It was forgotten, when the cry was 
raised for Sir Charles Napier, that his services were not required 
to disperse a mob in Hyde Park, or to put down an emeute in 
hlanchester. Thousands of miles had to be traversed before he 
could reach the scat of operations — and what might not happen 
whilst the general was steaming along the Mediterranean or 
crossing the deserts of Egypt? — nay, what might not have hap- 
pened even before the tidings of the Chillianwallah massacre 
fluttered the Volscians of the Horse-Guards ? As was anticipated 
by all reasonable men, the war in the Punjaub had been brought 
to an honourable termination before Sir Charles Napier arrived 
in India. What he had to deal with on his arrival was not a 
hostile Sikh army, but a few disaffected sepoys. A general 
mutiny of the native army of India would be a danger more 
formidable than any hostile menaces from without — greater than 
a Russian army in frill march upon the frontier, or a Sikh force 
at the gates of Delhi. Sir Charles Napier thought that we were 
now threatened by some such gigantic calamity, and he dealt with 
it as though the peril were imminent. In doing so, he encroached 
upon the authority of the civil governor, by improperly suspend- 
ing an order of government, and Lord Dalbonsie, who could not 
see the danger, resented the interference, and impliedly censured 
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honour to compensate us for the outlay. The certain loss and the 
uncertain gain — or rather the certain no-gain — of another ivar 
with the Burmese had rendered the government slow to resent 
the contumelies of the remote barharian of the Eastern const. It 
w.as felt, moreover, that oven though our empire in India might 
be an empire of opinion, we might, without any injury to our 
prestige, submit to the slights or even the insults of a foreign 
potentate, so entirely beyond tbe circle of that brotherhood of 
Indian princes and chiefs, whose actions arc known to one another, 
and whose presumption is mutually contagious. A rebuff at Ava 
or Amreepoora, or a squabble at Rangoon, would have little effect, 
it was argued, upon Gwalior or Catamandoo. 

Ill this nnsatisfactoiy state, our relations with the Burmese 
court had continued for a quarter of a century, when circum- 
st.mces occurred at Rangoon which precipitated an open rupture 
with the barbarians, who had so long treated us n-ith insolence, 
and who had, doubtless, regarded the impunity with which they 
had been suffered to float us, as an evidence of our inability or 
want of courage to chastise them. In the latter part of the year 
1S51, the governor of Rangoon committed a series of outrages on 
the persons and property of some English subjects — captains of 
mcrcbant-vessels — rmd refused tbe reparation wbicb was due to 
them. One of these ship-captains was fined and put in the stocks. 
Our trade was impeded ; our merchants were oppressed. The | 
stipulations of the treaty of Tandaboo, concluded at die end of the f 
preceding war, were wholly disregarded; and it appeared impos- \ 
siblc, consistently either with the dignity of the British state or j 
the safety of its subjects, to saner such indignities to pass with- ; 
out an open egression of car resentment. 

■When, therefore, the smtements of the ship-captains, backed by 
certain testimonials fejm the mendmnts of Rangoon, reached the 


Supreme Government it was ceterminei to send 
to the offending governor to demand reparation i 
be had committed. In ie ordinary cc-nrse cf ihm 


ambassador 
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sador would bare been me ronncal omrer in charge cf the ad'a- 
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adjustment, it was believed that peace at length was about to 
cover the land from Gape Comorin to the Indus. But, at the 
extremest point of our dominions, where the Punjabee territory 
jutted into Afghanistan, and we were brought by our new acqui- 
sitions into dangerous proximity with the tribes inhabiting the 
passes beyond the Feshawur, it was only to be expected that our 
troops would for a time be kept upon the alert, either by our own 
unsettled people on the frontier or our neighbours beyond it. 
These expectations were realised; but the hill warfare, in which 
we were at one time engaged was of so little account that it could 
hardly have been said to disturb the general tranquillity of the 
country, much more than the depredations of a gang of dakoits. 

however, before, at the very op posite extremi ty 
- ^ of the coun^, far down in the regions of the south-east, there 

L wM^h^ications of an unsettled state of the political atmosphere, 

which threatened soon to grow into a storm. Ever since the war 
with the Burmese in 1825—26, our relations with the court of 
Ava had been distinguished by the utter absence of anything like 
cordiality between the two states. Partly in suspicion of our 
designs, partly with that arrogance of exclusiveness which is 
habitual to those barbarous potentates on the outskirts of civiliza- 
tion, and wholly in a state of the profoundest ignorance of the 
character and resources of the British nation, the Burmese court 
had discouraged all our efforts to cement a closer alliance with 
them, and had thrown impediments in the way of the permanent 
location of a resident at the Burmese capital, in accordance 
with the terms of the treaty concluded at the end of the first war. 
In 1838;;^5>-there had been such threatenings of an immediate 
rupture that the Supreme Government had directed its thoughts 
with much anxiety to the eastward, and had considered the expe- 
diency of strengthening our frontier posts. But the wisdom and 
moderation of the council had prevailed to avert a war, which 
would have involved the Indian government in a calamitous 
expenditure, both of men and money, without, under the most 
prosperous circumstances, gaining anything either of profit or of 
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aclctl in such a conjimcltii'c, was natural — indeed, commendable. 
But for this very reason sailors are not the best negotiators. 
3'hcy see the evils of forbearance and submission more clearly 
than tbo.so of resentment and vindication. It was only by setting 
before bim, in all tbeir distinctness, the immense evils of another 
Avar Avitb the Burmese — evils of wliicb the necessary results of the 
complctcst success Avero not likelj* to be the least — that .an officer 
could conduct such ncgociations ns these Avitb due regard to the 
interests of his country. There Avas nothing to be gained by a 
Avar Avith the Burmese; there Avas much to bo lost bj' it. The 
Indian government Avere not unmindful of this; but they consi- 
dered that it Avas necessary to A'indicatc the honour of the nation; 
and they called upon the King of Ava to remoA-o the Bangoon 
governor, Avithin a given time, and to make compensation for the 
losses AA’hich had been sustained by our countrymen at Bangoon. 
“ At the same time,” added Lord Dalhousio, “ while it is the 
imperatiA'o duty of this goA'crnmont to maintain the rights of its 
people, secured by solemn treaties to them, it is a duty not less 
impcratiA-e, that the government should endcaA'our to obtain 
redress by the least violent means, and that it should not have 
recourse to the terrible extremity of Avar, except in the last resort, 
and after cA'cry other method has been tried Avithout success. If 
the king's rcplj' should bo unfaA’ourable, the only course we can 
pursue, Avhich Avould not, on the one liand, inA'oh'o a dangerous 
submission to injury, or, on the other band, precipitate us prema- 
turely into a Avar, AA-hich moderate counsels may still enable us 
AA'ith honour to avert, AA-ill be to establish a blockade of the tAA'o 
riA’crs at Bangoon and Aloulmein, by wliicb the great mass of the 
traffic of the Burmese Empire is understood to pass. To bombard 
Bangoon Avould be easj’-, but it Avould, in liis lordship’s judgment, 
be unjustifiable and cruel in the extreme, since the punishment 
AA’ould fall chiefly on the harmless population, AA’ho alread}' suffer 
from the oppression of their rulers, oA’en more than our OAvn sub- 
jects. To occupy Bangoon or Martaban AA’itb an armed force 
AA’ould be easy also, but it AA'ould probably render inevitable the 
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cent provinces of Tenasserim, but Lord Dalhousie, regarding the 
treatment which our ambassadors had ordinarily experienced at 
the hands of these barbai'ous potentates, determined to send one 
more likely to be respected. “ Experience,” he said, “ of the 
course pui'sued by the Burmese authorities towards former envoys 
seems to dissuade the government of India from having recourse 
to the employment of another mission, if the object of the govern- 
ment can be accomplished in any other way.” So he tried the 
effect of a ship-of-war and a couple of steam-vessels, under the 
command of Commodore Lambert, to whom the negociations with 
the governor of Bangoon wei'o cntimsted, with little hope, and 
certainly no reasonable expectation of their being brought to a 
favourable issue. 

Commodore Lambert had been insti-ucled only to demand pecu- 
niary compensation for the injuries inflicted on the ship-captains ; 
and if this were refused, to forward a letter, with which he was 
charged, from the governor-general to the king.. But on arriving at 
llnngoon, so many new stories of the indignities put upon the 
British residents saluted him, and the conduct of the governor 
exhibited so little of a pacificatoi'y spirit, that Lambert determined 
to depart from the instructions he had received, to waive the 
I immediate question of compensation, and at once to forward the 
I letter to the king, stating at the same time, in a written commu- 

I nication to the governor of Bangoon, that he had come only to 
ask for reparation to the injured captains, but that he had found 
it his duty to take other measures than those which he had 
intended to pursue. This letter, translated into the language of 
the country by Captain Latter, was read aloud to the governor 
by that officer, who then returned to the frigate, and was soon 
afterwards dispatched to Calcutta to inform the Supreme Govern- 
ment of the ciraumstances under which Lambert had determined 
to deviate from the original intentions of the expedition. 

That a high-spirited naval officer, keenly alive to the rights 
of Englishmen, and very sensitive of anything resembling an in- 
dignity to the British flag, should have acted as the Commodore 
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win, an officer of the Queen’s sen’icc, wlio lind distingulslied 
himself in tho first Ilnnncso war, in command of a regiment, was 
npi)ointcd to tho charge of tho OEpedition. 

To all who rememhered tho first Burmeso war — who know 
the cost of it both in men and monoj' — who know how disease 
had mown down our men by hundreds, and how rapidly mil- 
lions of money had disappeared from tho public treasury, this 
second war would have appeared a formidable and a perilous 
undertaking, if the quarter of a century which had elapsed since 
tho signing of tho treaty of Yandaboo had not, whilst everything 
was in a state of barbarous stagnation in tho Burmese territories, 
seen the development amongst ns of a great and mysterious 
agency, equally serviceable, in instructed European hands, for 
purposes of peace or war. The progress of Steam Navigation 
seemed to give an entirely now aspect to tho coming war, freeing 
it from all those chances and uncertainties by which our previous 
operations had been trammelled, and rendering, in prospect at 
least, tho campaign short, decisive, and uncostly. lYe had 
gained, moreover, much experience from tho reverses and sufferings 
of the past; and it w.as believed that we should fall into none of 
the same errors which had rendered tho first Burmese war so 
ruinous to the finances of tho state. 

Still wo had a difficult country as tho scone of our operations, 
and still we were arrayed against a Government, insolent and 
ignorant in tho extreme. If we could have moved a force at 
once upon the capital of the Bunnese Empire, and brought, the 
thunder of our guns within reach of tho interior of the royal 
palace, wo might have brought the war to a speedy termination. 
And there wore those who thought that a movement, by the route 
of tho Aeng Pass, would cficct rapidly and deeisivoly that, which 
bj' the line of tho Irriwaddy coidd only be done slowly and uneer- 
tainl}'. But it was considered expedient, after the old fashion, to 
commence our operations at the mouth of the river, and it was 
hoped that the increased facilities aftbrded by our war-steamers 
would ensure rapid success. It was not, however, until the season 
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war wLioh we desire in ;tlie first instance -by less stringent 
measures to avert. An armed ship of war should remain off 
Rangoon, or near enough to receive British subjects, should they 
be threatened. If, however, the aspect of afiairs, on the receipt 
of the king’s reply, should be menacing, his lordship thinks that 
British subjects should, for security’s sake, be brought away at 
once, when the blockade is established.” 

The remonstrances of the Indian government, seemed to have 
the desired effect. The King of Ava consented to remove the 
obnoxious governor, and a new functionary was dispatched in his 
place to Rangoon. But these appearances were deceptive. The 
new governor treated Commodore Lambert with studied disrespect. 
He refused to receive the British officers deputed to wait upon 
him. So Lambert determined to break off negociations, and to 
blockade the Rangoon river j nor was this all — one of the king’s 
ships happened to be lying within reach of our vessels, and the 
indignant commodore seized it by way of “ reprisal.” 

These proceedings having been communicated to the governor- 
general by Commodore Lambert himself, who went to Calcutta for 
instructions, Lord Dalhousie forwarded his ultimatum to the 
Burmese Court. The demands of the British-Indian government 
were that the governor of Rangoon should transmit a written 
apology for the insult to which the British ofBcers had been 
subjected at Rangoon, on tbe occasion above alluded to (on the 
6th of January); that he should pay immediately the sum of 
9900 rupees (less than £1000), demanded as compensation to 
Captain Sheppard and Captain Lewis; and that he should consent 
to receive, in due and fitting manner, the agent who should be 
appointed under the provisions of the treaty of Yandaboo. 

These moderate demands were, however, rejected. So Lord 
Dalhousie determined “ to exact by force of arms the reparation 
which he had failed to obtain by other means.” In plainer lan- 
guage, he determined to make war upon the Burmese. All the 
available troops necessary for such an undertaking were mustered, 
both in the Bengal and Madras Presidencies ; and General God- 
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to 1)0 repressed. The ladders were planted, and the stocicndo was 
c.arried. The enemy, as wo entered, fled prceipitatcly, leaving 
many dead in the place. 

During the rein.aindcr of the day, and throughout the whole of 
the 13th, Godwin was engaged in landing his hc,av 3 ’guns .and his 
roinfoi-ccmcnts, and preparing for the contest on the IGtli, which 
was to witness the capture of Ilangoon. In the meanwhile, our 
ships were hoinharding the town with terrible cfTcct. Shot and 
shell were poured incessantly into the place, destroying their 
stoclcadcs, cxifloding their magazines, burning their houses, dis- 
persing their soldier}*, putting the frightened people everywhere 
to flight. The town of llangoon is described ns a square, with 
sides something less than a mile in extent, surrounded by stock- 
ades, except at the north-east corner, where a bill rises, on which 
is planted the grc.at Shoa Dagon Pagoda. At this point Godwin 
determined to attack the city. Soon after daybreak on the 1-lth, 
our troops advanced in the finest possible temper. “When about 
800 yards from the eastern face of the pagoda, the general halted 
until the hca\*}' guns, which were drawn by men, arrived on 
the spot. Once brought into position, such a fire was opened 
from them as soon intimidated the garrison ; and when a storm- 
ing-party was told off, under the guid.auco of Captain Latter, 
one of our chief political officers, there was little doubt of the 
result. 

The piirty consisted of two companies of II. M. SOtb, and the 
sjunc details dnawn from the ISth Roy.al Irish, and the dOth 
native infantry (Bengjil). Under a heavy fire from the enemy, 
they advanced steadily to the attack. Having gained tho gate at 
Avhich an entrance was to bo effected, they rushed up tho terraced 
hill with a cheering shout. Lieutenant Doran, at the head of the 
column, fell pierced by four musket-balls; but he died in tho 
arms of victory. The enemy made an ineffectual attempt to 
resist the rush of tho British infantry, but everything went down 
before our stormers; the great pagoda was carried, and Itangoon 
ag.ain fell into our hands. 
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v.’as far advanced that the expedition •was ready for action. On 
the 2nd of April the Bengal troops had reached the Hangoon 
river. There was no doaht, hy this time, that the Bnrmese had 
fully resolved to try conclusions with ns. They had fired on a 
flag of truce, and had otherwise exhibited their determination to 
brave the enmity of the British. So Grodwin lost no time in 
commencing operations. 

The Sladras squadron had not arrived. But there were now 
abundant means for commenting the war rith rigour at the 
command of the British generaL The first movement to he 
made -n-as for the capture of ^Martaban, a place of no great conse- 
quence, on the Burmese side of the river, opposite to Jloulmein. 
The place was taken after the slightest possible resistance. The 
fire of the war-steamers, indeed, did the work. There was little 
to be accomplished by our fighting-men when they were landed. 

By the 8th of April, the Bombay steam squadron and the 
Madras troops had reached the place of rendezvous, so General 
Godvrin prepared to move upon Rangoon. The w^ar-steamers 
having been sent up the river to silence the enemy’s stockades on 
its hanks, the approaches to Rangoon ■were cleared on the 11th, 
and at day-break on the 12tb, a body of British troops, consisting 
of Her ilajcsty’s 51st and 18th regiments, the 40th Bengal sepoy 
regiment, and some details of artillery were landed. Soon after- 
wards, Her Majesty’s 80th, and the 35th and 9th Madras native 
infantry were also on the river-banks. With the former body, 
cons.tituting his right column, General Godwin advanced; hut 
had not proceeded far when a brisk fire was opened upon him 
from a stockade in his front, known as the ‘White House Stockade, 
and skirmishers appeared in the jungle. Oar guns returned the 
fire of the enemy, but, orving to a scarcity of ammunition, with less 
effect than might have been expected; and a storming-party ■was 
told off to carry the place by escalade. The heat of the weather 
was intense. The sun, a more deadly enemy than the Burmese 
struck down some of the best and bravest of our British oSeers. 
But the courage of the 51st and the sappers and miners w'as not 
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objects of the war would he unattained, unless we struct a blow at 
the interior of the Burmese empire, and menaced the capital 
itself. To accomplish this, it was necessary that reinforcements 
should he placed at General Godwin's command. By the agency 
of steam, this was done with comparative despatch; but still some 
months of inactivity intervened, and it was not until the middle 
of September that the general actually commenced the ascent of 
the Irrawaddy river. Then he embarked some 5000 men on 
hoard the steam flotilla, and operations were begun in earnest. 
The capture of Prome was readily effected. On the 9th of 
October, the fleet anchored off that place, and the troops were dis- 
embarked. A slack fire, which' was soon silenced, was opened 
upon our force; but the enemy, having taken up a good position 
on a range of hills, threatened to make an obstinate resistance to 
our advance. When, however, on the following morning God'win 
moved forward, he found that the Burmese had abandoned their 
position and declined the contest. The town itself was almost 
wholly deserted. 

The capture of Prome placed the whole province of Pegu at 
our feet. But the town itself had still to be the theatre of an 
obstinate conflict. It had been taken in June by Major Cotton, 
who, not having troops to garrison the place, was compelled to 
abandon it, and it was reoccupied by the enemy. It was now to 
be captm'ed again. In the middle of November, four river- 
steamers were sent with a force of 1000 infantry, with details of 
artillery and sappers, under Brigadier M'Neill, to recapture the 
place. General God'vrin accompanied the. force. There was con- 
siderable resistance, and not 'without some loss was the place 
eventually carried. A British garrison was left in the town, but 
the conflict was not then over. It was not anticipated that the 
Burmese would make any vigorous effoi't to repossess themselves 
of Pegu, and the force which was left to hold it was totally inade- 
quate to the work. The enemy came down in great force and 
invested the place. The defence was of that gallant character 
which really merits the name of heroism ; and Major Hill, of the 

/ Vv 


€86 


THE BCEME5E TVAE. 


From this time up to the 1 9th of May, dq event of any magni- 
tude occurred in the progress of the ■war; hut that day was cele- 
brated by the capture of Bassein. The natural position of the 
place invested it •with an importance which recent circumstances 
had enhanced. It lies on that one of the three navigable branches 
of the Irrawaddy which runs nearest to the westem'coast, about 
ninety miles’ distant from Rangoon. In the preceding war, 
Sir Archibald Campbell had attached great importance to the 
possession of this post, and since the capture of Bangoon, it would 
seem that the Burmese government had designed “ to make it a 
most powerful place, and to repair the loss of Bassein as their 
mart of communication with this country, as well as a powerful 
position to keep in subjection the Pegu population, so decidedly 
and ever our Mends, and also to maintain a threatening attitude 
towards the south of Arracan.” These considerations, thus stated 
in the general’s words, sugg^ted the capture of the place by the 
joint operation of the sea and land forces. On the 1 7th of May, 
a detachment of British troops embarked. Moving up the river 
from Point Negrais, our steamers, ignorant as we were of the 
navigation, made good their passage — a distance of some sixty 
miles — and came to off Bassein on the 19th. The enemy 
threatened to blow us into the river, and were told in reply that 
if they fired upon us, they would be exterminated root and brancL 
No further time was wasted, therefore, in parleying. Our troops 
were landed, and before evening had dosed in upon us, the place 
was in our hands. A mud fort of considerable strength was 
stoutly defended by the enemy, but the gdlantiy of 3Iajor 
Errington and a detachment of the 51st overcame all opposition, 
and thus the seaward districts of the great province of Pegu fell 
into our hands. 

But the e:q)erience of the former war had taught ns that how- 
ever great might he our military success on the coast, such littoral 
operations were not likely to make any impression oh the court 
of Ava. The political advantages, indeed, which we had gained, 
fell far short of our martial triumphs. It was apparent that the 
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Imvc 1)ccn obvioiisW impolitic to “nnncx" the \vliolo of tb (5 
l?urmcsc empire; but to conquer np to Ibc wnlls of ibo palncc, 
nml Ibcn to abamlon onr conquest!*, would be to plncc at tbc merev 
of a cruel and vindictive government all tbc people of tbc country 
wbo bad in any way sided with or assisted tbc invaders, or were 
snspccicd of so doing. On tbc other band, the annexation and 
administration of Pegu av.is, if an evil, one of comparatively 
limited extent. "We bad alrcadj* seen that tbc people were well 
inclined to settle under our government, and to regard us rather 
ns deliverers than ns usurpers. But even Ibis measure Lord 
D.allinusic was unwilling to decree without tbc specific sanction of 
the home government. DifiTcring greatly in this respect from 
Lord Kllenborough, ho declared that ho would not on his own 
authority amputate any portion of tbc Burmese territory. The 
atitborify. however, was delegated to him before be bad occasion 
to exercise it. The Secret Committee, or in other words, ITcr 
Majesty’s Government, ns represented by the Prc.sidcnt of tbc 
Board of Control, granted full and unqti.alified permission to tbc 
governor- general to declare Pegu to be a British province; and 
accordingly, on tbc 20th of December 1 8.52, a procbimaf ion was 
issued, setting forth that tbc just and moderate demands of the 
government of India having been rejected by the king (of Ava), 
tbc ample opportunity afforded him for past injuries having been 
di-*regardcd, and tbc timely submission which alone could have 
been effectual to prevent the dismemberment of his kingdom being 
still withheld, the governor-general in council had resolved, in 
compensation for the past, and belter security for the future, that 
tbc province of Pegu shall be henceforth a portion of the British 
territories in the East. 

Of the events which followed the issuing of this proclamation, 
we mav allow the government of India to be the historian, for 
nowhere arc they more succinctly stated than in a notification 
published on the SOth of June, 1853: In the Proclamation it 
is said — 


“ In the proclamation by which the province ofPegu was annexe^ 
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Madras Fusiliers, and his little hand of warriors, fairly earned for 
themselves a place in history. 

The intelligence of the investment of Pegu caused much excite- 
ment at Rangoon, and immediate steps were taken to despatch 
troops to release the garrison from their dangerous position. On 
the night of the 11th of December, 1200 men embarked on board 
our steamers, and on the 14th, disembarked near Pegu. General 
Godwin accompanied the expedition, the success of which was 
never doubtful. There was what he called “ a hard day's work," 
but it was a good one. The enemy were dispersed. Major Hill 
and his gallant comrades were relieved, and Pegu was so gar- 
risoned as never to be in danger again from investment by a bar- 
barous enemy. 

Whilst these military operations, which placed the whole pro- 
vince of Pegu at our feet, were in progress, the governor-general 
and the home authorities were in earnest correspondence on the 
subject of the political and territorial arrangements which must 
result from the war. Several courses were 6pen to us at this 
time; but there were two between which the choice of our rulers 
more immediately lay. Having captured Prome, we might have 
pushed on, partly by the river, partly by land, to Ava, and dic- 
tated, amidst the roar of our guns, a treaty to the king at the 
gates of his palace. Or we might quietly declare Pegu to be a 
British province, and, content with this, both as a measure of 
retaliation and a measure of defence, concern ourselves little or 
nothing about treaties or any other diplomatic business. To the 
former course, though the more imposing of the two, there were 
many serious objections. We might frighten the Burmese court 
into a humiliating treaty, but were little likely to teach such bar- 
barous potentates to respect its obligations. The less, indeed, that 
we had to do with treaties, the better. There were ‘difficulties, 
too, of more than one kind attending our progress into the heart 
of the Burmese dominions — local difficulties, obstructing the 
march of our armies, and others involving a great question of 
humanity, which Lord Dalhousie earnestly considered. It would 
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clmiiti; nml people of bolli eoiiutricii should be allowed, in nccord- 
anco with former friendship, to pass up and down the river for the 
purpose of trading,’ Mindful of the assurance he g.TVC that hos- 
tilities would not be resumed so long ns the court of Avn refrained 
fwin disputing our quiet jiosspssion of the province of Pegu, the 
governor-general in council is willing to accept these pacific 
declarations and nets of the king ns a sttbslnnlinl proof of his 
acquiescence in the proposed conditions of peace, although a formal 
treaty has not been concluded. 'Wherefore the governor-general 
in council penults the raising of the river blochade, consenting to 
the renewal of former intercourse with Ava, and now proclaims 
the restoration of pence." 

Nor was the proclamation of peace a incro empty sound. 
From that time, with the c.\Cfption of a few local disturbances, 
attributed to the lawlessness of organized bands of dalcoits, or pro- 
fessional robbers, there have been cheering indications of the good 
and loyal feeling of our new subjects. Of tho pacific intentions 
of the Bunneso court, there is no reason to entertain a doubt. 
Towards the close of 1 851, a complimentary embassy, despatched 
by tho King of .Ava, visited Calcutta, and was received with 
overflowing hospit.ality and gratifying respect. The usual mili- 
tary spectacles having been exhibited to hint, the nmb,Tssndor, 
after a Foracwlint protracted sojourn at the Anglo-Indian capital, 
was taking his leave of the governor-general, when, seemingly 
encouraged by tho respect which had been shown to him, ho 
blurted out an unauthorized request for the restoration of Pegu.* 
Unexpected ns was tho demand, and preposterous ns was its 
character, Lord Dalhousic received it with remarkable self-pos- 
session, and answered with the greatest coolness, that ns long ns 
tho sun shone in tho heavens, the British ensign should wave 
over Pegu. The crest-fallen ambassador took his departure, and 
cmb.arrasscd by the failure into which his own presumption had 


* It in Mntcil liy name nuthorltlen timt the dnnnnil UMn nindc nndcr Ir.UniclIons frmii, 
nnd on ilir jian the kln^, hot tho halanrc of evidence Is in hnoor of ii cbtiirury no]i:>s- 
t’.lljn. 
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to the British dominions in the East, the goverhor-geheral in council 
declared that he desired no further conquest in Bumah, and was 
willing to consent that hostilities should .cease. Thereafter, the 
Burman troops were everywhere withdrawn. The king was 
dethroned by his brother, the Mengdoon prince, and an envoy 
was sent from Ava to sue for peace. The Burman envoy, con- 
fessing their inability to resist the power of the British govern- 
ment, and submissively soliciting its forbearance, announced his 
willingness to sign a treaty in accordance with the proclamation, 
objecting only to the frontier being at Mceaday. The govern- 
ment of India, while it maintained its undoubted right to fix the 
fi'ontier where it had been placed, at the same time gave signal 
proof of the sincerity of its desire for the renewal of friendly rela- 
tions between the states ; for, in the hope of at once concluding a 
treaty of peace, the governor-general in council consented to 
withdraw the frontier from Meeaday, and to place it, in strict con- 
formity to the most literal wording of the proclamation, immedi- 
ately to the northward of Prome and Tonghoo, cities which have 
been described at all times as within the northern limits of Pegu 
in the official records of transactions between the two states. But 
when this concession was ofiei'ed, the Burman envoy, wholly 
receding from his previous declarations, refused to assent to any 
treaty, by which a cession of territory should be made. Hereupon 
the negotiations were at once broken off. The frontier of the 
British territory was finally fixed to the northward of Meeaday 
and Tonghoo, and the envoy was directed to quit the camp. The 
envoy proceeded to the capital, whence he has now conveyed to 
the government of India the sentiments and proposals of the 
court of Ava. The king expresses his desires for the cessation 
of the war. The king announces that ‘ orders have been issued 
to the governors of districts not to allow the Burmese troops to 
attack the territories of Meeaday and Tonghoo, in which the 
British government has placed its garrisons.’ Purthemore, the 
king has set at liberty the British subjects who had been carried 
prisoners to Ava, and he has expressed his wish that * the mer- 


Hydcr Ivlmn’s brother slny Sir AVllli.iin Mncnnglitcn. Anti thus, 
it inay be said, after some twenty years of war and diplomacy, 
after an enormous waste of blood and of treasure, that Ims been 
itccomplishcd at the close of Lord Dalhousic's administration 
which might have been done at the commencement of Lord 
Auckland’s. "We have concluded a friendly treaty with the man 
whom the Aflghans arc content to recognize ns tlicir chief. 
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precipitated him, hesitated to make known at the court of Ava 
an incident so little to his credit. Whether the new king,' 
though he may not have authorized the demand made by his 
representative, will ratify a treaty for the formal cession of Pegu, 
is a question which time only can solve; hut, in the meanwhile, 
there seems to be little probability of any outward disturbance of 
the existing peace. 

Thus has it been the fortune of Lord Dalhousie, a ruler by no 
means of a restless and ambitious nature, to extend at both its 
extreme points — ^both at its north-western and south-eastern 
boundaries — our ever-expanding Indian empire. The necessi- 
ties of war, however, have not disturbed the just balance of his 
mind. A man of first-rate administrative capacity, he has devoted 
his rare energies to the internal improvement of the country, 
and his yet unfinished administration will be as celebrated in 
history for the triumphs of civilization as for the victories of war. 

Nor would this chapter be complete without brief mention of 
another circumstance, illustrative of the administration of Lord 
Dalhousie — a circumstance gratifying in itself, and of a very . 
extraordinary and suggestive character when viewed in connexion 
with the striking incidents detailed in a preceding chapter. In the 
early part of 1855, after some px'eparatory correspondence, Hyder 
Khan, one of the sons of Dost Mohammed, the Ameer of Cabul, 
came down to Peshawur to conclude, on the part of his father, .1 
friendly treaty with the British government. And the negotiations 
•were brought to a close in the most satisfactory manner. When 
all circumstances of place and persons are considered, this will 
appear a very remarlcable practical comment on the history of the 
war in Affghanistan. Peshawur, now a British cantonment, was 
the very bone of contention which had rendered it so diflSciilt, 
seventeen years before, to bring Dost Mohammed into a friendly 
alliance with us. Biyder Khan was governor of Ghuznee, when 
the English carried it by assault and, by the capture of the place, 
dispersed the last hopes of Dost Mohammed. And Mr. J ohn Law- 
rence was the brother of Captain George Lawrence, who had seen 
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tlic Company’s privileges. The Legislature granted what the 
public sought. The Compaii}' wound up their commercial affairs, 
and ceased .'iltogcthcr to bo a “ Company of Merchants.” But 
they continued to hold their politieil position and to perform their 
administr.iti\'c duties. The Company, indeed, became the sfew- 
anls of the Cromi; .and .all the expenses of government at home 
and .abro.ad, and the dividends of the proprietors, were to bo paid 
out of the resources of India. 

The manner of government was this : — From among the pro- 
prietor? of Last India stock, thirty members were selected by that 
brulv. twcnlv-four of whom formed the Court of Directors, the 
rcm.iining .*i.\ going out by annual rotation, and being re-elected 
.'it the end of the yc.ar. Whenever a v.ac.anoy occurred by death, 
r.'rip’.ntion, or disqualification, it was filled by a new member of 
the Court of IVoprictors, elected by the suffrages of that body. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

CONCIUSIOK. 

The Internal GOTCnimcnt of India— Administrative Agencies— Tlic Home Goremment— 
The Indian Governments— Constitntion of the CivE Service— The Ecvenne— Jndlcial and 
Diplomatic Lines— Tlie Indian Army — General Eesnlts— Amellotative Measnres- Con- 
cluding Bemarks. ' 

The preceding pages bare been mainly devoted to a narrative of 
war and conquest But the history of the progress of British 
dominion in the East is not wholly a military history. There 
are other achievements to he recorded; other triumphs to be 
chronicled — the achievements of good government, the triumphs 
of civilization. Our statesmen and administrators have completed 
the great woi-k which our soldiers have commenced. We have 
not merely pitched a great camp in the East: we have erected also 
a great empire. 

A history of British administration in India — even an outline 
of such a history — ^n'ould occupy another volume of equal dimen- 
sions with the present one. We can only, at the close of this 
narrative, touch upon some of its most prominent features. The 
East India Company, once a IMerchant Company, has ceased to 
he one even in name. Previous to the year 1814, the Company 
enjoyed the privileges of an exclusive trade with India and China. 
In that year, a new charter came into operation — a charter 
continuing in the hands of the Company the exclusive trade with 
China, hut opening the ports of India freely to the private 
merchant. Twenty years afterwards, another charter was granted 
to the Company. The country had hy this time grown somewhat 
intolerant of monopolies of all hinds. It could discern no suffi- 
cient reason why the tirade of China should not be thrown open 
like the trade with India — why the nation should depend for its 
tea upon a Company with a great mart in Leadenhall Street, and 
certain periodical sales of the fragrant produce of Cathay. It 
clamoured, therefore, for the entire abrogation of the last remnant of 
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of llic governing body known ns tlio East India Company were, 
in reality, performed by (bo President of Ibo India Board. Of 
(be most important measures ailcciing (be interests of the native 
princes of Indi.a, or of neighbouring Oriental Powers, be was 
indeed — as far as events in the East arc shaped by the authorities 
of the lYcst — not (he controller, but the author. IVilh respect, 
however, to tlie business of internal administration, the initiative 
was taken by tlio Court of Directors, and the powers of the India 
Board were properly only those of a controlling body. But it is 
hard to fuc the boundaries between control and initiation. There 
have been cases in Avhicb the controlling authority has so altered 
the despatches of the Court of Directors, as to invest them with 
an entirely new character, and to convey to the local government 
instructions almost the very reverse of those designed by the 
authorities of the Company. The two bodies, indeed, have some- 
times come into violent collision with each other ; and the Court 
of King’s Bench has been applied to to issue a mandamus to 
compel tlic recusant Directors to sign despatches forced upon 
them by the Board of Control. 

AVc have s.aid th.at the Court of Directors was composed of 
twenty-four (with a farther incftectivo list of six) members, the 
whole appointed by the suflragcs of the Court of Proprietors. But 
when, in 1853, the entire subject of the machinery of Indian govern- 
ment again came beforo Parliament, the ministers of the da}', com- 
pelled by a pressure from without to introduce certain changes into 
(he Act for the government of India — the old twenty years’ lease 
being then about to expire — recommended that the number of ' 
Directors chosen by the proprietors should bo reduced to iiilecn, 
and eventually to twelve. In addition to these twelve or fifteen 
members, there were to be six— or, in the first instance, three — 
Directors appointed by the Crown, making up the entire number 
to eighteen, of which the Court is now composed. The recom- - 
mendation was accepted by Parliament. The Bill provided, that 
on the second Wednesday in March the old Court of Directors 
should proceed to the election of fifteen of their own body, the ,■*# 
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the milltaiy, the political, the financial, and miscellaneous husi> ‘ 
ness of the Company, and met in general court collectively for . 
the subsequent discussion and decision of the several questions 
brought before them. In addition to these committees, there 
was another, and a very important one, of a difiereht class and - 
character. There was a committee known as the “ Secret Com- 
mittee.” Before the year 1781, the Directors of the Company 
had enjoyed the pri-vdlege of governing India after their own 
fashion, without ministerial or parliamentary control. But in that 
year a charter had been enacted, conferring certain controlling 
pow’er upon the Crown Government, acting through one of His 
Majesty’s Secretaries of State. Three years afterwards, Pitt 
introduced his India Bill. By this Act, the Board of Control, or 
as it was called, the “ Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of 
India,” was first established ; but in 1793, the constitution of the 
Board was modified. It was then made to consist of certain 
members of the Privy Council (the two principal Secretaries of 
State and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, included) ; the first 
named in His Majesty’s commission being the President of the 
Board, and practically the Indian Minister. The President so 
appointed was to act in concert with a Secret Committee of the 
Court of Directors of the East India Company. This Secret ' 
Committee w'as to consist of the Chairman and Deputy-Chairman 
and the senior member of the Court. It was decreed that all 
matters connected with the levying of war or making of peace, 
or treating or negociating with any of the native princes or states 
in India that should seem to require secrecy, should he under the 
control of this Secret Committee. The President of the India 
Board was here, indeed, absolute. The India-House members of 
the Committee acted merely in- a ministerial capacity. They 
signed their names to whatever the Crown Minister was pleased 
to write. The general constitution of the Court of Directors has 
undergone a change, of which we shall speak presently; but 
the Secret Committee remains unchanged. 

Under the system thus established, the most important functions . 
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CJiRCS witliin llie I'angc of his own experience, sccnis to iiave 
forgotten that that experience dates back some twenty years 
to a period when the communication between tho two coun- 
tries was tardy and iiTCgular — ^when tho governor-general was 
compelled either to wait for ten or twelve months for an answer 
to his references, or else to act on his own responsibility. But 
in more recent days, when steam communication has brouglit 
the two countries within a few weeks’ passage of each other, the 
facilities of reference arc so greatly increased, that it rarcl}' 
happens the local authorities arc eompcllcd to prosecute any 
important undertakings without communication with the govern- 
ment at home. Still, much depends, and must always depend, 
upon tho wisdom and pnidcnce, the cnerg}' and ability of the 
local authorities. Of these the Supreme Government of India is, 
as its name implies, the ehief. It is a great central authority. 
By many experienced men it is questioned whether there is not 
loo much of centralisation in India. The Supreme Government 
is composed of a Governor-General, appointed by the concurrent 
authorities of the Crown and the Company, and a certain number 
of jMcmbcrs of Council appointed by the Company. Previous to 
the year 17SG, the governor-general had possessed no power 
independent of tho Council. That is to say, he was simply Pre- 
sident of the Council, with a c.asting-vote, when tho members 
were cqu.ally divided. But as the number of councillors, exclu- 
sive of the governor-general, was four, this power was rarely 
exercised. At this time, no Indian experience — ^no qualification, 
indeed, of any kind was requisite to make a member of council. 
The Council with which 11''arren Hastings long s-at to administer 
the affairs of the Indian Empire was composed of one civil servant 
of the Company, and three strangers sent out from England. It 
often happened, therefore, that the goveraor-gcneral was outvoted 
in Council. The contention which was thus engendered obstructed 
the progress of administration, and it was felt that uninstructed 
soldiers or civilians, fresh from England, did not make the best 
Indian Councillors. A new Act was, therefore, passed hy the 
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remainder retiring from office, or rather being’expelled from their 
seats. However ungracious the task — ^however painful the duty. 
— ^it was generally felt that the Directors performed it with a due 
regard for the public intei'ests. The selection was such as the 
judgment of the public, or rather that section of it which concerns 
itself about the details of Indian government, unhesitatingly 
confirmed. And when, in the following month, three Directors 
were chosen by the Crown — ^those three being, Sir George Pol- 
lock, whose great military exploits in Afghanistan we have 
recorded in a previous chapter; Sir Frederick Currie, of whom 
we have also spoken in connexion with the incidents pf the Sikh 
ivar; and Mr. J. P. Willoughby, who had earned a high reputa- 
tion as a diplomatist and administrator in Western India — the 
public ratified the choice of the Ministers; not a word was 
spoken aginst the selection. 

The Court of Directors, then, as constituted in the spring of 
1854, consists of fifteen members, elected by the proprietaiy body, 
and thi-ee elected by the Crown, with a provision that the three 
next vacancies should he filled by the nomination of the latter. 
The Act declared that the Directors selected by the Crown 
should have resided ten years in India — a stipulation which, it 
was believed, would sufficiently prevent these appointments from 
being turned to account for party purposes by the minister of the 
day. But whether the working powers of the Court of Directors 
have been improved by this reduction of their numbers remains 
yet to he seen. 

Whilst such is the constitution of the Home Government of 
India, the especial powers and duties of the different agencies and 
authoi'ities for the^ local administration of the different Presiden- 
cies of India, require also to be clearlj' described. It was remarked 
by a distinguished orator in the House of Commons, during the 
debates on the India Bill of 1853, that the constitution of the 
Home Government of India w'as of . comparatively little im- 
portance, for that all the real power was in the hands of the 
gov’crnor-general. But Mr. Macaulay, when he cited certain 
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own; but, on furlber reflection, it wns considered sufficient to 
appoint a lieutenant-governor, with certain ministerial officers, 
the duties of the appointment being almost entirely of an adminis- 
trative character, and within the ability of an able and energetic 
servant of the Company to perform. The change wns attended 
with the most satisfactory results; so satisfnetor)’, indeed, that no 
one doubted that if the remaining portion of tbo old Bengal Pre- 
sidency were placed under a licutcnnnt-govemor, with similar 
powers, so ns to relieve the govcmor-gcneml altogether from the 
details of lociil administration, whilst exercising a general super- 
intendence and control over the political afthirs of the great Empire, 
another step forward in the good government would be made. 
For this siilutary change, the Act of 1854 has provided ; and the 
^ old Bengal Presidency has now passed under the administration 
of two lieutenant-governors, able and experienced servants of the 
Company; the Supremo Government exercising over them, as 
over the Governors of Bengal and jMadras, a general control. 
The lieutenant-governorship of the North-western Provinces, 
since its first institution, has been held by Sir Clwrles Metcalfe, 
b}’ ISIr. Alexander Boss, by Mr. T. C. Robertson, by Sir George 
Clerk, by Mr. Thomason (who, after holding the office for many 
years with great distinction, died at his post, shortly after his 
nomination to the government of Jladins), and by Mr. J. R. 
Coh-in. For the government of Bengal, the .Company have 
been fortunate in the election of an officer peculiarly qualified for 
the duties devolving upon him. For some years, Mr. Hallida}', 
a civilian of high character and uncommon abilitj’, as Secretary to 
the Bengal Government had been little less tlmn the Governor 
of the Lower Provinces of India. His nomination to the office, 
therefore, found him ripe for his work. 

The Presidencies of Madras and Bombay have each a Governor 
and a Council of their own. The Council consists of two members 
of the Civil Service, with the local Cominander-in-Chief, as an 
“ extraordinary member.” The governors and councillors are 
appointed in the same manner as are those of the chio^'!!^]^*^’' . 
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Legislature, reducing the number of Councillors to three, and 
determining that no one (the governor and commander-in-chief 
excepted) should be competent to sit in Council, until he had 
served twelve years in the civil service of the East India Com- 
pany. The same Act empowered the governor-genei-al and the 
minor governors to act, in certain cases, without the concurrence 
of their Council, declaring that the exercise of such power would 
tend “ to the strength and security of the British possessions in 
India, and give vigour and dispatch to the measures and proceed- 
ings of the Executive Government.” Under this Act, the Supreme 
Government of India, in effect, consisted of the governor-general, 
the commander-in-chief, and two members of the. Bengal Civil 
Service. This constitution w'as retained imtil the year 1834, 
when considerable changes were introduced. The Supreme 
Council W'as then made to consist of two memhers of the Bengal 
Civil Service, a military ofiBcer, selected from any one of the 
three Presidencies, and the commander-in-chief of the Indian 
army. In addition to these, a legislative member of council, 
selected from the legal profession at home, was also appointed. 
But he had properly no concern with the ordinary executive 
business of government, it being decreed that he was “ not to he 
entitled to sit or vote in council, except in meetings thereof, for 
making laws and regulations.” The constitution of the Supreme 
Council, as established in 1834, was not affected, except in its 
legislative capacity, by the subsequent Act, passed twenty years 
afterwards. 

The Presidency of Bengal, which is the seat of the Supreme 
Government, now stretches from Orissa to the Punjaub. Though, 
in 1 834, it extended no farther north than the banks of the Sutledge, 
it was rightly considered that the administrative duties of so vast 
a tract of country could not be adequately superintended by one 
man. It was proposed, therefore, to divide the Bengal Presidency 
into two, calling the northern portion of it the Presidency of Agr.'u 
For this, the India Bill of 1834 provided. It was originally 
intended that this new' Presidency should have a council of its 
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but tbe CompnnyV Wovorntnoif wns? cniincntlr unpopular, 
jitul tbe proppsilloii wnp, carrietl ibnuigh 1’arliaincnl. In wliat 
manlier clTccl was to be gh’on to the rlaiiso was not Itnown, even by 
till' fn-.mers of it: but a ooMiintssion, of whicb Mr. M.ncaulay was 
a niembor, wa« fubsequontly npppintcil to mature a practicable 
system, umler nbicb all tbe civil appointments in tbe Company's 
servici' might K; belli up to i*ublic competition, and tbe best qimli- 
licd candidates selected from among the crowd of competitors. 

The jirincipio is so excellent, that it is cs])ccially to be hoped 
that tbe prai tseal tiperation of tbe new .system may not disappoint 
puMic expectation, l.oobing back to tbe past results of tbe old 
tv-ri, 30, it is apjir.rcnt tbnt good government 1ms not made sueb 
rapid .‘tridcs in India .as tbe pbilantbrojdst would desire. IJnt it 
vould be unjust to deny that there has been a steady progressive 
imjm'vemcnl; tbf.t the Company’s servant^ have cvciy year bc- 
temc mor« r.calois* r.nd more cfiicicat ; and tlmt under British rule, 
judged by cve.-y legitimate tcft, the prosperity of the country, 
iij-.d the bappinO'S of the people. b.ave been greatly .angmented. 
(>i seme of ti.e more remarkable iinp.mvcmcnt.*! wbicb have been 
c.arricd into ctToci, cr arc in paigres; of execution, it will pre- 
sently be fiur duty to sj'cal.-. But sornetbing more may be srJd 
in t!;le jdace .ab'/u: the chief agency of tlicsc improvcm.cr.ti — tbe 
civil service cf the Company, the old constitution of which :s 
now beroming an l)’*:tor;c.“.l fact. 


That the time w.xs v.Lcn these scrv.an'.s cf the Company — 
biing partly irr-dcrs, and jstrtly administrators — by their unre- 
f trained .appetite fer unhallowed gains, and the general Lawles.s- 
ne-s of their conccct. mace for themselves unsavonty reputation®, 
if rmt to b-' flnc=t:oncd. They went out to make rapid fortunes j 
ard thev made them. Thev were, with rare exceptions- ensera- 
pul-'U*. rap-acious. corray.t. Their a aministratsve powers, cs super- 
itstcndc.its of rcvcncc-co’lcc'ion. cr dispensers of justice — then, 
bon ever, of comj>arativdy limited extent — were often made sub- 
servient to personal olvects. and prestitutei to their crpiciiy. 
Little bv little, this rcprcaab c: cur adminirtraticn was wited 
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dcncy. The power of these local governments has been much 
limited by their subordination to the Supreme Government; and 
the necessity of frequent reference to the great central authority, 
espeeially in matters compelling an expenditure of the public 
money, is said to cramp their energies and to limit their utility. 
The armies of the different Presidencies are entirely distinct from 
each other — each being under its own commander-in-ebief, and 
serving within its own loeal limits — cxeept when the emergencies 
of the service call them together into the field beyond the limits 
of our own territories, as, for example, in Bunnah or Afghanistan. 

Under these several governments, the administrative business 
in the dominions of the East India Company is performed chiefly 
by the covenanted civil servants of the Company. Up to the year 
1854, these civil servants were appointed by the Directors. The 
patronage was divided among the several members of the Court; 
and each individual appointment (civil or military) was in the 
gift of one particular Director. No patronage belonged to the 
Court collcotivoly, and so long as the Director's nominee was of 
the required ago, and was sufficiently endowed, mentally and 
financially, to pass through a certain course of study at the Com- 
pany’s college at Ilailcybuiy, there was nothing to restrict the 
selection of youths destined to become the judges and financiers 
and diplomatists of our Eastern Empire. The objections to such a 
system, wore rather apparent than real; that is to say, they were 
based rather upon certain presumed theoretical defects than upon 
any sufficient practical proofs of its evil operation. It was, how- 
ever, denounced as a close system ; its exclusiveness was said to 
be detrimental to the interests of the country. It was, indeed, a 
monopoly of patronage — as though patronage were not always a 
monopoly — and, therefore, to share the fate of all the other mono- 
polies which had been wrenched from the Company's hands, 
'riie India Bill of 1853 proposed to strip the Directors of all 
their civil patronage, and to throw it open to public competition. 
There were not wanting able and experienced men, who contended 
that the change would bo rather an innovation than a refonna- 
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tlic eaiisp.; ami, if lliorc Itc no good excuse, lie cxcrcisc.s Uic fiuin* 
mary j)owor of realising l)y disirnint, iniprisoniucnt, and (under 
tlic orders of liis superior) nunulinent of lcnse.s, or sale, lie also 
receives and manages llic inisccllancou.s re.vcniic derived from 
fi'vcral oilier sources, lie lias n large, suinmary juri'diclion in 
cverylhing connecled u'illt the rent, and with (lie possession of 
landed property, lie decides all suils by .superior against infe- 
rior holders for the. nml of the .ec.nson; he hears complaint.s of (he, 
l.atier .against (he former regarding .alleged exaction, and gives 
-ummary remedy for forcible disjwsscssiou of land. He manages 
(he, projierty of govcrnmcul.*'*' This i.s something very dificrent 
from men? tax-galhering. An Indian re\’cnnc-ofiiccr i.s invested, 
id a certain cxlcnl, in all eases, xvillt (he ofticc of the judge ; that 
i< to say, he deeidc.s, in di.sputcd C4a.scs, what is to bo paid, ns well 
.ns collects the payment, lint lieyond this, in some parts of India, 
ihft fi«eal and magisterial dutic.s arc combined, so that an ofiiccr is 
at once in the tilul.nr and actual condition of collector and mngis- 
Imle. yn uniformity in this r&spect lm« yet been attained,* and 
the adv.nntages of the combination of the two ofliccs, arc at least 
open to di'cu-isinn. 

It bn« been often rem.nrhcil, that the tendency of recent nrrangc- 
mrnte for the distribution of the administrative agencies of the 
Pompany, has been to elevate the revenue department of (be 
public service at (be cxpeu-sc of the judicial ; and it is acknow- 
Icflgcd, even by (he dcfcndcM of the old system, that (he judi- 
cial department is the wc.akc.s( point of the. Company’s .adminis- 
tration. Great cflbrt.s were m.adc by I.ord Comwalli.s, at the close 
of the last century, to elevate the cliarnctcr of the Compan 3 *’s 
judges. Tlic administration of justice bad been considered ns “a 
subonlinntc diiU'all.aebcd to the office of collector of (he revenues.” 
l>iit be determined to “ vest (be collection of the revenues, .and llio 
administration of jnsticc, in separate officers." The principal 
jndgeship.s, he determined, should be the “ first in importance in 
tlic Civil .Sen-ice," .and conferred onh- on men “distinguished for 


2 


Y 



Mr. George C-narWl, nntlior of " MoJem India.' 


704 THE INTEKNAI. GOVERSMEXT OF INDIA. 

away; and every year has seen an improvement, both in the moral 
purity, and the intellectual efficiency of the men to whom the exe- 
cutive! duties of the government have been intrusted. The civil 
servants of the East India Company have long forgotten that 
they were traders. They are now forbidden to trade — ^forbidden 
to have pecuniary transactions of any kind with the natives of the 
country; and it is only by men, overpowered by a weight of igno- 
rance and malignity, that the ■ charge of corruption is now ever 
brought against them. But corruption is one thing, inefficiency 
is another ; and, throughout the discussions of the year 1853, the 
inefficiency of the civil service was a common topic of discourse 
with the opponents of the East India Company. 

The dnties of the Company’s Civil Service may he said to he 
threefold. There are Fiscal dnties. Judicial duties, and Diplo- 
matic duties. Under one or other of the two former heads a very 
large proportion of the covenanted eivil servants may he said to 
range themselves. The collection of the revenue is a matter of 
greater importance, and demands the possession of higher admi- 
nistrative qualities, than may at first he apparent to those who 
square their notions of such matters by their knowledge of the 
duties and capabilities of an English tax-gatherer. The great 
hulk of the Indian revenue is derived from the land. The pay- 
ment made to the state by the occupant, whether a large land- 
holder, or a petty cultivator, is of the mixed character of rent 
and tax. The collector of the revenue so raised is not (to use 
the words of a recent writer, himself a member of the Com- 
pany’s eivil service), “ is not so much a receiver of taxes, as a 
representative of the great land-lord of the country. . . . The 
collector registers, in minute form, all the landed property of the 
district, and all the rights connected with it, and all transfers as 
they ocenr; he estimates the rent of the land, fixes the share 
thereof to be taken by government, and the share to be left to 
subordinate holders. When it is so fixed, he collects the revenue 
as it becomes due. If delay or remission is granted, it can only 
bo through him. If there is failure of payment, he investigates 
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jiirifdicllon of thcr-c last is uiiliniilcd ; l)ul, in nil cases, there is a 
right of ajipcal to the higher funclioiiaries; and in the last, where 
suits oxtemling to more than £500 arc concerned, the appeal is to 
the Suddur Court, or chief judicial tribunal at the capital, lly 
three native judges almost .all origitinl f-tiits .arc decided. It has 
been Finted by a recent writer, on the .atithorily of ollicial slatis- 
tir;|. that in the north-west provinces of India, in the yc.ar 18*10, 
only origiu.al suits were decided by ICuropcan ofiiccrs, whilst 
r.e.arly •}.*!, 000 were decided by native judge?, 

'I'liu* the Ih)roj>e.an judges became, nlninst exclusively, judges 
of app'-al. The. sy.stom is one of native agency, with ICuropcan 
supi-.rvi'ion. Tlie Kngli-h “Zill.ah .Tudge,” only in very special 

e. xercifcs original juri-diclion. He .sits mostly ns a judge 
t'f appc.al. In caco« involving a larger amount lh.an £500, an 
appeal lies frotn him to the Suddtir or chief court, at the capital. 
This i< .at once a supaanc civil and criminal tribun.al. “ There 

f. ".y.< Mr. rampbcll, “at prttsent, (18.52), five judges in the 
c.mrt .at (’.alcnlta, .and three at Agra; at M.adra.s, one member of 
Council is president, and there arc three ordinary judge.?; at 
Hoinbr.y. one member of Council Is prc.'idcnt, .and there arc four 
judge".” Thc'C judgeships arc appointment j of great importance, 
avith high falarie.« altaclie<l to thc.ai, and thej' arc generally con- 
ferred *i:i *o:i;c of the ahle*l men in the service. Troin thess 
.‘^U'Mcr Coart.“, again, there is an appeal to the Privj' Council; 
but a? such appeal? involve much expense, and much dehay, they 
are nccc---.arily few. 

M'c iaavc hitherto sfKjkcn only of civil justice. The criminal 
ju-tic’: of the country is more in the hands of European ofiicers, 

A cla" of functionaric?, c.allcd ” Deputy- M.agi.=trate3,” has been 
rce::itly c'tnbli-'hcvl, and natives of India find entrance into it. 
J’.u! the bu'inc.«. g^cncrally, is conducted by European magistrates 
and judge?. The raagistrate either exercises .summary jurisdic- 
tion. in casts sent before him hy the police, or he commits the 
pri'jjucr to l>e tried by the fre^rions' judge, according to the nature 
;!.d extent of the ccTence. Much dep;r.d=. therefere. upon the,. 
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•their integrity, ability, and knowledge of the manners, customs, 
and languages of the natives ; and their allowanecs should be pro- 
portionate to the greatness of their trust.” But somehow or, 
other, in process of time, under other governors, this wise system 
deteriorated, and the elevation of the judicial character, aimed at 
by Lord Cornwallis, was never effected. The judicial department 
has never been kept distinct from others, nor has any legal and 
judicial training been considered necessary to qualify a Company’s 
servant to sit on the Bench. Men have sometimes made choice 
of a particular line of the public service, and, as far as circum- 
stances and the will of their masters have admitted of the adhe- 
sion, have adhered to it with some steadfastness. But the general 
rule is to pass from one line of the publie service to another, as 
appointments fall vacant ; so that, when a public functionary has 
been serving for some time with credit in one department, and 
has earned promotion by his zeal and assiduity, he is, not impro- 
bably, sent to another part of the country to serve in a different 
department; and be has, perhaps, all his local and functional 
experience to acquire anew. 

The machinery of judicial administration varies in different 
presidencies of India, so that it is difficult to give an exact 
description of it that will suit all parts of the country. But the 
following account may be accepted as of sufficiently wide appliea- 
tion to represent the general system. The principal civil busi- 
ness is entrusted to certain native judges. In almost all cases 
the first appeal is to them. The increase, both in the number 
and the importance of these native judgeships, is one of tlic 
greatest administrative improvements of modern times. The 
native judges are of different grades. The judicial officer of the 
lowest grade is called a “Moonsiff.” Ho is empowered to adjudi- 
cate suits involving questions of money not exceeding £30. From 
among these the next higher grade of judges are chosen. They 
arc called “ Sudder Aumcens,” and their jurisdiction extends to 
suits of £100. From these, again, the highest class of native 
judges, called “Principal Suddur Aumcens,” are chosen. Ihc 
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character of these Sessions’ judges. The due administration of 
justice is not easy, in any part of the world. In India, it is espe- 
cially difScult. The proceedings before the English judge are 
carried on in a foreign language; and he has to fathom such depths 
of peijuiy, as in this country, are wholly unknown. In India, 
almost any amount of false-swearing may he obtained for a few 
shillings — almost, it might be said, for a few pence — so that a judge 
has not only to decide according to the evidence before him, but 
according to what appears to be the balance of credibility, where 
different parties swear to totally opposite facts, and in all pro- 
bability, both are lying. To do this satisfactorily, it is necessary 
that the judge should possess a distinct knowledge of the language, 
a clear insight into native character, and a good perception of all 
those local and incidental circumstances, which may throw a side- 
light upon the case adjudicated. He ought, too, to be experienced 
in the work of judicial investigation — to possess a mind habituated 
to the weighing of evidence — and an energy, which neither the 
distressing effects of the climate, nor the weariness of business 
without interest, can overcome or reduce. But it is not alwiys 
that the Sessions’ judges are selected for these qualifications. 
“Some judges,” says an able member of the Company’s civil 
service, who is not liliely to over-state the case as against his own 
class, “ are old and nervous; some are old, disappointed and cap- 
tious; and cases are brought before them under the most im- 
favourahle circumstances. Some weigh straws, and unable to 
make up their minds, think acquittal the safest course; some con- 
sidering themselves charged with the interests of the prisoner, ns 
opposed to the magistrate, seek for every argument for acquittal, 
substantial, or technical; and none have any direct interest in the 
success or failure of the executive administration. Indeed, with 
Indian police, Indian witnesses, Indian contradictions, and clever 
Indian criminals, and cutoff as the judge completely is from many 
of the best means of discovering the tnith, it requires great nervo 
and great confidence in the proceedings of the niagistrafo to 
convict, unless the evidence is more overwhelming than can bo 
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parte and (lie l^mpcror Alexander was' con<:idcrcd an event of 
probable contingency. Men thus thrown, in very early life, on 
their own rcsotirccs, acquire a confidence in themselves, and a 
readiness of execution, not to be acquired by any other hind of 
tniining. All the previous study in the world — the highest de- 
gree of forcing that can be obtained in the colleges of the West — 
will not fit men to play their part, with succces, in the strenuous 
rcaliites of Anglo-Indian adtninisiration. 

It would, however, appear probable that the system of prepara- 
tory training in England might be rendered of a somewhat more 
practical and serviceable hind. The intent of the Legislature in 
throwing open, under the Act of 1853, the service to public 
compoiiiion, seems also to Imvc embraced an improvement in 
the education of those destined to tahe their place in the ranh 
of Indian administrators. Tlitherto it would appear that too 
much time has been devoted to the study of the classical languages, 
and too little to that of haw and politiwil economy. Perhaps, too, 
the Orient.nl languages, in which few acquire any real proficiency 
in this countn*, have occupied too lai^e a .space in the cunicalam 
of Ilailcybujy education. In the scheme of education propounded 
by Mr. Macaulay and his colIe.ngucs, general literature, his- 
tory, mathematics, and law, are more considered than uudsr tie 
old system. On the whole, there is little to bo said agui'n tie 
new educational course, judged simply on its own merTts. Tie 
best training, however, as we have said, is that which utsie 
for themselves on the spot : and book-learning of ary i™ d rzz- 
bc acquired at too heavy a cost, when excessive study weticur 
the energies, and undermines the health of the studeut. 

The admitted want being a want of that Hud cf tra.:ulrg wiiii 
fits men to do their duty eficiently as magistruteE. r. 
casv to supply a remedy. But nothing, iudeed, is tuur? tuutru-- 
It would be hard to say what a youth is t:- z.erui-e fnu; vzr’zr- tr. 
Endand tliat will greatly assist him iu tie w-.d; cc priycf— “ 
for the Indian Bench. The study tc Lur^-i dew. wry 
cautiously pursued — pursued with z das uiilerruuiciur — 
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Bovereignty of tie native princes, wliose territory we have not 
aetually ahsorhed, is at best only a shadow. As the external 
influence of these states has deereased, the representative of the 
British government has concerned himself more in affairs of 
internal administration. The principle of our connexion with 
these states, as regards their domestic government, is that we should 
exercise a salutary influence, hut should not attempt to control 
their affairs. The post is one that requires great judgment and 
great tact; — ^readiness of resource, sometimes vigour of execution, 
and always a thorough acquaintance with the mannei's, the institu- 
tions, and the languages of the people. In these posts, the civil 
servants of the Company have often exhibited consummate address. 
Mr. Mounstuart Elphinstone at Foonah; Sir Bichard Jenkins at 
Nagpore; Sir Charles Metcalfe at Delhi and Hyderabad; Sir 
George Clerk in the Punjaub, and others, whom it would he easy 
to name, have exhibited diplomatic and administrative powers of 
the highest character, and have gathered around their names 
imperishable historic associations. 

But it is not upon the individual reputation of a few men — men 
who would have distinguished themselves in any position — that 
the high character of a service is to he founded. It might be 
said that these men have become great, not by reason of, hut in 
spite of, a bad system. Such men, however, as Metcalfe and 
Elphinstone, though brilliant exceptions, are exceptions only as 
to degree. The civil servants of the Company are, as a w’hole, a 
body of men unsurpassed in ability and integrity by any similar 
body of men in the world. The very cireumstances of their posi- 
tion, often thrown as they are on their own resources, when little 
more than boys, have an unfailing tendency to develop their early 
powers, and give a certain readiness and robustness to their minds. 
When no more than twenty-three years of ago, Charles Metcalfe 
found himself alone in the camp of Kunjeet Singh — at once the 
most astute and the most unscrupulous of Eastern potentates — 
charged with a mission of the highest importance, at a time when 
the invasion of India by the confederate armies of Napoleon Buena- . 
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of this nrmy consists of sepoys, or soldiers rccmilcd from nmong 
tho people of the country, Mohnmmcdnns nnd Hindoos of ditVerent 
c.istcs. Tlicsc regiments of so.poys nrc doubly ofliccred — ofiiccred 
by men selected from their own rmilcs, nnd by Europcmis ap- 
pointed by the Company, the latter bolding the superior commands, 
and having the actual control of the battalions. Tho sepoys arc 
loy.'il, tractable, patient under b.ardsbip, and brave in action when 
led by oflicers in whom they rely. They arc well paid nnd well 
pensioned, nnd nrc true to their salt. They have abundant con- 
fidence in the good faith of their employers, without caring to 
inquire into the nature of the government by which they arc so 
punctually paid. It may be doubted whether any change in their 
masters would not h.avc the enfoct of disturbing this confidence, 
which lies at the very root of the fidelity by which alone wo nrc 
able to m.aintain our position in the country. 

The oflicers of the Company’s army, whether nttached to native 
or to European regiments, rise by seniority in their respective 
branches of the service, nnd up to a certain rank in their respec- 
tive regiments. There is no promotion by purchase, or by favour, 
or in reward of services— except, in tho last ease, promotion 
by brevet. Hut, of tho 5000 oflicers of tho Company’s army, a 
thousand are always absent from their regiments on stafl’-cmploy. 
These statV situations arc various. Some nrc military, some 
diplomatic, some administrative. Commands of irregular corps, 
commissariat nppoIntmcnt.s, offices at native courts, commissioner- 
ships in newly-acquired tracts of country, situations in the depart- 
ment of public works (surveyorships included), with many others 
that might be named, are all objects of ambition, and all detach 
oflicers from their corps. In the more recently .nequired terri- 
tories, ns in Arracan, Scindc, the Punjaub, Pegu, &c., a largo 
proportion of tho business of civil administration is entrusted to 
militnr}’ oflicers; nnd no doubt can exist that in these provinces 
it has ever been most efficiently performed. 

Under this mixed agency the administration has been carried 
on with increasingly good results. At first the English in India 
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manner in which it maybe lumetl to account — will only confuse 
and bewilder, and land a man on the borders - of the service witli 
more to unlearn than to learn — with a mind rather warped by 
prejudice than expanded by available knowledge. In this respect 
it may be doubted whether the change which has allowed a larger 
margin of age to the candidate for employment in the Indian civil 
service will be beneficial to any one beyond tbe individual himself 
who profits by it. To the student of Indian history it is no new 
fact that the most distinguished members of the two services went 
out to India as boys, and were actively employed in important 
and responsible situations at a time of life which, under the new 
system, will sec our future Indian judges and diplomatists cram- 
ming at the universities, or unfitting themselves for the isolation 
of life in India, by a foretaste of the social amenities of the salons 
of an European capital. Men who leave homo earliest take the 
firmest root in India, and arc most likely to render the country 
emphatically one “ of their adoption.” 

Whilst these changes arc being introduced into the civil service 
of India, the military service remains unchanged.- It was a part 
of the original scheme for the better government of India, under 
the act of 1853, to throw open the scientific branches of the 
Company’s army to public competition. But it was felt, both in 
and out of Parliament, that as the Company’s engineer and artil- 
lery regiments were surpassed by none in the world, any inter- 
ference with the existing system was uncalled-for, and more likely 
to prove injurious than beneficial to the public interests. ’J’lie 
proposed innovation, therefore, was abandoned; and the initiatory 
power of appointment to all branches of the service left, as before, 
in the hands of the Directors. 

The anny of the East India Company is divided into three large 
establishments under the governments of the three presidencies of 
Bengal, Madras, and Bombay. Slowly expanding, under the 
force of necessity, it has grown, from a piiltry garrison of a few 
Portuguese soldiers and sailors, into an immense force of all arms, 
admirably oiHccrcd, disciplined, and equipped. 'I’lie great bulk 
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were mere merchants. Subsequently they became half-merchants 
and half-soldiers. They are now soldiers and administrators ; and 
every new year, it is hoped, will witness the absorption of the 
former character by the latter. To prophesy that we have reached 
the limit of our conquests would be unwise ; but it is certain that 
we have never before been impressed with so strong a sense of 
the necessity of devoting all our national energies to the great 
work of ameliorating the condition of the people, by a benevolent 
and judicious system of internal administration. TMiat we have 
already accomplished merits the approbation of the philanthropist. 
Much, under our rule, has been done to mitigate the evils directly 
or indirectly resulting from the cruel and degrading superstitions 
of a false and barbarous religion. Education, under British super- 
intendence, has made great, and is now making still greater, 
strides. The English in India are manfully exerting themselves 
to difiuse among their dusky brethren the enlightenment of the 
"Western world. When it is considered over how large an area 
their educational efforts must be spread, and into what deep 
recesses they must penetrate — ^witb what a mass of prejudice and 
selfishness they have to contend — what vested interests in dark- 
ness and ignorance are to be encountered — and how much has to 
be unlearnt before anything can be learnt — ^how the people are 
fenced in by social institutions which render what is neighbourly 
kindness in the West only insult and outrage in the East — ^it will 
readily be understood that sucb efforts, however well directed and 
however zealously pursued, must be slow in their operation- The 
masses of the people are still ignorant — still sunk in degraded 
superstition ; but not hopelessly sunk. Every year adds largely 
to the number of the enlightened; and every enlightened Hindoo 
or Mohammedan is more or less an apostle of education- From the 
great towns, in which public authority or private enterprise has 
reared colleges and schoolo, the light of knowledge is gradually 
radiating into remote districts. Nor is it only in the great towns 
that the schoolmaster pursues his calling under the fostering 
encouragement of the European ruler. The village sehools are 
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Klionds of Orissa, a people given up to tlie ineonccirable bar- 
barism of oftcring up bumnn sacrifices to one of their false gods. 

But it is not by these moral agencies alone that we have 
cndc.'ivonrcd to regenerate the natives of India. India is indebted 
to her European conquerors for many great material works, tend- 
ing to dcvolopc the resources of the country and to enrich the 
people. That they have risen slowly — that time was when the 
English in India were taunted, without any stretch of exaggera- 
tion, with having stamped upon the face of the country no memo- 
rials of their presence — is not to be denied. But, in this respect, 
recent years have witnessed a great revolution. Jlore might have 
been done; but still much has been done. The canals of irriga- 
tion, which do so much to fertilize the north-western provinces of 
India, are in themselves imperishable monuments of the greatness 
of the English people. The 6re.at< Ganges Canal is one of the 
noblest works which the world has ever scon. The vast problem 
of railway communication in India has been solved. In spite 
of the doubts, and, in some instances, the sneers of the experi- 
enced, the railway in India has already become a great success. 
The prejudiced native has gratefully accepted the boon. The 
“ lightning-post,” as the people felicitously call it in their own 
language, is regarded as a blessing, which evei^' man desires to 
sec extended in his own direction. Temporar}’ inconvenience 
may bo croated in some quarters by tbc diversion of the stream of 
commerce into new or more exclusive channels ; but the balance 
will soon be readjusted, and an impulse given to the general trade 
of the conntrj* of the lic.althicst and most enduring hind. 

"With the prospect of continued peace, with the energies both 
of governing bodies and of individuals now straining in the right 
direction, with an enlarged national sense of the duties of the 
mother countrj' towards her great Eastern dependency, there is 
hopeful assurance of a future for India far brighter than anything 
which the retrospect yields in the most prosperous epochs of her 
past. But much remains yet to be done for the people; and it is 
olny by unintermittent zeal in behalf of the subject millions, and 
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barans rite in the states subject to the native princes. Under a 
S3’steni, distinguished as much bj* its wisdom and humanity, as by 
its energj' and vigour, Thuggee was almost whollj’ suppressed 
during the administration of Lord Aukland. All the mysteries 
of the murderous profession being thoroughly mastered bj* our 
British officers, the gangs were hunted domi and broken up ; and 
the children of the murderers, •who would have followed the same 
terrible calling, were trained to peaceful pursuits. But even more 
difficult than the suppression of these enormities has been the 
extinction of Female Infanticide. The magnitude of the evil was 
increased by the dai'kness in which it was enveloped. The social 
exclusiveness of the people rendered the crime, however palpable 
the gross results, difficult of proof in individual cases. But by a 
variety of well-considered measures — bj’^ the institution of a 
census, the establishment of a wise system of rewards and punish- 
ments — ^by the discouragement of those 005 % mamage-ccremonies 
which lay at the root of the evil — and by the extraordinary 
energy and activity of some of the officers of Government, this 
atrocity has been greatly diminished, and in some places wholly 
suppressed. Among those who have been foremost in the good 
work of striking doum the three monster-evils of which we have 
spoken, we may make honourable mention of Colonel Sleeman, 
Colonel Ludlow, Mr. Willoughby, Colonel Melvill, Mx'. Baikes, 
and Sir Henry Lawrence. 

The highest honour is reflected by these measures upon all who 
were concerned in giving them eftect. Nor less worthy of honour- 
able mention are the successful efforts which have been made to 
civilize savage tribes, and to introduce order, security, and good 
government into tracts of country previously rax'agcd by the 
deprcdational excesses of a lawless people, following no other 
calling but that of habitual rapine, and perhaps given up to the 
most horrible superstitions. It would be difficult to over-value 
the services, in the great cause of humanity, rendered by such 
men as Ovans and Ontram, in the Bheel country of Kandcish; by 
Hall and Dixon, in Mhairwarah ; and by Macpher.'on, among the 
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by sustained efforts wisely directed towards the public good, that 
we can satisfactorily solve the great problem of government whicb 
has been laid before us. There is a tendency towards a iitful 
spasmodic kind of well-doing against which it were to be desired 
that the rulers of India should guard themselves. The stimulus 
to exertion ought not to reside in any accidental or transient 
circumstance — ^in the fleeting attention of Parliament, the casual 
interest of the public, the activity of a reform society, or the 
hostility of disappointed individuals. It is only by continmlly 
striving, as though every year were the last of an expiring 
charter, and every day the eve of a great Parliamentary conflict, 
that we can prove ourselves worthy of the great charge entrusted 
to us, and justify the ways of Grod to man in the foundation of 
the British Indian empire. 
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before Madra\ 369. Defeats llnllllc, 3i;,‘!. 
Is In turn defeated by Sir E. Cootc, 370. 
Death of, 376. (Sec Jilpiort.) 

I. 

India, natural boundaries of, 2, Its sltiiatlan 
on the globe, 3. Gciioml a'pect of, 8, 4. 
Great cciilnil plain of, -1. Provinces Into 
which It Is divided, 4, 6. Its vcgclalile 
and animal prodllCttan^ 6-7. llie great 
Desctl, 7-9. The HImalayali (see 7/iai'i- 
latiah), 10-22. The Deccan (see Dscraa). 
2'i-4. Pol'.llrid eniidltiun of, 25-G, 

India, Early known to the niirlents, 7'- 
Scripture necotiiits of Us trade Vi CIA's''* 
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I’lndan-ccs, their character, 493. Tlicir war 
with the English, 495-518. Their final 
overthrow, 519. 

Flossy, battle of, 22C-9. 

Pollock, General, forces the Ehybcr Pass, 
5S5. Arrives at Jellolnbaa, 590. Forces 
the pass of Jugduluk, 593. Arrives at 
Cabal, 595. Storms Istolif, 593. J’etonis 
to India, 800. 

Portugal, progress of maritime discovery In, 
4S. (Sec Gama, India.) 

Poms, defeat ot; S3. ^ 

Pottinger, Major, 575-6. 

Panjaub, annexation of, to British rndia, 
86$. English administration in the, 872-5. 
Ponniar, battle ol^ 825. 

E. 

Hoyle, Mr., his work on the botany of the 
Himalsrah. 11. 

Hoc, Sir Thomas, embassy of; to the Jlcgal f 
coart. 219. His description tliensol S2'i-% j 
Knssian iatrign.es in Central Asia. 517-55. ; 

& • 
Sale, Gcaemh snaess cf at Ghareinni 5C3- ’ 
S. Cexrs tie pass cf Koerd Calnl. 555. ' 
His defence cf JeEaiabai. 552-1. i 

Sale, Lady, carriritj 557-$. i 

Sandraconts. 7?. 

Scicnens invsirs Iniia. 52. 
Sdnde.distnrtanc’asin.CT-f- ErrriZs-ism-m- 
stiatiaas cf tie -Inteerr. iM^-l. Tity an- 
ta& the British tes-itm Ms/ir Omtint. ; 
603. Battle cf If—aneei f-iT-r- Etruicf 
Dnbba.611-Ii AnnennritncLt;- Irithi 

Eclndia (sre i'afe-at:.'.;. 

Shah Sujah rl jLfftnatt. f-tpcettltn. , 

oh 545. Takes leftgv tt tritia hi-fh. 5K. ; 
Invade -leiiatirf- .747, 

Ills treaty "vih the v — .h 5.121 His 
coronificn, :->l Hh ---^ V-'j. 

Sliobnghnr, binle ci 572, 

Sikhs, origin cf -~ - £T-, Their sin?-— rr 
character, SM Tlj-.-itigen-jint of 

English gc i. ei, Cl.l. s — « -2 airnreaslon, 

®51. They p— -gg-* a d— ^ cr, Jirttic | 
of Moodi^ Cl. , - rtsrlt*^ 

553. Battle cf v» — fia'.'Te , 

of Aliwal, oa. Its ^ — rsatlir. ^42- I 

3. Genetal erinarijm a.—- jy,ll-,y 
OH. aantli tri 'P<-Vo . 

The British err— a — — — » sr/ Tret'.* 
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of peace, 851-2, Aoci, pled, «53, MiU'li 
outbreak at Moullaii, 866, f/ice Mtfd- 
riir.) Alnriiiing eoiisplriicy iil Ulioir, fir, a, 
Prompt iiicnsiireH of I.leiit, IMwwdr s, 868, 
Siege of Sfoultiiii, 869, ,lHHi;(loiiofff(/i<:»*| 
IVTilsli, 881, Fallof MoiilKili, 882, lialljo 
of Clillli«nwall.ali, 883, tie fpietlloioildo 
resnlts, 884. J,’.ilt(c of «oo]<-r«I,«8l, /,o- 
nextttlon of the J'unjalib, 883, (UnitMtiii^ 
tfon of Britl.sh |/olf«y, 878, 

Smith, Sir Harry, defeats tlie r.lklif nt Mi fiA 

m. 

Soarez, S7, IW. 

S'.braon, tattle of, 816-f; 

Sciajali Jj'/nhfi, .•.'at/-,!/ of j!er,j{al, 3J3, //f< 
insaneiartredoftheHogiUlijaH, fjptfeg/ r 
Cahmrta, ZI5-J8, HI* /f,'ra8,M evi;/-;*;/,,, 
317-Ie. He tentiorfaee wf'A" dw, /if,/; 
■vtatacn. 5 j 5. It <fef','.l/.d *t Idas t/, ^S'27, 
Hi! di!tt--;iy fight ar-d (ieiSf., 53Sa4r, 
Sjireha, gaha.tte'.r./f net of, I','-*, 


s, 

TiZzrsL tCjst of Chti 
Tan-Teg. 5Z. 

Tjjmtr.eh.-ea.'aif ff. I52a ft-i.ttsf.r/t.'r. 
Taltt! an.f :.C.ag« ieCh I’K, fiv ,“0 
th.4 Iriht!. Id"!, 

~T 5 <o St-To inwsefj ijs f-'-i.*?, 47f, 7' ■ 
ersiil:". J7>. Ilti.!!! jesrtt •t./o J,- y.. 
Tl*h-5rT. ft -nefsirtef anTt4-.-«tJ*.oe« d-p-. 
Is anila. firiEinef «t .herignai'-'tftr- fy, 
Cmc-nCe: jea.".^. Cli. f- tlefea-'.g Btlflia, 
Cr, <21, o'" . -f-j., 

Bpsanh of -Ty-o- f-T.*, Tp» ; 


TTn,fhyi I-tn 


ri=.i«va:h. 5'.?. 

TTafiorr, .t.fn:-.;','— 521 ■ 

TengrdrtT' Ifin-tiri'. oCss-tge; fn-'J . f :;. 
if.ipoirsBsf svetet: riT V. • ',rir. 
tl.e :,'i*«n. fir. T-,.v„ 

i/yror/i, 4-. .-a:-- 'ee-- ■-■v /Ih -t-Ay. -,- 

tlrr, 48 Vi. 

V’/e:)<-I'-/,.‘‘..-'A.'n -.g «7.'. .flt-- 

r,rf« at tdf T-i-i; ,1. •••' 

478 

Genevr: -t . v y; .r,. 

88*. 


rsnrmi*? 


7, rntftow /ro w/r*. 
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INDEX. 


Lamliert, Commodore, his ceotintions with 
the Court of Ava, 680-3. 

Luswunig, battle of^ 481. 

LauTcnce, MiOor, 3^. 

M. 

Mncnaghfcn, Sir 'William, murder of, 57& 

Maharajpoor, battle of, 634. - 

Mahmoud of Gliiznl, (See India.) 

Mabiuttas, rise of the, 303-63. Great exten- 
sion of their power, 440-3. Rise of Holkar 
and Sclndia, 443. First Collision svlth the 
English, 443. Reduction of the pirate 
Anglia, 446. Internal dissensions, 448-30. 
luterventiun of the English, 43E They 
advance on Foonah, 434.. Their shameful 
capitulation, 435. Campaign of Goddard, 
436-8. Close of the war, 439. Dissensions 
among the Malirattas, 460-3. Treaty of 
llasschi, 467. Scindia refuses his adhesion, 
469. Second war, 470. Sir A. WcUesIcy 
enters Eoonali, 471. Takes Alimednuggnr, 
473. Defeats the Malirattas at Assayc, 474. 
Rattle of Argaom, 476. Capture of AR- 
ghnr, 478. Reduction of Dcllil, 479; and 
Agra, 480. Complete defeat of tiie Mali- 
luttas at lAswanig, 481. Treaty with 
Sclndia, 481. Rupture with Ilolkor, 483. 
Retreat of Monson, 483. Siege of Delhi, 
484. Uolkar's reverses, 483. Siege of 
Rhnitporc, 486. Treaty with llolkar and 
Scindia, 491. Renewed dill’crcnccs with 
the Englisli, 530. Reverses, and surrender 
of tiic Pcisliwo, 333. 

Malavilly, battle of, 437. 

Mccance, battle of, 607. 

Mecr Cossim succeeds Mccr Jaflicr in the 
government of Bengal, 33.". Ills talent 
and vigour, 333. Ills dilfcrciiccs with the 
Englhh, 334. Ills defeat and revenge, 
33.3.6. 

Mecr Jaffler intrigues with the English, 334. 

,^a acknowledged by tlicm as Nabob of 
Bengal, 339. Is dcimscd, 333; and rein- 
stated, 333. Ills death, 333. 

3Iission, first Enmpean, to Indio, 309-13. 

3Iohammed, Dost, defeats Shah Sgjali, 347. 
His alliance witli Russia and Fcrsla, 333. < 
Ills war with England (sec Affghan), 333-6. 
His escape, 337.* Advances on Candahar, 
361. Is defeated by Dcnnic, 363. Is 
again defeated by Sale, 563. His surren- 
der, 564. His relea.'ic, 601. 

Moliammcd Ghori is dcfc.atcd at AJmcrc, 174. 
Returns and subverts the throne of Delhi, 
176. His ossuwlnatlon, 178. 

MuodKce, battle of, 634. 

MoelraJ, lalla, becomes Chief of Moidton, 


'656. Assassinates the English residents, 
657. Is besieged in Monltan, 66L 
Monltan, account oi; 635. Acquired by Rnn- 
jeet Sing, 656. -Its original Inliabitants, 
656. 

Mysore, formation of the kingdom of, 343. 
Rise of llyder AH (see IlgJer), 343. Eng. 
lish at warwith, 3.53. Battle of Changs'in, 
354. 3Iadras threatened— battle of Trin- 
comalcc, 355. English yeverscs, 356-7. 
Madras again threatened, 359. Peace witli 
Hydcr, 359. War renewed, 364. llyder 
invades tiic Carnatic, 366. Disastrous de- 
feat of Baiilie, 36S. Buttle of Cudalore, 
371; of Sliolingbur, 373; and .\mcc, 373. 
Surrender of Bednorc, 379. ' Siege of Man- ‘ 
galore, 380. Peace with Tlppoo (see Tippoo), 
381. Second war with Tippoo, 391. Re- 
duction of Dlndigul and Paigaut, 393; and.. 
Bangidorc, 398. English advance or/^- 
ringapatnm, 400. Tlielr retreat, V’e 
Second advance, 403. Siege of Scring^.’'' 
patam, 406-8. Treaty with llppoo (see 
Cornicatta), 409-13. Third war with Tlp- 

I poo, 433. Battle of Scdasccr,434. -\dvancc 
ofthcEnglishonSerlngup.atam,43a Battle 
of Malavilly, 437. Storming of Scrlnga- 
patom, 433-4. Partition of the kingdom, 
438. 

N. 

Nadir Sbah invades Indlig 373-4. 

Napier, Sir Cliarlcs, assumes the command 
in Sclndc, 601. Defe-ats the Ameers at 
Mccance, 607. His dlispatch, 603. Defeats 
the Scindlaus again at Dubba, 613-14. Is 
appointed conimandcr-ln chief in Indio, 

676. Ills difTercnccs with Lord Dolhouslc, 

677. 

Ncarchns sails from the Indus to the Persian 
Gulf, 35. 

Ncpaul conquered by the GIioorkha.s, 501. 
(Sec Ghoorkhas.) 

Nilgerry Slountalns, 33. 

Nott, Ocncnil, Jiol(l.i Candahar, 581. His 
march on Cabul, 596. Toltes Gbirnl, 596. 

O . 

OcbtcTlony, General, defeats the Ghoorkhas 
at Rhamgur, and takes Almora, 501. 
Forces the pa.ss of Chcrcca-gliatce, and 
defeats tlicm in two successive engage- 
ment-s, 505. 

P, 

Pacheco, Duarte, defeats tlie Zamorin of 
Calicut, 85, 86. Ills dc,ath, 87. 

Pegu, annexation o^ to British India, 639. 

Fctiplns of the Erytliraran Sea, 43. 



